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PREFACE

We have great pleasure in placing Dharmakata
Kiskindhakanda in the hands of scholars and announcing
that Yuddhakinda also will reach their hands 1n a few months
time. The publication of this remarkable encyclopedia- of
our national culture was taken up by Sri Vani Vilas Syndicate
about 40 years ago. They published Balakanda and Ayodhya-~
kinda; later our Library published Aranyakanda and
Sundarakinda.

Dharmikutam is a rare work in Sanskrit literature.
It is a commentary on Srimad Ramayana of Valmiki in the
form of a scries of discourses on different topics directly or
indirectly related to the righteous conduct of Ramachandra
and it is a noteworthy feature of this work that every subject
taken up for discussion is dealt with exhaustively. A good
number of works arc profusely quoted.

Tryambakariyamakhi, the author of this work, was
a comtemporary of Shahaji, Serfoji and Tulajgji. Another
work called Shtridharma Paddhati is also attributed to him.
It is said that he wrote it at the behest of his mother. He was
a Mahiristra brahmin who perhaps came with Ekoji to
Tanjore and secttled at Swamimalai. The introduction to
Sundarakinda gives a detailed account of this talented author
Tryambakarayamakhi.

There is only one copy of the manuscript of
Kishkindhakinda of Dharmikuta B. L. No. 1014. The
present edition is based on this single manuscript. Profuse
quotations from a large number of literary works, sometimes
with the names of the works and sometimes with the names of
the authors highlight the work. Bhartrhari, Magha, Bharavi,
Hitopadesa are cited as pracheenas,



ii

Alphabetical index of the Rimiyana verses, and the
verses quoted 1n Dharmikita, topic index of Dharmuikita
and list of authors and works quoted therein are useful
additions to this publication.

The editor of this work Sri PV Varadaraa Sarma,
Libtanan, Saiasvaths Mahil, 15 a great and unostentatious
Sanskut scholar and he has done an excellent job of is work.
We congratulate him on his achievement

We are deeply indebted, to the Umon and State
Government who by their liberal grants, have enabled us to
publish this and other valuable works Iymg hidden i palm
leaves in the Sarasvatht Mahul

0. A. NARAYANASWAMI,

Honorary Seerctary.
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