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FOREWORD

This work is based on a single manuscript deposnted in the
Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras and descri-
bed under R, No, 2784, It is an incomplete anonymous play
breaking off at the beginning of the fourth Act. Vindvdsava-
datla is reported to be the name by which the work is known to
the owner of the manuscript as may be gathered from a card
tagged on to the original manuscript. It is closely similar in
plot, style and spirit to the Pratijia-Yaugandhardyana which
was published in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series and ascribed
to Bhisa. As pointed out at page 20 of the introduction to the
AScaryaciiddmani, published in 1926 by the Sri Balamanorama
Press, Mylapore, it would not be an unreasonable guess that this
play may be identical with the Unmdadavdsavadatia of Sakti-
bhadra mentioned in the prologue to his Ciadamani.

The @hz’xsa hypothesis, regarding the thirteen plays pub-
lished in the Trivandrum Sanskrit Series, is still open to much
doubt. 1n the present state of our knowledge, the verdict re-
garding thése plays # cannot as yet be any other than not proven ",
as Professor Macdonell observed in his India’s Past (page 106),
in 1927, ltis expected that the fragment now published asa
supplement to the Journal of Oriental Research, Madras, will
be helpful in solving some of the difficulties of the Bhisa
problem.

The press-copy of the manuscript of this work was prepared
by Dr. C. Kunhan Raja M.A,, D. Phil,, Mr. T. R. Chintamani M.A,,
of the Oriental Research Institute of the Madras University, and
Mr. T. Chandrasekharan, M.A., Manager and correspondent of
the Journal of Oriental Research, Madras. The work was finally
edited by me, after conjecturally filling up the gaps in some
places and emending the text of the manuscript in others. Such
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cases are enclosed in brackets and indicated by a mark of
query. In re-making this publication from Royal to Demy size,
a few mistakes have crept in. They have been corrected in the
Errata which will be found at the end of the book,

S. KUPPUSWAMI SASTRI.
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