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PREFACE.

The play Tapatismnvarany (adtgaee) derives its name
from Tapati and Samvarana, the heroine and Lero. The plot
of the play is taken from the story of Samvarana, the father
of Kuru and hushand of Tapati deseribed in chapters171-173
of the .;\dipm va of the Maliabhiiata.

The, edition of the drama iz based on four, mavuscripts
2 or 3 centuries old obtained from the Palace Library.  The
variants of the maruseripts which are denoted by the letters
F. @ @, and g, are shown at the foat of the pages. The comm-
entary published along with the textisbased en one manuaseript
which is almost correet and like the teat is noted for its high
literary excellsnees.  In fact, we may safely assert that, of
the many commentaries of Kiavyvas that wo know of, there i3
none _that can compare with this.

The King Kulasekhara Varma, voler of Mahodayapura
and “the best of the descendants of the Kerala family” is,
as stated i the prelude, the anthor of thix drama. Tle was
an ardent admiver of “ the Paramahamsas” (ascetics of tho
highest order). That the author wasa staunch devotee of
God Vishnu is evident from the Iast verse of the play ex-
pressing a longing for complete devotion towards God
“Sridhara’”” as well as from the commentator’s reference to him
as “Paramabhigavaty’. There 13 another commentary to this
drama and to Subhadva-dhananjaya, another work of the
same author. Its function is merely to explain the sugzgestive
significances (a18a09) of the expressions and passages of the
play. The latter commentary (sFa=zmedn) is alluded to in the
second verse of the above mentioned commentary, thus: —

FIRETHGET IRTET 38 FATeasa: |
AFA: AR FAF AT CFTAW )
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The author of the Vyangyavvikhya (sagesamear) makes
the following obscrvation by way of introduction, i

‘ERISAR qqar FRaER maven JhmERgR wabags-
AT TERAGIAEBATATETN IERAR AR R g Reasi-
IO ZQEARTEFTIAAAACEOT  STIARTO 74T FOHE-
IR FEE FHIY: GHIEAT |

¥ 9 gaEnaaee aafaE gatia: |

AUEFTTYET: qEe a9

TERARY: & AMAEEE a9 |

ATFARGA! U GRTGRE @ @ |l
A9 FAMAT FEIRIE AT aragargEEaar A Jhiw-
aRgEEAEA Gt AEEAed 37 WEd &

A qF JA1 TeFAGEH HISIFG |

qAETd [FUSa wAqmEe ||

Az agz gt eRanEy |

SHTNBAHAETAFNFAF ||

gEMMAIagrTEdiasza |

AF AT FI@HGT 9 |
ATHTRE T GITFAARAISTAT |

¥ g-gAEaAT arar qoFed 1 H )
gEd (~gaa@iFgd @99 7 9 |
Pragagar zean Aigmon awrEs: ||
urginc%i}ﬂna qETTET= AT 68 |

té} :rﬁ CETY mmmasmmnm\ u
AARET gETEld At AW TR |
W 7 Qg s9Eesgd |l
TH GO AW gAFAHA |
safq@RugRl @1 WA AEFZA
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From the above remarks, it 15 evident that our author was

a ¥ing of the country of Keralaand that Mahodayapura was a
city that could be 1cached from Parameswaramangalam by a
river called Chdrni. It s generaily known that what is called
Mahodayapura is none other thau the present “Tiruvanchik-
kalam”, a village near Kodungallur m the Cochin state and
that the river Churni is what 13 now known ag Periyar. As for
the place Paramesw aramangalam mentioned in the introduc-
tory stanzas of the Vyangyavyikhya (saggsameat), it might
have been the home of the Bralnnin author of the said
Vyangyavyakhva (zgzxgeaean) ; for the  homes of the
Numbudui Brahmius of high descent have been known under
such appellptions. for example, Desamangalam, Nériyana-
nmangalam fc.  Where that place is now to be found,
what other vame it lias now assumad, and if any descendant
of the conamentator still hives from whom perhaps the date of
his ancestor, the contemporary of Kulasekhara Varma, might
be ascertained — these have been mmnch inquired after but
no definite information Las been obtained;* but, from the

* My friend “riman hunp Kuttin ‘Timpuran of Kodungaltun, to whow a 1e-
ference was made by me about this topie, ha~rephed as tollows ~— According to
Jocal tradition, Vasudesn Bhattathe author of Yudtushthiravijaya,and a Brahmin
Ly pame Tola, who was no Yetter than a court<jester, flourished in the sud King
]{j\ﬂmal\h\n.u court and thot the latter s alsa sand to haye composed o Kavya
about the said Kulasehhma s dvoarty. Tt possible that tlids Tola mght have
been the author of the Yyangravyakhya,
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Vyangyavydkbya (saggsmear), we can see that its author
was a confidant of the king Kulasekhara, but not very learned.
From these facts, weo can infer that the anthor of Tapati-
samvarana is the same as the king Kulasckbara who is known
in the Sri Vaithnavait Tamil literature as Kulasekharilwar
and honoured as one of the greatest of the Vaishnava Saints;
for_the reason that both of them were kings of the same country
as well as devotees of God Vishnu, That Vanchikkalam was
the mother-land of Kulasekharlwar is testified by the {ollov-
ing quotations t'ken from tie Tamil Prabandha of Sri-
Vedantadesika.
Quret sy Capagnlesslea wrBlynii 5 s
& agrRssm 5253 yern geiyLQear swQumuwrer Ge
wQurp Carud Lint § & oo nsdr Guhoauny aygunt Swssr
@erulEBCumuEGe eusrem wan Qi@ fu Casn
Cobgs fameldp Garcrer sarQurmer Qud & wGwrd
2T DEE urlh et e Qoergsmer Caw revn) £Quw’
(Goruis srawnw o)

The same Vanchikkalam with the prefix “Tiru” for 8Sri
becomes Tiruvauchikkalam identified with the aucient Maho-
dayapura.

The datc of the author is not cxactly known; but this
much is certain that he flourished later than Dhananjaya,
the author of Dasart@ipaka, who lived in the latter part of the
10th century a.v.; for the author of the Vyangyavyikhya
(sawgeaeat), who was a coutemporary of Kulasekhara,
makes references to Dasardpaka in his commentary. The
prelude discloses that our author has written a kind of prose
work (#ar) called Ascharyamanjari. From this work, the
passage “FEMR s’ is quoted in the commentary of
Amarakosa named Tikasarvasva @@ader) when the word,
Kusala (399) is aunotated in the First Kanda. The author of
Tikasarvasva viz, Vandyaghatiya Sarvinanda, (@a=d@aa@=3) in
the course of treating the passage, * ¥ gnags § amn” gives tho
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number of the Saka and Kali year as follows :—
“ggrdt SeprfiraanirrazaE( 1081 )ads arrgnda
sRafrERmAf=eat (4260 ) sfasamar yi”
This date corresponds to the ycar 1159 of the Christian Era.
So the date of our author must be somewhere between the
latter part of the 10th century and the early part of the 12-h
century.

Tradition assigns the Kali-year 1680 (1422. 1. c.) as the
datc of Kulasekharalwar mentioned in the Tamil Prabandhas.
If this date is to be accepted, our author Kulasekbara Varma
canoot be the same as the Kulasekharalwar bul might be his
descendant.

As regards the date and home of Sivarima, the author
of the commentary published in this volume, very little is
kaown, except that he has writlon a commentary of equal
merit on Subbadridhananjaya also, which, with the commen-
tary, will be published as one of this Sanskrit Series,

Trivandrum, T GANAPATI SASTR]
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