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PREFACL.

F ANSKRIT Literature boasts of three poets who are
& \ authors of three dramas each riz., Kalidasa, Sri

" Harsha and Bhavabhuti. Of these the second ix the
author of Priyadarsika, Ratnavali and Nagananda. There
was up to now no good edition of the first of these dramas
and the only manuscripts of it available were from the Tanjove
Palace library and the readings found therein were in several
places inexplicable. Thanks to our friend Mr.K. Rajachariar,
he procured for us a hitherto unknown old manuseript
copy of this drama.  Our readers will now observe consider-
able improvements in the readings throughout, though in
two places we have only to suggest better readings,—for
Udayanotsava jin page 49, it would be better if it read
Madanotsava and as the sixth sloka in the 3rd Act does not
conform to the rules of metre andw= no other readings are
found in any of the manuscripts, we have suggested one
owrselves in the Bhumika.

We trust the critical Sauskrit Introduction given here-
in will be much appreciated as was the case with the Parvati
Parinaya, the first drama published in the Series. The
Bhumika first traces out all the different Sri Harshas that
existed in India in days of vore. Altogether five of them
are found out and then iz discussed the question as to who
of these five Sri Harshas could have been the author of this
dvama.  After fully considering the claims of one after an-
other it is conclusively proved on various grounds that the
author of this drama is the Sri Harsha otherwise known as
Siladitya, the king of Kanyakubj:i who lived in the latter
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part of the sixth century, who was the son of Prabhakara-
Vardhana, and the younger brother of Rajyavardhana, who
was the patron of Bana, Mayura and others, who, though a
great Saiva himself, was in no way prejudiced against other
forms of religion and who has been highly spoken of by the
Chinese traveller Hioun Thsang.®* Now comes another
question. Almost all the scholars allege that some court
poets of Sri Harsha wrote these plays and gave them out
to the world in the name of their patron. Before consider-
ing thix, there is another difliculty. Scholars do not agree
who that court poet was who actually wrote these. Some
say it was Dhavaka while others drag in Bana of Kadambari
fame. The Bhumika will clearly convince the readers that
this could not have been the case and that a great poet as
he was, Sri Harsha himself coald have written these. In
the midst of this discussion, the Bhumika digresses
into replying to the arguments of Mr. M. Krishnamacharya
M.A.; B.L. controverting our conclusions afrived at in the
Introduction to our Paryati Parinaya. As this is the
second drama published in our Series, this opportunity is
availed of for this reply thongh it is not quite relevaut to
this drama. Our readers will, we hope, find this also interest-
ing reading. Next comes another long discussion. Mr. T.
S. Narayana Sastrigal B.A., B.L. in his elaborate introduc-
tion to Ratnavali advances the following theories wiz., 1.
Sri Harsha was none other but the renowned Vikramarka,
2. Dhavaka, Bhasa and Ghatakarpara are different names
of one and the same individual, a poet in the court of Vikra-
maditya, 3. Vikramaditya lived in the 6th century B. (..
His arguments in favour of the first two theories are summ-

*The statemeﬂt ‘that. the authgr at :Nagananda should “have been a
buddbist is refuted in this connection. .
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‘arised under six heads and examined seriatim. It is shown
that his conclusions are not based on solid foundations. He
has built a huge edifice with the help of the most unreliable
of materials iz, the memory of one of his friends.  So his
theories have to be read cum grano salis.  As his third
theory is not relevant to this drama we have reserved a dis-
cussion of it to our introduction to Sakuntala.§ After thus
diseussing in full detail the authorship and the date we now
pass on to the Drama itself.  Here the plot of the story is
very coufusing and to make it clear the summary of the
story as found in this drama is given; then is given another
summary, that of the story of Malavikagnimitra, as Priya-
darsika (and not Ratnavali us alleged by several scholars)
very closely follows Malavikagnimitra in all respects; then
a third summary is given of the story of the hero as found
in the Kathasaritsagara which is alleged by its author to be
more or less a Sanskrit paraphrase of the Paisachi Brihat-
katha* which is' the oviginal source of this drama.

It is believed that these threg summaries will enable
the readers to understand the story clearly. Last but not
least is traced the resemblance that exists batween Mala-
\’ikagnimitra§ and Priyadarsika—the former the work of a
master-mindi’ while the latter though it does not bear comp-
_arison with the former, is still in the forefront of similar
works. This oppmtumty is -utilised for dwellmg on the

§ Sakuntala and Uttararamachanta. will soon be pubhshed in this
Series,

*This original Brihatkatha is not available now anywhere. We are not
able to know its true nature as the two sauskrit versions of it riz.,
Kshemendra’s Brihatkathamanjari and Somadeva’s Kathasaritsagara
differ in several places. Kven Dandi who is supposed to have lived in the
7th century speaks of this in his Kavyadarsa as from hearsay.
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merits and demerits of the important characters of the play.
On the whole the Drama is much above the average.

Such, in brief, are the main points touched upon in the
Bhumika and for fuller information we refer the readers to
the Bhumika itself. Our thanks ave due to Pandit R. V.
IXrishnamachariar Avl. for his able and succinet Bhumika
and to the general Public for their kind reception of the
Publications in this Series.

SRIRANGAM,
J. K. Ralasubrakmanyam.
18th Feb. 1907.
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