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FOREWORD

The present volume embodies the text of a Drama on
Bhakti, written by a descendant of Ekanatha, the well-
known Bhakta saint of Malzdf'&:e?a‘a. In the colophons as
well as in the introductroy portion (page 3, lines 18-22)
of the drama, the author describes himself as the son of
one Apadeva. According to the Introductory stanzas'
of the Smrti-kaustubha, a work undoubtedly written by

Ananta-deva II, there flourished two Ananta-devas and
two Apadevas in the line of Ekanatha as follows :

wAY

e 1

; tnlmhl
L sn!:ia Il(mnmmi)
- uaJaQa I (Qﬁw&@iﬁw«i ).

1 e MR Jgafkaataa: |
sfigemafenas aharhng fga: )

sm%i{su;imq N9 q: GHATT TN
HrtarmaRiaEt agfid: &g fradm:
- fymgafonfaaram sedama:




(2)
Of these two Ananta-devas, our author, I think, represents
the first one. The description @gfiqYy: JAarg fedraa:,
occurring in the beginning of the Smx:ti-kaustubha, would
apply much better to him than to the sccond one. More-
over, the present editor has shown me a MS. of another
Bhakti-drama also, which is named Slri-I{}‘sna-bllakti-
candrika and which also, in its colophon, is similarly
ascribed to Ananta-deva, the son of Apadeva., The latter

drama aims at propounding the superiority of the doctrine
/ -
of Bhakti to those of the Saivas, the Tarkikas, and the

Vedantins ctc. I think the words : ¥matfy = aifyai
Afafoefagraas g% of the Smrti-kaustubha obviously
refer to this drama. It is more than probable that the
author'of both these Dramas on Bhakti is the same
and he is the first Ananta-deva, For the same reason [
am inclined to think that the author of the Bhakti-nirnaya

(Vol. 72 of the same series) also is the same Anantadeva.

The importance of the Drama primarily lies in its

association with the family which produced well-known
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authors and which had descended from the well-known
saint Ekan.';ttha, and also in the fact that the author,

1
besides himsclf being a devotee of Sri-Krsna, had also

inherited the tradition of Bhakti of his grand-father.

The edition is based on two Devauz.lgari MSS. which
the editor secured from a Nepalese friend. The necessary
details of the first MS. are as follows :—

Folios :=—~1—16, 16~ -20 (20 + 21), 22— 61, 63—064 ;
size :—85"x 4", lines :—8 per page ; letters :—33 per
line.

Its last colophon runs as follows : (sic)—gRr shwngig-
Faggmaada AfaR aAraatam efufrard goaats: | fafad
gafawey wfgafa v @ |

The details of the second MS. are as follows :

Folios i—1—8, 15 — 20, 22— 31 ; size:—105" x 4°5" :
lines :—12 per page : letters :=—42 per line. The MS.

comes abruptly to an end in the beginning of the fifth Act.

Both the MSS, hesides being incomplete (the first MS.
is wanting in fol. No. 62 which corresponds to a
portion of Act V), ave full of mistakes of various kinds. It
was not an easy task, therefore, to bring out an edition
of the work on the basis of such an unsatistactory
material. But as there was no likelihood of getting hetter

MS. material for the work, the editor was fully justified in
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undertaking its edition. He has laboured hard in restoring,
as far as possible, the original text, though at places
finding himself helpless and anxious to have a readable
text he has had to depend more on his imagination than
on the unintelligible readings of the MSS. For all this

he deserves thanks of Sanskrit scholars.

Sarasvati Bhavana, M. D. Suastri,
Benares. Principal,
1-5-1938. Sanskrit College, Benares.
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