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INTRODUCTION.

\(/]'ALAVIKAGNIMITRA is one of the three dramas of the
J world famous Kalidasa, the other two being the Sakuntala
and the Vikramorvasiva. . Professor H. H. Wilson, the emi-
nent oriental scholar was the first who brought this drama,
along with several others, to the notice of European Sanskrit
scholars in his excellent work ““ Theatre of the Hindus.” But
in the account which he gives of this play he expresses him-
self very unfavourably on the literary merits of this drama
and its pretensions to antiquity. Ile does not deny its being
the production of a Kalidasa as stated in the Prelude to the
drama, but says — Tradition alone identifies him with the poet
of Vikramaditya's reign, who preceded the Christian era, and
the internal evidence is adverse to the drama being the work
of the author of Sakuntala and Vikramorvasiya. There is
neither the same melody in the verse nor fancy in the
thoughts.” He further states that “the manners described
appear to be those of a degenerate state of Hindu Society and
it can scarcely be thought earlier than the tenth or eleventh
century. It may possibly bave heen the production of a
somewhat later day, in some part of India which continued to
preserve its political independence and Hindu character.”
These and other depreciatory remarks of the illustrious
orientalist have done much to throw this play into universal
disfavour. But how far Malavikagnimitra deserves that it
sheuld be denied the honor of coming from the hands of the
celebrated author of the Sakuntala and how far he himself
deserves to be deprived of the credit of writing it, require
close examination. Now, as to the first ground, viz., ‘there
is neither the samo molody in the verse nor fancy in the
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thoughts,” it is not clear what is meant by ‘the same melody
in the verse.” If it is intended to be understood that the
metrical portion of the drama is rough or loose, we reply 1n
the words of the late S. P. Panait. ‘“The poetry, indeed, of
the Malavikagnimitra is as smooth and flowing as that of the
Sakuntala and the Vikramorvasiya. It is as little laboured as
that of those two dramas. It vequires as little labour to
understand the one as the other. The verse in the Mala-
vikagnimitra is as regular and model-like as that in the two
sister dramas of the poet. How, therefore, the latter can be
said to be more melodious than the former cannot perhaps be
very easily understood. The metres, too, are nearly the same
in all the three dramas; so that if they are melodious in the
Sakuntala and the Vikramorvasiya, they are not less so m the
Malavikagnimitra.” As regards the objection that there is not
“the same fancy in the thoughts” in the Malavikagnimitra as
in the two other dramas, Frofessor Weber would account for
this difference by the fact that whereas the scenes of the
Sakuntala and the Vikramoivasiya are laid out mostly in the
woods and forests, aftording their author full opportunities of
indulging bis fancy in giving excellent descriptions of Natwe
and that ‘‘both rest moreover upon a mythical background and
consequently bear a more magnificient and ideal character;
the Malavikagnimitra Pf)r%g tbe life in the court of a historic
prince and consequently the bare actuality, with its self-made
and therefore, scanty concerns.” But it is open to much
doubt whether “the life in the court of a historic prince” may
have restrained a poet of Kalidasa’'s power and genius in writ-
ing as excellent a drama on that subject as on the Lost Ring
or the Heavenly Nymph. TFurther considerable portions of
the two dramas, whose legitimacy is unquestionable, have also
their scenes in courts of pricces. Hence the explanation given by
Professor Webher is not quite acceptable. It is always a difficult
task to show why one work of an author is inferior to another or
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why one play of a dramatist does not contain ‘the same fancy in
the thoughts’ as some other. So even if it is eonceded that Mala-
vikagnimitra is not so rich in poetry as the other two plavs and
that the flights of fansy do not soar so high, the cause is not far
to seck. As the late S. P. Pandit says Malavikagnimitra might
have been the first production of Kalidasa. It might have
been written while he was yet young and while he was yet
unknown as a dramatist of note to his contemporaries and
while yet he had not made a name for himself as a poet. This
supposition seems to be supported by the tone of the prologue
that introduces to us the drama. The assistant of the manager
(QRQIﬁﬁ:) is surprised to hear his master propose that Mala-
vikagnimitra, a drama composed by Kalidasa, should be acted
and asks him why a drama of a living poet should be acted at
the neglect of those of the famous Bhasa and Sgumilla. If
when this drama was composed and acted, the author had
been known as a dramatist of note and if the Sakuntala and
the Vikramorvasiva had already been written and published,
the prologue would in all probabllity have been differently
worded. For, this prologue does not introduce to the public
the partieular drama to which it is attached just as the pro-
logues to the other two plays do, but rather the avthor who
wrote it. Thus it is clear that the first objection of Professor
Wilson does not hold good. Now as to the second objection
viz., “The manners described appear to be those of a degenerate
state of Hindu Society,” this is a grave reproach not at all
deserved by Malavikagnimitra. Whose manners are they that
are degenerate in the play ? Agnimitra difters in no way from
Dushyanta or Pururavas in the purity or otherwise of his
principles. Polygamy is a privilege specially allowed to Hindu
Princes. Dushyanta and Pururavas have already a harem
of ladies and still they do not hesitate to make love to
Sakuntala and Urvasi respectively. King Agnimitra’s passion
for Malavika is as pure as or perhaps more so than that of
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King Dushyanta’s for Sakuntala or of King Pururavas’'s for
Urvasi. If Agnimitra makes love to a maid of honour in
attendance upon the queen, he does so with the honest inten-
tion of adding her to bhis harem by elevating her formally to
the position of a queen. Nor is there anything in the charac-
ter of Malavika herself or of Queen Dharini or of the other
characters, that can well be called ‘degenerate.” Hence this
objection also may be passed over.

Now we shall see whether we have any independent
evidence external or internal, to prove that this drama comes
from the pen of the same Kalidasa who has immortalised
himself in the annals of Sanskrit Literature by his Sakuntala
or the Lost Ring. As for external evidence, when the work is
several centuries old, it is reduced merely to the form of tradi-
tion, written or oral. Oral tradition, if it is several centuries old,
loses, almost the whole of its claim to be regarded as satisfac-
tory evidence. But it we have any written tradition and that
in the words of the author himself, just as in the prologue to
this drama, and if no one has ever doubted its correctness, we
must naturally accept it as conclusive evidence. In all the three
plays Kalidasa is stated to be the author who composed them.
If, as the late S. P. Pandit observes, either of the two plays of
Sakuntala and Vikramorvasiya were to be denied today to be
the production of the same Kalidasa who composed the other,
laying aside internal evidence, what positive evidence should
we have to show that they both belonged to one and the same
Kalidasa. External evidence, therefore, gives no room to
suspect that this drama is the production of a different
Kalidasa.

Turning then, to internal evidence we may state at the
very outset that even if we had not the profession of the poet
himself in the prologue, we should never hesitate, after a care-
ful perusal and comparison of the three plays, to pronounce

_that the Malavikagnimitra comes from the same hands as the
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Sakuntala and the Vikramnorvasiya. As the late S. P. Pandit
‘truly observes “Every great writer, whetber of prose or poetry
has always a settled style of composition. This is especially,
the case with those poets and authors who take delight in an
easy and natural expression of their thoughts, and never surren-
der Lheir good sense and fondness for perspicuity to a laboured
and obscure style of writing. Whatever is natural and ordinary
will be frequently repeated in the writings of one and the same
author. And accordingly there are so many analogies or rather
identities of expression, everywhere to be met with in the
diction and ideas of the three dramas of Sakuntala, Vikramor-
vasiya and Malavikagnimitra that it is Impossible to explain
them on any other ground than that of the identity of their
author”. Indeed the repetition of analogous expressions,
phrases and ideas with charateristic frequency ought to sup-
port this theory. Hence we shall proceed to examine these
thrce dramas for such analogies of expressions, phrases and
ideas.

P. 1. o%5¥ frdisf Cf. Vikramorvasiya aiResisg
AR

P. |. smifvaa s@ sagie gafafaaar Cf. Sakuntala
sQaIa: SeaEgaEg seqiRrefa:.

P. 3. sifesgragfugagg Cf. The prologues to the other
two dramas.

P. 5. wzai er=giur Cf. Sakuntala a&@ wa=gasaor.

P. 6. gaea g Wwa@ Cf. Vikramorvasiya [5g amE-
gurar.

P. 10. a gaw@@ g Cf. Vikramorvasiya agify a ga-
ESHE L

P. 18, (5iw) 9 afs sgagz@m@ws: Cf. Sakuntala
(/%) @1 arAgaRaR.
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P. 24, s9q: ss9: Cf. Sakuntala Acts [V, V, &VII

P. 26. sg@@war Cf. Vikramorvasiya agsarEnpigon.

P. 32 a3 wa & fagsy: Cf. Sakuntala s1d qa («TQ
fAd=y:,

P. 32. gwa=@isy & wgy Sakuntala waTiaania
aaq.

P. 37. a1 qagidt wiftvh fqagzgea  Cf Sakun
gl AR [REaRSy and  Vikramorvasiya gga qfﬁ{ ‘fﬁ%
ﬁﬂi{ﬁ ~ {

P. 39. sfgimagsg 35 Cf. Sakuutala, Act I}

P. 40. dgguehiaar sqafaafaa ¥ faesfong Cf. Saltu-
ntala. % Juisfasfes si@saaan:. .. qaggasa® faa
EGHEIGICEL

P. 42. § aqi@aeigaggar sq@ Cf. bakunm :
gaieqeg MUNaEuIFREasong

P. 49. 33w AF: & wamgasfa: | wwEy A goaIg
a: mrgafaaiy Cf. § |a=a: «Nigugfa agaaiwgas: | g=eqd
o fagls: wifisf o

P. 52. qarama & aRfAwdr wasd afagy CF. Vikra-
morvasiya qaERAH AIREAT:.

P. 53. seficagguuaar  Cf.  Vikramorvasiya
Isieffraidews: afagarEar.

P. 61. s@.. afRfaxwr Cf. Vikraworvasiya. sr@ afc-
3R,

P. 62, qwaearag wd stat Cf. Vikramorvasiya. ge1
gFaeqIfg srenvi

P. 63. su=figregareng  Cf. Vikramorvasiya. g&=31-
IR
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P. 65. gfgel arga:  Cf. Vikramorvasiya. zfeaoarg-

3oy,

P. 65. qga=Raud: sgaigditn: Cf. Sakuntala. qaart
@i A,

P. 75, argeats aagidic saeg Cf. Sakuntala

P. 75. widndia aw: &gzl sgmoaa Cf. Vikramor-
vasiya. SRI€td sigwas.

P. 78. ngd g & d@wigun Cf. Sakuntala, %8 awEgeady
& HgIdai@ Ry qIFda: gaEar.

P. 78. anyt gor wrafasnn Cf., Sakuntala. spgfaieaaiy-
3w,

P. 80. gata sigma:  Of Sakuntala. Rnagedr syag

P. 80, g3ar wyrgaitafgdt wa Cf. Sakuntala. &%
AT W,

. 82, g¥ 313 g=_ wg A=w=gagEo &g Cf. Vikramor-
vasiva 4% gUREHT AT AFRST U7 ALIATEHL

P, 82. st g=3w Cf. Vikramorvasiya @arcaat 4
7eq Bg ¥fa.

P. 83. sifigr vea ag=@FanT 98 Arsdag Cf. Sakuan-
tala JFeQ@EY s gl 9% FRar.

P. 84. agqigwamar w@am Cf.  Vikramorvasiya o
301 g (gersreq.

P. 86. a@ gaaaggas sagfh=si@  Cf. Sakuntala
HIAT: GATHIH AT .

P. 87. szwifew gu afggena Cf. Vikramorvasiya
& afggeur .

H
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P. 94 w=3 Ragaaar@an: sPqasgd a3 Cf. Vikra-
morvasiya g stasgAREaai Wuasasy,

P. 95, mm‘ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ ga Cf. Vikramorvasiya #gg:
admfaiEy sgRanaiaas.

P. 96. & &t wiftofi... @aiga 3@ Cf. Sakuntala & g
A [Fdigana.

P. 97. wfaasr s (f. Sakuntala 31 gaadt w1=a-
.,

. 98. sagaamarn Cf. Vikramorvasiva sssgia@ar-
feafamos:

P. 101. sifig & f@A%Er Cf. Sakuntala @l iy [S84r.

P.o110. faifRgr fHaagr sz O, Vikramorvasiya
eqnfaafa:.

P. 111, s g€ (f. Sakuntala g& i a
amai q9:.

P. 115, R=ifadaes  Cf Vikramorvasiya sn@aiz-
.

P. 120. srmifRg Cf. Sakantala stst 7 @@ sr=i@sE.

P. 121, z=wd & gaf afkdr CE Vikramorvasiya
AT @ o 93 Jerr (rwier Ry agg o PR,

P. 123, wadt gawafy gag 7 ggifd Cf  Vikramorva-
stya TERY: TT95SN IFIAT T,

P. 132, aRggefa: Cf. Sakuntala anmResig:.

P. 142, gEsien (f, Sakuntala diogerasitaiy.

P. 145, sifrsagdy Cf. Sakuntala srfirstaady wg: e,

P. 148, ggmoma, Cf. Sakuntala siffwwe and Vikra
morvasiva RAfAmIog=sar,
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. 155 qwisfagm=sia Cf. Sakuntala gRs 39 |-
wfag anterdfey.

These and other analogies will convince any careful reader
that this play is suvely the production of the same Kalidasa
who wrote the other two dramas. The regret of the king that
while she Asoka is blessed by the touch of Malavika’s foot, he
himself enjoys no such favour; A similar aderess to a bee in
the Sakuntala.—The trustworthiness and cutting sharpness of
the flowery weapon of the God of Love.—The withdrawal of
characters from the stage with the pretext of driving away the
young deer. —Comparison of the hand of a beautiful woman
with the Syama creeper.——The scene of Iravati accompanied
by Nipunika wandering through the garden in search of the
king, greatly analogous to that of queen Ausinariand heratten-
dant Nipunika in quest of king Pururavas.—Vidushdka's fear
of snakes.—The king’s helpless condition and his dependence on
Vidushaka for getting the object of his love.—~The use of
double negatives.—These and many others, which a careful
student of the threc dramas would be able to note, go to prove
that the author of this drama must be the same person who
hag composed the other two dramas.

We quite agree with the late S. P. Pandit when he says
that there are some other peculiarities of the great Kalidasa,
the author of the Sakuntala and the Vikramorvasiya, thatmake
themselves felt by their conspicuous presence in the Mala-
vikagnimitra also. Thus it is a characteristic of all his writ-
ings that they all begin with a charmingly modest introduction
marked by great diffidence. The great poet never thinks he
has done well until what he has done is prouounced good by
the learned. Raghuvamsa (8 w=q: Migugfea azaafogas: 4
&gy mA AR WWE A1) and Sakuntala (ST !
Ty wY SAETREEY | 9 RS A )

lay down the maxim and it is repeated 1n our play ( I '%'3{1
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ge FAEguREA: |« @wWwrY q gearg 3 wEamamg),
Further the Nandi is characteristically short, consisting of one
stanza only, in the dramas of Kalidasa while that of other
dramatists is extravagantly long. We may also observe that
the introductions of the dramas of Kalidasa are easy and
temperate in their style and never contain any explanations
of their plots or subjects and th2y always glide impercep-
tibly, as it were, frown the reality of the Stage-manager and
his assistant into the scenic commencement of the Play. We
must not forget also that Kalidasa 1s more fond of Arya Metre
in his plays than other dramatists. This Arya Metre is of as
frequent occurrance in the Malavikagnimitra (42 ous of 96
slokas being of Arya Metre) as in the Sakuntala and the
Vikramorvasiya. These points decidedly prove that thesc
three dramas belong to one and the same author.

Now let us turn to the age of this drama. Professor
Wilson says “The dramas written in more recent periods are
invariably, as far as is yet known, mythological and have some
one of the forms or family of Vishnu for the hero. There is
no such thing as a decidedly modern drama, the business of
which is domestic intrigue: Such a subject, indeed, was wholly
incompatible with Hindu feelings, as affected by intercourse
with their Mohammedan masters, whether the effect of that
intercourse was terror or imitation. In addition to these
considerations, the style of the play is very unlike that most
common amongst modern writers and most highly esteemed,
being free from all jingle of sounds and {rom metaphorical
common place: it does not even affect anything like the uni-
form smoothness which seems to have preceded and ushered
in the extravagancies of modern composition. The piece of
gsound criticism urged by the manager is also the sentiment of
a day long gone by. There are other considerations corrobo-
rative of the conclusion, that this drama is of no recent date,
derived from the history of its hero. Agnimitra the king of
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Vidisa, is the son of Pushpamitra, whose father is still alive
and who is rather unaccountably termed the Senan: or general.
The personages are little known to the pandits of the present
day. It appears from the Vishnu Purana, however, that
Pushpamitra was the founder of the Sunga dynasty of Magadha
Kings, having been the general of Vrihadratha, the last of the
Maurya race, whomn he deposed and put to death; he was suc-
ceded by his son Agnimitra, and no doubt remains therefore
of the identity of the personages. The first of the Maurya
race was Chandragupta whom all research continues to recog-
nise in Sandracottus. The princes of this family were ton in
number, to whose reigns the reasonable term of one hundred
and thirty seven years is assigned in the Vishnu Purana, which
places Agnimitra and his father about one hundred and sixty
vears hefore our era, above a century before the Kalidasa of
Vikramaditva's court and such a period was quite sufficient to
qualify Agnimitra to become the hero of a domestic drama.
The events of his reign, which ave familiarly alluded to, were
not of a character to have survived any very protracted inter-
vad in popular recollection, and it may be observed also, that
hig capital Vidisa bas been long obliterated frow the literary
records of the Iindus and that its precise situation is utterly
unknown: its flourishing condition in the days of one Kalidasa
is also adverted to in his Meghaduta. The term of general
applied in the play to Pushpamitra may perbaps correct the
history as given in the Purana and although he dispossessed
his first master of the crown, it seems likely that he refrained
from appropriating it to himself, being contented to retain the
military power, whilst he invested his son with the title and
name of king. There might seem reason therefore to infer
that the play was the work of the Kalidasa of fmtiquity.”“
Thus we see that this drama consists of historical characters
whose dates are almost certain and it should have been com-
posed when the incidents of Agnimitra’s reign were fresh in the
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minds of the people. Ience we can safely presume that the
Kalidasa who lived at Vikramaditya’s court during the first
century B. C. is the author of this drama. A fuller discussion
of the date of this Kalidasa we reserve for the introduction to
the Sakuntala.

The summary of the story of this drama is given in
Sanskrit in the Bhumika to, Priyadarsika issued from this Press.
We shall now analyse the play in English. The Play opens
with the entrance of Vakulavalika a female attendant of
Dha.riyjﬂ, the principal queen, who has been sent by her mis-
tress to the Music Hall to inquire of Ganadasa the dancing
master, the progress made by his pupil Malavika, in dancing
and singing. Another, Kaumudika, joins her and from their
conversation we learn that the king has, notwithstanding the
anxiety of the queen to keep the original from his know-
)ledge, seen the picture of Malavika printed by the side of the
.queen in the picture-gallery. The sight of the picture has, of
course inspired the king with an ardent desire to view the
original whom he has never yet beheld. In the next scene
Vakulavalika tells Ganadasa, the preceptor, that Malavika was
sent as a present to the queen by her brother, Virasena,
Governor of the barrier fortress on the Narmada. In the
scene thal follows we find hostilities are almost to break out
between Agnimitra and Yagnyasena, the king of Vidarbha.
The former had, on some oceasion, detained captive the brother-
in-law of the latter and Yagnyasena had retaliated by throwing
into captivity Madhavasena, the personal friend of Agnimitra,
when he was repairing to Vidisa to make a family alliance with
Agnimitra by giving him his sister in marriage. Yagnyasena
proposes an exchange of prisoners, but Agnimitra baughtily
rejects the stipulation, and issues orders to his brother-in-law,
Virasena, to lead an army immediately against the king of
Vidarbha. This affair being thus disposed of, king Agnimitra
directs his attention to domestic interests and enquires
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of bis Vidushaka Gautama, who is his confident in his love-
intrigues and whom he himself styles as Karyantarasachiva
(minister in a different affair), whether he has thought out
any means for an interview with Mualavika. The Vidushuka
had already thought out a course and had, for the successful
fulfilinent of his objeect, instigated a quarrel between the two
dancing masters in the royal Court viz., Ganadasa and Hara-
dutta regarding their respective pre-eminence. Consequently
these two professors now appear hefore the king and appeal to
him for a decision. But he refers the dispute to the Queen, in
consideration of Ganadasa’s being patronised by her. After
some discussion, in which a Parivrajika or female ascetic (who
has been secretly instructed beforehand by the Vidhushaka)
plays a prominent part in furtherance of the king's desire,
the queen is induced to consent reluctantly for a public trial of
the skill of the two professors as shewn in the respective pro-
ficiency of their select scholars. The Parvirajika in her capa-
city of Judge requires the two selected disciples to appear with
ag few ornaments as possible in order that their bodily graces
may be better appreciated and the two professors then retire
to make the necessary preparations for the approaching ex-
hibition. The sound of the Mridanga behind the scenes is the
token for the roval party to start for witnessing the contest of
gkill between the two dancing masters and with the departure
of the royal party the tirst Act closes.

The second Act opens with the assemblage of the party in
the Chamber where the performance is to take place- The
Parivrajika decides that Ganadasa, being the elder of the two
professors, should have precedence in the exhibition of skill
and accordingly Ganadasa brings forward Malavika as the
pupil on whom he stakes his credit. The king's desire is thus
gratified and Malavika sings and dances a Chatushpada Vastu,
which is represented as something of extraordinary difficulty.
Malavika’s performance is highly applauded and the Vidushaka
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detaing her with his witticisms until the queen, who has all
along suspected the plot, commands her to retire. The exhibi-
tion of Haradatta’s pupil not being essential to the purpose in
view, is evaded dramatically enough by the bards’ announcing
the hour of noon, on which the party breaks up—the queen and
her party hastening to the inner apartments and the king
expressing to the Vidushaka the intensity of his feeling towards
the fair Malavika.

The scenes of the third Act are laid in the garden of the
palace. One of the female servants enters the garden to take
some fruits to the Parvirajika and meets the lady gardener.
The inevitable chit chat follows and it is therein made known
that the attachment of the king and Malavika to each other is
too deep and that each of them pines for the other. The gar-
dener goes to inform the queen that the Asoka tree in the
garden has not blossomed and that the ceremony called
Dohada should be performed for the same. In the next scene
the king enters much love-stricken and reveals his passion to
his confident Vidushaka who has in the meanwhile contrived
the necessary means for another interview of the king with
Malavika. While they are admiring the beauties of the garden
Malavika enters in another part of it *and from her solilogquy
we learn that the Vidushaka, whilst setting her swing in motion,
has tumbled the queen out of it and sprg,_inedﬂher ankle, so
that she could not perform the ceremony of Dg}zafia herself and
that she therefore had deputed Malavika to do it for her with a
promise that if the Asoka tree puts forth flowers withip fiye days
she would gratify all her desires and that consequently Malavi-
ka’s friend Vakulavalika has gone to fetch the royal ornaments
for Malavika to wear on the occasion. Vakulavalika now
returns with the royal habiliments and in the ensuing
conversation Malavika acknowledges her passion for the king,
who, with his friend Gautama, has been watching them from
behind the tree overhearing the declaration. Meanwhile Iravati,
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the junior queen, and her attendant enter the garden having
already made an appointment with the king that they both
should enjoy the swing in the garden at that time. Not find-
ing the king they take a stroll in the garden and overhear the
whole of the conversation between Vakulavalika and Malavika
Iravati is naturally enraged when the king presents himself be-
forg Malavika and addresses her in loving terms. She also
appears on the scene all on a sudden, commands Malavika to
retire and leaves the king in a violent rage to inform the senior
queen Dharini of what is going forward.

In the beginning of the fourth Act the Vidushaka informs
the king that Malavika has heen securely locked up in the
Sarabhandagr tha by the queen with strict injunctions not to
release her exeept on the production of her signet ring bearing
the seal of a serpent. The Vidushaka, howaever, undertakes to
effect her liberation and whilst he prepares for his scheme the
king pays a visit to the Queen. In the next scene, whilst the
king is engaged in conversation with Dharini and the Parivra-
jika, the Vidushaka rushes in exclaiming he has been bitten by
8 venomous snake while gathering flowers to bring with him as
Q‘presents on his visit to the queen, and exhibits his thumb
Hound with his sacred thread and marked withthe impressions
!imde by the teeth of the reptile. ~The Parivrajika, with some
humour as well as good surgery, recommends the actual cau-
tery or the amputation of the thumb; but the Vidushaka pre-
tending to be in convulsions and dying, the snake doctor is
sent for, who, having bad his cue, refuses to come and desires
tha patient may be sent to him. The Vidushaka is accordingly
sent. The queen is in great alarm, as being, however innocently
the cause of a brahman’s death. Presently the messenger
returns stating the only hope is the application of the snake-
stone to the bite and requesting the king to order one to be
procured. The Queen has one in her signet ring which she

instantly takes off her finger and sends to the Vidushaka. This
i
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is his object; for having got this in his possession, he immedi-
ately effects the release of Malavika after which the ring is re-
turned to the queen with the statement that the Vidushaks is
perfectly recovered. The king then being summoned away by
a concerted pretext, hastens to the Smnudra_ggjlm whither
Malavika has been conveyed with her friend and companion
Vakulavalika. Malavika is there found by her lover engrossed
in the contemplation of the pictures that adorn the pavilion.
Vakulavalika retires. The Vidushaka takes charge of the door
but no sooner sits down on the threshold than he falls asleep.
Nipunika, the attendant of Iravati, finds him here and reports
the same to her mistress who repairs to the spot to verify for
herself the truth of the report. When she, with her attendant,
approaches the place, Vidushaka is found speaking loud in his
dreams of Malavika. Iravati, at once grows jealous and throws
a crooked stick at the Vidushaka who waking himself up at

jonce mistakes the crooked stick for a serpent and is greatly

tafraid that he has come across a real serpent as a punishment-

g,for the pretensions he played in the previous Act. His screams
attract the lovers from inside the bower and the moment
the king and Malavika make their appearance they are con-
fronted by Iravati and her attendant. Iravati at once sends
information of her discoveries to queen Dharini and in the
meantime remains sentinel over the culprits. The party how-
ever is disturbed by news that the princess Vasulakshmi has
been almost frightened to death by a monkey and Iravati and
the King hasten at once to her agsistance, leaving Malavika to
the consolation derived from hearing the Asoka tree is in blos-
som, an omen of the final suceess of her own desires.

The fifth Act collects the king, queen, the Parivrajaka
Malavika and other attendants about the Asoka tree, when
some presents arrive from the now submissive monarch of Vi-
darbbha, against whom the troops of Virasena have been success-
ful. Amongst the gifts are two female slaves, who immediate-
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ly recognise in Malavika, the sister of Madhavasena, the friend
of Agnimitra, whom the armies of the latter have just extrica-
ted from the captivity to which the Vidarbha sovereign had
consigned him. It appears that when he was formerly seized
by his kinsman, his minister, Sumati, contrived to effect his
own escape along with his sister and the young princess. That
sister, Kausiki, now reveals herself in the person of the Pariv-
rajika and continues the story of their flight. Sumati joined a
caravan bound to Vidisa. On their way through the Vindhys
Mountains they were attacked by the foresters. In the affray
Sumati was slain and Malavika was lost.  Kausiki, left alone,
committed, her brother’s body to the flames and then resumed
her route to Vidisa, where she assumed the character of a
female ascetic. Kausiki soon found out Malavika, but forebore
to discover herself, confiding in the prophecy of a sage, who
had foretold that the princess, after passing through a period
of servitude, would meet with a suitable match. The story
now pauses while the king issues his orders respecting the
_terms to be granted to Yajnyasena, the King of Vidarbha, the
hal( of whose territory he assigns to Madhavasena, the brother
of Malavika, their dominions to lie respectively north and
souﬁ of the Varada river, the Wurda of modern times. Now
a ldtter arrives from Pushpamitra giving an account of some
transactions that have occurred upon the southern bank of the
Indus. Pushpamitra bad undertaken to celebrate an Aswame-
dha for which it was essential that the steed should have a free
range for twelve months being attended only by a gaurd to
secure him. This gaurd had been placed by Pushpamitra un-
der the command of Agnimitra’s son, Vasumitra. Whilst fol-
lowing the steed along the Indus a party of Yavana horse at-
tempted to carry off the courser, but they were encountered by
the young prince, and after a sharp conflict, defeated.  Push-
pamitra concludes with inviting his son to come with his
family to complete the sacrifice. The queen Dharini overjoyed
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+by the news of her son’s success and safety, distributes rich
ipresents to all her train, whilst to the king she presents Mala-
gvika. Iravati communicates her concurrence in this arrange-
'ment and the king thus obtains another bride. The piece
closes with the king’s expressing his hope that he may ever
retain the regard of his queen Dbarini and that his subjects
may never suffer any calamity whilst he reigns over them.

Such is the argument of the play and the hero, king Agni-
mitra, as we have already observed, is a historical personage
differing very little from the author’'s heroes in his other two
plays in the purity of his manners. He is ever ccurteous and
attentive to his queens. He is very respectful towards the
Parivrajika and always speaks approvingly of her conduect
When she says that she put on the robes of the ascetic after
her sad bereavements, he remarks !ﬁﬁt&ﬂ q+q[: thus showing
that such a line of conduct was adopted by the good in his
days. He is well conversant with the politics of his country
His mipisters praise bim since his orders are quite 1n
accordance with the decision of his Ministerial Cabinet. His
chivalry is well exhibited throughout the drama. He would
not rest quiet without appeasing his irate queen Iravati. His
fove to Malavika is quite pure and he takes her into his harem,
only after learning that she is a princess and after she is pre-
sented to him by the semor queen herself who, by the way,
is ever bent on pleasing her lord. His confident Vidushaka 1s
one of the happiest characters of the Play. He never slips by an
ppportunity to exercise his wits and always has an apt and
fanny remark to make He tar surpasses his prototypes in the
other two plavs. In short, he is the best specimen of Kali-
dasa’s creative genius.

Qur thanks are due to Pandit R. V. Krishnamachariat
for having helped us through the Mas. of Nilakantha's commen-
tary and to Anbil‘ks. Venkatacbariav foy his having given us
two Mss. of the drama.
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