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INTRODUCTION.

R N N IV IVIVIVIVS

The discovery of eome of the dramas of Bhiisa in Malabar inspired
hopes of research gcholars to search for the other lost dramas mentioned
in the works of Dadar0paka &e, The research in Malsbar for manu-
scripts resulted in the recovery of a host of works till now unknown in
every branch of the Sanskrit lesrning, Particularly Bhojadeva's
S'ringiraprakafn, the largest work on poetics ever written in any
language, wherein more than ten thousand quotstions from the
earlier authors are given, excites the admiration and curjosity of the
eritic. Abhinavabbérati, & learned commentary on Bharata’s Nétys-
$astra, Bhavaprakds'a, Ropadipikd, Kavyolldsa etc. have given us the
names and someiimes quotaticns  from a number of dramas bitherto
unheard of. From various references we know already that Tapaea-
vateardja and Udattardgbava of Anangaharsha Mayurija are in no way
inferior to Bhavabhuti’'s dramas. Pratibbi-cinakys, Mnkunatiditaka,
Mudrisuveds, Devicandragupta, Vikrintas'Cdraka, Deviparinaya,
(Fangatarangikd, Tarangadatts, Padmivstiparinaya &c., were the
productions of great poets which are now extinct. The fond hopes of
some research stholars in the south to unearth rare dramas are realised
to some extent hnd in a few cades they are rewarded with certain works
from which meﬂe verses are quoted in works of Alankara without their
names, We have been able to issue a volume of four plays of the
Bhdna type, written by ancient authors, viz., Vararuchi, Iévaradstta,
Syimilaka and S'udraka. The scholars who have now read these works
have said that the colleotion forms “the solid contribution to liter-
ature,”” Among many more dramas which we are fortunste to
discover or identify, Vatsardjacarita of 8'0draks, a fine drams, Vijjika's
Konmudimahotsava, and Koondamald of Difiguiga arrest the attention

of the research student.
2. Kundamila was found in two public libraries in fragmentary

condition and two more fragments were obtained from private collece
ions. When all the fragments were read togetber they formed a com-
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plete drama. DBut they were full of scribal errors and the DPrakrit
passages had no Sanskrit rendering along with them. Kundsmild
presented a living picture and delicate characterisation and certairly
rovealed the hand of agrat poet. Subsequently it was proposed to
issue this work as the second in our series.

& The manuscript materials used in the preparation of this edition :—

Two Mss., one in Telugu characters, another in Grantha script
in the Tanjore Palace Library, in which the Telegn Ms. was copied
about 150 years ago from the Grantha ftranseript. Unfortunately
the Telugu copy is not only injured but is full of errors committed by the
seribe in deciphering his Grantha original, which is also faulty and
injured ;

Two Mss, from the Government Oriental Library; Mysore, in
which one is a Kanarese transcript and another in Grautha seript, the
latter scems to be the original for the former or both of them might
have been copies of a common original now extinct.

Both the transcripts of the Tanjore Library want the beginning
and they are defective by a namber of lacuns in the fifth and sixth
acts, while both the Mysore transcripts lost the latter half of the
first act, the whole of the second and the beginning of the third
act and it seems that in the sixth act the very first original from
which the two transcripts were prepared was broken in the middle
of the lesf missing one half of it, ‘T'wo other frsgments had only a
few verses each.

The present edition is based upon these transeripts. The whole
of the second act which is found only in the Tanjore Mss, and
which unhappily abounds in Prakrit speeches where the best soribe
blunders, is, in spite of all our efforts, still unsatisfactory. None of
the transcripts contain the Ssnskrit rendering of the Prakrit passages
and we are solely responsible for any bad workmenship whioh the
reader may find anywhere. It 1s hoped that time may grant us one
good manuseript to immortalise the anthor’s words in purity.

8. The prologne in the Mysore trapseripts gives out that the
work was composed by Dibgpdga, an inhabitant of Arérilapura



[ )
m

The copies of the Tanjore Palace Library have laguna here ; but at the
end of the drama the scribe says that it was by Dhirandga of Ang-
puridha ( srygereed ¥AqRATET ).! Now the question arises abont the
authorship, Difigniga was the celebrated Buddbist logician and in
Sfktimuktdvali an epithet Bhadanta is attached to the name Dhirandga.,
Thus both the writers are the Buddhists. Does a Buddhist condescend
to write on the theme of Rama's exploits? Of course Kuméradasa,
the author of Janaktharana will answer the question in the affirma-
tive, Now how to decide the authorahip between them? In the
meanunecript copy of Vallabhadeva’s SubbAshitivali, which in the
beginning contains a number of verses of various poets which are
missing in the printed edition, the second verse of this drama is given
tnder Difigniga, The work itself is mentioned by 'dradétanaya
in his BbAvaprakida in the following terms jem a”

FRAe™ gl affargwdgar (VI Adhi)

The latter portion of the prastdvand (prologue) is found quoted in
Sibityederpana by Viavanitha. The verse,

R qur: gy HUET:

WIRATEL sqere @
frfiqeor eRotwormar

st g RRrmirggetag

ia found quoted in two places (1X, X1IX Pra.) in 8/ringdra Prakis’
by Bhojadeva, and the same verse is given in Mahdnitaka which
is older than S'éradatanaya (1150 A. D.). Baburfipamit'ra and the
anonymons author of Kavyakamadhenu mention this drama by name.
We are disposed to think from thepecaliarties in the Prakrit spoeches
that the work reveals the literary development of Prakrit of the
fourth and fifth centuries A, D. And we have no reasons to doubt
the authenticity of the transoripts that we have examix.ud and
the quotation in the Subbfshitavall in ascribing the work to Difignéga.

DinigaAgs was o prolific writer on the Buddhist philosophy and
Nyhyapravee's is now svailable to soholars. His views were eriticised
by Viadhyavésin, whom we can identify with Vyadi who is different
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from his nsmesake, s contemporary of Vararuhi. Vindbyavdsin
was in his tarn attacked by Dharmakirti who is generally known ss
Bhikshu in the writings of the later Mimansakas. Kumdrila oriti-
oises the views of Bhikshu, Prof. Ui in bis valuable introduction to
the edition of Das’apadérthi opines that Difigraga muet bave flcuriehed
about the first quarter of tho fifth century A. D. This date for
Difigniga agrees with a number of synchronous references, In
Meghasandes’a, its comwentator, Malliniths, commeating on the
verse—

“ TR EHT R ARy €

Rrearmmt ofy afte weramea,”
interprets the lines to bear a latent ridicnle to the poet, Diiignégs, as
intended by Kalidasa, Some modern scholars are disposed to think
that Mallindtha was somewhat far-fetched and that there is no warranty
for any such meaning. Now we find that Dakshindvartanitha, an older
commentator on the same than Mallinitha and of about 1100 A, D
has an elabotate reference pointing to the same econclusion in the
following words :—

ewfgeras Agewa Agetum: FaT eRffate, ad
gRn: g saR—
AT YT FHFFeli-
N RAHIN I AFTHYSH |
. Ruemge frgeuess-
¢ arewERR Regdma i
sl PP G sARgSTRETERdREgERe | @ g
fragesReaTna: #iR e gitn: asiEall | qeneERT & o
QY 1 Remrmam—erna REFmEE! AR | esgaEsm—sia
SENTIERY EEREaRTaE afar | eamfiE-ReEe gy
Vsl AREAWTAEANRSTRT G YIgRtATAR |
AR EAEFREIgRN T RIER TG AN RRea R SRTTSHA SR |

Thus Diignégs, Nichuls aud Kiliddea seem to be contemporaries
whom we associate with one Vikraméaditys, Pravarasena and Kuméra.
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dées, Bhojedeva in his 8'ringiraprakis'a (IX Prok,) says that Kalidaes
who was sent on an embassy to the court of a Kuntala King wes
enquired by VikramAditya into the doinge of the Kuntala king and
Kaliddea replied 1

AYFSE AT ANSAHT FHr=eqr
IEREDEEIEE e E TG o

.a§ -~ '
fYafy aggaediraman® Rt
A RfafEe FaeEmda:
Vikramiditya having read fd=far with &f3r together meaning thereby
‘when you were sucking * attecked Kalidfsa as to what be meant.
Thig will show that K4lidasa was sent as an ambassador by Vikramai.
ditya toa King of Kuntala. Kshemendra geems to certify this
statement by his quotation from Kalidasa’s Kuntesvaradautys, which
is evidently an error for Kuntaledvara.dantya. Who was this Kuntala
king? The commentator on the Setubandha bas the following to our
Tesoue :—
it sregmsiagRatad AxaREamn
4 T% iR SRFaERY: YgTwEEg )
The author of Bharatscarita explicitly says in the following verse
that the anthor of Eetubandhl wag a King of Kuntala,

T EIAGTTAT -
ud'at'u ﬁrfiiﬁtﬁ‘m |

FEATFFANITG
. qgeg weg 9 Feaow: |l

From these referencey we are tempted to identily the Kuntals King
of K&lidasa's embassy with Pravarasena, the author of Setubandhs
which might have been retoucshed by Kailidisa. Pravarasens, the
King of Vikitakas, who descended from Elichpur in the Central
Provinces into the country bordering the Godavari delesting the
Kadambas who were its rulers, fixed his capital at RAmagiri thirty
miles north of Warangsl, from which the immortal cloud of Kalidisa
sfarts on an amorous embassy, Pravarasena IL of the Vakitakas ig
epignphioally asgigned fo 420 A. D,
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Kumiraddsagihe King of Ceylon, is #aid in the Singhilese tra.
dition to have died on the funeral pyre of Kaliddsa and the annals
of Ceylon give the eame date (420 A, D.) to that sovereign poet,
From all theso references Difignigs, s contemporary of these poets
may be placed in the first quarter of the filth century.

We are unable te identify Arirdla-pura with any known places.
The peculiarities in the old Grantha soript which easily lead to
erroncous deciphering, suggest that the word might have been
Aniradbspura in Ceylon, The 8inghalese tradition farther
states that Nichula wrote a work called Tarald and that he was o
native c¢f that island.

4. Kundamdld as a drama.

The banishment of Sita by Rama stirs up even the hardest
heart and Bhavabhuti almost in a language of ecstacy endeared the
reverent name of Sita as a perfeotion of purity and innocence to all
the world. Diiignigs’s work withont any poetic or histrionio
conventions, which Bhavabhuti used to a degree of unnaturalness, is in
a natural aud graceful conduct of events exhibits the various phsses of
geparation ( fAN@PRFERE ) in concise and natural expression which
can be easily developed prodacing s kaledeiscopic effect on the mind
of the reader by a poet of Bhavabhuti’s ability. Some passages in
Kundamala, especially those in Prakrit uttered by Sita, touch the
heart very deeply.

We do not proposs to go into the merits of the drama, for the
readers are indeed better critics and will surely appreciate the

, delicate shades of the poet’s art, N

‘We most gratelully acknowledge every kind of help offered to us
in bringing out this edition by M, R. Ry, Brahmasri K.
Nageswara Row Pantulu Garu, the Editor of Andhra
Patrika, the famous Telugu daily in South lndia. We offer our
bearty thanks to Mr, Y. K. Padwal, the Printer, Tattvavivechaks
Press, for exeouting the printing of the work to our best satisfsction.

M. RAMAKRISHNA KAV],

8. K. RAMANATHA SASTRI,
Madras 1923, .
T————
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