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'T'he foregoing verse which sincalacly strings
tosether  four  great pocws, Vararuei, [swaradatta,
Syamilaka and Sudraka, who undoubtedly belong to
different parts of India and to different periods of literary
history, is found at tho end of the Padmaprabhrtaka.
More singularly does it contrast the genius of these
revered Four to that of Kalidasa whom eternal Fame
has warked as her own.  Whatever may be their morits
in the art of histrionies or in the exhibition of social
pictures of an age whieh history cannot repaint, the
modern research demaunds enumeration of references to
build up a harmonious history of them. The following
ard the only soraps of stray notices of these poets that
a patient seafch has rewarded us and which do not after
all mark the épociﬁc points of their life in the "Kternity

“of Time with’any certainty.

- Of these four authors Vararnei stands first in
chronological order.  According to Kathasaritsagara he
‘Was a contemporary and co-pupil of Pauini, who is
agsigned to the last of the Nandas, the rulers of Magadha.
While still young he lost his father and Vyadi first

introduced him to his precepter Upavarsa. In corrobo- -
“vation of this statement, the Avantisundari-Kathasara
_vecites his story similarly locating his birthplace some-
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where on the bank of the Gtodavari. His wother was
Satrayani, the daughter of Ka,t.gguya,na; Among his
works other than those on grauitnar, astrology and
Dharmasastra, a Kavya called Kanthabbarana, ment-
ioned by Rajasekhara, and Caruamati ascribed to him
in the manuseript copies of Subhasitavali are among his
lost works. The verse 1740 of the printed gext of
Subhagitavali is ascribed in oar manuseript to Carumati
and Bhojadeva in his Srngaraprakasa quotes from the
same the following verse as uttered before the hero by
a pair of Kinnaras sent on amorous embassy.

FARFITHNOzATTqr AFFRAATAraiorar
FRTRIT FTHTA0 97 490 [{ast gfiaitaq o

SUDRAKA.

Sudraka comes next in point of ehronology, We.
know him as an author of Mrechakatika and Vatsaraja-
caritas.  But we aseribe Balacarita and Avimaraka to
him.  The Drama Carudatta is only the first draft of
Mrechakatika. He was. a brahmin attached to the
court of Svati, an Andhra-Bhrtya king of Ujjain. When
still young he quarrelled with the prince and his friends.
His iatimate friend Bandbudatta saved himn from -
difficulties which he repaid afterwards. A Bhiksu called
Sanghilaka, who is a character in this Bhana, wag
induced to murder him. whorn Sudraka overpowered and
killed. Dandin describes his adventures in his Avanti
sundari, which bear striking similarity to the exploits
of the heroes of his dramas. A closar examination of
the language used in his own characterization of his
heroes such as Visamasila, Sahasalanghany etc, induces
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one tu Ldonmf;y hiw with the orxoma,tor of the Vlkmmm

Era.  We know that ho defeated Svati and obtained
the throne of Ujjain. His adventures were sung in a
number of literary corapositions :—

1. Sudraka-Katha of Ramila and Somila, hisown
contemporaries, and apparently when the former left it
half the latter completed it.

2. Vikranta-Sudraka, a drama by an unknown

author exhibiting his political schenes.  In one of the
acts Haragana burns his wife, Harimati, to save hig
- master, Sndraka, who seems to have rescued her.

3. Wudrakacarita by Pancasikha, A Prakrit
- verse from it is quoted by Bhojadeva.

Muladeva, the hero of this Drama, appears to be
a poet and a scholar. The h‘mnnent'mry verse of Dandin’s
Av‘mtmmdarl runs a& follows : -~

a mrmvrqmm FAFTAOATT FAT qa?a‘nqar

Uomd%m the heroive of this drama, her sigter
Vi 1pu a and his friend Sasa, the characters in this drama
are alluded toj by Bana in his Kadambari:

Fofigasds aftatgaAgamar samrar

“Acala here means his capital Acalapura, modern
Ellichpur. The commentator of Kadambari, commented
on the word Karnisuta as the author of Aphorisms  on
theft. The same fact is referred to by Mahendravarman
in his farce, Mattavilaga, and in Mrechakatika also.
Sudraka’s name is mentioned by Bana, second Subandhu,
" Dandin, Vamana and Ksememdra (who .spells  Sasi
instead of Sasn as used by Sudraka). A host of Indian
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rmlers aspeomlyof t,he Pw}mva. a.nd tbe Wesn-Gang&-f‘
families bore titles oonsmmng the word Sudmkm as &’
symhol of veulour : . o T

: Kanmdauta, a work alluded to in  this Bhana,
wust have been o Prakarana in 10 acis and probably
the production of Sadraka himsell. He ridicules Dattaka
~ having used the sacred word Om at the beginning of his
unvedic Sutras guiding the prostitute’s life. Dattakalusi,
a follower of Panini’s system is introduced to us fighting
against the vigorous Katantrikas. This illustrates the

the Period of controversy when Panini’s grammar
acutely struggled against other systems for superiority.

One verse from the Padma Prabhrtaka is qnoted

by Hemacandra in his. Kavyanusasana (page 198-—line
12); a few others by Nilakantha in his Kavyollasa and
~the first verse in the Manuseript copies of Subhasitavali .
~among the verses devoted to Siva.

The fivst verse of Ubhayabhisarika is found quoted
in Tarunavacaspati’s comnnentary on Dandin's Kavya-
darsa (page 196 edition of late Professor M. Rangacharya),
Two more verses are quoted by Nilakantha in his
Kavyollasa. '

ISVARADATTA.

Isvaradatta was probably a native of Magadha,

His date cannot be determined with the e,waila.b_la‘fac»tf;. ‘

His work is mentioned by Bhojadeva in his Srngarapra-

kasa and the sawe verse w as borrowed by Hemachandra

“Vide Kavyanusasana page 339--18). A number of -
verses from this work are quoted in Kavyollasa and the



L DR

:-'"‘,;hlrd varsa of our 8@% is touud in Lhe ma,nusoupn copy
ot Subhasitavali under the name of Isvarasena. This
© creates a doubt whether he belongs to the family of
- Pravarasena and Sarvascna.  Dhurtavita is a develop-
~ment on cnrtmn remarks of Bharata in his Natya Sastra

{Vide Chapter 22). There is stroug resemblance in.
expression between Dandin’s Avansisundari and Dhurta-
vita though that in the latter appears move refined.

SYAMILAKA.

* Syamilaka appears to have been a native of
Kashmir as he calls himsef an Udicya @ northerner).
As far as we know there are two authors under this
nawme, one u friend of Bhanabhatta and the other, the
teacher of Mahitnahhatta, who calls him a Mahakavi.
Mahima, the author of Vyaktiviveka, appears to be an
elder contemporary of Sriharsa, the Khandanakara.
Syamilaka, ou“r author is wentioned by Ksemendra in
his Auclt.y:wwam, and the verse quoted is found in our
text. Abhmrpabupm of 1000 4. p. also wgntions Sya-
* milaka and qdotes from Padataditaka, so, it seems im-
probable x;hzmtj?l_te 15 the same as the teacher of Mahima-
bhatta. whose dabe is still uncertain,  Undoubtedly he
“wag & native of Kashmir but whether he was a contem-
porary of Bhattanayaka, Abhinavagupta or still later
has to be proved. Syamilaka of our text secms to have
lived about 800900 A. 0. Verses from Padataditaka.
are found quoted in Maduscript copies of Subhasitavali,
Kavyollasa, Hrdayaharini (A commentary ou Bhoja's
‘Aatadhya,yi) hesides.in Abbinavabharati, Aueitysvicara
f@md Va.kroktn;;wxm of Kuntalaka.
Bubh Isvaradatta .md Syanila quote el g
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