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PREFACEK.

The edition of the work is based on two palm-leaf-
manuscripts. They are written in Malayalam characters and
are about three or four centuries old, marked in the footnotes
as % and @ The manuscript % belongs to the Library of Mana-
likkara Matham near Padmanabhapuram in South Travancore,
and is full of errors. The other manuscript @ which is com-
paratively free from ervors was obtained from Mr. Nilakanthan
Chakyir of Manganam near Kottayam. Both the manuscripfg
contain neither the benedictory verse at the beginning nor the
¥ Bharatavdakya”, on the closing verse, at the end, while the
manuscript & has the colophon “ safid =msae” at the end.

[t has already been observed in the introduction of Svapna-
visavadatta, that the play Charudatta forms the nucleus of the
famous Mrichchhakatika of Stdraka. As regards the plot, the
first Acts of the two plays differ very little except that Vasanta-
send is pursued by two persons in the Chérudatta, while she is
pursued in the Mrichchhakatika by three persons, namely Vita,
Cheta and Sakara. In the second Act of the Charudatta are not
found the characters, Mathura, Dyftakara and Darduraka
of the Mr{chchhakatika, and the Shampooer leaves Vasantasend
to turn a “ DParivrdt” but not a ‘*“ Sékya Sramanaka’ as in
I\Irichc-hhakayka. In the third Act, the plot is the same in
both the plays. [n? the fourth, when Vasantasena has over-
heard the conversation between Madanikd and Sajjalaka,
Vidfishaka steps in to carry out his mission; and Sajjalaka
appears before Vasantasend, only after Vidfishaka is gone,
unlike in Mrichchhakatika.

It may be noted that no reference to the story of Aryaka
and Palaka is found”anywhere in Charudatta. The ideas tersely
expressed in Chérudatta are expanded at greater length by
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Sfidraka.,  For instance the Charudatta contains only the three
following verses  having meaningless  repetitions-and  wrong
allusions  of  Rakira i:—

“fb @ arA@ TwEly FEeed
geaiy o Al g g@ )
0T TR R sogg ¥ aRE
AFIBASIURT R Teago ||

“ ff gy TEIIAT FrATTR & IURIT 41 |
g ga IR Fwee grEs daRaEs® |

“ oy & 9 ReRioda 3y aey RiBlaRy |
FAR w3y Fafk a9 agvws ag=hms arn

Similarly, the description of the mansion of Vasantaseni
by Vidiishaka is couched in the following words in the Chdru-

thittin; —
()

frew: — (w8 Rom) of wfrerae afedaar |
OOTAEOEAIRIE AANRCRE TEe AT | Gl o wRR-
cqerifdr | Ao TR | GIOUHART ABFROTHD AR
A |

While Sdraka has dragged on the above description, to a
tedious length in Mrichchhakatika.

Ax regards the textual differences in the plays it is found
that some of the verses ocewring in Chirudatta are copied as
such in Mrichchhakatika, some are adapted with a little varia-
tion, & few ave omitted and a good many verses ar~ so newly
added by Sadraka.

[n the prose passages of Mrichchhakatika similar additions
and alterations are observable throughout the four Acts,

TRIVANDRUM., T. GANAPATI SKSTRE
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