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BHASA KATHA SARA
Parr 1I.
SUMMARY OI' THIS STORY.

(1)

DASARATHA, of the illustrious Solar race of kings,
ruled over Ayodhya for a long number of years. At the
declining period of his life, he, desiring to lead a recluse’s
lifc as was the wont with his noble ancestors when
grown old, made preparations for the corenation of his
cldest son Ramachandra. Dut the actual investiture was
interrupted  at the critical moment by Manthara who
flashed a shocking message to the king by the authority of
Kaikeyi the junior quecn. The kingdom was settled on the
issue of Kaikeyi through the bargaining of her parents at
the time of her marriage and Dasaratha was sadly helpless
when the stipulation was demanded to be given effect
to. The pathosiof the situation was iurther intensified
Ly the tenacious  insistence by Kaikeyi on the banish-
ment of Rama for fourteen years from the kingdom.
Lakshmana was ablaze with wrath at such a turn of the
events and was particularly incited to a spirit of desperate
vengeance by the latter clause of indefensible cruelty.
Dasaratha himself was protesting and struggling despe-
rately against the injusticc sought to be done to Rama.
But, Rama, noble as he was, declared himsclf determined
to carry out to the letter the command of his junior step-
mother. To Sita a long separation from Rama during
his exile was unthinkable, and Lakshmana’s secession
followed as a matter of course. The three set out for the
forest amidst the pathetic groans and hclpless protests
of the citizens, friends, servants and the nearest kinsmen.
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The terrible blow of Rama’s departure, entirely
shattered the faculties and the physique of the old Dasa-
ratha already in the wane, and the farthest limit to which
he managed to drag on his intolerable existence was the
moment of Sumantra’s return after his escorting the
exiles up to the territorial boundary.

When Dasaratha passed away, Vasishta taking coun-
scl with the ministers, sent for Bharata who from his early
age had been living in the household of his uncle: The
messenger was charged with saying nothing about the
death of Dasaratha and Bharata was given to understand
that his father was sick.

Upon reaching the outskirts of Ayodhya, Dharata
was required to wait for a short while in order that the
hour of an auspicious constellation might arrive. Bharata
cast about to spend the interval leisurcly and, descrying
a temple not far off, walked into it. In the interior he
found four consecrated images which were apparently
fashioned on human models. When he prepared to offer
his salutation and prayer to them the temple-guard sud-
denly intervened and said “These are Kshatriyas and as
such are not to be saluted by a person like you’’. Upon
further enquiry the guard pointed to the first three images
as being those of Dilipa, Raghu and Aja, respectively, the
ancestors of Bharata. When he procceded to identify
the fourth which bore a close resemblance to Dasa-
ratha himself, Bharata required to know if statues wecre
installed, in that house, of living monarchs also. The
speedy reply of the guard tothis was, ‘“No. Statues are
made only for the dead.” Bharata’s head rceled on his
hearing this, for, he vaguely perceived that a calamitous an-
nouncement was lying in wait for him; and being unwilling
to be shocked so precipitously, forbade the guard to speak
further on. But the guard defiantly and relentlessly con-
tinued: “Why, sir, would you not know about this image of
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Dasaratha, the king who gave up his kingdom and his life
for the sake of keeping his marriage-pledge?” Bharata
could not bear the crushing cruclty of this news, It was
all his mother’s doing and he was involved in the guilt
however involuntarily and unwittingly. Another step in
the conversation revealed that Rama, with Sita and Lak-
shmana had gone into exile to the forest. Bharata swooned
and recovered, cried in despair, depreciated his luck, des-
pised himself for being the motive of his mother’s cruel
avarice, and once again swooned. The temple-guard could
no more be mistaken in the identity of the person whom
he had so unwarily reduced to such a sad plight.

At this juncture, entered by previous appointment
the bereaved ladies of the harem escorted by Sumantra
in order to inspect the statue of Dasaratha newly installed
in the statue housc of ancestors The guard directed their
attention to the plight of Bharata and retired. When
Bharata was brought back to consciousness by the efforts
of the ladies, a scene of pathetic confusion followed.
Bharata paid hlb respects to Kausalya and Su.nitra, but
did not deign té look on the face of Kaikeyi. He rebuked
her blttuly making her answerable for a number of cruel-
ties and crimes. e rcjected with contempt the offer of
the crown made by Vasishta and without entering the
city, directly set out to the forest to mect Rama,

Rama’s hermitage was on the Chitrakuta mountain.
Bharata supplicated himsclf before Rama, seeking pardon
for all the sins of his mother and begged of him to accept
the crown. But Rama was stern in his adherence to duty
and enjoined Bharata to carry out in his turn the wishes
of the dcparted father by taking up the sover cignty.
Bharata however, Dbeing unable to acquiesce in the
cxhortation with a free conscience, struck a compromise
by which he was to install on the throne the pair of slip-
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pers worn by Rama and govern the kingdom as its servant
for 14 years at the end of which period Rama was to
assume sovereignty in the regular manner. Upon Rama
willingly parting with the slippers in order to please his
devoted brother, Bharata turned back with a conscience
much laid at ease,

(2)

Sometime later, when Bharata was provoked by the
tidings of Rama’s adversities in the forest, to insult Kai-
keyi ruthlessly for her ill-fated fatuation, che, seconded
by Sumantra, appealed to him to consider the following
facts in extenuation of her guilt. The banishment of
Rama with its sequel of Dasaratha giving up his life out
of grief, was pre-ordained by virtue of a curse of an old
recluse whose only son Dasaratha had killed by mistake
while hunting. In the matter of fixing the term of exile
Kaikeyi had been made a mere tool by Providence, for
she intended to say ‘14 days” but actually said *“14
years”. Sumantra further eXplained that the preceptors
of the royal family, Vasishta and Vamadeva included,
acquiesced in all these dispensations of Providence and
were not' inclined to blame anybody. After this inter-
view Bharata cooled down considerably towards his
mother and sought reconciliation with her.

Soon after sending back Bharata, Rama left the
Chitrakuta and proceeding southwards entered the Daun-
dakaranya celebrating the entry with the slaying of
Viradha, He then visited a number of sages in their
respective hermitages and ultimately fixed his residence
at Janasthana a region which was subject to the sway of
a Rakshasa named Khara,

Living there, Rama once incurred the enmity of the
Rakshasas led by Khara through the wrong he did to
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Surpanakha. In the battle which followed, fourteen
thousand Rakshasas with the leaders Khara, Dushana and
Trisiras were swiftly destroyed by Rama unaided except
for his bow and arrows.

That Rama had become a great menace to the
Rakshasas soon reached the ears of Ravana and the latter
happening also to be swayed by a wicked motive regard-
ing Sita of whose beauty he had heard much, resolved
upon the abduction of Sita by a ruse, both as a measure of
vengeance against the enemy and as a means of carrying
out his own design on her. He chose his moment cle-
verly. Lakshmana had gone far away to welcome a sage
returning from a pilgrimage. Rama was discussing with
Sita about the means of celebrating in a marked way his
father’s annual ceremony which was coming off the very
next day. Ravana entered in the guise of a Sanyasin and
on being received with the customary civilities by Rama
and Sita, mentioned in a casual manner his acquaintance
with the Sraddha Kalpa. Rama eagerly enquired of him
“Holy Sir, acqnaint me with the most meritorious mecans
of gratifying the departed while oblations are being
offered to them. Ravana replied, ‘“there is a race of
wonderful deer on the seventh summit of the Himalayas
which are all gold and emeralds all over the body, which
vie with the wind in fleetness. and which drink of the
Ganges water directly falling from the matted crown of
Siva.” And when Rama succumbed to the temptation,
Ravana produced an illusion of such a deer and by this
agency managed {o entice Rama away from the spot.

When Rama had gone out of sight, Ravana suddenly
assumed his form and carried away Sita by force in his
car which coursed through the air. The heroic endeavours
of Jatayu, the eagle-friend of Dasaratha.to rescue Sita,
merely cost him his life and availed naught else,
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Rama returned after a fruitless pursuit of the deer
to see the hermitage empty.  Lakshmana soon joined
him. TUpon realising the loss he had sustaind Rama be-
came overwhelmed with grief. = He roamed about list-
lessly from forest to forest lamenting all the way and
scarcely taking comfort from the devoted solicitude of
Lakshmana.

When Rama reached Kishkindha in the course of
his rambles southward. there arose an alliance between
him and Sugriva the king of monkeys who was living in
the Risyamuka mountain in hourly dread of Vali, his
elder brother, baving been dispossessed by the latter of
both his kingdom and his wife. Rama slew Vali and
raised Sugriva to the throne of Kishkindha. Sugriva in
his turn despatched armies of monkeys to seek out Sita
in all directions. Angada son of Vali and Hanuman the
chief minister of Sugriva, were at the head of the party
going southwards. When they reached the sea-shore
they accidentally met Sampati the elder brother of
Jatayu and learnt through him that Sita was lodged in
Lanka on the other side of the ocean.

3

Hanuman the ablest of the monkeys and son of the
wind-god lept over the ocean and after making a careful
search in Lanka, espied Sita at the foot of a tree in the
harem-garden, wretched-looking and surrounded by Rak-
shasis. He also witnessed a scene which passed between
Sita and Ravana in which the most abject addresses of
the latter were scornfully rescnted by the former, Hanu-
man, soon after, took the opportunity to announce himself
to Sita. He placed in her hands the signet ring of Rama
as a token for inducing confidence and giving comfort.
After delivering Rama’s message of love and heroic re-
resolve to her, Hanuman courted a row with the Rak-
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shasas in which he made havoc of vast numbers of his
oppcnents. In the end he allowed himself to be taken
captive by Indrajit in order to bave an opportunity of
meeting the Lord of Lanka and affronting him in person.
This he did to his heart’s content and for his effrontery he
was punished with lighting up of his tail. In the course
of his bandying words with the encmy, Hanuman was able
to observe how Vibhishana, the brother of Ravana inter-
vened in his favour, strongly protesting against the
injustice of retaining Sita by force.

Soon after Hanuman had brought the news about
Sita’'s whereabouts and the enemy’s unrelenting attitude, the
armies of Sugriva accompanying Rama and Lakshmana
made rapid march towards the seashore and encamped
there, wondering how ever they were to cross the ocean.
Just at that time, Vibhishana joined the host as a sup-
pliant at the feet of Rama, having been expelled by his
brother on suspicion of disaffection and treachery. Rama
forded the ocean by the grace of the Ocean God and
pitched his caump on the slopes of the Suvela mountain
in Lanka, i

Then there ensued several skirmishes between the
Vanara and Rakshasa hosts. Each encounter laid a
heavy toll of the Rakshasas and one by one the stalwarts
fell on the field. Kumbhakarna himself had been slain
in battle, The geniusof victory secmed to bave deserted
Ravana. . Indrajit had sallied forth to battle to mend
matters if he could, At this juncture when a sober per-
son would have concentrated on war-policy, the ill-fated
Ravana pursued the mirage of Sita with absurd infatu-
ation. He sought to subjugate her to his will by
producing before her two puppet heads resembling those
of Rama and Lakshmana alleged to have been killed in
battle by Indrajit. But by an irony of fate, just at that
moment entered a servant breaking the calamitous news
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that Indrajit had been killed by Lakshmana., Ravana on
hearing this became overpowered by a tumultuous com-
mingling of disappointment, despair, sorrow and wrath,
and burst forth into the battle-ficld vowing that the rise of
another day would see on the fuce of the earth cither
Rama or Ravana, but not both,

Then ensued the famous battle between the two
herocs who had so long been mutually yearning for an
eventual personal combat. After a prolonged display of
skill on cither side, the ten heads of Ravana were felled
by Rama who used the invincible missile of Bralmastra
The devas delighted with the removal of the terror of the
universe, poured down celestial {lowers on the head of
victorious Ramachandra.

Rama next installed Vibhishana on the throne of
Lanka. Vibhishana, eager to rcstore Sita to Rama-
chandra made his respectful submission to that effect.
But Rama assumed an apparently rigourous attitude in
the matter, seeming to be afflicted with doubts regarding
the immaculate purity of Sita who had been living for so
long in the house of the wicked Rakshasa, however in-
voluntarily. Thus insulted, Sita was sorely aggrieved and
threw herself into the flames. But the God of Fire
would not injure her. She was the better for having
gone into the fire even as a gold neck-lace. Agni himself
bore her towards Rama and presenting her to him said
“Take back Janaki who is of spotless purity, sinless and
stainless. She is Lakshmi incarnate even as you are
Purushottama incarnate.”

Rama accepted Sita and with all his followers rc-
turned to Ayodhya making an aerial journey on the
Pushpaka Vimana, He there took back the Kingdom
from Bharata and with his coronation performed, rcigned
for long as king.

— g
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(SELECT PORTIONS.)

“I congratulate you on their high literary merit
...... I earnestly hope that it may be possible for
you to continue the publication of your admir-
able poetic works.”— FRANKLIN EDGERTON,
Yale University, Connecticut. May 29, 1934,

“Attractive little book of graceful - Sanskrit
poems.”—L. D, BARNETT, (British Museum.)
London, 30 May, 1934.

“I admire the fluent and elegant Sanskrit of
your poems. It is a pleasure to see how much
Sanskrit is still a living language.”’—

Pror.| M. WINTERNITZ, Prague University,
Czechdslovakia. 31—5—34.

“Your work is marked by felicity of expression,
commdnd of metre and skill in composition,
Your translations, in my opinion, represent very
creditébly the originals and testify to the almost
infinite capacity of Sanskrit to express human
ihought and emotion.”-A. BERRIEDALE KEITH,
Edinburgh University., 27 June, 34.

“I have much enjoyed them and I congratulate
you on your success in reproducing the grace
and charm of classical Sanskrit poetry.”—

E. J. RArsoN, Cambridge Univercity. 16-6-34,
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3

“I read the little volume with keen enjoyment."”
—RT. HON. V, S, SRINIVASA SASTRI,

“I have read the book and admired many pieces
in it for their genuine poetic flavour and for
their charming style.”~— PROF. M. HIRIYANNA,
Mysore-

“Writes with admirable ease and fluency.........
Sanskrit poems which have a modern note.” —

"DiwaN BAHADUR K. S. RAMASWAMI SASTRI.

“The collection of poems here published is only
a part of his lyrical effort. He has more to
publish if he got the chance. His language is
musical and generally familiar and easy, but
occasionally beyond the depth of the average
student- The verses run with surprising smooth-
ness and give you an idea of the possibilities of
the language in capable hands,”—

MR. T. R. V. SASTRI1, I the Hindu Literary
Supplement, May 15, 34.

“The translations show a good deal of command
over Sanskrit and have been carried out with
care and in a spirit of fidelity to the original
poems.........deserves the thanks of all lovers of
classical poetry for this new venture,”— THE
AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA, Calcoutta. May 0, 84,
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“Whether in the translations or in the original

- compositions, a high standard is maintained,”—

MRr. V. R, R. DIKSHITAR, Dharmarajya,
Madras-  April 21, 1984,

“A welcome indication of the life that pulsates
in this “dead” language.........In some of these
the author’s close observation of Nature is
evident. Some of the poems are translations
of well-known passages in English and these
have been very well done indeed ......... Wields
great command over the language and writes in
an easy flowing style. Some of the poems can
be set to music ......... We eagerly await the
publigation of the other volumes in the series.”—
MR. A. B. GAJENDRAGADKAR, [n the Aryan
Path} Bombay. Vol. No. 10, Oct. 1934. . .

“A master of metre and melody.””—THE ARDRA,
JAFENA.  Vol. III, Part I. January 1935.

“This is almost the first attempt during recent

- times by an English educated scholar to pro-

duce a book of poems in Sanskrit possessing a
modern flair and redolent with the taste and
culture of English literature ......... has kept
before his mind’s eye the ideal of Kalidasa.'’—
MR: K. BALASUBRAMANIA IYER, [n the Oriental
Research Journal, Madras, 1934.
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TFRE HEAAM:...... | V-— PaNDIT K. S. RAMASWAMI
SASTRI, Baroda, in the Udyana Patrika, Vol. VII,
Parts 9 & 10, 1934,

16. “ grEUiTaqr QEIEARAGATOANG......| "—
THE SAMSKRITA SAHITYA PARISHAT, Vol. XVII, No. 4,
August 1934, Calcutta.

17, « FBRBOASITED 00T B0 BewS &S 0% THY
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B. V. RAMANAYYA, in the “ Bharati ¥ Madras, June 34.
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~ KAUNDINYA PRAHASANA.: -

“Depicting a stratagem employed by a human
‘parasite’ to grab at the delicacies of a miser’s
table”—THE ARDRA. Jaffna.

“Its -dramatic motive is of the slightest, but he

-_has yet woven around it action and dialogue

which are of a stimulatingly comic character.”

' “TRIVENI, Madras.
." “The rare power of parody and burlesque which

you display in the presenting of it..,.. the dia-
logue sparkles with wit and the felicity and flow
of the style are admirable”—MR. M. R. Raja-
GOPALA AIYENGAR, Asst. Prof. of Enghsh The
PresMency College,

“I nuch appreciated the simplicity of its
stylejand the naturalness of the sentiments ex-
pressed in it—MR, M. HIRIYANNA, Mysore.

b
““.....icommand of Sanskrit, poetic fancy, literary
taste, and sense of melody.........also a keen

~sense of humour, rather unusual among Sanskrit

authors,—SIR P. S. SivaswaMI IYER.

q ¥ TEIEAET A FASHAGTAEGT T FqS
FaRmrdstagrardasa®, «f g e
fArnfEd oo @ qgwr Fftaefn -

aFa%mmzm agfratEgrRrTai-
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TSV | .. STET A SR afdareay
mmm wtdrsqfer i—The Uda-

yana Patrika.
SAMBHU CARYOPADESA.

1. “The Sanskrit versification is at once smooth
and charged with an eager eloquence”—THE
HiNDU Lit. Suppt.

2. “It shows all the grace and elegance which we
have learnt to associate with your Sanskrit
slokas.”—MR. M. R. R. AIYENGAR.

3. “sQuwrswser Qag seuvrergv HpSugworer
Foo I R Grar@r.......... U UTSEEST BT ESE
Si@e par,”’—SWADESAMITRAN.

4. “A master of melodious and stately Sanskrit’.—
MR. K. S. RAMAswAMI SASTRI in the Fore-
word.

5. “Elegant in diction and elevated in substance.”
—THE ARDRA.

6. " arIrAr AT ITRINAL qEAA iR
meftdorfmrs  g3aed  9Ew  AgRg
qafia qredceEaia:”’—Samskrita Sahitya
Parishat, Calcutta.

LAGHU RAMA CHARITAM (2nd Edn)
“There could be no better introduction to Sans-
krit poetry than the verse of Valmiki especially
- as found in this skllful abndgement”-——HINDU
Lit. Suppt.



%
WORKS BY MAHALINGA SASTRI.

1. KINKINIMALA. (First series) A collection of
shorter poems about fifty in number including songs
and translations from English literature: 1934,
Feather weight paper, cloth bound 2—0—-0

Do. Paper cover 1—8—0
2. BHASAKATHASARA. (in three Parts).

a. Part I. Containing narrations in easy and fluent
prose, of the Bhagavata and Bharata dramas of
Bhasa, with summaries of the stories in English
and glossary. 1934 Edition. = ... 0—8—0

b, PartII Do. of the Ramayana dramas with
summaries of the stories in English and glossary
1935 Edition 0—8—0

c. Part II] Do. of the dramas bused on traditional
themei with summaries of the stories in English
and udeful grammatical notes. 1936 Edition.
(Intermediate Text in the Madras University
for 1936 and subsequent Examinations)

0-14—0

d. TRANSLATION AND NOTES with a critical
Introduction, of the above Part III, for Intet-
mediate students 0=12—0

'8, KAUNDINYA PRAHASANAM, A farcical play in
two Acts—with Preface and notcs 0—38~Q
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4, SAMBHU CARYOPADESAM. A metrical translac’
tion in abridged form of Mr. K. S, Venkataramani's'
A Day with Sambhu, with a foreward by Diwan
Bahadur K. S. Ramaswami Sastrigal 40
5. LAGHU RAMA CARITAM. An abridgement of "
the Valmiki Ramayana for young pupils. 2nd Edn.
0—6—0
6. KUMARASAMBHAVA of Kalidasa. Cantos 5, 6
and 7 prescribed for the Intermediate Examinations
(Madras University) commencing from 1938, with .
Introduction, Translation, Notes etc. by Mahalinga
Sastri.
CANDRALOKA Chapter V. Prescribed for B. A.-
Examinations commencing from 1938 with Introduc-
tion, Translation and Notes by Do, (to be shortly
published.)

Apply to the Manager, SAHITYA CANDRA SALA,
» Madura.






