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PREFACE.

This play is styled ‘Avimaraka’ since it deals with ‘Avimiraka' the
prince of Sauvirakas. His concealed residence in the city of king Kunti-
bhoja with his parents in the form of a Swapdka (low-caste) owing to the
curse of a sage; the rescue, by him, of Kurangi the daughter of Kuntibhoja
his uncle from a fanatic elephant ; the conscquent mutual love that
springs between them ; his living in seeret with her in the palace of
Kuntibhoja; then their separation; then his determined effort to lose his
life fatigued of the idea of meeting her in future; his secretly coming in
contact with her again with the help of the magic ring given by a Vidya-
dhara ; his final association, at the end of the period of curse, with his
parents, uncle and others who have. by this time, learnt everything from

Narada ; these constitute the plot pictured in this play. The poetic

merit of 37\[36\ is here imbedded with that of WE& and H9®

at suitable occasions.

About the close of the sixth Act three persons ‘Avimaraka' as bride-
proom, Kurangt and Bhatika are introduced. But nothing is mentioned
of Kurangi and Bhatika ax regards their performance in the stage:
Bhatika's renzaining inactive may be explained on the ground that he is
only a servant: But as regards Kurangi who associates with the hero
Avimiraka’ at the time, her concomitance, at least, in hiz salutations
to the elders and his receiving their benedictions must be mentioned :
Henee we are led to infer that such a sentence describing the action of
the heroine must have been left in our manuseript (marked ®) unnoticed
hy the scribe ; Nor are we able to fill up the gap with the assistance
of the other manuscript ®, which is incomplete*, helonging to Mr.
Subrahmanya Moottathu of Haripad.

Trivandrum. T. GANAPATI SASTRI.

* |/, onds with “W—-am:at WA AfEEm qE @ F Rayem’
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