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INTRODUCTION
BY

Mahamahopadhyaya Arthasistra-Visarads,
Dr. R. Shama Sastry,

So sweet is the Sanskrit tonjue and so charming are the
eteries of the great Indian Epics, the Mahabharata and the Rama..
yana, that no Sanskrit scholar with some poetical talent can sup-
press his desire to versify or dramatise one or the other of the
thrilling anecdotes narrated in them: He finds the plots ready-
made for him there ; and all that he kas to do is to arrange the
matter with or without some modification of his own into scenes
ard acts. The feelings of sympathy or antipathy, of disinterested
friendship or virtuous indignation, and of virtue's triumph over
wickedness or its meek submission to fate for the time being
aroused in the breast of the reader or the spsctator of the drama
are so genuine and natural that no effort is needed on the part of
the dramatist to change the original plot and bring it to culmina-
tion. Notwithstanding the supernatural occurrences with which
the story abounds, it by no means loses its valus of human interest.
Divine intervention is made to play its part only where frail na-
ture is evidently anticipated to fail miserably in its struggle
against wickedness, and submit itself to the inevitable catastrophe,
Sucha turn makes human interest in the event all the more
intense than dull and stupifying. It also teachss the sure support
of the supernatural to virtue in its struggle against evil. This
is why Indian poets, truly religious in their heart, are not tired of
repeating the stories of the Indian Epics in prose, poetry, and
drama over again and again.

Nor is the skill of originality in narrating the old tales lost
sight of. To make the narration attractive and impressive, the
poet bestows more of his skilful labour and care on the elegancy
of diction and arrangement than on devising a plot anew, What
need is there for a new form of plot, when it is a story of the
struggle of virtue against evil and when the human breast, how-
ever prone to evil at first it might be for some temporary success
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or pleasure, ultimately takes delight in sesing virtue triumph over
evil? It is this which forms the centre of human interest in stories
and histories with or without the supernatural interference.

Accordingly with no necessity for miking an apalogy for the
selestion of his subje:t-matter from the Mahabharata, the young
poet, Mr. Vakulabhushana, young in age, but aot in thought, has
made a successful attempt in dramatising the Epic story, as nare
rated in the Sabha and Vana Parvas. The introduction of ths
golden deer and the shortening of the period of the Pandavas’
forest-life with conditions other than those mentioned in the Epic
are his own modifications made to suit the drama.

The drama is called “Adbhulamsuka,” “The Astonishing
Garment,” and the astonishment lies in the endless length which
the garment worn by Draupadi, the queen of the Pandavas, had on
the day of Dussdsana’s attempt to outrage her modesty. It cons.
tains six Acts and affords an interesting reading with no trace of
any tedious description. Sometimes the dialogue is so humorous
that the absence of a Vidushaka in the drama to cause mirth is
scarcely felt.

The style is simple and lucid ; the verses are elegant and run
smooth. I have no hesitation in saying that heis a promising
young poet and can rise to our expectations of him with due en-
couragement. e deserves congratulation on the success he has
attained in his first attempt.

R. SHAMA SASTRY
Mahamahopadhyaya, Arthasastra-Visarada.
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Sri U. P B. Annangaracharya Swami—Principal,
Sanskrit College, Little Conjeevaram :—
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- fict afniit aaee v

gdtmrawd g faey

- FleargEmfied AR 1A

2y wrefghat sRafwEst |

ROFEZIAIST 97Ua vgedt: (120
(Ra-2~31.)

Praktana Vimarsa Vichakshana,
Karnataka Prachya Vidya Vaibhava Malleswaram,
Rao Bahadur BANGALORE

R. Narasimhacharya, M.A,, M.R.A S, 10—2—1932

Sriman Vidvan Jaggu Alvar Iyengar has written a
drama in Sanskrit styled ¢ Adbhutamsukam.” He read
out portions of the work to me. Though the author is



I

young the work has to be looked upon as a very credi-
table performance ‘T:he verses run smoothly and the
style adopted is appropriate to the characters of the
drama. This is intendzd by the author to form the
preliminary portion of the famous drama, the “Veni-
samhara”. The young poet deserves every encourage-

ment. .

R. NARASIMHACHAR,
Retd. Dirzctor of Archzology
in Mysore.
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WORKS BY THE SAME AUTHOR
(UNPUBLISHED.)

1. wm=s-aresw (Syamantakam-Drama.)

2. wafasr-sw (Jayantika-Prose Fiction,)
3. wemw- aypoir  (Karuna-rasa-tarangini)
4. mgh-wfi-awdt (Lakshmi-stuti-manjari)
5  aRe-aa: (Yatiraja stava)

6. w@a‘tﬁwm (Pathikokti-mala)

AND OTHER WORKS

Applyi; to—
Sri Jaggu Alwar Iyengar,
(Sahitya-Vidvan) ‘
MELUKOTE,

(Via French Rocks)






