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FOREWORD

I consider it a privilege to write this Foreword to the
Mahakayya ‘ADBHUTADUTAM?’ written by the erudite Poet-
Scholar Sri Jaggu Vakulabhushanam ( Jaggu Alwar lyengar)
who is already known to the contemporary Sanskrit-World
through his published works.

He hails from the well-known Poet-Scholar Jaggu family of
Melkot in Mysore State, the holy pilgrim centre of Srivaishnavas
and a great centre of Sanskrit learning. Many of his ancestors
were Poets and Commentators on the works of Visistadvaita
School of Vedanta propounded by Sri Ramanujacharya.

Sri Jaggu Alwar Iyengar published his first work
*Adbhutamsukam’ as early as 1932. Since then he has published
about ten dramas, two champus and one prose. Now this Maha-
kavya is being published. There are dozen more works consisting
of dramas, kavya, stotra, gadya and prahasana that are yet tobe
published. Thus, in the course of last thirty years he has
written nearly thirty works in Sanskrit covering all forms of
Sanskrit compositions.

The present work ‘ADBHUTADUTAM?’ is a Mahakavya in
fifteen cantos. It draws its theme from the Udyogaparvan of
Mahabharata. The role of Sri Krishna as a messenger of
Pandavas to mediate between Pandavas and Kauravas is depicted
here. The poem begins with the mention of the completion of
Ajnatavasa of Pandavas, Abhimanyu’s marriage and the arrival
of Sri Krishna and Balarama to sec Pandavas.

All along the poem the poet depicts Sri Krishna as an
avatara of Lord Vishnu. Excepting Duryodhana all are aware
of this divine nature of Sri Krishna. Their appeal to him to
mediate is not addressed to him as an astute statesman but is
sought as divine intervention to avert a dreadful war. It is
interesting to note that not only Yudhisthira but Bhima,
Arjuna and even Balarama appeal for his intervention. Draupadi,
of course, would like a lesson to be taught to the culprits.

The journey of Sri Krishna to Hastinapura is beautifully
described. The welcome gestures of various animals and birds
in the forests on the way, th= ascetics’ prayers of Sri Krishna, etc.
though remind similar descriptions of Kalidasa, have their own
richness of diction and imagery. The grand feast arranged by
Sri Krishna for the Brahmins in Vrikaprastha when he halted
there, is probably a poctic representation of the grand feasts at
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Melkot observed by our poet in his childhood. The royal reception
given by Duryodhana to Sri Krishna at the instance of his
father Dhritarastra makes one wonder whether Duryodhana also
forgot his dislike for Sri Krishna in his divine presence. The
eagerness of the young damsels of Hastinapur to see Sri Krishna
when he was taken in a procession through the royal road of Has-
tinapur is characteristic of women’s enthusiasm in such contexts.

Dhritarastra is depicted here as much more sincere in his
advice to his son to accept the mediation of Sri Krishna than in
the original story. He is not blind to the fact of Sri Krishna
being an Avatara but Karna’s advice prevails upon Duryodhana
much more than his old father’s advice.

There is no alteration in the main structure of the story.
But a good deal of poetic content is introduced in depicting the
events. The motif of the poem is not so much to expose the
futility of negotiating with Duryodhana, but to bring out divine
majesty of Sri Krishna and point out that while everyone else
was aware of this divine incarnation, Duryodhana who lacked
faith in this was led into the path of Adharma. The supreme
qualities of Sri Krishna are sung on as many as four occasions
in detail, and are implied in almost all cantos of the poem.
Santi and Bhakti are the predominant sentiments here.

The poet has employed a number of Alankaras here. He
excels in Virodhabhasa and Arthantaranyasa. He employs a
variety of metres. His command over Sanskrit language is
remarkable. His diction is neither too pedantic nor too simple.
I heartily congratulate him on producing a sustained work of
high order in twentieth century and hope that all his works will
be published in due course.

The authorities of the Government of India who have offered
financial assistance for the publication of this work deserve our
thanks. We may thank them in anticipation of similar assistance
for the remaining works also, which is well deserved.

I also hope that many more works will come from the pen
of this Scholar-Poet.

Prof. K. T. PANDURANGI, m.a.
Bangalore Vedanta Vidwan, Meemamsa Siromani

31-12-1968 Head of the Department of Sanskrit
Bangalore University
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