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GENERAL PREFACE
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The teaching of the prophets is generally distorted by
the beliefs of the world and the interpretations of the priests.

If we wish to ascertain what the founders of great religions
.« taught, we have to get back to the original sources.

{
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> Buddhism in all its forms goes back to the life and teach-
(\ ing of the Buddha. While the austerities practised by him
; till he attained enlightenment appeal to the Hinayana, the
> Pali, or the Southern school, his life of service and compassion
= for 45 years after the attainment of enlightenment is the autho-
rity for the Mahayana, the Sanskrit or the Northern school.

- The religious quest springs from the consciousness of

the imperfection and suffering of the woild. The questions
which worried Tolstoy in the fiftieth year of his life disturb
all thinking men. “What is life ? Why should T live ?
Why should T do anything ? Is there any meaning in life
that can overcome inevitable death” ? Nijinzky summed
up the whole problem in his Diary when Le wrote @ “The
- whole life of my wife and all of mankind is death.” How

*. can we be saved from the body of this death ? This is the
= problem of religion.

©y

The Buddha traces suffering to sclfish desire. Suffering
z\ is the result of tension between a living creature’s essential
“ impulse’to try to make itself into the centre of the universe
and its essential dependence on the rest of creation. Ciaving
is that which binds the individual to the creative process. The
5 individual with selfish desire becomes the slave of the universe.,
"\_;, We can overcome suffering only if we getrid of trsna or tanha.
=< To attempt to get rid of suffering through the various devices
~.of self-deception is not to ccase to suffer but to suffer in a
-~ different way.

e

I ;\

The Buddha formulates the eight-fold path of morality
which helps us to eliminate selfish desire and overcome suffer-
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ing. When the Upanisads declare, “That thou art”, fat
tvam asi, it isnot a mere statement of fact. It is a call to action.
Make thyself that which thou know thou canst be. Whereas
the Hindu mind belicves in a permanent elementin the indi-
vidual which can stand firm and unshaken in the midst of
change, the Buddhist stresses the dynamic character of the
self No change is possible with an unchanging conscious-
ness. We can achieve the possibilities in us by the exertion
of the will rather than by the play of the intellect. Religion
is not a creed, but a vital process. It is no use railing against
God or destiny when we are ourselves the authors of our dis-
grace. If few are chosen, it is because few choose to be chosen.
The Buddha laid stress on the creative freedom of man. The
Buddha did not encourage dependence on the supernatural.
He could not conceive of a being capable of creating a world
for the express purpose of its creatures praising him. The
ten veramanis or prohibitions or abstinences called dasasila
or dafasiksapada which the novices in the Path of Buddhism
utter are given in these words : “I take upon myself the
abstinence, (1) from destroying life, (2) from taking what is
not given, (3) from leading an unchaste life, (4) from speaking
untruth, (5) from giving myself to intoxicating drugs, (6)
from eating at irregular hours, (7) from seeing musical and
dancing performances and other shows and pageants, (8)
from wearing garlands, perfumes, unguents and other bodily
decorations, (9) from using high couches and scats, (10) {rom
accepting gifts of gold and silver.” The first five are the
Buddhist paicasila.

Panatipata veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami

Adinnadand veramani sikkhapadar samadiyami

Kamesu micchicara veramani sikkhapadarn samadiyami

Musavada veramani sikkhdpadam samaddiyami

Surd-merayamajja-pamadatthana

veramani sikkhdpadarh samadiyami

Conflicts in the world are conflicts in the human soul en-
larged. If men were at peace within themselves, the outer
conflicts between nations would inevitably cease. By practising
the Buddha’s paficasila we will develop patience, courage, love
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and unselfishness. The Buddha teaches us that even in an age
of anxiety and violence, it is possible to gain and maintain
inner harmony, which is not at the mercy of outward circum-
stance.

Nirvanam paramam sukham : Nirvana is the highest bliss.
It is not a negative state of annihilation but a positive state of
joy, consciousness grown from an unhappy to a beatific one.
The Buddha does not tell us that man is but a bubble on the
turbulent surface of nature and that he has no destiny save to
undergo dissolution. The Hindu affirms that man can rea-
lise his identity with Brahman, the ground of all being; the
Buddhist says that man can live In a transfigured world where
samsara and nirvdpa are one. In Mahd-saccaka Suita, the
Buddha himself is reported to have described the supreme
triumph of reaching the goal of his quest as follows :

“When this knowledge, this insight had arisen
within me, my heart was set free from intoxication of
lusts, set free from the intoxication of becomings, set
free from the intoxication of ignorance. In me, thus
emancipated, there arose the certainty of that emanci-
pation. And I came to know : “Rebirth is at an end.
The higher life has been fulfilled. What had to be
done has been accomplished. After this present life
there is no further for this or that. This last insight
did I attain to in the last watch of the night. Igno-
rance was beaten down, insight arose, darkness was
destroyed, the light came, inasmuch as I was there
strenuous, earnest, master of myself””. Thus ended
the struggle, of six long years.

The Buddha is said to be a physician. Even as the physi-
clan strives to restore to health a sick man, the Buddha tries
to restore us to our normal condition. If our leaders become
normal, we may be able to replace the present social order in
which division, falschood and violence prevail, by a new one
in which humanity, truth and brotherhood will reign.

On the occasion of the 2,500th anniversary of the Buddha’s
parinirvina, the Government of India decided to publish
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standard versons in Devandgari script of the complete Pali
and the Sanskrit texts of the two schools, Southern and Nor-
thern, in the hope that some of thereaders of these books may
be impelled to love the good, to practise altruism and hold
their spirit aloof from the desires and ambitions of the
world.

S. Radhakrishnan



INTRODUCTION

The Apadina is a collection of the previous life-stories
of the Buddha, Solitary Buddha, the Chief Disciples, and many
other Arahants. The chief concluding stress being to show
that even the smallest meritorious act has the potentiality to
give great results even after acons. Due to the mythological
nature of these, scholars are of opinion that the compilation
of this book represent a date much later than that of any other.
All the Apadanas are in Gatkds, stanzas, put in the mouth of
the saints themselves, with the note at the end—‘“thus the
Venerable......... spoke the above stanzas.”

The main book of the Apadana consists of two parts—
relating to the male and female saints. We have followed the
suggestion of the Burmese Chatthasanagdyana in distributing
the contents of the book in the two volumes, and including the
Buddhavarisa and the Cariyapitaka in the second.

The Buddhavarisa gives an account of the previous
Buddhas with whom the Bodhisatta had come in contact and
about whom they had made the prediction that he would
attain Perfect Enlightenment. It is interesting to note that
the Jain mythology also gives a similar account of the previous
Tirthankaras. It is interesting all the more that even the
number of the previous Buddhas and previous Tirthankaras
are not very different.

The Cariyapitaka is series of matrical narrations, put
in the mouth of the Buddha himself giving accounts of his
previous lives, taken from the Jatakas, showing how he had
fulfilled the ten Paramitds for the attainment of Buddhahood.

As these two volumes are completely in Gathas. they
provide rich materials for studies in old Pali prosody.

As regards the principles of editing we have tried our
best to observe the same as adopted in the prevoious volumes.

This presents a co-ordinated edition in Devanagari of
the seventh Volume of the Khuddada Nikaya, the Apadana
(IT), Buddhavarhsa & Cariyapitaka based on the following
Versions of the text:—
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The Apadana II:—Burmese—Chatthasangiyana publi-
cation, 1956; Siamese—Mahamakuta Government publication,
1926 and Sinhalese, edited by Bhikkhu A. P. Buddhadatta

Mahathera, 1930.

The Buddhavamsa-Cariyapitaka:— Burmese— Chattha-
safigdyana publication, 1956; Siamese—Mahiamakuta Govern-
ment publication, 1926 and Roman, edited bv Rev. Richard
Morris (P.T.S. 1882).

* % % % % %

Our learned Editor, Shri Birbal Sharma, M. A.; Bhikkhu
Kumar Kassapa and Shri Paraspati Nath Sinha, M. A. have
made the final revision of the press copy and have supervised
the printing of the same.

Varanasi. Bhikkhu J. Kashyap
21.11.59.
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THE PALI ALPHABET IN

DEVANAGARI AND ROMAN CHARACTERS

CONSONANTS WITH VOWEL «A»

@ kha
g cha
& tha
g tha
% pha
T ra

T ga
T ja
T da
z da
g ba
T la
Z ha

g gha
@, % jha
% dha
7 dha
¥ bha
7 va

2 la

¥ na

I Na
T pa
9 na
7 ma
T sa

i am



VOWELS IN COMBINATION

Fka w1 ki fFki arki Fku ki ¥ ke ko
g kha @rkha fa khi &t khi ¥ khu § khii & khe @& kho

CONJUNCT —CONSONANTS

7w kka =9 fica g dva ¥ mba
7@ kkha =g ficha =1 dhva T mbha
7 kya =3 fija &g dhva ¥ mma
% kri =7, 5% fijha 7 nta T mya
F kla ZE g tta 7q ntva ¥ mha
7 kva 3, g ttha 7 ntha W yya
7 khya § ¥ dda = nda % yha
& khva §, g2 ddha 72 ndra & lla
#1 gga % nta # ndha & lya
™ ggha w3 ntha & nna #g lha
o gya g nda & nya & vha
7 gra wr nna 7 nha & sta
g nka g nha o ppa o stra
& nkha o tta % ppha & sna
¥, ST nga g ttha o pya & sya
g ngha @ tva @ pla & ssa
9 cca & tya 5@ bba T sma
sg ccha ¥ tra & bbha & sva
s9 jja Z, 32 dda = bya & hma
5q, 5% jjha g ddha F bra g hva
=37 fifia T dya ¥ mpa g lha
sz fiha g dra % mpha

1=3; f=i; I=I; _=u; =0 ~=e; TI=0

2 R 3 ¥ E % 9 s 13
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

o
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