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GENERAL EDITORIAL

The Bhfratiya Jifnapitha 1s a preeminent academic
Institute of our country It has achies ed, dunng the Inst quarter
of a century, qute worthy resuits n the form of learned
publications 1n Sansknt, Pali, Prakrit, Apabhramia, Tamil and
Kannada. Most of them are equipped with cntical Introduc-
tions embodying ongmnal rescarches which shed abundant
light on many a neglected branch of Indian hterature The
number of these publications 1s nearly one hundred and fifty,
included 1n the Martiders and Muigikachandra Granthamnlis
Most of these works are brought to hght for the first time, and
thus some of them are rescued from oblivion. 1t has also
published 1n 1ts Lokodaya and Rastrabhfirats Granthamalis
nearly 350 titles in Hindi comprising almost all the literary
forms hhke novels, poems, short stories, essays, travels,
biographies, researches and crifical estimates cte Through
these literary pursuits the Jiitnapriha aims at giving impetus
to creative wrnitings in modern Indian languages By therr
quality as well as by their apperance the Jiinnapitha publica-
tions have won approbation and appreciation everywhere.

The Jiianapitha gives, every year, an award to the out-
standing hiterary work in the various recogmsed languages of
India which 1s chosen to be the best creative literary wnting
of the specific period, and 1ts author gets a prize of one lakh
of rupees at a festive function,

The Jfiznapitha, which 1s so particular about the publica-
tion of ancient Indian literature and also in encouraging the
progress of modern Indian literature, cannot but take into
account the forthcomng 2500th Nirviga Mahotsava of
Bhagavin Mahzivira, one of the greatest sons of India and one
of the outstanding humamsts the civilised world has ever
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produced Naturally, the Jiiinapitha, among its various plans
to celebrate the occaston, has undertaken the publication of
the biographies of Mahivira composed by earlier authors in
different languages, wherever possible even along with Hindi
translation etc

The late lamented Dr. Hiralal Jain was requested to
compile the biography of Mahiivira from Apabhraméa sources
He has done 1t so ably, and has also given 1ts Hindi transla-
tion It 1s bemng presented here along with his learned
Introduction in Hindi, a digest of which in Enghsh 1s being

included here 1n this General Editoral

This volume gives the hfe and teachings of Mahavira
mainly on the basis of Samdlis 95-108 of the Tisatthi-
mahzpurisa gundlamkdru or Mahapurinu of Puspadanta in
Apabhrarméa and supplemented by some sections from the
Kahakosu of $ricandra ( along with Hindi Translation ) The
Mah#pursigu 1s the earliest work mm Apabhram$a which
deals with the life of Mah#ivira It was composed by Puspadanta
at Manyakheta (mod Malkhed ) during the reign of the
Rashfrakuta king, Krsnardja III The author tells us that he
started composing 1t in the Siddhartha year and completed 1t
mn the Krodhana year which corresponds to Saka 887 or 965
AD

It would be interesting to list the topics covered in this
biography 1n the order of the cantos reproduced here GCantos
95-97 describe the events from the birth of Mahivira to hus
attainment of ommniscience. Subsequent cantos cover the
biography of Candans, the first Ganini, who headed the
Samgha of Aryikas (98), the earhier births of Jivamdharamuni
(99), renunciation of Jambisvamin (100), the tale of Pritimkara
(101), and the Nirvapa of Mahavira (102)

The episodes of Jivamdhara and Pritimkara have no
connection with the historical record of Mahavira’s career, and
hence they are altogether dropped The rest of the detailes have
been trimmed to a shorter version Thus are presented ina
continuous form the career of Mahavira (Samdhis 1-3), that
of his Gapadhara disciple (Sam 4), and that of Aryaka
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Candant (Sam. 5), quite m an independent form

Sreniha Bunbistira, king of Magadha, was a contemporary
of Mahfivira, and it s behived that the entire Jaina Purfigic
hterature 1s the outcome of lis questions to Mahfivira and lus
Gapadharas But the Mahfipurigu gives no information
about him, about lus cheif queen Celanfi who was a great
devotee of Mahzvira and about the renunciation of the sons of
Srenika. So all this has been supphed i Samdhis 6-11 drawing
the matersal from Sricandra’s XKahikosu, Samdins 50,12,13,
14,3 and 49 And then the contents stand thusin tins teat
Cilitaputra who ruled Magadha before Sreqika ( Sam. 6 )s
Srenika secures the kingdom, develops firm faith 1n rehgion, and
passes through the test etc (Samdlus 7-9), necessary details
about lhis sons, Vansena (Sam, 10) and Gajahumfira (Sam 11)
Sricandra composed his Kahtikosu ( Ahmedabad 1969 ) some-
time about Samvat 1123. This compilation would remamn
icomplete without the rehgious sermons of the Tirthakara.
The contents of the 12th Samdbi here are drawn from the
Mahsipuringu, Samdhis 10-12 Though the number of Samdhis
has reached a dozen here, they are comparatively short, and the
total number of Xadavakas 1s just 71 The Kadavakas too arc
not very long It has been the effort of the Editor-compiler
that within a short tume the reader should get a clear cut
picturc about Mahtivira and about the contemporary pohtical
conditions and also appreciate the style and poetic gifts of the
great poet, Puspadanta, The Introduction helps the reader to
understand the events and the lives of great men in the
perspective of literary traditions

The Apabhraméa text1s presented with short hyphens be-
tween words 1n a compound expression, so that the reader can
casily make out the meaning. Sometimes the readings are
mmproved, and short &and 6 are duly indicated, The Hind:
translation 1s sufficiently hiteral without violating the 1diomatic
usage. The techimcal terms and obscure expressions are duly
eaplamned Taking into account the alternative possibilities the
title Vira-imimda-cariu was accepted for this compilation, and
1 1s hoped that the readers will welcome 1t
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1. BACKGROUND OF MAHAVIRA'S
TIRTHARARAHOOD

Bhagavin Mah&svtea is a Teethal araan Jaumsm  According
to Jamna lustorical tradition, hie 13 nesther the fiest promulgator
of Jaumsm nor the last {or all the tune to come,

There have been Tirtha) aras from brginningless tane, and
they will be there an future too, There would be spraahties
of the Dharma preachad by them to st the tine, and, at the
same time, there would be consistent continuity of the same,
The first Tirthalara of the present ages Rsaabhenatha  He
15 mentioned, asa rule, not only mall the Jauna Puripas,
but also 1n ancient scriptures of India hke the Rgveda cte.
m dificrent contexts. { Rzveda 10, 102, 6, 10, 136, 10, 166,
2,33 Bhaga. Purfipa 1, 6 Visou-puriga 3,18 etc  The
mention of Vysabha, Keéf and Vataradana Dizambara monhs
deserve speaial attention, The hives of twenty four Tirthaharas,
beginming with Rsabha and ending with Mahvfra are descn-
bed in due detailsin the Jawna Puripas  ( Samayiyfiigasttra
246 fi Kalpasatra, Ifemacandra’s Trizagii-falihr-purosae
carita Thloyapagpgpatt:, Mahidlulira 4. Jinasena’s Adipuripa
Gupabhadra’s Uttarapurfipa  Paspadanta’s Mahtpurigu
( Apabhraméa ) As though to mantan umformuty and to
eapress common spinit of rehgious, doctrinal and philosophical
1deology, the series of Mahivira's earlier births arc hnhed with
Rsabhadeva Bharata, son of Rsabha, was the first Cakravar-
tim, and 1t 1s from lim that our country got the name
Bhiratavarsa Thisis unammously accepted 1 all the Vedic
Purfinas ( Bhrgavata-purina 5, 4,9, 11, 2 Visgu-puripa
2, 1, 31 Viyu-puripa 33, 52. Agnipurfina 107, 11-12
Brahmanda-purina 14, 5,62 Luigapuripa 1, 47,23  Shanda-
puripa-Kaumara-khanda 37, 57 Markapdeya purina 50, 41.
In these sources 1t 1s clearly mentioned that 1t 1s from Bharata,
the sonof Rgabha, that this country got the name Bhdrata-
varsga) This very Bharata had a son Marici by name Even
tins prince Marici represented the soul of a hunter, who, giving
up his usual profession of killing amimals, had accepted the
vow of Alimsa3, 1. e,, absteniton from harm unto hiving beings
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He had taken diksa, 1, e., renunciation, from Rsabhadeva, but
he could not carry out the severe practices of a monk pres-
cribed to him by the first Tirthakara, so he ceased to maintain
the status of a monk. He possessed, however, the potential
seed of religion and consequent ncentive for its pursmit. He
passed, therefore, through various births of gods and men, and
he was born, at last,as the Tirthakara Mahavira. Thusit
will be easily seen that the spiritual heritage of Mahzvira, the
last Tirthakara, stands firmly hnked with Rsabhadeva, the
first Tirthakara ( Mahspurina (Sanskrit) Parvan 74.
Mahapurapu ( Apabhraméa ) Sapdh1 95 )

The succession of Tirthakaras does not come to an end
with Mahavira Mahavira had a disciple in one of the then
kings of India, éremka Bimbasara, in whom he invested the
seed of religion Though Sremka was destined to go to hell on
account of his past sins, still, like Marici, he would, 1n hisnext
birth, head a new series of Tirthakaras of the future m fine,
he would be born as Mahapadma, the first of the twentyfour
Tirthakaras of the future Thus, taking an over-all view, the
fact stands firmly founded in the Jamna tradition that just as
Mahavira, as a listorical person, 1s the last Tirthakara of the
pre-Puragic tradition, he 1s, as well, the first to Inaugurate a
new succession of Tirthakaras. (Mahapuriga ( Sansknt )
76, 471-77 )

2. LIFE OF MAHAVIRA BIRTH AND BOYHOOD

The biography of Mahavira found 1n Jama literature may
be presented thus in short. Mahavira was born i a royal
famuly of Ksatriyas His father was Siddhartha and his
mother, Priyakarioi or Trifaladevi Siddhartha’s Gotra was
Kafyapa, and the paternal Gotra of Trifals too 1s mentioned
as Vafstha Trifala was the eldest daughter (and according to
another tradition, sister ) of king Cetaka of Vaials Mahavira
spent his cildhood and boyhoed 1n such caresses and taking
such education as were common 1n contemporary royal
famibes Among his sports of boyhood, thereis even a trad-
itional story that he brought under control a ternfic serpant.
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Consequently and symbolic of this feat of bravery, he got the
title Mahavira and Viranitha This episode reminds one of
Krspa overpowering the serpant Kiliya, (Mahapursina (Sanskrit)
74, 288 95 Mahspurinu (Apabhrméa ) 96,10,10-15 Bhagavata-
purapa, Dasama-skandha. )

3 MAHAVIRA’S PENANCES

Mahavira accapted renunciation at the age of thirty It
means that he left home, retired to the park, Jiiatrkhanda-
vana, close to Kundapura, and relinquished his ornaments and
clothes He pulled out his hair by his hands, observed fast
for three days, and then plunged himself into meditation.
After some time, he started touring various parts of the
country He lived in gardens and parks, but, as required by
the rules of his vows and fasts, he entered a town or a village
once mn a day and accepted the food offered to him. Ina
standing or squatting posture, and with lis eyes fixed on the
t1p of nose, he spent his time 1n meditation and 1n reflecting on
the Atman and 1n cultivating the attitude of equammty
towards one and all His routine involved not even a trace
of violence to living beings, not to deprive others of evena
blade of grass belonging to them, not to speak lie even
remotely, not to entertain any sex appetite, even in mind, and
not to have any possession of worldly goods .These were his
five Great Vows Along with the practice of these negative
vows or restraints, he got himself habituated to endure with
peace and patience all such physical and mental tortures
known as parisaha, like hunger, thirst, cold, heat, mosquito-fly
bites etc  which, naturally, a monk, who has no home, no
shelter, no clothes on body and no worldly provisions, has to
face.

4 MAHAVIRA’S OMNISCIENCE

Mahzvira spent twelve years as an ascetic, practising these
various austerities. One day, while he was seated, plunged in
meditation, close to the wvillage, Jrmbhaka by name, on the
bank of the river Rjukuld, ommscince or all-knowlege (which
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has no limitations of time and space) dawned on him. In simple
terms 1t means that he got satisfactory solutions for all those
problems and questions, connected with the life and the
umverse, which occur to any nqusitive soul. He fully
comprehended the Six Substances (dravya) and Seven Principles
(¢sttva) whereby gets explained the nature of all the objects and
therr activities The Six Dravyas are Jiva, Pudgala, Dharma,
Adharma, Akada and Kila, and the Seven Tattvas are Jiva,
Ajiva, Asrava, Bandha, Samvara, Nirjara and Moksa The
very basic principle of life 1s Jiva or the Atma-tattva which 1s
different from matter, 1t 1s characterised by consciousness and
1s capable of cognising 1tself and others, and it i1s immaterial
and eternal But 1t 1s found conjoined with matter, accommoda-
ted 1n the body, assuming various forms of life and wandering
through different lives (1n the transmigratory career) All the
concrete objets, perceptible by sense-organs, from the primary
atom to the Mahsskandha, are different forms of Pudgala
Dharma and Adharma are such subtle, unssen and immatenal
principles as serve the mediums of motion (Dharma) and rest
(Adharma) for the Jivas and Pudgalas Akaéa or space gives
location and accommodation to all other substances, while
Kiala, or time, marks their present state, their changes, and
gives rise to the notions of earlier and later This s an exposi-
tion of the principles or realities that constitute the unmverse
One has to understand the Seven Tattvas in order to grasp
the phases of happiness and misery to which the soul 1s sub-
jected here and how 1t can evolve 1iself to its pristine purity,
enlightenment and freedom after removing 1ts foreign shackles
Jiva (hfe) and Ajiva (non-life) are the basic constituents or
principles of the umiverse Their mutual contact 1s Asrava or
Karmic mnflux, It 1s this contact which results into such
bondage (or Karma-bandha as 1t 1s called) as eclipses the pure
nature of Atman and suppresses 1its mherent quahities of Jfiina
and Darfana (knowledge and perception), The hindrance fo
and stoppage of Karmic bondage of the Atman through self-
restraint and other virtues 1s known as Samvara It s through
the practice certain vows and penances that the stock of
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Karmic bondage 1s worn out and exhausted :this 1s called
Nirjara. When this process of exhausting the Karmic bondage
1s completed and the Jiva attains its pure nature, 1t becomes
Mukta or Laberated, and 1s said to have attained Nirvana
Thus 1t 1s seen that this comprehensive exposition of Jiva and
Ajiva covers the field of physics and ontology, Asrava and
Bandha cover psychological analysis, the discussion about
Samvara and Nirjari pervades moral and ethical code, and the
nature of Moksa depicts the highest 1deal of life and spintual
evolution. Kevala-jfiana includes the subtle and comprehensive
nature of the entire field of knowledge.

5. MAHAVIRA HIS RELIGIOUS SERMONS

After attaining omniscience, lord Mahavira came to
Rajagrha, the capital of Magadha, and took a worthy seat on
the mount Vipulacala. The audience-hall and pendal were
constructed, and the royalty and the subjects flocked to him
to hear his religious sermons. He propounded to the audience
the principles noted above and also the Agpuvratas for the
laity and Mahzvratas for the monks whereby the blissful 1deal
of life can be reached

6. LITERATURE BASED ON THE TEACHINGS
OF MAHAVIRA

Lord Mahavira had eleven chief disciples such as Indrabhfits,
Gautama, Sudharma, Jambt etc, and they were known as
Ganadharas. They have incorporated all his teachings in twelve
Angas, which are as below

1 Acaranga—It presents the rules and regulations on the
Ihfe of a monk Its place 1n Jaimsm 1s something Like the
Vinayapitaka 1n Buddhism

2 Satrakrtanga—It sets forth Jaina doctnnes aswell asa
resume and discussion of the contemporary creeds like
Kriyavada, Akriyavada, Niyativada etc

3 Sthananga—Here certain topics and their subdivisions
are enumerated according to their numbers For 1nstance,
Darfana, Caritra, Samaya, Pradefa, Paramzqu etc are one.
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Knya 1s of two kinds Jiva-kriya and Ajiva-kriyi. Further
Jiva-kriys 1s of two kinds * Samyaktva-kniys and Mithystva-
knyi Likewise Ajiva-kriys 1s of two kinds Iryapathika and
Samparayika etc

4, Samavayanga—Here certain topics are discussed accor-
ding to the number of their divisions and subdivisions as 1n
the Sthananga But here the number 1s not limited to ten only
as 1n the Sthananga, but reaches even hundred and thousand.
Thus the nature of both these Aiigas resembles the Anguttara-
nikdya of the Tripitaka
- 5 Vyakhya-prajfiapti—This discusses topics of Jama
philosophy and ethics 1n the form of questions and answers

6 Nayadhammakahda—Usually this title 1s rendered into
Sanskrit as Jiiitr dharma-kath®, and itis taken to indicate
that this work contains religious tales narrated by Jiiatr-putra
Mahavira Butit 15 equally possible that the Sanskrit form
of this Praknit title onginally stood as Nyaydhrma-katha And
it possibly contained Nyiayas or short maxims of worldly
wisdom and morality duly illustrated by tales such a surmise
of 1ts possible contents need not be surprising

7 Upsasakidhyayana—In this work were eaplamned the
Vratas or Vows of the Upssakas, or lay followers, the house-
holders or Sravakas through the biographies of such of them
as followed them Thus this Anga can be called a supplement
to the first Anga, namely, the Acaranga, which expounded the
rules for monks

8 Antakrt-dada—According to Jaina terminology Antakrt
are those monks who attain Nirvapa after putting an end to
this Sarhsira by practising severe penances and patiently
bearing various troubles 1t appears that such ten monks were
described 1n this Anga

9, Anuttaraupapitika daés—Anuttara 1s a name for those
higher heavens in which highly merited souls are born From
there they take only one birth as man, and then, by observing
the necessary religious practices they attain liberation in the
same birth In this Aiga were given the biographies of such
ten great monks and residents of Anuttara heavens

[R]
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10. Pradna-vyzkarana—As indicated by 1its title this Anga
contained questions and answers on different creeds and
doctrines, and thus in a way 1t was a supplement of the
Vyakhyaprajfiapti

11 Vipakastitra—Vipaka means the fruit of Xarmas.
According to the Karma doctrine good Karmas give fruits in
the form of enjoyment of pleasures and the bad ones, suffering
of pains This was eaplained mn this Anga with suitable
1llustrations

12 Drstivida—This had five divisions Parikarma, Sttra,
Purvagata, Anuyoga and Gulika Parikarma contained calcula-
tory science, and the Stitra included discussions about creeds
and doctrines The Puirvagata contained fourteen subdivisions
1, Utpadaptirva, 2 Agriyaniya, 3 Viryinuvida, 4 Astini-
stipravada, 5 Jianapravida, 6 Satyapravada, 7. Atma-
pravada,8 Karma-pravida, 9 Pratyskhyana, 10 Vidyanuvida,
11 Kalyapavada, 12. Prapavaya, 13 Knyavifila and 14
Lokabindusira As indicated by their names, they contamed
discussions about doctrines and principles The eighth Piirva,
Karmapravada, has a Special importance, because it appears
to have been the source on the basis of which has grown the
entire subsquent literature about the Karma philosophy which
1s the vital doctrine of Jaimism The designation Puarvagata
signifies that the tradition of their contents bclongs to a
period earlier than Mahavira who possibly improved on it
1n the light of his fundamental doctrines

The fourth division of the Drstivida, namely Anuyoga, too
bas an important place in Jaina hterature Itis also called
Prathamanuyoga, and the entire Purzpic narratives, religious
biographies as well as 1llustrative tales etc are all included
under the Prathamanuyoga  According to the Dhavali
commentary on the Satkhapdigama, Sutra 1, 1, 2, Prathama-
nuyoga contained twelve sections of the Purfiga in which were
described respectively, Arhats, Cakravartins, Vidyadharas,
Vasudevas, Carapas, Prajfia-éramanas, as well as the families
. of Kuru, Har1, Iksvaku, Kadyapa, Vad: ( Ced: ? ) and Nztha

According to the Digambara tradition, the entire Anga
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hiterature, 1n its oniginal form, was gradually lost into oblivion.
After the Nirvona of Mahsiyfra, duning the period of 162 years,
it s only aight sainis that had the full knowledge of Angas
The last among them 1s said to have been Srutakevalin
Bhadrabthu After um the knowledge of all the Angas and
Parvas went on gradually decreasing day-to-day, and, during
the 7th century after the Niwrviina of Mahfivira, a stage was
reached when only some great saints had a partial knowledge
of these Angas and Parvas. It ison the basis of tlus that the
entire Jaina scriptures and Purfipas came to be composed
mdependently 1n a new style in Priknt and other languages
current 1n different places and at different times

According to the Svetimbara tradition, during the 10th
century after the Nirviina of Mahivira, a council of monks
was convened at Valabli (mod Vala ) in Gujarat, and there,
under the chairmanship of Devarddlugam Ksamadramana,
cleven out of the twelve Augas were compiled, and they are
available today This compilation, however, has not been found
to have preserved entirely the original form of the works, One
can clearly see additions and omissions in the contents, Their
language too 1s not the same Ardha-Msigadht as was used
the time of Mahavira 1t displays linguistic features which
developed 1n a period one thousand years later than lnm  Still,
broadly speahing, the available texts testify {o the antiquity
of the contents and method of exposition They bear close
resemblance with the ancient Buddhist hiterature  Just as the
Buddhist canon was Tripitaka, the Jamna canon 1s found to be
described as Ganipitaka

This branch of hterature, as a whole, 15 called Anga-
pravista to be distinguished from Auga-bihya teats, 14 in
number, which deal, in details, with the conduct and day-to
day rout.ne of monks Their names are 1 Samayika, 2, Catur-
vihfatistava, 3 Vandans, 4 Pratikramana, 5. Vaimayika,
6 Krtikarma, 7 Daflavarkihika, 8 Uttaradhyayana, 9 Kalpa-
vyavahara, 10, Kalpakalpa, 11 Mahakalpa, 12 Pugdarika,
13 Mahapundarika and 14. Nisiddlks Their titles them-
selves indicate that their contents are related with instructions
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about religious practices, especially the routine of duties of
monks Though these fourteen texts, in their ancient form,
are not found independently, still their contents have got
mixed up with other texts, and they are being used by monks
even to this day

The council of monks which compiled the canon at Valabhi
has, besides the first category of 11 Amngas, 12 Upangas
( Aupapatika, Rayapaseniya etc ), 6 Chedastitras ( Niéitha,
Mahaméitha etc. ), 4 Mulasutras ( Uttaradhyayana, Avadyaka
etc ), 10 Prakirpakas ( Catuhfarapa, Atura-pratyakhyzina
etc ), and 2 Calika-stitras ( Anuyogadvira and Nandi ) Thus
the entire Ardha-Mzgadht canon has got 45 texts, and they
have a religious sanction or authority for the Svetambara sect.
This entire branch of literature 1s as much important as the
Pali canon for 1ts language and style and for the philosophical
and historical material contained theremn ( Samavayangastitra
211-227 Satkhandagama 1, 1,2 Tiks, Bhiga 1, page 96 fi,
Winternitz A History of Indian Laiterature, II, Jaina Litera-
ture Kapadia History of the Jaina Canonical Lilerature.
Jagadishcchandra  Prakrta Sahityaka Itihdsa, pp 33 fi
Hiralal Jamna Bharatiya-samskrti mg Jaina dharma ki Yoga-
dana, pp 55 fff Nemichandra Shastr1 Prakrta bhasa aura
sahitya ki alocanatmaka itihasa, pp 157 fi )

7 DATE OF MAHAVIRA-NIRVANA

As to the time of the Nirvapa of lord Mahavira, a clear-
cut record 1s available that this event took place mn the last
quarter of the mght of the Caturdaés of the Krspapaksa of the
month of Kartika, 1 e, 1n the early hours of the Am&vasys,
and both gods and men celebrated this occasion as the
Dipavali festival Accordingly, the ( Mahs-) Vira Nirvaga
Samvat era begins from the Kartika Dipavali  That, at
present, 1 e, 1971-72,1s 2498 ( two thousand four hundred
ninety eight ), and after two years, when 2500 years are com-
plete, there is a programme of celebrating a great festivity
The currency of this Sarhvat 1s not so ancient, as expected
There was no such Sarhvat or era specified either contemporary
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with Mahavira or for a long time after lnm References to
this era, which are noticed 1n later works, are often mutually
contradictory here and there and also not consistent with the
data available m other branches of literature and with other
historical events Consequently there have resulted differences
of opinions 1n this connection among modern scholars  On the
one hand, the German scholar Dr, Jacobi puts the date of
the Nirvigpa of Mahavira as 477 (four hundred seventy
seven ) B C. His evidence 1s that the coronation of Maurya
Candragupta took placen 322 ( three hundred twentytwo )
B G, and this event, according to the Parifistaparvan ( VIII

339 ) of Hemacandra happened 155 ( one hundred fiftyfive )
years after the Nirvina of Mahavira : thus the date of
Mahzvira’s Nirviga comes to be 322+ 155=477 But, on the
other hand, Dr Kashi Prasad Jayswal holds the view that,
according to the Buddhist tradition in Ceylon or Smlanka,
Buddha’s Nirvapais putin 544 B C And in the Sam#gama-
sutta of the Majjhima-mkaya and elsewhere in the Trnpitaka
it 1s stated that Buddha learnt the news from one of his
followers that Mah#avira’s Nirvana took place in Pava There
1s also the tradition that Buddha’s Nirvapa occurred two years
later . thus it 1s concluded that Mahavira’s Nirvapa be put
in 546 B C But, on scrutiny, both the views are not correct

There 1s a clear-cut, ancient Jamna hterary and historical tradi-
tion that the Nirvana of Mahavira took place 470 (four
hundred seventy ) years before Vikrama Sarhvat and 605 ( six
hundred and five ) years before the Saka era The succession
of the historical events of this tradition stands thus That
very night, when Mahzvira attained Nirvana, king Palaka of
Ujjamma was coronated Palaka ruled for 60 years After
him the Nanda kings ruled for 155 years, Mauryas for 108
years, Pusyamitra for 30 years, Balamitra and Bhanumitra
for 60 years, Nahapana ( Nahavana, Naravahana or Nahasena)
for 40 years, Gardabhlla for 13 years, another king rules for 4
years, and, 1t 1s after this, the Vikrama era started Thus the
period between the Nirvana of Mahivira and the beginnmg
of the Vikrama era stands thus 60+ 1554 108-304-60-+ 40+
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13+4+4=470 years The authonty of Hemacandra, on the
basis of wlich Dr, Jacobi accepted the period between the
Nirvaga of Mahavira and the coronation of Candragupta
Maurya to be 155 years, 1s, really speaking, not at all correct.
Dr Jacobi himself has edited the Parifistaparvan, and he has
recorded his view that this work contains many lapses, because
1t was composed in haste, One of such lapsesis that, while
calculating the period between the Nirvzpa of Mahavira and
the coronation of Candragupta, assigning 60 years for Palaka
1s skipped over So by adding 60 years the period becomes
215 mnstead of 155 That this was a mistake 1s borne out by
the period of time assigned to Kumarapala by Hemacandra
himself 1n his Trisasti-falaks-purusa-carita ( Parvan 10, Sarga
12, verses 45-46 ) that this King was coronated 1669 years
after the Nirvana of Mahavira, It 1s evident from other
authorities that Kumarapisla’s coronation took place in 1142
A, D. Thus Mahsvira attained Nirvanain 1669~ 1142=527
B G

Dr Jayaswal accepted 544 B C for Buddha’s Nirviga on
the basis of Ceylonese tradition, but it 1s no more confirmed
by other evidences According to the earlier Ceylonese tradi-
tion, the Mauryan emperor Afoka came to the throne 218 years
after the Nirvana of Buddha. There 1s plenty of historical
evidence to prove that Afoka came to the throne 1n269B C
or about that Thus Buddha attained Nirvina in 218 4269 =487
B C This 1s confirmed by a Chinese tradition too In China, 1n
the town of Kaintan (?), attempt was made to record the
memory of Buddha'’s Nirvana by series of points or cyphers
Every year one cypher was added This addition continued
upto A. D 489, and their total number was 975 Thus the
Nirvipa of Buddha took place in 975-489=486 B C Thus
there 1s perfect agreement between the Chinese and Ceylonese
traditions So this very date, namely 487 B C deserves to be
accepted for the Nirvapa of Buddha

In the Pzl Tripitaka itself there 1s plenty of evidence that
Mahavira was sentor to Buddha both in age and renunciation
and that he attained Nirvina during the life time of Buddha.
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In the Srﬁmanya—phala.—sntra of the Digha nikdya, wn the
Dahara sutta of the Smyutta-nikiya and the Samiya-sutta of
the Sutta-mpata there are enumerated six Tirthakas who
flourished before Buddha Their Names are Purana Kaéyapa,
Makkhali Gofala, Nigantha Nitaputta (Mahavira), Samjaya
Belatthiputta, Pakudha Kacciyana and Ajpta Kefa-kambal
All of them are said to have been honoured by many,
experienced, of long ascetic standing and senior 1n age, but
these adjectives are not used in the case of Buddha On the
other hand, as contrasted with them, Buddha 1s described as
younger 1n age and a novice in renunciation Thus 1t stands
proved that Mahdvira was semior to Buddha in age and had
taken renunciation earher than him

It 1s mentioned in the Samagima-sutta of the Majjhima-
nikiya that while Buddha was sojourming in Samagama, a
Sramamc devotee Cunda by name came to him and conveyed
the message that Nigantha Nataputta (Mahavira) just passed
awy 1n Pava and there has arisen a dispute (kalaha) among his
followers. By this message, Ananda, the chief disciple of
Buddha, had a doubt 1n his mind whether such a dispute would
not anse in their Sangha after Buddha He discussed this
matter with Buddha as well. This very episode occurs in the
Pasadikasutta of the Dighamkaiya. According to the Samgrti-
pariydya-sutta of this very Nikiya the same report was
conveyed to Buddha’s Samgha, and Sariputta, a pupil of
Buddha, called the Bhiksus, reported the news and warned
them that such a situation of dispute should not develop after
the Nirvapa of Buddha In this context, Buddha congratulated
Sariputta on his proper nstructions to the Bhiksus This episode
1sa clear proof and leaves no doubt that Mahavira attained
Nirvapa dunng the life time of Buddha Further, there was
some dispute among the followers of Mahavira, the report of
which caused some anxiety in the Sangha of Buddha and some
remedial suggestion was made in that direction In this way
1t 1s proved beyond doubt that Mahzvira was senior to and
attained Nirvipa earlier than Buddha, and these facts are
consistent with the traditional dates of the Nirvana of both of
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them (For references and discussions on the date of the
Nirvaga of Mahivira and Buddha see Winternitz A History
of Indian Laterature, II, Appendin II Nirvina of Buddha,
Appendix VI Nirvina of Mahzivira, Muni Nagarja Agama
aura Tripitaka eka anustlana, pp 47-128)

8 MAHAVIRA’S PLACE OF BIRTH

It 1s stated in this work (Samdhi 1, Kadavakas 6-7) that
Mahsvira, the 24th Jinendra, would be born to king Siddhartha
and queen Priyakirini of Kundapura in the Bharataksetra of
Jambudvipa From this it 1s obvious that Mah#vira was born
i Kundapura. There are no other indications about the region
etc. here beyond that it was located in the Bharataksetra.
There are, however, other references which make 1t clear that
this Kundapura was located in the territory of Videha, for
nstance, 1n the Nirvana-bhakt1 of Piyyapada .

Siddhartha nypati-tanayo
Bhartavasye Videha-Kundapure

That 1s Mahzvira, the son of king Siddhartha, was born in
Kundapura, in the terntory of Videha, in the Bharatavarsa
This 1s confirmed by other sources too ( See Harivaméapuraga
of Jinasena, 2 1-5, Uttarapurana of Gunabhadra, 74 251-52
for the actual quotations and their contents see the Hindi
Introduction) The Acaraiga (2 15) and Kalpasttra (1 10) of
the Ardhamagadht canon closely associate Mah#ivira with the
Videha ternitory where he lived for thirty years prior to his
renunciation It 1s obvious from these references that lord
Mahavira was born in Kupgapura which was in the Videha
territory. Luckily there 1s no difference of opinion about the
boundaries of Videha From ancient times, the terrtory north
of the Ganges was called Videha and the south of it was well-
known as Magadha This very terntory of Videha 1s mentioned
by the name Tirabhukti, and the current form of 1t, at present,
1s Tirhut Purdgas mention the boundary of Tirabhukt: thus
1t was bounded by the Himalayas on the North, by Gangeson
the South, by Kaiéiki on the East and by Gandakt on the
West These boundaries cover a quite wide area, and, for us,
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the question 1s where Kupdapura is to be located there To
answer this question, our: attention is attracted by another
fact that Mahsvira 1s called Jiistr-kulotpanna, Jiiatrputra etc.
In an ancient Buddhist text, Mahivastu, there 1s some 1ndica-
tion as to where the clan of Jfiatr-Ksatriyas hved. The context
1s hke this Lord Buddha crosses Ganges, and is proceeding
towards the (Vaiézli=) Vaishah Sangha, and various Ksatriya
clans hike the Licchavis welcome him 1n great eclat, Among the
Ksatriya clans, which gave an ovation to Buddha, there was
that known as Jfistrs who ruled their extensive (sphtta =visala)
territory 1n such a worthy manner that Buddha himself
compared them (who were respectable and splendid) with gods.
Thus reference proves that the Jiaty Ksatriyas lived 1n Vaiéah,
and they had quite a respectable position 1n the Licchavigana
It seems that the prestige of the Jiiatr family had increased
due to their leader Siddh&rtha who was at the head of the
Vaishah Gapa, as 1ts ruler, and who was the son-n-law (or
brother-in law) of king Cetaka. Priyakaript (or Triéala), the
daughter (or sister) of Cetaka was married to king Siddhzrtha,
the promunent ruler of the Jiiztr family. There 1s available
another strong evidence which links Mahiivira with Vaiésh
In more than one place Mahzavira 1s called Vesaliya = Vaiézlika
in the Ardha-Magadhi canon (Stutrkrtanga 1 2, Uttaradhyayana
6, etc,) Some of the commentators have explained variously
the term Vaifalika, as one of great personality, the son of
Viéals, but that 1s hardly satisfactory The obvious interpreta-
tion of Vaifalika 1s that he was a citizen of Vaiéali The canon
refers 1 many places to the Sravakas of Vaah The revered
Rgabhadeva belonged to the Kofala country or terntory, so
he 15 called Arahi Kosaliye, 1e, the Arhat of the Kofala
country (Samavayanga-sutra, 141, 162). It 1s concluded, there-
fore, that Mahavira was born in Vaiah, and Kundapura was
possibly a part of this extensive capital.

The next question 1s where was this Vaidah located. A
satisfactory answer to it 1s available in the Ramayaxpa of
Valmiki (1,45) Rama and Laksmana, accompamed by
Vaistha-muni are proceeding to Mithila to participate i the

£3]
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Bow Festival arranged by king Janaka, When they reached
the bank of the Ganges, Vaéistha narrated to them the episode
of Gangavatarana. Then they crossed the Ganges and reached
its northern bank Thence they saw the town of Vifala
(Ramayana 45,9), and soon they reached 1t which was beauti-
ful, celestial and like heaven (Ibidem 1,45, 9-10). They halted
there for the might, and thence, next day, they reached
Mithilg, the town of Janaka,

In Buddhist texts, there are many references to Vaiéal,
and there tooit1s stated that Buddha crossed the Ganges,
proceeded to the North and reached Vaidah, At that time
Vaiéali was ruled over by the Licchavi Sangha, and to the
south of Ganges, Srenika, the king of Magadha, and after um,
king Kunika Aj ataéatru, had their sovereign kingdoms There
was a basic difference 1 the Governmental set-up of these two
kingdoms between which enmity was on the mcrease There
1s a reference in a Buddhist work (namely, Dighanikaya-
Mahsparimibbsnasutta ) that Varsakara, the mutuster of
Ajatadatru, once asked Buddha whether they can conquer the
Licchavi Sangha of Vai$ali In reply Buddha indicated that
nobody can conquer the Sangha as long as the people of the
Licchaval-gana remamn orgamsed, unammously support their
repubhican form of Government, uphold justice, and do not
violate the code of good behaviour Realzihg this, the mumstér
Varsakara took recourse to diplomacy and sowed seeds of
.dissension among the Licchavis so that they drfted from the
path of justice and good behaviour What happened as a result
of this 1s graphically described in the seventh Sataka of the
Bhagavati of the Ardha-Msagadhi canon According to this
source, the army of Ajatadatru attacked Vaidal, and in this
battle, weapons like Mahzéilakantaka and Rathamusala were
used. Ultimately the ramparts of Vaiéah gave way, and Ajata-
fatru proved victorious In fine, Vaiéal enjoyed great pres-
tige during the time of Mahzvira, and 1t was a matter of pnde

to be a citizen of Vaiéal, That 1s why Mahavira was mentioned
as Vaidahya. Vaialy, ke many other ancient towns, remained
unknown ( or umdentified ) to historians, but durng the last
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century, archacological excavations and researches brou-
ght to hight dilapidated structures, ancient relics, seals and
inscriptions on the basis of which the ancient site of Vaifsli
was correctly identified, and 1t was, without any doubt, the
same as Basidha, now situated to the north of Ganges, n the
Dt of Muzaffarpur, in Bihar. It 1s learnt from local investiga«
tion that the village called Vasuhunda, which is close io the
present-day Basidha, must be the ancient Kundapura, There
are some signs of an ancient pond “or lake there which mmght
have been called Ksatriyakunda. Close to it, there 1s a piece
of land which 1s looked upon as ahalya, 1.e, where the plough
has never been used, and there 1s a beliefamong the local people
that some great person was born there in ancient times. For
this reason, 1t 1s looked upon as a holy spot, and a lamp 1s it
up in Diwali, 1 e, on the day of the Nirvina of Mahavira,
Taking 1nto consideration all these points, scholars have
accepted that locality as the birth place of Mahsvira, and the
Government of Bihar, guided by this very evidence, took
possession of it and had a compound put for 1t A marble
Tablet 15 erected there on a lotus-shaped pedestal Eight
Gathas in Ardha-Mz3sgadhi, along with their translation 1n
Hindi, have been inscribed on at. They purport to say that this
15 the spot where revered Mahavira was born and from where
he adopted renunciation after spending his Kumarakala of
thirty years It 1s also specified mn the inscription that this
monument was inaugurated by Shn Rajendra Prasada, Presi-
dent of India, 1n person, in the Vikrama Samvat 2012, when
2535 years had elapsed after the birth of Mahavira

Close to this Mahavira Memorial, on a piece of land, adje-
cent to the ancient Ksatriyakunda, a magnificent building 1s
erected through the donation of Sahu Shanti Prasadaj, and
there 1s established the Research Institute of Prakmt, Jamo-
logy and Ahimsa by the Goveérnment of Bihar This Institute
was started 1n 1956 at Muzaffarpur under the Directorship of
Dr Hiralal Jain It 1s through him that the Mah#vira Memo-

nial was got erected in Vaiéah and construction of the Building
was started.
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There remans a doubt about our conclusion on the location
of Vaifali. Some of our co-religionists feel that Vardal was not
m Videha but in the Sindhu-defa. Even m the present text
(5,5) 1t 15 found stated

Simdhu-visal Vesili-puravar,
and 1n the Uttarapurapa (in Sanskrit) of Gupabhadra (75,3) we
find like thas ¢

Sindhvikhyavisaye bhtibhrd-Vaiéali-nagare ‘bhavat /

Cetakiakhyo t1 vikhysto vinitah paramzrhatah [/

It 1s natural that Sindhu-visaya and Sindvakhyavisaya in
both the texts 1s understood to refer to the country of Sindha;
but it 1s equally clear that in the present-day Sindha there 1s
neither mentioned a town named Vaial nor can this be
reconciled with the historical evidence and events noted above.
Scholars have no doubt now about the location of Vaiésh This
pomnt was duly considered by me, and I have reached the
conclusion that the reading Sindhvikhya-visaye 1n the
Uttarapuraga 1s the result of copyist’s lapse. Really the reading
should be Sindhvadhya-visaye, which means a territory aboun-
ding m nivers This description 1s perfectly significant for the
area of Tirhut. This area 1s mentioned 1n the éamkaradaquaya,

and there 1t 15 called Udakadefa. Even the name Tirabhukt
has this very sigmficance that the entire area 1s nearly covered
by rivers and their extensive banks A reference to Tirabhukt
1s noted above, and theremn this area 1s described as Nads-
pafica daéintare, 1e, the area divided between by fifteen rivers
Even today one hears about many of these river and therr
floods plunging under waters the entire area now and then
Thus from the above two references what 1s intended 1s not any
other Sindhudega but only the territory of Tirabhukt: or
Udakade$a which 1s full of rivers

In this connection, there remans still another question to
be considered  Since long, Kundalapura, near Nalanda ( Dt

Patna), 1n Bihar, 1s looked upon as the birth-place of Mahavira
There 1sa big temple, and 1t 1s considered to be a Tirtha, a sacred
place of pilgrimige, being the birth-place of Mahavira With
this belief thousands of pilgnims visit this place every year.
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Likewise Svetambaras consider Ksatriyakuoda, near Lacchu-
vida (Dt Monghyr) as the birth-place of Mahavira, But
both these places are not located in Videha, to the north of
Ganges . they are i Magadha, tothe south of the Ganges,
and thus they contradict the clear references found in
the early tents of both ithe sects As a matter of fact,
Jacobr and other foreign scholars expressed doubt about these
places, and they considered the evidence imparhally and
strictly from the lustorical pomnt of view. It 1s their researches
that have identified Vaidali and Kundapura. The antiquity
of these two places, which are looked upon at present to be the
birth-places of Mahavira, does not go far backin time It
appears that there were Jainas in large numbersn the tern-
tories of Videha and Magadha for about twelve hundred years
after Mahznvira. The Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsiang came to
India 1n the 7th century during the reign of Harshavardhana,
and he tried to visit all the Buddhist holy places He visited
Vaiéali too, and he observes, 1 his travel reports, quite clearly
that there were more Nirgranthas, 1 e., Jainas, than Buddhists
m Vaifsh But thereafter 1t seems that the conditions changed
to a great extent, and for various reasons the number of Jainas
went on decreasing Then, after some centuries, the Jainas
came to and settled down in this part perhaps dunng the
Mugal period for trade and commerce, and, not so much on the
archaeological and historical evidence, but just from similanty
of names and misled by 1nauthentic local hearsay, they mistook
Kupdalapura and Lacchuvzda as the birth-place of Mahzvira
Both the localities have become and will continue to be places
of pilgnimage on account of the temples built there, images
solemnly set up, pious faith of the people and regularity of the
piigrimage But now we have realized that the real birth-place
of Mahavira 1s Vaial-and-Kupdapura, 1tis accepted on all
hands by Indian and European scholars, even the Government
of Bihar have given recognition to them by erecting memoral
for Mahsvira and also by establishing a Research Institute
there TUnder these circumstances, the Jainas, as a commumty,
should not ignore these places, but, by extending full co-ope-
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ration, 1nvest them with full prospenty in view of their histonis
cal importance. ( Hoernle Updsaka dads, Introduction and
Notes Cambridge History of India, I p 140. Bhiratiya
Samskrt: m& Jaina dharma ki yogadana pp 22 ff )

9 PLACE OF PENANCE OF MAHAVIRA

According to the present text ( 1, 11 ), Uttarapurana ( 75,
302-304 ) and Harivarhfa (2,50-52 ), lord Mahzvira of the
Natha, Naya or Jfatr family went to the Sanda( Khapda )
vana, started penance and became a Muni, on the 10th day of
the dark half of the month of Margadirsa According to the
texts of the Ardhamagadht canon such as Kalpastatra etc, it
has been mentioned as Nayasapdavana,1 e, the park belong-
ing to the Jiiatr-ksatriyas One thinks that even in the Uttara
purapa the original reading must have been Nathasandavana,
Nahasagdavapa 1n Apabhraméa, on which the ignorent copyists
have improved 1n their own way Thus the place where Maha-
vira practised penance 1s proved to be the park close to Vaiéali
and Kundapura where the Ksatriyas of Jfistr famly resided

10 PLACE OF MAHAVIRA’S OMNISCIENCE

The locality where Mah#ivira attained Kevalajfiana 1s thus
described 1 our text (2, 5) Mahavira practised penance for
twelve years He encouraged his sister Candana 1n the practice
of Ahimsa and forbearance, and reached, in his pious tour,
the park on the bank of the river Rjukald, near the village
Jrmbhika. He plunged himself 1n meditation, seated on a slab
of stone under a Sala tree, and observing a fast for two days,
he obtained ommiscience 1n the afternoon of the 10th day of
the bright half of Vaifakha, when the moon was between
Uttar3sidha and Hasta, These details are confirmed by the
Uttarapurina ( 74,3,49 ) and Hartvaméapurina ( 2, 56 59 ).

Thus Mahavira attained omniscienceon the bank of Rjukald
1n the vicimty of Jrmbhika-grima According to the Acaringa
and Kalpastutra the name of the villageis Jambhiya and that
of the nnver Rjuvaluka
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Though this village and the miver are not conclusively
1dentified, there seems to be no doubt that this river 1s the
same which, 1n Bihar, 1s known as Kuyela or Kuyela-kals, and
on the bank of 1t there 1s a big Railway station of that very
name Close by, thereisa town Jambui by name So this
very place should be accepted to be the locality where Maha-
vira attained ommscience, and smitable memorial should be
erected there.

11, THE PLACE OF MAHAVIRA’S FIRST SERMON

After attaining Kevalajfiina, Mahavira reached R3jagrha,
and his Samavasaraga was orgamised on the mount Vipulicala
nearby There his Divya dhvam, or Voice Divine, flowed out,
and that was on the first day of the black half of the month of
Sravana According to the present text, Mahdvira gave his
first sermon when 66 days had passed after his attainment of
Kevalajfiina This event 1s described 1n details in the Han-
vams$a (261 etc ) Thus the mount Vipulacala, near Rajagrha
( mn Bihar ) 1s the important and sacred place where the divirie
sermon of lord Mahavira was first delivered Even from early
times there are some Jaina temples on Vipuldcala, and some
25-30 years back a Vira-$asana Memorial was erected there
Since then the Virafasana Jayant: 1s being celebrated on the
Ist day of the black half of $ravagpa Still the Memorial and
the Sacred Day have not won umiversal prestige ( and impor-
tance ) commensurate with their historical significance. Some
efforts must be made i1n this direction This 1s the spot where
not only the first Religious Sermon of lord Mahivira was given
out, but it 1s here that famous Indrabhfiti Gautama, well-
versed in Vedas, came to Mahavira andalso accepted his leader-
ship and became the first Ganadhara Itishere that Gautama
presented Lord’s divine message, classifying 1t into Angas and
Purvas and giving them the shape of texts ( granthartidha ) It

1s here that Srenika Buﬁbasﬁra, king of Magadha, received the
istructions of Mahavira, and having discussed rehigious topics
with Gautama Gapadhara, he laid the foundation of Jaina
Purfinas and tales It 1s here that Srenika incurred that mer-

¥



94 VIRAJININDACARIU

torious Karmic bondage whereby 1n his subsequent birth, asa
man, he was destined to be the future Tirthakara, Mahipadma
by name.

12. PLACE OF NIRVANA OF MAHAVIRA

Having attained ommscience ( Kevala-jiiina ) on the bank
Rjuktla and after preaching the principles of Jammism through
his divine voice ( diyya-dhvans ), lord Mahavira toured over
different areas of the country and propounded the religious
doctrines, Afterwards he reached Pavipura and seated him-
self on a clean or pure slab of stone in a park studded with
many ponds He did not move out for two days, and, plunged
in pure Meditation ( Sukla dhydna ), he quitted the mortal coil
and became a Siddha 1n the last quarter of the mght of the
14th day of the black half of the month of Kartika, Thisis
graphically described i this text ( 3,1 ). The Uttarapurina
too describes this episode ( 66, 508-12 ).

From these references 1t 1s clear that lord Mah#vira attained
Nirvipa 1n a park, near Pavipura, round about which there
were many ponds or lakes At present, the site of the Nirvana
of Mah#virais accepted near Bihar-Sherif in Patna District
where a magnificent Jaina temple stands 1n the centre of a big
lake This 1s accepted as the Tirthaksetra on all hands Both
the sects, Digambara and Svetambara, have voluntarly accep-
ted this place as the spot of the Nirvana of Mahavira.

But historians have many difficulties 1n accepting this place
as the Nirviga-bhami of Mahavira. According to the Kalpa-
sitra and Parthgtaparvan, Pava, where Mahavira attamned
Nirvina, was the capital of a Ksatriya clan, Malla by name
These Mallas belonged to or were a part of the Vajj or Licchavi
Sangha of Vaiéal, and they were opposed or enemical to the
autocratic Government 1n Magadha Thus there 1s no likelihood
of any of these kingdoms south of the Ganges where the holy
place of the present-day Pavapun 1s located Besides this, on
the authonty of Buddhist txets ike the Digha and Majjhima-
mkaya, 1t 1s proved that Pava was located n the Sakya
country, and 1t was to the west of Vaidali and at a distance of
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ten to twelve miles from Kuétnagara. When lord Buddha was
residing 1n Samagima 1n the Sakya territory, the message was
coveyed to him, just within one day, that lord Mahiivira
attained Nirviipa at Pavi On this point there are available
many references n Buddhist texts, and they have been duly
noted above Takmg all these facts into account, histonans
have arrived at the conclusion that Paviapura, where lord
Mabzvira attamed Nirvipa, 1s really that village Pavi by
name, near Kuffnagara m Devaria Dt of U P, which, at
present, 1s known by the name Sathiyaimva Fazilnagara where
are available plenty of ancient relics and ruins. So, from the
historical point of view, this place should be accepted as the
place of the Nirvag of Mahfivira and be given the status of a
worthy Tirthaksetra. ( For detailed discussions on the place of
Nirvipa, see Kahnayalal . Pava-samiksk ( Afoka Prakaéana,
Katara Bazar, Chhapra, Bihar 1972). History and Culture of

the Indian Peoples, Vol II, The Age of Impenial Umty. p. 7
Malla. )

13 HISTORICAL CONTEMPORARIES OF MAHAVIRA
(ka) CHETAKA RULER OF VAISALI

Details about King Cetaka (Chetaka) of Vaifah are found

In this text, canto 5, as well as 1n the Uttarapurapa, Parvan
75 It1s said about him that he was very famous, polite and a
Parama-arhata, 1 e ,-a great follower of Jaimsm His queen was
Subhadridevi by name He had ten sons Dhanadatta,
Dhanabhadra, Upendra, Sudatta, Sithhabhadra, Kumbhoja,
Akampana, Patamgata, Prabhafijana and Prabhzsa. Besides, he
-had seven daughters as well The eldest was Priyakarip® who
was married to king Siddhartha of Kundapura, and they had
the rare fortune of becoming the parents of lord Mah#zvira The
second daughter was Mrgavat! who was marred to king
Satanika of Candra-vaméa, ruling at Kaudzmbr, the capital of
Vatsadefa The third daughter, Suprabh3, was given 1n marriage
to Dafaratha, king of Hemakaksa, the capital of Dadsrgpa (Dt.
Vidiés) The fourth daughter, Prabhavats, became the queen
of Udayana, who ruled at Roruka, the capital of Kaccha She

[¥]
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became famoun an Stlavatt an aceount of her outetanding
eharaeter { Stbevratn ). Joosths was the fifth diurhter of Ling
Crtal a, amd Batealt, hing of Mahipary, the ¢capatal of Gandha-
rvadedn, sbed for her hand an wodding Dt bing Cetaka did
not approve of thin martal relation for come revcon or the
other Siryaht {olt offrnded ) and, petting enrated, he attacked
the Linadom of Cetala, but, bring dofunted an the battls, he
folt ashaimed and acerpied renuncintion {rars 4142 ) at the
hande of the ~unt Damotear, Srr:,ul‘a, the ing of Maradha,
was lui bly cnumonred of Jrvenht and Colant ((the «tth
dauster of Cepal 1) on rewgne ther portraits  He requested Vang
Cejaka for their hande in mrarnare. As étv:mk"x was much
advanced in are at that tunes, bine Gl a dud not accept his
propeeal Thereby hane Srepihn was awafully paned. s
minste rs discussed this mtter with Abhynlamim, the heir-
apperant Abhayal umira put on the dress of a merchant and
rot himsalf admitted inte the paliee of Vardsh, and showed the
portrat of Srepiha to both the princesses and got them interes-
ted in and cnamonred of Srapika.  He tried to lead them both
throurh an underground passage  Celan® seat Jyegtht back to
her apartment with the pretence of fetching her ornaments but
hersel{ followed Abhavalumira to Rifjagrha, and she was
married to king Sremta When Jyestht realized that her sister
treacherously left her behind, she became very much detached
(to the world) and turned hersel{ into a Jana nun under an

Arvikn
The scventh daughter of Cejaka was Candan® by name

While she was sporting with her compamons in a park, a
Vidyndhara, Manovega by name, saw her and fell in love with
her, being captivated by her beauty Secrctly he kidnapped her.
But being afrard that lus wife Manovegi might get angry with
him, he left Candani 1n a park, Bhotaramapn, on the night
bank of the river Irfivatt There Candent met a Bhila,
Syimznka by name. He presented her respectfully to Jus hing
Siunha by name The Bnlla chuef entrusted her to Mitravara
who was in the service of Rgabhasena, a rich merchant of
Kaufnmbj, to whom finally she was led. But Bhadrh, thewafe

- -
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of the merchant, became jealous of her and kept her as a slave
girl 1 her service. One day when Mah#vira came to Kauéambi
Candana offered food to him with great devotion Thereby
Candani became well known in Kaudambi, and the report
about this reached the ears of her elder sister Mrgavati

Mrgavati, accompanied by prince Udayana, came to the house
of the Sregthm, 1 e, banker-cum-merchant, and took Candana
with her to the palace By this time Candana had developed a
temper of detachment from worldly ties. She sought shelter
with Mahavira and accepted Diksa or renunciation under him

In due course, Candans became the leader of the Sangha of
nuns (#ry+k2) under Mahavira,

Such are the details about the family connections and
prosperity of king Cetaka of Vaifsli available in the Jamna
Purspas. His relations with the contemporary ruling families
are obvious, King Cetaka's daughter Priyakiripi was the
mother of Mahavira, and his daughters Celand and Mygavats

were married respectfully to Sremika, king of Magadha, and
Satsnika, king of Kauéambr

(*ha) SRENIKA BIMBISARA KING OF MAGADHA

Srenika, king of Magadha, had long-standing and thick
relations with lord Mahavira Much of the traditional account
1n Jaina Puripas begins with the questions of éremka and the
answers of Mahavira or of his chief Gagadhara (1e, leader of
the congregation) Major details of it are found in Sampdhis
6-11 of this work There 1s no doubt about the historicity of
this king. Besides the Jaina texts, he 1s mentioned and details
about him are available 1n Buddhist works and 1n the Puripas
of Vedic tradition According to the Digambara Jaina fradition,
he 1s mentioned by his name Srenika only, but (we are also
told that) he had a hiking for playing on the Bhumbha or Bheri,
a musical instrument (see 7,2), and on this account, it seems
that he became famous also by the name Bhimbasira or
Bhambhasara. In Svetambra works, he 1s mentioned mostly by
this name. This very word seems to have been changed or
corrupted as Bimbisara or Bimbasira In the Buddhist tradi
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tion, this name 1s mentioned by itself or along with the other
name Srepika According to the Udana Afthakatha 104, Bimb:
1s a synonym for gold, and because the complexion of the body
of this king was like gold, he came to be called Bimbisara.
There 1s a Tibetan tradition, according to which the name of his
mother was Bimbi, and hence he came to be called Bimbisara
It seems, however, that these etymologies have been suggested
only from his name Even the name Sregika 1s differently ex-
plained According to the Abhidhzna cintamam of Hemacandra.
érenth karayat: Srepiko Magadheévarah/,
) Sremka, king of Magadha, was so called because he
established so many guilds. In one of-the recensions of the
Buddhist text, Vinayapitaka, it has been stated that Bimb:-
sara was putin charge of eighteen guilds, 1e, he was made
the head of them thatis why he came to be known by the
name Sremka In the Jambuddiva-pappatti of the Ardha-
magadhi canon, 18 érenis are mentioned 9 Nzruas and
9 Karuas _Nine Niaruas are 1 kumbhara ( poiter ), patava or
pattilla ( either, weaver or patel ), 3 suvarapaksra (goldsmith),
4 sivaksra or sitakira ( cook or carpenter), 5 gandharva
( singer or perfumer), 6 kasavaga ( barber), 7 malakara
( florist or garland-maker ), 8 kacchakara ( vegetable seller )
and 9 tambolia ( dealer in betel-leaf ). Then nine Kiruas are
1 carmaksra ( leather-worker ), 2 yantra-pidaka ( oil-presser ),
3.gamchiya (cloth-seller ?), 4 chimps (artisan), 5 karhsira (metal-
worker), 6 sfvaga or sevaka (a tailor or attendant), 7 guara or
gvila (cow-keeper), 8 Bhilla (forester) and 9 dhivara (fisherman)
Some of the above terms are differently spelt The Praknt texts
mention his name as Septya which might stand for Sainika or
Senzpati, and 1ts wrong Sansknt back-formation might have
been Sremka (Mum Nagara; Agama aura Tripitaka, p 324).
As stated 1 this work, Calataputra or Kirataputra was born
to queen Cilata or Kurata-devi from Praérepika or Upaérenika,
Jang of Rajagrha, in Magadha He arrested, through treachery,
Pradyota, king of Ujjaina, and presented him before his father
Earler the king had sent Aud4yana agamst Uddyota, but the
latter defeated the former and made him a prisoner The
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success of Cilataputra, therefore, pleased his father who
announced him as his successor and coronated him as heir-
apparent But Cilataputra was not successful asa ruler, and
his behaviour was unethical. The ministers and feudatories
1avited prince Sremka who was an exile in Kaficipura Srenika
came and defeated Kirataputra and banished him from the
kingdom. Cilataputra got himself established as the leader of
rogues and robbers in the forest, but was defeated a second
time by Sreqika  Fimally Cilataputra renounced the world and
became 2 monk, and in that status, he became a victim of a
female jackal and was born 1n heaven. éremka. was the son of
Upaérenika from his second queen Suprabhadevi. He was
endowed with extraordinary intelhgence, and, when king
Upaéremka tested the princes about their abihity to govern the
kingdom, it 1s Sremka. who proved successful. Lest there
might develop mutual enmity among the princes, Srepika was
banished from the kingdom. First Sremika reached Nandagrama,
and thereafter he travelled on exhibiting his skill and heroism
and reached Kaficipura Oppressed by the tyranny of Cilata-
putra, the ministers invited Srenmika and installed him as the
king of Magadha.

One day king Srepika went out hunting 1n the forest, close
to the capital. He saw there a monk engrossed 1n meditation, he
took him to be a bad omen, and getting angry, he left on the
monk his bunting dogs Through the influence of the monk,
even the dogs became quiet, and the arrows hit by the king
turned into flowers Then the king, to satisfy his vengeance,
put a dead serpent round the neck of the monk As a conse-
quence of this dire sin, he became destined for beimng born in
the seventh hell. But he could observe that the great monk,
even though harassed so much by him, was not in the least
affected or disturbed either by attachment or aversion (r2ga-
dvesa), and consequently, there dawned on him great change of
heart When the monk saw that now the king had the mental
peace, he blessed him in sweet words and gave him rehgious
instructions Well, that 1s how Sremka got nd of lus Mithystva
and developed Ksgayika-samyaktva He bowed down at the
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feet of the saint and returned home 1n.a happy mood

One day king éremka received the report that lord Mahavira
has arrived on the mount Vipulicala He proceeded there with
devotion, bowed down to him, and offered prayers As a result
of this religious bent of mind; his Samyaktva was strengthened,
his life i the seventh hell was commuted into that of the first
hell, and he incurred the bondage of the Tirthakara-nzima-
karman On this occasion, king Srepika inquired of Gautama
Ganpadhara why 1s 1t that he (1 e., himself ) 1s not inclined to
accept the vows ( vraia ), even though he has great faith n
Jamism. The Gagadhara pointed out to him, in reply, that he
had excessive addiction to pleasures and 1s under the opera-
tion of deep Mithystva, and further, his conduct has been bad,
because he has commtted preliminary sins ( @rambha ). The
consequent acute sins, the Gapadhara continued, have led him
to the bondage of Iife in hell The bondage of any other grade
of existence (gats) than that of heaven will not allow the soul
to accept and practise the vows, but such a soul can, however,
possess Samyagdarfana or Right Faith Thisis the reason,
Gautama explained to Srepika, why the latter was possessed
of Samyaktva, but not 1n a position to practise the vows
(Uttarapurzpa 74,433-36)

Srenika was also informed that he would pass away, after
the Nirviga of Mahsvira when just three years, eight months
and fifteen days of the Caturtha era are remaining (after which
the Paficamaksla would begin) Sregika had such a firm faith
i religion (Samyaktva ) that the recewved praise even from
Surendra (1e , the Chief of gods) But a certamn god would not
believe this, and he came to test Sremka As king éremka was
passing by the road, the god put on the appearance of a monk
and started catching fish with a netin his hands The king
approached and saluted hm, he submitted to him that he
would act ashis servant (and catch the fish for im), and he
questioned him why he was occupied 1n this sinful actiaty If
fish were needed by him, he would collect them for him, The
god said ‘No, no, I do not need any more fish’ This episode
became the talk of the town, and people began to find fault



GENERAL EDITORIAL 31

with Jamna religion. The king presented an example or sitnation
(by way of illustration) In his assembly, the king bestowed on
the princes a royal grant of maintenance, stamped with the
royal signet but all besmeared with dirt All of them accepted
the document with great satisfaction and received it on their
head The king asked them how could they take it on their
head when 1t was all covered with dirt. From them the reply
came ‘Just asa sentient Jiva, though wrapped ina filthy
body, deserves respect, so too the great document from the
king, though besmeared with dirt, deserves respect.” The king
smiled and pownted out to them that hkewise the saints
charactenised by religious emblem (dharma-mudr2) deserve to be
duly respected. Even if they have any flaw in them, they
should not be detested, but they should be made free from it
with all due modesty. Having personally observed the firm
religious faith of the king, that god was very much pleased, and
he returned to heaven after presenting the king witha precious
necklace This episode illustrates that since the time Sreqika
accepted the Jamna way of hfe, his rehigious faith went on
increasing, and he naver wavered 1n 1t

(2a) SRENIKA’S SON PRINCE ABHAYAKUMARA

During the reign of Cilataputra, when éremka was still a
prince and lving 1n exile at Kzﬁcrﬁura, he got himself wedded
to a high-born girl Abhayamati by name From her he had a
Son, Abhayakumzra, who wasendowed with exceptional
mtelligence Tt 15 he who brought about the mantal union of
s father, as desired by him, with Celanadevs. Along with
éremka he too attended the Samavasarapa of lord Mahzvira
Abhayakum3ra had not only firm faith in religion but he was
also well versed 1n its doctrines Even king Sremka got himself
enhghtened on certain rehigious topics from him At last
Abhayakumara too accepted renunciation and reached Moksa
or iberation ( Uttarapurina 74,526-27 ).

(gha) SRENIKA’S SON PRINCE VARISENA

As noted above, king éremka married Celansdevt mn hys
advanced age, and that too through the efforts of his eldest
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son Abhayakumira Celan% gave birth to a son, Virisepa by
name. Even during his boyhood he developed a religious bent
of mind, and as requred by the rules of conduct for the best
layman (uttama-frivaka), he used to practise Pratimayoga 1m
a cemetery Once a certamn robber, Vidyuccara, who was
gifted with the use of miraculous eye-pant ( afijana-siddha )
stole the necklace of Celana from the palace for the satisfac-
tion of his love lady, Gapikasundari, but he could not reach it
to hus beloved Palace guards pursued him seeing on his person
the flash of the necklace, Candrah@sa The robber realized this,
and he dropped the necklace at the feet of Varisepa, who was
plunged 1n meditation 1n a cemetery, and ran away The royal
guards reported this to the king The king took Varnisepa to be
the thief and, in a fit of anger, ordered him to be beheaded.
But due to the spintual aura ( dharma-prabhava ) of Virisepa,
the weapons of royal guards proved mneffective. Seeing his
divine powers, the king stopped the guards and tried to bring
him to the palace, but he did not come and became a monk
observing Mahzvratas, On his begging tour, he went toa
village Palasakheda, there he instructed his erstwhile friend and
made him enter the ascetic order But the friend had still
temptation or attachment for his own wife. Varisepa took him,
however, to the apartment of his mother Celans, and by his
exemplary detachment confirmed his friend in the practice of
ascetic virtues,

(ha) SRENIKA’S SON GAJAKUMARA

King Sreqika hada queen Dhanaérf by name While she
was carrymng, she had, during the fifth month, a pregnancy
longing that she should sport ina park, gomng there seated
with her husband on the back of an elephant and along with
her retinue 1n great pomp, when the sky 1s cloudy and drizzling
Iightly Though i1t was not the rainy season at thattime,
Abhayakumara managed all this with the aid of his Vidyadhara
friend and fulfilled the pregnancy longing of his step-mother
In due course, Dhanaérf gave birth to a son, Gajakum#ira. As
a youth, he went to lord Mahavira, heard his religious sermons,
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and accepted renunciation. Sometime Gajakumara went to the
Kalinga country, and started practising Atdpana-yoga medita-
tion seated on a slab of stone, to the west of the capital town,
Dantipura The ruling king there had no 1dea of such a medita-
tion, so he asked his mimster why this monk was exposing
himself to heat like this His mimister Buddhadasa was mnimical
to Jaimsm He told the king that the monk was suffering from
the disease of Vata-roga, and consequently, to bring warmth
in his body, he was doing like this. The king full of sympathy
for the monk enquired how his ailment could be removed The
mimster suggested the remedy, namely, when this poor man
comes to the town for alms, the slab of stone on which he sits
might be fully heated so that the hot stone might remove his
prabhaiijanavayn when he sits on 1t The king ordered accordin-
gly, and his order was duly carried out. The result w as, when
the saint Gajakumara returned from the town after seelung his
alms and sat on that stone, he suffered terrible burmng He
patiently bore this suffering and attained liberation. Later the
gods arrived there, and the mimister, the king and thousands
of other persons accepted the Jaina way of life

(ca) SATANIKA, KING OF KAUSZ MBI, AND UDAYANA
AND CANDAPRADYOTA OF UJJAINI

It has been already noted in the biography of Candanz
that Mrgavaty, one of the seven daughters of Cetaka, king of
Vaidali, was married to Satantka of the Somavaméa, ruling at
Kaudamb! This Kaufambi 1s identical with the present day
Kosam, a village, at a distance of 35 mles to the south-west of
Allahabad When Mahavira reached Kauéaimb? and Candanz
offered food to lnm, Mrgavatt came there and felicitated her
younger sister on her piety It 1s the same Udayana, the son
of Satﬁn‘!ka, that was marned to Vasavadatts, the daughter
of Candapradyota, the king of Ujjaint According to Buddhist
hiterary tradition, Udayana and Buddha were born on one and
the same day And there 15 also a well confirmed Jama tradi-
tion that the very might when Palaka, after the demise of
Pradyota, was coronated, Mahavira attamed Nirvapa These

[xl
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references prove that both these great persons, namely, Buddha
and Mah#ivira, were contemporariesand shed useful hght on
the then political conditions.

14 GROWTH OF LITERATURE ON MAHAVIRA'S
BIOGRAPHY

(cka) BIOGRAPHIES IN PRAKRIT

Lord Mahavira attamned Nirviga in 527 B. C; and smce
then attempts were made to collect details about his biography.
As stated by Virasena, the author of Dhavala, Indrabhuti
Gautama, the chief disciple of Mahavira, wasa Brahmapa of
high character and possessed of the knowledge of four Vedas
and six Aigas, Itis but natural that such a learned disciple
should attempt a systematic compilation of the biography and
teachings of his master All such material 1s collected 1n Twelve
Angas which are also known by the name Dvzdaéa Gampitaka.
The twelfth Anga, Drstivida, contained a section Prathaminu-
yoga, which covered Purinic details of the genealogies of all
the Tirthakaras, Cakravartins and other great men, as well as
the history of the Naitha or Jfisty family and of Tirthakara
Mahavira -

It 1s a misfortune that the hterary material so put together
by Indrabhtit1 Gautama 1s no more available. But its details,
in short, are found scattered in the entire Ardha-Mzgadhs
canon available today In the fourth Anga, Samavayanga, are
introduced some details about Tirthakaras, their parents, birth
places, locality of renunciation, pupils, the donors of food etc,
In the Acaringa, which 1s the first Srutanga, there 1s available
quite a vivid description of the penance of Mahdvira In the
fifth Anga, Vysakhyaprajfiapt:, there are thousands of questions
and answers between Mah&ivira and Gautama, and there are
available many glimpses of their lives and contemporary
events At that time, there were many Parévipatyas,1e, the
followers of Parévanitha, and Maikhal Gofsla, who started
the Ajivika sect, also lived at the same time Dunng that
period there ensued a great battle between the kingdoms of

Magadha and Vaifal, and heavy mussiles and mechanical
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weapons called Mahadilakaptaka, Ratha-musala etc. were
employed 1n the fight Inthe seventh Ainga, Upasakidhya-
yana, places connected with the hfe of Mahavira, such as,
Vaifal, Jnstrsandavana, Kollaga-sammve$a, Karmaragrama,
Vinyagrima are mentioned, and they are helpful in 1dentifying
some of the localities. The Anuttaraupapatika, the ninth Anga,
mentions how the queens (of king Sremika who was a contem-
porary of Mahzvira) hke Celans, Dharinpt and Nands, and also
twentythree prninces entered the ascetic order. In the two
Mulasatras, Uttaradhyayana and Dadavaikilhka, one gets
plenty of material shedding hight on the basic 1deas of Mahavira
on philosophy, morality and conduct, The Kalpasttra givesa
well-arranged biography of Mahavira This entire hiterature 1s
presented through the later Ardha-M3zgadht language.

The Tiloyapapgatt: (Triloka-prajfiapti) of Yativrsabha (in
Saurasent Praknt) 1s very important, because, in its Praknt
Gathas, we find the biographies (in the form of Namavah) of
Tirthakaras and other Salakapurusas, Here one gets, in brief,
almost all the events connected with the life of Mahavira, mna
form very convenient to memornse (Sholapur 1952)

Based on such material, preserved in strings of names
(nam3avali-mbaddha) 1s composed the Patimacariya the earliest
known Mahgkauya 1n (MaharastrI) Praknt in which appearsa
short biography of Mah#vira by way of introduction to the
hfe and activities of Rama (Bhavnagar 1914) The Vasudeva-
hipds of Samghadasa and Dharmadsasagag ( 4-5th century
A D) isan important work in Praknt narrative hiterature.
Incidentally the hives of many Tirthakaras, including that of
Mahzavira too, are touched upon here and there (Bhavnagar
1930-31) The CafipannamahZipurisa-caniya (V S 925) of

Stlaika gwes mn Praknt prose the biography of Mahavira
(among those of others) (Varanas: 1961)

Bhadreévara’s Kahavali ( 12th century A D ) gives
Praknit prose the lives of 63 Salakapurusas As an imndependent
composition, solely devoted to the life of Mahavira, 1s the
Mahaviracanya of Gupacandrasun (V, S 1139) It has eight
Prastaivas, of which the first four are devoted to the details of
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the earlier births of Mahtivira (Bombay 1929). Devendra alias
Nemicandrasar, a contemporary of Gupacandra, has composed
the Mgahtiviracanya (V S. 1141) entirely in Praknt verses,
nearly 2400 m number, which describe 26 births (bhava) from
that of Marfci to the one of Mahsvira (Bhavnagar V. S 1973)
Just some years later ( V.S, 1168) Devabhadragapt too
composed Mahiaviracariya (Ahmedabad 1945),

(7a) BIOGRAPIHIES OF MAHAVIRA IN SANSKRIT

Leaving the doctrinal text, namely the Tattviirthasntra, the
Sansknt language was used in Jaina literature much Jater than
eapected, Of course, there1s Siddhasecna Diviikara who has
addresscd the first fise of lus hymns to MahfivIra, Among the
earhier Sanshrit compositions there 1s the stylistic dharmaklaths,
namely the Variipgacanta, of Jatula or Jaticirya, and also the
Padmacarita of Ravisena (676 A D. ), both of them earlier
than the Kuvalayamsli (A.D 779) Jinasena and his pupil
Gunabhadra bhad their Mahfipuripa (in Sanshnit) completed
1 ¢ Saka 820 It deals thoroughly and exhaustively with the
lives of Tsrthaharas The first 47 Parvans are known by the
title Adipuripa which covers the biographies of Rsabhadeva
and Bharata, who are respectively the first Tirthakara and first
Cakravartin. The Parvans 47-76 are called Uttarapuraga, itis
composed by Gupabhadra, and 1t covers the hives of remaining
23 Tirthakaras and the rest of the $a1aka-puru§as Here the
Iife of Mahfivira 1s described in the concluding three Parvans
(74-76 ) 1n mice verses, the total number of which comes to
5494-6914-578=1818 ( Varanas:1 1954 ). About two hundred
seventy five years later, Hemacandra composed an extensive
Tnisash-§alakipurusa-carita in ten Parvans, the last Parvan
being devoted to the hfe of Mahavira ( Bhavnagar 1913).
Merutunga has written the Mahfipurusa-canita with svopayiia
commentary (c¢. 1300 A.D ) the five cantos of which cover
respectively the lives of Rsabha, Snnt;, Nami, Parfva and
Mahsvira As an elegant Kavya, deserves to be mentioned the
Vardhamzna-canita (Saka 910 f) of Asaga (Sholapur 1931) here
too sixteen cantos are.given to the former births of Mahavira
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and only the last two for his present career. Sakalakirt:
composed the Vardham@ina puripa 1n mmeteen cantos in the
V S 1518 There are references to the Mahaviracantra in

Sansknt attributed to Padmanandi, Kefava and Viapi-
vallabha

(sha) MAHAVIRA’S BIOGRAPHIES IN APABHRAMSA

The Mah#%puripu (éaka 887) of Puspadanta in Apabhraméa
15 a great poem, quite extensive and rich with all the poetic
merits, and 1t deals with the lives of all the Tirthakaras and
other éalakipurusas It has 102 Sampdhs. The life of Mahavira
1s coverd there from Samdhi 65 onwards upto the end (Bombay
1941) Sridhara has presented the life of Mahzvira 1n an indepen-
dent work. His other work, Pasapihacariu, was completed in
V.S 1189, and some time about this period he might have
composed this work too Sridhara’s Apabhrarhéa works have a
special attraction for us, because he has disclosed that he was
aresiddent of Hariyini The term ‘Hanyipa’ is the corrupt
form of ‘Abhirakapam’, so 1tis the land of the Abhira clan,
and, according to Dapdin, author of the Kavyadarfa; it s
from the speech of Abhiras and others that the Apabhrarméa
style developed It can be said, therefore, that the tradition of
Apabhrarhéa composition continued in Harydpa from 5-6th
century to 12th century A D It 1s very important from the
Iingmistic and historical point of view that a search 1s 1nstitu-
ted for the works of other poets and, on the basis of them, the
local dialects are studied comparatively

During the reign of Tomara rulers of Gwalior, namely,
Duigarasithha and his son Kirtisimha, the great poet Raidht
(¢ V.S. 1500) has enriched Apabhraméa literature by many of
his works His Sammai-cariu 1s complete 1n ten Samdhis, The
exact date of the Vaddhamapa-kahs of Narasena 1s not known
but a Ms of his another work, Sirivalacarin, 1s dated in V. S,
1512, so 1t must have been composed some time before this
pertod A Ms, of the Vad¢dhamapa-kavvu of Jayamitra Halla
1s dated V S, 1545 At the close of the work Padmanandi-muni1
1s mentioned, perhaps he 1s the same as the pupil of Prabhz-
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candra Bhaftaraka who 1s mentioned 1n some records from
V. 8. 1385 to 1450. The poet calls his composition ‘Holivamma-
Kapnabharaga’, and he looks upon Harindu or Hariécandra
as his Guru, ( Hauvam$a Kochhar. Apabhraméa Sahitya.
Paramananda Shastn Jamna Grantha Prafast: Sangraha, Bhaga
II, Apabhraméa Grantha.)

(ia) MAHAVIRA'S BIOGRAPHIES IN KANNADA

Asaga’s Vardhamfina-puriina (1n Sanskrit) has been a source
of 1nspiration to a number of Kannada poets Asaga 1s often
spelt as Agasa and sometime taken to mean a rajaka 1n
Kannada, but the real name appears to have been Asamga of
which Asaga can be a popular pronunciation Very lately has
come to hight a single Ms of Vira-VardhamZna-purapa of
Nagavarma (II). It has sixteen cantos and deals with the ear-
lier births and the present career of Mahzvira. It 1s a styhstic
Campii-kivya, and uses some of the Sanskrit metrical forms
quite freely It was composed in 1042 A D. Then there 1s the
Vardhamana-pursipa of Acanpa who had a title Vzanivallabha.
This also has sixteen cantos and presented in the Campt
style reminding us of Sansknt Kavyas Itis characterised by
many a poetic embellishment It 1s assigned to ¢, 1195 There
1s also the Vardhamina carite in 12 cantos, written in the
popular Samgatya metre It was composed by Padmakaviin
A D 1528

(ta) MAHAVIRA IN TRIPITAKA AND
PALI LITERATURE

There 1s no specific mention of Buddha 1n any Jaina canoni-
cal texts Butin the Tripitaka of Buddhists there are many
references to Mahivira and his preachings under the name
Nigamtha Nataputta ( Nirgrantha Jfiatrputra ), This has been
noted nearly a century back when the Buddhist and Jama
canonical texts were brought to hght by the Pali Text Society,
London, and the Sacred Books of the East Sertes When
Dr H Jacob: translated mto Enghsh the Acaranga, Kalpa-
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satra, Uttaradhyayana and Satphrttiga (S. B. E 22 & 45), 1n
the Introductions of these two volumes he drew the atiention
of scholars to those contexts of the Pah hterature in which
Nigamtha Nrtaputta was mentioned Later, such conteats
were more exhaustively studied, and lately, Mumi Nagarfj has
collected some such 42 Pxli passages, short and long, n his
Agama aura Tnpijaka eka anuétlana ( Calcutta 1969 ). From
these 1t 1s clearly proved that both these great men (Mahfvira
and Buddha) were contemperancs, that Mahfivira was the
sentor of the two, and that he attained Nirvana carlier than
Buddha After a good deal of cnitical scrutiny it 1s proved that
the date of the Nirviga of Mahzavira 1s 527 B. C

The authorities of the Bhiiratiya Jiiinapi{ha could not have
thought of a better choice than the late lamented Dr Hiralal
Jain to compile a biography of Mahfvira from the Apabhraméa
sources With due deference to other scholars who have
enriched Apabhrméa studies, 1t can be said without exaggera-
tion that what Dr Hiralal has done for Apabhrarhéa studies is
amque and of abiding value If anything else matches hus
services to the cause of Apabhraméa studies, 1t 1s his own work
on the edition of Dhavald, in Sixteen Volumes, whichisa
remarkable testimony to his deep understanding of Jaina
Siddhanta, to his self-less dedication to a cause, and to his
steady and sustamned labours He brought to light a nch
treasure of Apabhraméa hterature n  his account of the
Karanja Bhandiras (Catalogue of Sanskrit and Prakrit Mss
i the Central Provinces and Berar by R B Hiralal, Nagpur
1926). This inaugurated a fresh epoch in Apabhrarméa Studies

On the one hand, Dr Hiralal occupied himself with the
review of discoveries in Apabhraméa literature and acquainted
scholars with them by his contributions to Journals in English
and Hind1 ( Apabhraméa Laterature, Allahabad Umiversity
Journal, Vol I, pp 157-88, Allahabad 1925 Some Recent
Finds 1n Apabhrarhéa Literature, Nagpur University Journal,
No 8, pp. 81-92, Nagpur 1942 Apabhraméa Bhasgi aura
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Sahitya, Nagari Pracinpt Patriks, Vol 50, Nos. 3-11, pp
100-121, Varanas: 1945)

On the other hand, he did his best for the publication of
Apabhraméa works, involving 1in this great undertaking
elderly scholars like the late Pt. Nathuram Premu and Dr.,
P L Vaidya Pugpadanta was known as an outstanding author
1 Apabbraméa; and his works, by virtue of their language and
poetic merits, naturally deserved first attention Dr. P L,
Vaidya brought out an edition of the Jasaharacarwy with
Introduction etc, 1n 1931 this edition set a format for most
of the Apabhram$a texts in India, Dr Hiralal edited the
Nayakumsizracariu, with an exhaustive Introduction containing
an analysis of the language etc., m 1932, and thanks to the
enterprising spirit of the late Pt Premiji, there was published
in the Manpikachadra D J. Granthamali, the monumental
edition of the Mahapurapu, so ably edited by Dr P L Vaidya,
1n three volumes, Bombay 1937-41

Despite various preoccupations 1n his long career, now then,
asa Teacher, Editor of the Dhavald, Warden of the Hostel,
Principal of a College, Director of an Institute, Research Guide,
a Professor with manifold duties of the University and General
Editor of some Granthamalss, Dr. Hiralal maintained s
perentiel interest i Apabhraméa to the last He editeda
number of Apabhraméa works for the first time, and he has to
his credit the following editions, with cnitical Introductions
and usually with a detailed’ Summary or translationin Hind1:
1) Savayadhammadohz, with Hindi Trans, Karanja 1932,
9) Nayakumaracariu, with Intro. ete ,Karanja 1932, improved
ond ed with full Hindi Translation, Jfiznpitha Prakafana,
Varanasi 1972, 3) Pahudadoha with Hindi Translation,
Karanja 1933, 4) Karakandacariu, wath Intro and Translation
1 Enghsh, Karanja 1932, Revised 2nd ed with the addition of
Hind1 Translation, Jfianapitha Prakaéana 1964, 5) Mayapa-
pardjayacarmi, with Hindi Trans. Jfiznapitha Prakasana,
Varanas: 1962, 6) Sugandhadafami-kaths, as above, Varanast

1966, 7) Kahakosu of Sricandra, with detailed analysisin
Hindi, Praknt Text Society, Varanasi 1969; 8) Sudams=agpa-
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cariu of Nayanandi, with translation in Hindi, Vaishal 1970,
9) Jasaharacariu, Revised ed with Hindi translation etc,
Jianapitha Prakasana, Varanasi 1972 10) Virajimimdacaru
1s bemg presented here

It was at my request that he edited the Kahakosu from a
single Ms and thus saved 1t from oblivion In spite of
indifferent health, he completed, so kindly yielding to my
pressure, the edition of the Jasaharacariu along with the Hindi
translation to the great satisfaction of 1ts first editor, Dr P L
Vaidya.

The way 1n which this Virajipimdacariu 1s compiled shows
Dr Hiralal’s mature grasp of Apabhramfa literature He had
a plan toadd some Notes at the end, but they were not
recetved by the Press Possibly his health did not permit him
to write them out His Introduction in Hind 1s a piece of solid
research He hived 1in Vaishal for five years as the First-Director
of the Vaishali Institute, and he had many occasions to move
about 1n the area once sanctified by the presence of Lord
Mahavira I remember, with what enthusiasm, he showed me,
some years back, the ahalya piece of land and the Memorial of
Mahavira Itis with a first-hand knowledge of the area that
he has presented various discussions and some of his conclu-
sions They deserve our highest consideration, because they
are set forth with necessary evidence, and above all with the
modesty of a mature scholar I have no doubt that his
researches will pave the way for a correct understanding of
Lord Mahavira and of the times when he lived

Both Dr. Hiralal and myself were working as General
Editors of the Martidevi Granthamils for a number of years
I hadinhim a cooperative colleague and a gemal friend . a
veritable Kalysapamitra Besides, 1t was my privilege to work
with ham on a number of literary projects Itis, at his sugges-
tion, that I have substantially incorporated his Hindi Intro-
duction in this General Editorial Iam sorry, he was not
spared to go through my General Editorial, as he generally
did and made suggestions In the Hindi Introduction I have

[¢] o
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added only a couple of paragraphs i the Sections of Biogra-
phies of Mahavira in Sanskrit and Kannada

We are grateful to the authonties of the Bharatiya
Jiianapitha, especially to 1its enlightened President Smt
Ramadev: Jain and to its benign Patron, Shrunan Sahu Shant:
Prasaday for arranging the publication of this work to mark
the 2500th Nirvapa Festival in honour of Lord Mah&avira, Qur
thanks are due to Shri Lakshmichandra Jamna who 1s enthu-
siastically implementing the scheme of publications under-

taken by the Jfiinapitha

Manasa Gangotr:
Mjysore-~6
October 2, 1973

A N Upadhye
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