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SRINGARA.PRAKASA

PROLOGUE

Only m India could a work of this hind remamn unpublished for nearly
a thousand yewrs! Elsewbere writings are rushed to print before the ink 1s dry
on the paper!

Maharapy Bhop-Deva was an erudite and enhghtened sosereign of
Malava o Central India over 9 centuries ago He wrote numerous worhs 1
Sanshnt and has enjoyed almost mythical fame a» & patron of men of letters
His “ Champu-Ramayana’ 1s one of the wost melhfinous works in Sanskrit
Iterature  His two * Saraswati-Kanthabharanas’, on Grammar and on
Poetics, righ him among the great mwasters of the science of Gramwnar and the
science of Poetics

Incidentally 1t may be observed that Sanshrit is the only langusge
the world, 1o which the science of Poetics has becn developed with mneros-
copic perfection  The reason 1s perhaps that Sanskrit 1s the oldest, the longest,
and the greatest of world Iiteratures, presenting % vast und variegated expinse
for the literary star-gazer

In that realm of hterary science Bhoj-Deva has reached farther than
any other thinker of apcient or wmodern times  Having dwelt over the subject
1n *Saraswati-hanthabharana’ according to the accepted canons, be felt 1
pelled to the convicion that, of all the rasas, Shringara, or Love, was the
pre-eminent rasa contributive to literary excellence The late Mabnmabopa
dhyaya Profescor 8 Kuppuswamy Sastniar of Madras observes,—

¢ Sningara-Prakasa 1s « hitherto unpublished work on Alanhara of an
encyclopediec charcter  In this mammoth work King Bhoja endeavours to
bring under hterature and literary appreciation everything of 1mportanze 1p
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FOREWORD

It should be superfluous on the part of any student of Sanshrit
to comment on Maharaja Bhoja Deva, who was one of the most
celebrated patrons of art that human history has witnessed, and
whose marvellous gifts of compression, verbal felictty, and depth
of meaning have been 1llustrated 12 s Champy Ramayana
which 15 one of the ‘“musts” for all Sanskrit students

s

He was also celebrated 1n the domains of grammar and rhetoric

In the ¢ Shringira Prakasha”, the aim of Bhoja Raja has
been comprebensive  His deseriptions and analysis of the elements
of poetics are original, and he takes the line that Shringara Rasa
1s the substratum of all Jiterary beauby

But his conception of Shringara 1s pot that of love as under-
stood i Western Poetry, but 1s tially tr dental 1n
character

Shringara Prakasha 1s 1n essence an encyclopaedia of Indian
thought and Indian location

It 1s the good fortune of India that the manuscript of this
great work was discovered 1n 1920, and the Indian world of
Itterature owes a deep debt to Sr: Yathirajs Swamm of Melkote for
baving brought the book to hght

Mr Josyer has continued and 1s endeavouring to complete
the work done by Yathwrajga Swami, and scholarly India will
welcome this great contmbution to the appreciation of both
Iiterature and the science of erndite and loving criticism

Truly, as Mr Josyer has stated, this 1s Bhoja Raja’s magnum
opus, and 1t 1s hoped that the entire wanusecript will pe adequately
edited apd published

BANARAS C P RAMASWAMY IYER,
28-11-1955 KCIE,LLD

Vice Chancellor,
BANARAS HINDU UNJVERSITY,
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Working on the manuscript in Madras, mn the 30s, Dr V Raghavan
brought out 1n Enghish an elaborate survey of the work as compared with other
leading Sanshrit works on Poetics  In his words, “ Bho)a’s Shringara-Prahasa
m 36 chapters, ranning to 1908 pages 1o foolscap size 1n manuscript, 15 one of
the iggest works 1n Sanshut literature, and the biggest in the whole fleld of
Alankara Shastra Besides Bhoja s contribution to Sanshrit Poetics, a thousand
things of 1nterest with reference to almost all branches of Sanshrit learning he
scattered 1n the 1903 pages of thns magnum opus of hing Bhoja ”

But the publication of the original was nob yet to be for over 2 decades
H H Srt Yatirajas Swamy strove vainly to get i1t published by the Mysore or
the Madras University He passed away in 1943 at the ripe age of 84, and
Sanshrit lost one of 1ts most diligent and devoted votaries His literary legatee,
Sri A Srnivasiengar, brought the manuscript to us, and by God's grace and
some a1d that the Government of Mysore under the Ministry of 81 K C Reddy
was kind enough to gran$, we are now presenting to the world the first volume
consisting of exgbt chapters from the com t, which are some of the

longest 1n the remarkable work

While H H The late Yatiraja Swamy had done a great deal in the way
of edibing the work and prepating tt for the press, in the absence of his hvng
presence, I have been greatly assisted by reputed Sanshritists, Mahavidwan
S Venkatacharyar and Vidwan N Venbataparasimbacharyar, both Professors
of the \Iabarajs s Sansknt College, Avsore, and S G S Josyer, M A, 1n the
work of editing and publication

The International Academy of Sanshnt Research 1s happy to discharge
the debt which the Nation has owed to Maharaja Bhopadeva, as well as to place
before the Nation what 15 an outstanding work 1n Sanskut Poeties and Iiterary
criticism, and lso an 1nvaluable collection of hterary and artistic gems 1n the
vast field of Sanshnt and Praknt hiterabures prior to 1040 A D
12-12-58

MYSORE G. R. JOSYER
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PROLOGUE

Only m India could a work of this hind remamn unpublished for nearly
a thousand yewrs' Elsewhere writings are rushed to print before the ink 1s dry
on the paper!

Maharajy Bhop-Devs was an erudite and enhghtened sosereign of
Mailava mn Central India over 9 centuries ago He wrote numerous works 1m
Sansknt, and has enjoyed almost wmythical fame a» a patron of men of letters
His “ Champu-Ramayana ™ 1s one of the most melhfinous works in Sanshrib
hterature  Ths two “ Saraswat-Kanthabharanas™, oo Gramomr and on
Poetics, rank him among the great wasters of the science of Gramwar and the
science of Poetics

Incidentally 1t may be observed that Sanshrit iy the only language 1o
the world, 1o which the science of Poetics has been developed with rmoros-
copic perfection  The reason 1s perhaps that Sanskrit 1s the oldest, the longest,
and the greatest of world hiteratures, presenting » vast und varnegated expansc
for the literary star-gazer

In that realm of hterary science Bhoj-Deva has reached farther than
any other thinker of ancient or wmodern times  Having dwelt over the subject
1n “Saraswati-Kanthabbarana’ according to the accepted canons, he felt nu-
pelled to the conviction that, of all the rasas, Shringara, or Love, was the
pre-eminent rasa contributive to Iiterary excellence The late Mabnnabopa-
dhyaya Professor 8 Kuppuswamy Sastnar of Madras observes,—

¢ Sningara~-Prabasa1s » hitherto unpubhished work on Alankars of 2z
encyclopadic chareter  In this mammoth work King Bhoja endeavours to
bring under hiterature and literary appreciation everything of 1mportanze n
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Indian thought as embodied 1n Sanshrit writings, both Shastrare and non-
Shastrate, and the method which Bhoja's massive mind adopts for this purpose
15 eclecticistn of an all comprehending type”

L he manuscript came to hight only about 1920 in the enlightened land
of Malabar, when the Oneutal Manusenpts Ltbrary, Madras, procured s
transcript of an unperfect manuscript discovered there

His Holiness Srt Yatiraja Swamy of Melkote, in Mysore State, also
came across o fragment, and pursumng his search came mto possession of
another copy of the same kind  He spent years in perlecting 1t, and about
1924 brought out 3 of 1ts 36 Pralasas or chapters, 22, 23, and 24, 1n a sawple
edition

It created a stir 1n the literary world Drudite Dr Ganganath Jha of
the Allababad Umversity, went lyrical over 1t, and wrote,—

{ gERAlY FEARGTE qmite afalvaoe o
AT T WREITEAA@TANGAAT AAGT 0

St kv P Jayaswal, Junst and Sanskritist of Patna, wrote,~—*1 thank
His Holiness L he Yatiraja  Even the whole of India sbould thank him for
publishing the LHNTRITA 1 request that the pubhication of the full work

should be expedited  Lhe first and most beautiful verse * ARBANTH* 14 Gited
n Selatye Ratnalara of Dharmasurt I feel proud that there are amongst
my country-men such good wrnters as Yatiraja bas shown bhimself to be by s
tntroductton

Dr F O Schrader of Kiel, Germany, wrote, ° Arcept my smeerc
thanhs for your valuable gift  Glancing over Shringare Prakasa 1 find that
this 1s 1o spite of «ll defects o very useful publication which will be helpful
for the textual eriticism of the classical kavyas and dramas as well as on
‘many otker occasions’



Working on the manuscript m Madras, 1 the 80's, Dr V Raghavan
brought out 1n Enghsh an elaborate survey of the work as compared with other
lezding Sanshrit works on Poetics  In his words, * Bhoja’s Shringara-Prabasa
m 36 chapters, running to 1908 pages 1n foolscap size 1n manuscript, 1s one of
the biggest works 1n Sanshrit hiterature, and the biggest m the whole field of
Alaphara Shastra Besides Bhoja's contribution to Sanshrt Poetics, a thousand
things of 1nterest with reference to almost all branches of Sanshrit learning he

scattered 1n the 1908 pages of thns magnnm opus of hing Bhoja "

But the publication of the original was nob yet to be for over 2 decades

H H Su Yatiraja Swamy strove vainly to get 1t published by the Mysore or
the Madras University He passed away in 1943 ab the ripe age of 54, and
Sanshrit lost one of 1ts most diligent and devoted votarres His literary legatee,
Sr1 A Srimivasiengar, brought the manuscript to us, and by God’s grace and
some aid that the Government of Mysore under the Mintstry of Sr1 K C Reddy
was hind enough to grant, we are now presenting to the world the first volume
consisting of eight chapters from the commencentent, which are some of the
longest 1n the remarhable work

While H H The late Yatiraja Swamy had done a grea$ deal in the way
of editing the worl. and preparing 1t for the press, 1n the absence of his hiving
presence, I have been greatly assisted by reputed Sanskritists, Mahavidwan
S Venbatacharyar and Vidwan N Venkatanarasimhacharyar, both Professors
of the Maharaja's Sansknt College, Mysore, and $n G S Josyer, M A, 1n the
work of editing and publication

The Internstionsl Academy of Sanshrit Research 1s happy to discharge
the debt which the Xation has owed to Mabaraja Bhojadeva, as well as to place
before the Nation what 15 an outstanding work 1n Sanskutt Poeties and Itterary
criticism, and also an 1nvaluable collection of hterary and artistic gems 1n the
vast field of Snsknt and Praknt hteratures prior to 1040 A D
12-12-55

AMISORE G. R. JOSYER
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