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FOREWORD

In the world of Sansknt letters today, there 1s
perhaps no other simgle writer who can be regarded as
a model literary enitic and hustorsan The Natyagastit-
yanusandhinam dealing with Sanskrst dramatic theory
and practice is indeed umque 10 several respects and
adds new dimensions to the understanding of Sansknit
drama as well as dramatic crticsm  Professor Ramjt
Upadhiyaya wields Sansknit with such ease and grace
that the reado cannot put st down untd he completes
the last page

At a ttme when Indological research has devesvped
lopadedly i English, degenerating at times to = mere
display of wild speculations on chronology and, at
other times, meticulous compilations of theorctical
detuls without any reference to actunl hterary trends,
Prof Ramp Upalhywya has striven hard to strike
out a new procedure for himself, and, I have no doubt
that his duscerning and slluminating efforts to bring the
modern perspective to bear on our classical dramatic
works, with copious and telling snstances at every
step, will be hailed by every student of Iiterature as 2
substantinll as well as much needed contribution to
Sanshnit studies
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1 need mention here a few of the problems high-
lighted 1n a proper focus for the first tme
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Are Bharata’s sondiis velevant for our study of
Sansknt drama today > What exactly 1s their real
nature ?

Ts there such structural upity 10 plots of Sanshrit

dramas that nothing can occur which 15 net
hinted or foreshadowed ?

What 1s the precne allocation given to rangasirsa,
rangapitha ctc on the Indian stage ?

Can we narrow down the exact significance of
pravelakas and prskambhakas ?

Where do paroaranga and sthapand begn and
end ?

What 1s theirrole vis awvis nandi, prastavang etc ?
How does a subplot highlight the mam plot ?
Can one distngmsh clearly between, apparently
abike, stage directions hke svagata, janiniika,
apavarya etc ?

What are the umque techniques underlying
characterization of heroes ete ?

How does Nature play a conspfcuous role m

Sansknt drama, not only as a setting but also as
2 force 1n shaping the Ines of characters ?

What 1s the mportance of tme analysis of
plays
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12 'What 1deas are symbolized 1n soliloquies and the
objects apostrophised ?

13 How many layers can be noticed mn the gamut of
humour, dramatic rony, dialogue etc ?

14 What are the distnct roles played by the
different persons that form the eatourage of
the hero ?

15 The sigmficance of the element of dramatic
suspense 1n plot s noticed mn plays and the de-
vice of depicting characters as foils—how the
modern perspective 15 thus foreshadowed in the
ancient plays of classical masters ?

These are only a few of the problems refreshingly
rawised for the first tme and Mluminatgly solved by
select examples from the best Sansknt plays, with a
muumum reference to the rules of rhetoricians It
thus supplies a real need and we are sure 1t will receive
the warm welcome 1t deserves from the Sansknt scho-
larly world as his widely read literary histories 1
have no hesitatson 1n congratalating Prof Upadhyaya
for the new honzon of research which he has developed
It will serve alike as a gumde for classroom teachig
and research Fullness should surely end up in weight-
ness and glory as the poet said  parnatd gaurevira

I thank Prof Ramji Upadhyaya for gwing mc
the privilege of a preview of this great contribution to
Sansknit lterary entiasm,

K. Krishnamoorthy
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fluences the culuvation of the people, European
Theones of Drama, p 334,
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Great comedy and great wagedy are valuable not because
they are entertainment but because they re-onentate our atti~
tude to hfe and to ourcelves In doing so they gne a joy
which few things can give. —Aryan Path, March, 1857,
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3 ZdAsfe—On the other hand, for centuries erytics had
fallowed ersties 1n echeing the judgment that delight and
instruction were twin aims of the dramanst A certan
pracucal putpose 18 implied 1n Anstetle’s famous purga-
tion theory, —A Nicoll, The Theory of Drama P, €9.

4. Intragedy the ennobling or punfication of manpers s
the end tawards which all effort 1s dircted  Ia 1t there
are verses instructive, pleawing and moving that they
tend to purge of passion the muad of the hearer

—ZEuropean Theery of Drama, P, 58
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1. That a playwnght, 1f he 15 to be successful, may never
forget the spectators before whom his work 1s to be
petformed The dramatist must always bear in mind the
audience before whom he is to preseat his worl This
dependence of the poeton the public necessanly leads
towards the confusion of diverse forces The temporary
and the topsea) will mungle 1o s work swieh the
permanent and the eternal

A, Nicoll The Theory of Drama, P, 63,
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acuon of a scene reported on the stage, or 1t suggested
the pasmen underlying the emotronal ouwibursts of an
actor Mullet 1 The Art of the Drama, P, 30,
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1. Four Xinds of prologue-—
(1) Laudatery passage—wherein the author or the
story s praised
(2) One wherein tho opponent 1s crushed or the audi
ence thanked
(3) Ono telling tha plot of the play
{4) Ono componte-—containing all tho first three,
Prefare—Where an  gccount of the plot 11 given
European Theories of the Urama P 44,
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¥ WAEA wrd. (Humorous Play) aegaed wggand, fasfaa 1
TOEIYAG | FEsy N1 galr wogmle adey
3 Faefag

Y fadirafr grosdaAemmatenfe ( Bographical Dramas)
% ey gefeats afa 1 grghoegisfy sranreradt-
anl-mzaengemr a‘)aaamamamr sBara 8l

el {Ad-andad ateen guestmay AfaEg t
Sobel * The Theatre Handbook P 601
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UFLGET-AFANET I 8% §o gTEY Phastasm
arad Aved fwea efeag gevcdl Fad 1 A WA sl
t%ue £o gaw? Phidre Ak Ay sifeged aesgs
ferefa 1 sgezed Phulaster 3143 ard sravitcafang-srmyg
©F 9 9 GYIORT T1aT, gonmafy 1 Pizarro AwF Ak
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argfanii wreafe 37 qear faad) frale wieg Tagmit
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Indeed when I go ta a theatre, 1 feel as though I were
spending a few hours with my ancestors, who concerved
Life as something  that was prnimitive, and and brutal,
but this conception of theirs scarcely even lingers in my
memory; and surely it 1s not one that I can share I am
shown a deceived husband killg lus wife, woman
poueniog her lover, a son avenging hus father, a father
slaughtering his children, children putting their father
to death, d kings, hed vergins, d
ctizens—in a word, all the sublimity of tradition, but
alas, how tuperficral and material 1 Blood, surface tear,
and death | What can I learn from creatures who have

but one fixed 1dea, and who have no time to lne, for
that there 14 2 nval, or a mustress whom it behoves them
o put to death  “The Tragical 1n Daily Life’” in the
“Treasure of the Humble translated by Alfred Sutre,
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Nearly all socient trgedies have the same subject and
that the same plots are treated by Aeschylus, Sophocles and
Eunpides ®

¢
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1 Ke<pectable ladies would not come on the roads FPer-
haps thu eonflice helps to ecplain the fact that most of
the female characters 1n Dew Greek and Roman Come-
dies are women of rather bad reputanion Millett 3 The
Art of The Drama, P, 231

R, wfzafam? L.eefre

3. European Theones of Drama, P 120



i | [ ovxe

‘et g AR R —

(4} @hT mgEe @l

R} Fawer gz s Sgimfudsia @
1 orfin, o g, DT RGR aay S
firm awad o

(%) i DA ARATS IRl W

o Tl saswrman soromed] 1° g @ A
Ffafmaer fedrfeaT TR Fal giod w1

T HHT arArRdY garaeg Anadid saxh | wmeen
fﬁﬂlﬁﬁmﬁmwm&mﬂ'ﬁﬁm’fm o el 1 o
i ' ot |
st war dxadian . Sefkmnat meer @
A MR w1 paraet wemer S mfvdd wA
Y witg oxferrag gom W AMgomT SHew
TR faem a1 A sl afmmamgdaRE-
afwfig vt we sk sdomarTewie e
sfeaty, aerort 3@t | AR afafeme fige T
TR ERAT g | AT gty QRfeTer FuT o
aree wafa )

1 Europsan Theones of the Drama, P, 94
‘sfafamn’ gReiafet Az Aoy ey aeed Sy
s A | & fg—1t can be seen then by thn that
the ancients and the most cxcellent masters of the profes
suon have not always abserved that rule { wfiafierun )
which our entics desiro to make us 50 religiously observe
at the present time, Thad P, 120

R R sfwaq~Trgedy endeavours to kezp at far as
posibla within a aingle ciscunt of tha sun, or something
neat that,
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{ Acts, Scenes ) ggAvEtSHT 13 SIFTET WAYTAIST, afewad—

An act 1s only the representation of such a part of hustness

of the play as proceeds 1n an unbroken tenor or without
any mntermediate pause ¥ .
aaifs o TITEEl g awadd  owfews g
1 sEmEeda o sedler Ryl 1
wSedtsg @R g qunfa argaawed o ate are ¢ 1Y
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{8ecnes) Fawetearaq 1 afagisgrnyg Acts ged faaras
MR
¥ European Theories of the Drara P. 234,
5 afefamrmgarte smfaerdsnfad G

Act I—Prinaipal poats of the story are raade clear,
Act Xi—Complications anise

Act II—Trouble deepens

Act IV-—Matters look desperate

Att Ve~Knot Joosed

a
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2 Nodrama can be praseworthy which has not two
actlons, that 13 two plots, though ome 13 principal and
the other 12 accessory - Buropean Theories of the Drama
P 64,

3 The cardmnal part cf drama 1s the conflict  All drama
ultimately anses out of conflict, In tragedy the “puy™
and "terror’ 133ues out of conflict In comedy the essence
of the laughable 13 derived from the same source
Struggle between two physical forces { which may be
characten), or between two muinds, or between a persan
and a force teyond that person s to be found in the
drama of avcient Greece

Then there 12 :nward confiier going on within the
mind of the hero, conflict of emotion with emouon, of
thought with thought etc.
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It cannot ba said how far the ancient Indian plays
“were performed 1n specially constructed theatres It may be
posuble that only kings and very wealthy pecple owned
d di o the Naty while

play houses
~dramatic spectacles meant for the common people were held
1n the open halls, called Natamaundira 1n front of temples,
orin a temporanly devised theatra under the cover of a
-canopy, as 1 the casc of the modern Bengal: Yatras which
seem to have unmistakable resemblance and connection
with the .ancent Indian Natya descmbed 1n the Natya-
sastra,}

The Natyas'astra \ Iotroduction P LI
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1. FEESENY AR ganfmiee seasdiisatsis e
TATEY A 1

R A atage free from any sceneiy or properties, Sobel
Theatre Handbook P, 75
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a1 ¥l 0 2 71 JEIE gnEmary e -
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2, aar AU gEFT (LR4—YUS o o) WA TAR AN
W 1§ to ARETAT ufaardly 1 sanataier @dly, acra~
frmra=v 1 aen Aenfy oifpaf anfreafr 9 fGsafat
T Y- oy o e gka Bargfar oo Areerat wafaar
TP GIARENT g7 T g ( ¥y —vot fo g0 ),
BTy qiferau-sgtat Fredey afeaws o
2, During Ehizabethan times poets, creators of beauty, were
vialenit wen Jhonson killed 24 man in 2 duel, Marlewe
was stabbed Sidgey was killed in a battle, Millett 1
The Art of the Drama P, 43
1 ATy avavafcars gagar 4 fafaar 1 afaay graer-
Farorha famd agadneriey aimesid e 0 w0
4. #u1 fa¥eagiey) aviafa The messengers speeches are frequ-
ently the most purple patches fn cven a distmguished
play The Art of the Drama, P 225
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In the 17th century actors in Germany were vagabonds,
Toamers, Jugglers, quacks, musiciany and acrobats,

Active opp: by London ities to the Theatn-
~al acivities caused many playhouse-managers to move to
Bank ude, which was beyond the jun<diction of the city *
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1 Comedy deals wath men of humble station and tragedy
deals with theadveraity of a disunguuhed man  Comedy
begins with adverse circumstances and has happy ter—

I m pl g and
happenings Whereax tragedy 1s lofty and sublime,
comedy 1t hurableand mild Ewiopean Theories of Lirama.
P 45, Tragedy s charactersed by homble events,

_  umespective of it sad ending or happy endimg Ibid P, 62

2 The relatively loose form of the English drama of the

offered a 1 to the drama-

tists to ly F
For ple, thed of national drinking habits
1n the fourth scene of Haralet strikes most readers as a
dull and unwarranted wtrunon It does not further the
plot, 1t does not advance the characténsation,

Mllet * The Art of the Drama p 224,
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The theory that the Indian drama had been influenced
by the clasucal Greck comedy has long been rejected. Now
we know that the begionings oF the Indian drama have to
be locked for 1n the ancient ballad poetry, mostly connected
with religious worship, Inso far the drama was certamnly
indigeaous 1n Indita, But the poet who antroduced the
drama mto literature, also umitated the popular performa-
noes of strolling players. Aand it 1s Just posuble, that among
these stralling players thern were also Greeks, who had
come to India 1o the tramn of Bactnan and other foreign
rulers in the North West of India It may ke urged agamnst
the Gresk influcnce, that the Indian drama as we Lnow, 1t

. has an eatirely national Indian character If there was any
Greek 1nfluence on the Indian drama 1t caa ooly have been.
a very superficial one ' !

Some Problems of Tadian hterature Fa 77-78
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gama% frqaeaaT TEACED HIOTNTEg The Revens
ger's Tragedy AT ALY FENFE] gaRaean s fawd
afum ofcara awfa TerpaRer qean derda ga g
oy gfr areaT e )

1. Wonld Drama t Epitrepontes ~
2 Soble The Theatre Hand bock P. 661 ]
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l It is a xpint of unfrersality that makes out every great

drama, no matter when or whers that drams was pro-
duced. A, Nicdll t Tha Theory of the Drama P, 100
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