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The GovernMENT of BiHAR established the Mithila
Itnstitute of Post-Graduate Studies & Research In Sanskrit
Learning at Darbhanga in 1951 with the object, Inter-alia,
to promote advanced studles and research in Sanskrit
learning, to bring together the traditional Pandits with
their profound learning and modern scholars with their
tehcnique of research and investigations, to publish
works of permanent value to scholars. This Institute is
one of the five others started by this Government as a
token of their homage to the tradition of learning and
scholarship for which ancient Bihar was noted. Apart
from the Mithila Institute, five others have been estab-
lished and have been doing useful work for the last few
years——the Nalanda Institute of Research and Post-
Graduate studies in Budhist learning and Palf at Nalanda,
the K, P, Jayaswal Research Institute at Patna, the Blhar
Rashtra Bhasa Parishad for Research and advanced studles
in Hindi at Patna, the Institute of Post-Graduate studies
and Research in Jaina and Prakrit learning at Vaishali and
the Institute of Post-Graduate studies and Research in
Arable and Parsian learning at Patna. In the establish-
ment of the Mithila Institute the State Government re-
ceived a generous donation from the Maharajadhiraja of
Darbhanga for construction of the building on a plot of
{and alse donated by him.

As part of this programme of rehabllitating and
re-orientation of anclent learning and scholarship, the
editing and publicatlon of this volume has been under-
taken with co-operation of Scholars in Bihar and outside.
The Government of Blhar hope 1o continue to sponsor
such Projects and trust that this humble service to the
world of scholarshlp and learning would bear fruit In the
fulness of time.
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FOREWORD

KALIDASA'S SAKUNTALAM Is ranked as a gem,
not only of Sanskrit Literature, but of world Literature.
The drama is studied in the whole world in the original
Sanskrit and translated in almost all the languages of the
world, There are several recensions of the Play preva-
lent in different parts of India, such as Kashmir, Bengal,
Mithtla, Western India and South India. A critical edition,
based on all avaifable versions in all scripts, is stili a
desideratum, and the world is anxiously waiting for the
long-promised edition by Dr. S. K. Belvalkar, now spon-
sored by Sahitya Academi, Delhi. In the meanwhile,
{ am publishing this Majthili recension to help the prepa-
ration of the final critical edition. The manuscripts In
this script are also fast disappearing, and those that exist,
are not easlly available even to scholars of Michila.
Even in Mitchila, Raghavabhatfas’ recension of Western
India {Nasik) is studied to the utter neglect of Its own
recension. | am, therefore, very grateful to the Maharaja-
dhiraja of Darbhanga to have allowed Pandit Ramanath
Jha to use the manuscripts from his Library, and to Pandit
Ramanath Jha to have successfully brought out the edi-
tion and allowed me to include It as a publication of the

Mithila Institute,

DARBHANGA

MITHILA INSTITUTE
Ist September 1957



INTRODUGTION

This new edition of Abhijfiina—Sakuntalam, with-
two Commentaries, both by Maithila Scholars and unpub-
lished heretofore, has been undertaken with the sole
purpose of presenting to all lovers of Sanskrit literature
the version of this immortal drama of Kalidasa as preva-
lent in Mithila till about the middle of the 17th Century,
but which wis almost supplanted by the version com-
mented upon by Raghava Bhatta and which has now
been forgotten even In Mithila. It has taken me about
12 years to bring it out, and, therefore, It has a history
behind it. Before, therefore, | describe the materials on
which it is based and some of Its chief peculiarities,
| crave the Indulgence of the scholars for giving a purely
personal account of the origin and progress of this
edition,

It was In 1945, when old Mss. of Mithila were
acquired very liberally for the Darbhanga Raj Library,
that my friend and neighbour the late Pandit Kashinath
Jha brought a bundle of old palm-leaf Mss. from the
village of Kollakha to offer for sale to the Darbhanga Raj
Library. Among the many manuscripts that were there
In the bundle, there was one which attracted me by Its
fine calligraphy., It was a copy of the Abhljiiina-
Sakuntalam which was complete except for the first leaf
which was missing. The manuscript was purchased,

On closer scrutiny, however, it was found to differ
materlally from the drama which we had read as Abhi.
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jiana-Sakuntalam and which was commented upon by
Raghava Bhatta. On pursuing the matter further, |
found that of all the published editions of the work,
1t was Pischel’s edition of the. Bengall Recension which

this manuscript followéd,t But It: difféted quite frequently

from Pischel's text also. _This led me to suppose that

llke‘ so ma‘ny otHer recenslons of this’ w°rk, there was a,

i 3t £his manuscript’ repf’e-
sefited thie Matchil rei:é‘ﬁslon et
I wis S the” fook-out for more manuscrlpts pfche“
work for thd purpose SF collatidh when* r found” €6 5'ofd
palm-feaf MsS! of the work noticed’ 14 the Catalogue of
Mithila Mss.. both! ify the” pcssession “of Pandn: §|Vcsvara
Jha of Lalagafija ofiniy nefghbour'hoocf Hé' wis 2 most”
enlightened Padit; ahd when ! Weht o firm:- Fe n?é's*t‘
gladly made 6vér &ne " mindscript & mé, and promised’ to!
glve miethe othet 65 when [ hid doné wit*ﬁ t?re‘f‘rst
| gollated the tekt of thé” RH[ Libraiy midmtscript WIEH
this one. very carefully; and Wwhefi wentdo Him' €5'
return’ this manuscript and tike ché secéndy [ wa¥ sorfy*
to find the Pandit very seriously ill and soon aficr he™
expired; HIs' sons-ate ‘people of andther sort, ahd all
my efforts sfin¢e then have failed fo-persuade them to
glve me the second manuscript for the purpose of colla<
tion. When this book was' bélng' printed and ft'wis’!
c?nsldered desirable to Invert thé photographié copy-of -
one page of this‘manuscript also in the text, these genties
men did not condescend to let-me have the-manuseript *
even photographed though this manuscript was carefully
coliated with the Rij Library manuscript years ago.

. Of tho two manuscripts in‘the possession of the late
Pamllr. Slvcsvara }h3; .the one he made over to me, and
with which this work has been collated is undated. The




xill
other manuscript which is dated the year 469 of the
Laksmana Sen era has not been avallable to me, | was,
however, surpnsed to find that inspite of dlvergences
which are all minor, the readings of the two Mss. were
almost allke. All these divergences have been faithfully,
given in the foot-notes here from which it wiil
noticed that they are seldom material. This confirméd’
me in my view that this was, indeed, the version of thlS\
drama which had been prevalent in Mithila, and whlch‘
therefore, can very well be called the Maithili Recenslon
of the work. “
While 1 was still trying to procure the seconc{
Lalagafija manuscript, my attention was drawn to a com'-
mentary of this drama by a Maithil Scholar, Sankara, the
manuscript of which was in the Bodleian Library at
Oxford. In fact, it was Pischel’s editlon of the Bengall
Recension published by Trubner and Co. in 1877 which
makes a mention of this commentary on page Vill of its
intraduction and states that this Is not 2 commentary of
the Bengali Recension. [t is'a manuseript No. 2548,
called Wilsan 40, noticed by Aufrecht in his Cat. Cod.
Oxon. Here, In the Introductory verses, the author
gives the name of his family as Banitasa, which, [ saw at
once, was a mistake for Baliasa which is one of the most
respectable among the familles of Maithil Brihmanas,
Through the assistance of my esteemed friend, Dr. Subha-
dra fhi of Banaras Sanskrit College Sarasvati Bhavana, [
got for the Ra] Library, a micro-film copy of this com-
mentary, When the Mithlls Research Instltute at
Darbhanga got a projector to read the microfilm, | made
out a transcript of this commentary and | was delighted
to find that though towards the end this commentary
supported the readings of Pischei’s edition, it was for the
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ﬁrst five Acts or so faithfully adhering to the text as
greserved in the palm-leaf Mss. in Maithil script.

This manuscript is, however, so full of mistakes that
(o some time | was feellng hopeless of being able to
readable presentanon of-this. It was only fast
year, however, that my esteemed friend, the late Prof.
Dlneshachandra Bhattacharyya of Calcutta, brought te
notlce the existence of another manuscript of this
c mmentary in the Vldyas.mgara collection of the Vanglya
Sahltya Parlsad of Calcutta. and it was through his kind-
fiess that this manuscrlpl: could be available to me.
This Vidyisagar manuscript Is no better than the
Bodletan “manuscript tn correctness, but with the help of
these two Mss. 1 have been able to make out a readable
version of the’ commentary which is presented here, |
am, however, very sorry that my friend, Prof. Bhatta-
charyya, is no longer in the land of the living and he
éggld not see this work published. But | cannot express
adequately my sense of deep gratitude forall that he
g{qi_o encourage me and help me to go on with my
plan which today Is going to see the light of day.

In the meantime there was procured for the Raj
lerary another old palm-leaf Ms., almost complete, which
Is a short commentary on this work by another Maithil
scholar, Narahari, belonging to another respectable
family of the Malthil Brahmana called Mandara, who was
a courtler of the Olnabara King Bhairava Singha of
Mithila. This Commentary also follows the readings of
our text quite faithfully, and in cases of divergence In
;he readings of the two Mss. of the text, whereas
Sai\karas commentary leans towards the Koilakha man-
uscrlpt. Naraharl’s commentary does to the Lilagaiifa
‘manuscript,
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Before going to the Press, [ was happy to consult
very minutely two more Maithild "Mss. of the drama,
both in the possession of my friend and colieague,” Prof.
Upendra Jha of C. M. College, Darbhanga.” Both of them
are paper Mss. in Maithh charac:ers. One of them is
dated 'Saka year 1785 and written in many hands, is com-

leteun 6} folios “with Sanskrlt equivalents of Prakrit
passages The other which is undated Is camplete In 65
folios” and appears almost of the same agé, if not still
fater. Both these modern Mss., written about one
hundred years ago, are faithful reproductions of the text
as commented upon by.Raghava Bhatta. Even the name
of the play in both these Mss.is Abhijfiana-Sakuntalam
and not Abhijiidna-Sakuntalam as the play has been
cafled in all the old Mss. This has confirmed me in my
view that there was a traditional yersion of the play
prevalent in Mithila, which was totally superseded by the
western version during the period of-our decadence
during the {9th century.

I am going presen:ly to describe the peculiaritles
of the Maithnl version of the drama, and the’ spedal
features of each one of these Mss, both of the' Text and
the two commentarles, but this work is deslgned to
prove conclusively that though the version of the Abhl-
]nana-ﬁakuntalam presented here resembles the Bengali
‘Recension to a very great extent, there are divergences
‘oticeable uniformly In all these Mss. to posit that there
was a recension of the drama prevalent in Mithlla which
-has died out, but which, 1 feel, should be brought to the
notice of all the students of Kalidasa. This Is the only
reason, the sole reason, of my undertaking the work;
and if | have succeeded even partially to do this. lshall
deam my laboyr amply rewarded.
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The text of this edition of the Abhijiina-Sakunt-
2lam has, thus, been based upon two manuscripts. '
(1) The Darbhangs Ra) Library Ms., herein called
A, which was procured from the village of Koilakha in
the district of Darbhanga where it was copied on the Sth
day of the dark half of the month of Chaitra which was
a Friday In the L. Sam. year 558 by one Krspadeva of
the family Baherarhl which isa well-known family of
Maltht! Brahmanas. Koilakha has been famous throughout
Mithila for fts fine style of cailigraphy and the most
important thing about this Ms. Is its very fine writing.
{t was, thus, written by a Pandita and not by a professio-
nal scribe, and therefore, it Is quite free from the
errors of a scribe, Oaly herc and there we come across
confusion regarding the right use of the three $a’s and
such other minor orthographical inaccuracies as £t and
gt for w1 and 3% In verse 29 of the 7th Act. It is
complete In 55 follos but the first leaf Is missing. There
are five lines on each page with about 72 letters fn each
tine, It Is written quite intelligently and though It has
been revised and corrected by another hand, It Is no-
where obscure except where the textis left blank c. g, In
the 7ch Act, p. 143 {l. {5-17 where the text in blank after
°zift up to JRWE. Throughout the play, the word
Wga'lﬂﬁ’ has been used both In Sanskrlt and Pritkrit, and
the two disciples of Kanva arc named zng<¥ and Tt
The saddest thing about this manuseript Is the absence
of its first leaf and the manuscript Is Incomplete to that
extent.

{2) The second manuscipt of this work, which has
been called B hereln, was In the possession of the late
Pandit Sivesvara Jhi of the village Lhlagaiija In the districe
of Darbhange and is now In the possession of his sons.
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This 15 not dated, though 1t Is complete from the begin-

ring to the end, very correctly and very legibly written,
not by a scribe but, probably, by a Pandi- for himself.
Fram the style ,of writing and its general appearance it
seems ta have been copied earlier than the first manu-
script. The feaves are worn out at places and the ink is
fading fast so that ot many places the letters are effaced.
It has very carefufly been revised and many letters that
werg left out by mistake by the first scribe have been
added eicher ac the top or the bottom. This manuscﬁpt is
noticed in the 2nd volume of the Catalogue of Mithilx
Mss. as No. 6 of Drama Section, and is complete in 70
folics with 5 lines on each page and 72 letters in each
Itre, 13" by 2 in size. The most remarkable thing
about thizs Ms. Is the name of the dramatist, styled a
Misra, Misra Kjlidisa, which is given here at the end.

The divergences of reading between these two Mss.
have'all been carefully given in the foot-notes, and it
will appear that most of these divergences are mainly
with respect to stage-directions, terms of address, and
such other points that are not very material. In many
cases, the divergences are due to the differences in
reading which have beea made clear by the commentaries.
But the most glaring difference in the readings of the
two Mss. s the first verse of the 6th Act which is in
Pralirit. Here the text of the second Ms., B, tallies with
that of Pischel’s edition, but the two commentaries follow
the reading of che firsc Ms., A. This peculiarity of Ms. B.
is noticeable at other places also, namely, in cases of
divergence the readings of 8 follow generally the varsion
of Pischel’s, e. g, in the first speech of Raja after verse 25
of Act | (p. 19. iI. 6-7), the second sentence & g
is only in Ms. A & nctin Ms B, but it haz been retzined



because it .is commented -upor’ by both Saakera and
Na}ahari.h e
As.stated before, this Maithila version’of the drama
is very much akin to the Bengali Recension edited by
Pischel, and though the readings of Pischel have not been
shown in. the foot-notes, -the text of this edition has
been prepared with an eye on Pischel’s edition,
1n chaosing the readings for the'-text, a uniform
principle has been followed throughouty Wherever the
two Mss. of the text agree, it has been accepted even if
the commentaries do not follow it, and in such cases
attempts have beer made to give the reading of the
commentariesin the root-notes if both the' commentaries
agree. If, however, there is a divergence in the readings
of the two_(Mss., the one which is {ollowed by the com-
mentaries has been accepted, and the other shown in the
foot-nate., Where, however, the two .Mss. disagree in
thelr readings and it Is not ¢lear which of them is follow-
¢d, by. the commentaries, as .n the. Sanskrit passages
where many words are omitted.dn the commentaries, or
in the Prakrit passages where.only .the Sanskrit cqui-
valents are given without indicating what the exact
Prakrita forms have bean used, that reading has been
accepted which agrees with the reading «of Pischel's
edition. One evample will suffice to make this paint
clear. In the third foot of the ver.c 18 of the 3rd Act,
Ms.A has @z while B has giqg, and both the commen-
tarles have aqla as the Sanskrit.equivalent. without indi-
cating as to which of the two forms they follow, In this
case, therefore, the reading of Ms. B, namely zraz, has
been accepred because thatis the reading in Pischel's
edition  also. -But In the fourth foot of the next verse
19 of the 3rd Act, our Mss. read it while Pischel reads
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wfs, 2nHl thére Pischel has been ignored ‘and the'read--

ing 'ofih'e"M&s.‘, A & B, has ‘been accepted s the réadiné
of the' Man:h fa vers:on. specially " as In”this case’ this Is
foilowed'by ‘the two commentaries also. Very rareiy,’
however, 3 readmg has been diséarded where both the
Mss! A'& B agree. and this has’ been® done where the'
réading was corrupt’ obviously, as on P 56, I. 17 whetre
agw of the Mss. is not accurate, or’on P. 70; l.’FO, where
Tt in the singular number is not correct, or on P, 74
1. 2 where A=Tg is obviously a mistake for fazag. Simi-
larly in the first speech of the Vidusakaiin the 2nd Act,
the interjection g’mrma' has been omusted by both the
Mss., but because interjections and. stage-directions have
very often been ignored in these Mss., it has been
retained there  because.it is followed by both the™ com-
mentarles wnth ‘the quotatlon from Bharata in both,
Except for_some half a dozen cases, .th{ere‘fore, \where the
common readings of both the Mss..have been gnered,
there sis powhere a departure.from the general rule
that where both the Mss. agree, the rcading should be
taken as gendlne. n
‘I orthogra};hy too, the two Mss. have certain
common features both in Sanskrit and Prakrit passagcs.
In Sanskrit, there 1s always a @ffy of the sig&MT with the
following , consonant if et 1s of any onc of the, five qas.
This-is a common way of writing in ,Mithifa. Similarly,
the doubling of the consonant with a T before It, is a
<ommon feature of Maithila writing. Both these ortho-
graphic peculiarities of the Maithils have beeh .ignored
in this edition in order to bringitin line with the
modern trend in Sanskrit writing. Sintilarly' in the
Prakrit,passages:both the Mss. have Invariably rused 79
and XY beginning with-a double, consonant. . In this
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cdition, however, thls has.nct been followed in each,
case, but the system of Pischet has been generally follow-
ed. In the foot-notes these orthographical changes or
abvious mistakes in speliing have not been shown.

It is nesther possible nor profitable to indicate
here the divergences of this edition from Pischel’s,
edition. Nevertheless, the material differences bet-

ween the two Recensions are here indicated :—
Act .

In the wewsi, on p. |, Pischel omits T@wa~
HIBUIFA, though B omits wigarzeT only.
On p. 19, the second sentence in the speech of
Raja, {% g~ wa: Is missing in Pischel.
Act Il
On p. 29, 1l. 6-7 the speech of s is missing in
Pischel.
On the same page the speech of Vidusaka in 1. (5
13 finds place In Pischel after the verse No. S,
The sentence F@'wwpd in the speech of Raja
before verse 14 on p. 33 is different in Pischel,

The verse 17 on p.36is materially different in
Pischel.

t
Act il
This edition omlts four spedches after verse 10 in
Pischel, onc of Priyamvadi, one of Anustiys, one of RBjR
including verse {l. and one of Sakuntald.
The sentence qugenfe wf grafd on:p, 44, 1. 11 jc
missing in Pischel,

Pischel bas the speech of Priyamvada on p, 46, 1. 19
differentty without the first senteace,

Pischet has the speech of Sakuntals e sheaslg
efter verse 20, wve®, and not before it.
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Pischel omits the speech of Anustiys frsiay  fa=-
wfe" with the stage-direction on p. 48 II. 3-5.

Between [I.7 and I0 on p, 48 there are only two
short spaeches here but Pischel has five speeches, three
of Raja. and two of Priyamvada, Sankard follows Pischel
and Naraharl too, but the speech srega--gwi] of Priyam-
vada in Pischel Is attributed here to Anuslya.

Pischel has one speech more to Priyamvada between
lines 8 and 9 on p. 49 which Is there In Sankara also but
not in Narahari.

Act. IV,

Pische! emits the last sentence of Anusiiya’s first
speechion p 60 1. 4,/ ufaw etc.

Pischel omits gltmisT on I, 6 on the.same page and
Narahari too omits it.

Pischel attributes all the three sentences in Il 11—~
12 on p. 61 to Priyamvada of which the second sentence
is here of Anusiy:.

The four verses describing morning on p. 64-65
are put differently by Pischel, and Sankara follows him.
Narahari, however, follows the order given here.

Pischel omits the prose sentence between verses
3 and 4 on p. 64.

The speech of Priyamvada on p. 66 19, f gug®
A Is quite different in Pischel.

The names of the two disciples of Kanva are diffe-
rent In the Mss. A reads Sarangarava and Saradvata; B
reads Sangarava and Saradvata; while Pischel reads Sarn-
garava and Saradvata,

The speech of Hirita, the Rsi-Kumira, in I, 8-9 en
p. 70 Is slightly different In Pischel and Is put there
before the speech of Anusilyd five lines above.
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For mdisgga@uas in verse 13, Pischel reads

qFagTEagas and B follows Pischel.

Pischel omits two speeches on Il. 1I~16 on p. 75,
one of Sakuntali and the other of Priyamvada which
is the verse 19 in Prakrita,

Pischel ends the speech of Kanva on 77 I 5-12
with the verse 22 and omits the rest including verse 23.

Act V.

Verse 5 is different in Pischel.

The secend sentence I1n the speech of Vidiisaka in
11 6-7 on p. 83 in different in Pischel; B Is much hke
Pischel.

The name of the Purohit s Somadatta here but
Pischel calls him Somarata.

For ga41® in 9 on p. 87, Pischel reads @wama®

The second line of the verse 17 in Prakrit spo'ken
by Gautami is different in Pischel.

Sakuntala’s speech ini. 3 on p. 88is different in
Pischel. Sankara’s reading is different. Our reading is
supported by Narahari.

Verse 19 is not taken as a verse by Pischel.

Sakuntala’s speech in H, 16-19 on p. 92 including
the verse No. 26 in Prakrit is not there in Pjschel,

Act VI

The second line of the first verse Is different In
Pischel. B tallies mostly with Pischel but both Sankara
and Narahari follow A.

Between lines 6 and 7 on p. 99 there is one more
speech of Dhivaraka in Pischel.

The second sentence in the last speech of the
Pravesaka to the 6th Act is worded differently in Pischel,
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The long speech of Misrakest on p..i01 is briefer
in Pischel. ’ )

Pischel omits Tg@ in verse 2 of the 6th Act,

The speech of the Ist cheli in ll. 16-17 on p, 101
and . 1-2 on p. 102 is broken in Pischel in three
speeches with one speech more of the 2nd chefi.

Between lines I3 and 14 on p. 107 there is one
speech more in Pischel attributed to Misrakesi,

The first sentence in the speech of Rijain . 14 on
p. 108 is omitted by Pischel.

The third line of the verse 1 Is different in
Pischel.

The second line of the verse 12 is different in
Pischel but that reading is supported by B.

The speech of Vidigaka in Il [1-13 onp. 112 s
different in A and 8 but B tallies with Pischel.

The speech of Misrakesiinl. 7 on p. {3 is omitted
in Pischel.

The speech of Misrakesi inIl. 10-11 onp. {3 is
different In Pischal.

The long speech of Vidiisaka at the bottom of the
same page is entirely different in Pischel which tallies
wmostly with the reading followed by Sankara but Nara-
hari follows the reading of this recension.

Pischel omits the interjection #3113} in the speech
of Vidnsaka in . 10. on p. 1I5.

Between 11. 7 and 8 on p. 116 there are two more
speeches in Pischel, one of Riija and one of Mis'rakest,

Pischel omits the second sentence in the speech of
R4J0 and the fiirst sentence in the speech of Mis’rakest on
11, 9-10 on p. 116. Sankara follows Pischel,

The speech of Vidiisaka in 1. 12 on p. 117 is diffe-
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rent in the two Mss. and Pischel. The reading here is
that of A which tallies with that of Narahari.

Pischel omits the speech of Misrakesi at the bottom
of p. 117.

Pischel calls Lipikari as Chaturikd but she is called
here Medhavini.

Pischel ateributes verse 29 to R&aj& but Is attribu-
ted here to Kafichuki.

Pischel calls the Prasada as §w=g® but here It is
called &aogeg |

The speech of Vidusaka inl. 15-16 onp. 123 1s
defferent in Pischel,

The speech of Vidiisaka in I. 8 on p, 125 is different
in Pischel.

The second line of verse 35 Is different in Pischel.
Act VIi

The first verse of this Act Is worded differéntly In
Pischel. The fourth verse also is different in Pischel but
It is followed by B also. Second half of verse 6 is also
different in Pischel. Verse 8 also is worded differently
in Pischel.

The second speech in Nepathya in 1. 3 on p. 132
is different in Pischel but that tallles with B,

The speech in Il 11-12 on p. 132is different in
Pischel.

Verse 1S Is begun differently in Pischel,

The speech of Tapast in H. 6=7 on p. 135 Is different
in pischel.
The speech In 1l. 2-3 onp. 137 s
Pischel.

The speech in 1. 6-7 on p. 137 is quite dfferent
n Pischel.

bricfer in



xxvl!

ant. Sometlmes where we note a varfant in the read-
Ings of the two Mss. themselves, It appears that these are
but two varlant readings which have been noted by the
commentators, In |, {7 on p. 7, thereis st In B buc
this is omitted In A. Sankara notes chat In some Mss.
there Is wa@i as an adjectlve to gfgaxqg. Similarly in
the following speech of Raja [n reply to Tapasa, A reads
fafgmalen: but B reads °wif¥s and Narahari notes both the
readings and explains them both. It would, thus, appear
that fn many cases where our two manuscripts differ in
thelr readings, they glve but the varlant readings of the
text. But apart from these differences in reading which
were prevalent in  Mithlla  there are evidences In
the commentary of Sankara which go to show that to
him, at least, different recenslons of the text of Abhlj-
fiina-Sakuntalam were known. On p 260, |. 19 Sankara
notes In his Rasachandrlki a reading which was avallable
to him In two forelgn Mss. (ARaxgeasad Is the exact
term used by him.) Simllarly, at the bottom of p. 276
of the Rasachandrlkd, Saitkara notes that the verse
No. 15 of the 6th Act was available only in southern
Mss.  (migurgEadeds (s the exact term used by him.)
All this, therefore, Is sufficient to show that the scholars
of Mithtla who studied Abhijiiaina-Sakuntalam were not
without a sense of textual criticism. Our commentators
had all the varlants before them and they accepted those
readings that appeared to them not only indigenous bur
also genuine. Looked at from this point of view the
importance of these two commentaries of the drama is
very great Indeed. They are important In themselves as
throwing light on the proper understanding of the drama
in a purely critical sense; but they are more so as
throwing a flood of light on the text of the drama as j¢

was known here and as It was studied here by the gene-
rations of Pandits.

00 ——
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The first commentary, Rasachandrika, has been
based on two Mss, The first, of the Bodlelan Library,
Oxford, of which there Is a micro-film copy in the
Darbhanga Raj Library, Is apparently complete in 68
folios written on paper in Bengali script with 10 lines on
a page’and 64 letters in a hine. It is, however, complete
only in the sense that it begins with the introductory
verses and ends with the concluding ones, but it is only
apparent. The portion of this commentary from SFgaAd-
srredmEi=SslE in the speech of T just before the verse
12 of the 6th Acc almost up to the end Is so brief,
-abridged is rather the appropriate word, that it does not
appear to be a contlhuation of the commentary as we
have it before. At the end of the 6th Act there is no
concluding verse as we have at the end of each other
Act, or even at the end of the 7th Act and itis called
there a fagwar only. Agaln and again, in course of this
abridged portion there are views of Sankara quoted, e. g.
on verses 21 and 34 of the 6th Act, and verses 6,8,13,15,
and 17, of the 7th Act, and also twice In the prose por-
tlon before verse |5, and once before verse 21 of the
7th Act. That Sankara Is quoted Is itself a proof conclu-
sive that it is not by Sankara himself, and it does not
stand to reason to suppose that the Sankara quoted is
some one else than the commencator himself. ¢ is
much more reasonable to believe that this portion Is an
abridgement from the original commentary by a Scribe,
who had, perhaps, no time to make a complete copy of
the manuseript which he was transcriblng. From verse
12 of the 6th Act up to the verse 23 of the 7th, the
commentary gives only the Sanskric equlivalents of the
Prakrit passages, and simple paraphrases here and there,
with very little of critical matter of which there isan



xxvliil

abundance In the earlier portion. After verse 23 of the
7th Act, it appears to be fuller agaln up to the end where
we have not only the concluding verse, with the name
of the Act as we have at the end of each Act, but also
three more verses In pralse of the commentary with the
customary apology for any short-coming there. But the
most remarkable thing about this manuscript is its cor-
rupt reading, which is so full of mistakes that all the
efforts and ingenuity spent over It have not been able to
solve many obscuritles which have been left in the text
swith a question mark to indicate them. This, however,
Is not peculiar to this Ms. only ; the other Ms. also of
this commentary Is equally corrupt, and, therefore,
before examining the nature, extent and possible reasons
of the corrupt nature of the texts of this commentary, it
may be desirable to describe the other manuscript.

The second manuscript of this commentary belongs
to the Vidyasagara collection of the Vanglya Sahitya
Parigad. It is In Bengali characters on ycliow paper, 17
inches by 5% inches, with ten lines on each page and
about 64 letters in each kine. It begins without the
introductory verses and continues up to the middle of
the reverse of folio '5, where it stops abruptly in the
middle of the verse 18 of the 2nd Act, the last words
being wAGI: fewal aar gENfisiaEa s, On the
next page it takes up the 3rd Act, but begins, again
abrupely, with ~q Rasadigwsng, 9qfy mada s @
etc. in the middle of the Ist verse. The paging also
ends there with the number I5, and thereafter, in the
2nd part of the manuscript, the serial number of the folios
is indicated at the lower corner on the left hand from |
to 36. The Ms., thus, consists of 15 plus 36 folhios, divid-

ed Into two parts, both written by the same scribe, ang
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ends abruptly again In the middle of the abverse of folio
36 while explaining the prose sentence before’verse [2
of the 6th éct, the last words being gent gant aq e
wen nnigined atna 91 S tawd &9 e @is. This
par ticular spot where this Ms. ends abruptly is remark-
able, because it is exactly from here that the first Ms,
also is abridged, but where as the first Ms, continues it,
though in an abridged form, to the very end with the
concluding verse etc.., this second Ms. stops there.

The most remarkable thing about thls manuscript,
however, is the abridged form of the commentary In the«
first part of the Ms., that is, up to the close of the 2nd
Act. lt omits the introductory verses altogether and in
the text of the commentary also it omits almost all the
quotations with which this commentary abounds and all
the critical notes, but goes on barely with the paraphrase
of the text, mastly verses, and the Sanskrit equivalents
of the Prakrit passages. The text of the commentary as
far as it goes tallies exactly with the text of the Ist Ms.,;
only portions are omitted, sometimes to the extent of
{ines altogether. Inthe second part of the Ms., however,
the text of this Ms. is exactly as it is in the lst Ms, As
both the parts are written by one and the same scribe, it
<cannot be supposed that it was written by two persons,
one of whom went on omitting the portion he consi-
dered superfluous, while the other made an exact copy
of whas was there. That the same scribe shoufd have
done so is not without reason. Similarly the first part
ends abruptly towards the close of the 2nd Act, almost
in the middie of a sentence; and the second part opens

equally abruptly in the middie of a word. And then the
most mysterious feature of these two Mss. is the exact
spot where both the Mss. stop, one stopping there
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16 reconstruct the text in any readable form. The other
wmanuseript has been only partlally helpful, firstly
because the sccond Ms.  has been very brief In the Ist
part and incomplete after verse 12 of the 6th Act,
and sccondly, because both the Mss. have the same
mlstakes, and at all doubtful places both the Mss. are
equally defective. It cannot be said, therefore, how far
this commentary has been correctly presented. Many
obscuritles have been left unresolved and even those
that have been Improved upon and presented in a
teadable form that one cannot be sure aboutit. If,
there’ore, the text of this commentary appears at
times halting and not quite lucid, it might be due to the
defective reading of the Mss. apd the commentator
must not be blamed therefor.,

There is one thing more about this commentary
which ts remarkable. From the 12th verse of the 6th
Act onward up to the 23rd of the 7th Act where the
commentary is very brief, and appears, therefore, to
have been drastically abridged, this follows the readings
of Pischel to a degree which is not usual in the earlier
part of the work. Take for example, the long speech
of Vidagaka just before verse 18 of the 6th Act. Manu-
scripts differ greatly In the reading of this speech in
Prakrit but Sankara is nearcst to the reading given by
Pischel, while Naraharj follows the reading preserved in
the two manuscipts.

All this leads to but one conclusion that both these
Mss. of the Rasachandrikda—the Wilson Ms. of the
Bodlelan as well as the Vidyasigara Ms, of the Vangiya
Sahitya Parisad-—were, perhaps, copied by the same
scribe, they are so very much alike in the size, style and
«<alligraphy, or at least from the same Ms., perhaps, in
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Bengali. Professional as the scribe probably was, he made
copies according as he was, perhaps, paid for, or, as there
was time at his disposal. The samaness of the errors
cannot otherwise be explained, but it is still 2 mystery
why both the copies should stop only with thé.l2th
verse of the 6th Aet.
But even as it is, this commentary is, indeed, of
inestimable value for the rec: nsruction of the Maithilt
recension of this drama. Pischel. who consulted this
commentary for his own edition of the Bengali recension
and has referred to it towards the end where he has
collected TFFNAET IA=HI] TR <7, noted this on
page VIl of the Introductlon to his 1877 edition, *Sankara
can hardly be calleda commentator of the Bengali recen-
sion, His readings are generally quite modern and not
supported by the best Bengali Mss.”” Pischel is perfectly
correct when he asserts that Sankara does not follow the
Bengall Recension, and it isa pity that Majthill Mss. of
the drama were not avzilable to him on account of
which he calls his readinés modern. Now tnat those Mss.
are available and brought out, itis clear that Maithilx
Mss are as old as, If not older tham, the Bengali Mss.
on whieh Pischel’s edition has been bised. [n fact, Pischel
has admitted, though only indirectly, the existence of a
Maithilt Recension of this drama, which has been different
from the Bengali Recension, and he did not posic it
direct and openly simply because the Mss. of Maithil
origin were not available to him. That he could assert
even this on the basis of an Imperfect and corrupt man-
uscript in Bengali scripe, ltkethe onein the Bodlclan,
bespeaks the critical acumen of that great savant of Sane
skrit studies.
In the introductory verses and the concluding verse
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at the end of each’ Act, Sankara has given us facts about
himself on the besis of which his identity and age can be '
safely determined He says that he was the son of
Vasudeva and Bhianumatf and that his teacher was
Govinda. His grandfather and great grand-father were
Rudra and Jayadhara respectively and that he belonged
to the family of Baliisa. ThisIs more than sufficient to
fix his identity with the help of the Paiijis of Maithil
Brithmanas, which record their genealogies divided
into different families belonging to different Gotras.
But  unfortunately the scribe of the Bodleian
manuscript has made a blunder in the third line
of the verse 5 which has obscured the identity of
Sankara beyond recognition. The Bod. Ms. reads gi&s-
frmafafgaY i argd - which means, “Vasudeva known
by nare among people on the earth”. This line is not
worthy of any scholar, first, because there is an unneces-
sary repitition in @1% and ¥fr, and secondly, because
there is no sense in saying that “*he was known by name.”
In the Paijiis, there Is mentioned a scholar, Sankara, desi-
gnated a Mahopiadhyaya, who belonged to the Bithauli
branch of Baliasa family belonging to Kas'yapa Gotra,
but he is the son of None, though the grandson of Rudra,
It is now clear that this 1Y has been mistaken by the
scribe as @%by the similarity of sy and &1 in Mathill.
Because the secribe did not understand the signi-
ficance of Y, Which is a meaningless common name in
Mithila even now, he ‘*amproved” it by giving & for
A, With “None’ substituted for *‘Loke’ in the line,
the sense Is very well expressed, *Vasudeva who was
known upon the earth by the name None”. [t means,
therefore, that Sankara’s father was named “Vasudeva”
though he was known as “None”. This makes fils iden-
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tification easy. In the Pafijis, likewise, Sankara’s grand-
father is called Mm. Madhti, a most famous name in the
family of the Baliasa Sankara calls h m *Jayadhara” and
it appears that Madhii is but an alias by which he was
commonly known, though his real name was Jayadhara.
Thus his genealogy is like this :—Mahamahopadhyaya
Jayadhara alias Madhu, his son Rudra, his son Vasudeva
alias None, his son, by Bhanumati, Mahopiidhyaya Sankara
of the family of Baliasa of Kasyapa Gotra, resident of the
Village of Bithauli by which name his branch of the
Balifisa family was known.

As already stated, Mm. Jayadhara alias Madhi was
a most Important personage in the family of Baliasa, and
he was most highly connected. He had two wives and
hls sons by both the wives migrated to two different
villages, thus giving rise to two diffcrent branches of the
famlly, His first wife was the daughter of Mm. Rame-
svara of AlayI family, by whom he had two sons, Rudra
and Sambhu, who went over to Bithaull. This Rame-
svara of Alayl famlly was a very Important man and his
son Mm. LaksmIdhara was married to Kiimari Nono who
was the sister of Deva Singh, father of Siva § ngh of
the Oinabfira famlly. By his s:cond wife Mm. Madhit
had two sons, Harihara and Nariiyana, who went over to
Mindara.  The third son of Nardayana was Mahann whose
great grand-son was the famous disclple of Mm. Maharija
Mahesa Thikur, Raghunandana by name, who was besto-
wed the title of Panditaraya when his preceptor was
bestowed the Rej of Mithila by Emperor Akbar jn 1556
« Sankara Is thus fourth in descent from Mm, Madhn in
the senlor branch while Panditariya is sixth in descent
in a junlor branch. Safikara must have been, therefore,
about two generatlons senlor to Pandltarftya, if not more,
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and we can, therefore, safely place him during the last
quarter of the I5th century and the [st quarter of the
16th, round about the year 1500 A. D. Sankara himself
was married to the daughter of one Laksmikara of the
Jalaya family and Lakmiskara’s grand-father was Maho-
pAdhyaya Ratidhara whose sister, Mahadevi Hasini, was
the mother of Maharaja Siva Singh ( Circa. 1350-1405 ).
This also gives almost the same age during which Sankara
must have flourished, circa 1500
It is not proposed to expatiate on the merits of
this commentary, not because this commentary has no
merits to expatiate upon, but because this commentary
has been included here specially for the [ight it throws
on the textual genuineness of the Maithila Recension of
this drama as presented here. Now that the commen-
tary Is printed and published, it is f.r the scholars to
study it and find out what merits it may have, but there
is one feature of this commentary which cannot be passed
over, and that is the wealth of quotations that it con-
tains. Besides the Kogas, of which Amara has been
quoted by name about 90 times, and Nanartha-Kosa,
Dharant Ratnakosa, Visva-kosa, Sasvatakosa. MedinI-Kosa
and Hiravali, there are the following classical works
quated,-Manusmrti, Smrti, Bhirata, Bhavisyapurina,
Visnupurana, Bharata, Bhoja & Dandi. As many as 136
quotations are anonymous though many of them are
from Bharata. Among the authors or works quoted
sparingly, the following are worth mentioning and many
of them are unknown to the modern world, { the figures
within brackets indicating the numbers of pages where
they oceur): —
Adbhutasigara (175) Uttaracarita (163) Kanthabh-

arana ( 182 ) Kavikanthahara (254, 228, 188, 238 ) Kavya-
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mimamsa { 166 ) Dasartipaka ( 166, 166 ) Dhatuvastu
(159) Natyas'ekhara (245 Pafcajanye Harimisra (160)
Prajapatl (166) Badardyana (164) Bhandi (233} Bharavi
(163, 249 , Bhrgu (189) Rangas’ekhara (159, Vamadeva
(159 Vikramaditya (210 Vaidyaka (193, Jyotis {239)
Satakarni (159) Sanyasi Kavisvara (158) & Subandhu(164)
The second commentary cailed Abhijiiina-Sakuntala-
Tippani by Narahari is based on a single manuscript on
palm leaf, now in the Darbhanga Raj Library. Itis
complete in 81 folios with 6 lines on each page and about
64 letters in each line. It is written not by a profession
scribe, but by three different hands, though at the end
the scribe gives his own name, Buddhikara, who Iis,
perhaps, the scribe of the last portion of the work. The
Ms. Is very old In appearance, the first leaf is missing
and the next two leaves and the last four are very much
worn out and dilapidated. The ink at many places is
fading. On account of all these reasons, it has not been
possible to reproduce the entire commentary and at
many places blank spaces have been left to show that the
text is not available there. But it is very correct and
there are only a few words which have not been
properly read, partly because the style of writing Is old
and uncommon, and partly because the writing is not
always clear. And because the text has been prepared
on only one Ms, :ny lacuna in it has had to be left as It
Is. The Ms. is not dated but one of the protective feaves
kept at the end contains a document, a Nistarapatra,
dated Monday, Asidha Krsna Astami of the L. Sam.
year 485 which corresponds to 1604 A, D. The manus-
cript must have been written before that date, much
before that, From the general style of writing it can be
sald that this commentary was written perhaps during
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the same period as the Ms. Bof the text, some time
during the second haif of the [€th century.

But this is not exactly a commentary on the drama,
The author does not call it a Tika, but he calls it only a
Tippani, a gloss. Even a casual glance over a page will
show at once that it is very brief; many verses are
passed over entirely, many more are just touched, and
there are only a few verses on which Narahari dwells at
any length. Most of the prose passages i Sanskrit are
silently passed over. It 1s only the Prakrit passages which
have all been rendered Into Sanskrit, but here also the
exact Prakrit padas are not available, and therefore, onc
can have only an 1dea of the gencral drift of a passage
and cannot be sure about any reading.

Nevertheless, Narahari followsa version of this
drama which is presented here as the Maithila Recension
of the work. Saiikara sometimes follows the version of
Pischel’s edition specially during the later scenes, but
Narahari seldom follows Pischel where Pischel differs
from the Maithila recension. At times Narahari givesa
reading which Is altogether new. For example, the first
sentence in the speech of Priyamvadd In 1.5p.63 is
altogether new in Narahari, which is different from the
two rcadings given in the two Mss, both of which have
been commented upon by Sankara. Similarly. the second
sentence in the speech of Anustiyd in I.6on p. 67 Is
quite new in Narahari. The very name of the hero of the
drama is different here from what it is in the other Mss.
The two Mss. of the text and Sankara call him Dusmanta,
but Narahari not only calls him Dusvanta but gives
reasons on p. 304 11. 12-16 for calling him so, rather
than Dusmanta. From all evidences, it would, therefore,
appear that Naraharl follows a version of Maithila Recen-
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sion older, perhaps, than any other, in rather 2 much
more conservative fashion without the least regard for
or the influence of other recensions.

it is not, however, possible to say with certainty

who this Narahari was and when he flourizhed. Because
the beginning of this commentary Is not available, we
miss the Introductory verses, If there were any, but
twice at the end of the Acts (at the end of the 5th and
the 6th Acts} Naraharf calls himself aifcgTsmiq 1. e. he
belonged to the family owing its origin to the village of
dAresT which is one of the most respectable families of
Maithila Brahmanas. But in the Paiijis we find two Nara-
haris, both belonging to the Mindara family, though to
“its different branches, and both Hlustrious scholars of
very high repute. One of them, belonging to the
Rajaurs branch, was styled a Mahimahopadhyaya and was
the son of Mm, Yajiiapati, the famous Natyayika who
wrote the commentary Prabhft on the Chintamanl of
Gangesa, which has been quoted by Siromani in his
famous Didhitl. This Narahari was also a Naiyayika and
his work, Pratyaksadusanoddhira, is noticed by Eggeling
on p. 645 of his catalogue of the Mss. in the India Office
Library. There Is nothing, however, to show that he
commented upon any literary work.

The other Narahari, styled a Mahopadhyiya and
called a Migra, belonged to the Kollakha branch of the
family, and was the author of a commentary on Svaro-
daya called Narapati-Jaya-carys which is noticed as Ms.
No. 432 on p. 522. of VoI, Il (Jyotisa) of the catalogue
of the Mithlla Mss. and of which there is an excellent
Ms. in the Darbhanga Raj Library alse, In the introduc-
tory verses there he gives us a description of his father
and grand-father, Narasimha and Nfgesa In the most
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eulogistic terms. Of himself he says
el TWEREEa aF gL
s At SRAIRISARAGTHA |
Sarhrr: wwed faaHa
g Fgw Wi 1

In the last concluding verse he speaks of himself as

AR CrzagagRaaterfi:, which shows that he wasa
Pandit at the court of Bhairava Simgha of the Oinabara
family, a king who ruled over Mithila during the second
half of the I5th. century. From all this it appears that
this Narahari might have been the author of this com-
mentary, though one cannot be sure of it, unless another
Ms. of this Tippani is available where he might tell his
father’s name also and that Narasimha. But of the two
Naraharls It is this one who seems the more probable to
have been the author of this Tippanl. If he Is our author
then this commentary must have been written towards
the close of the 15th century. If it is so, it gives us the
oldest version of the Abhijiiana-Sakuntalam, even older
than any available to Pischel.

This Narahart was very highly connected. The
eldest brother of his father was Sridatta, styled Avasa-
thika Mahamahopidhyiiya, who was the famous writer
on Smrtl, whose views are still held in the highest
esteem In Mithils, specially 1n matters of Aciira, particu-
larly Sraddha, Narahari’s mother was the daughter of one
Rasadhara of the Suragana family. This Rasadhara’s
elder brother was Nigesvara, whose son was the famous
Jagaddhara, called Dharmadhikaranika Mahamahopaidh-
ydya, the author of commentarles on many llcerary
works like MalatimAdhava, Gitagovinda, Vasavadattd, and
Sarasvattikanthiibharapa etc. Jagaddhara was, thus, the
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maternal uncle of Narahari or more properly, the first
cousin of Narahari’s mother.

Such are the Mss. and the commentaries on the
basis of which this edition has been prepared. [am
conscious of the shortcomings of this edition ; In fact, no
one can be more conscious of them than myself, | would
have liked to consult more Mss. of the text of the
drama, spectally the one which I saw at Lilagafija but
which | could not utilise inspite of my best efforts. A
third reliabie manuseript would have been an invaluable
source to decide the readings, specialiy as It Is dated and
is older than the oldest Bengali Ms. available to Pischel.
The commentaries, too, are not flawless, and | have
already confessed that at many places the readings given
Aare mere conjectures, But even as it is, it is expected
to provide to the lovers of Sanskrit literature, specially
the students of Kalidasa, a version of the drama which
was prevalent In this part of the country. Mithila has
been a land noted for its scholarship and conservatism.
During the perlod of decadence we neglected our indi-
genous version and completely forgot it. It is but a sign
of that very decadence that even now our so called
Pandits keep the old treasures of their cultural heritage
concealed and hidden from the world of scholars with
the resuft that most of them are perishing dalily, and
with them is lost for ever our natlonal heritage. We
feel proud of our past, but what is that pride worth if -

the works on which that pride is based are lost. Evch
now we can hope a renaissance of our cultural eminence
if we but bring to Hight all that our forefathers kept
preserved and achleved with so much industry and Inte-
rest.  The publication of this work may open their eyes
as to the possibllity of rehabilitating our fost heritage, and
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if it s achieved, | will deem my labour of the last twelve
years amply rewarded.

For the mistakes that have remained uncorrected
in the proofs | am indeed very sorry, and though they
are not many, they could have been avoided.

Before closing, however, I must thank Dr. P. L.
Vaidya, the Director of Mithlla [nstitute, who has
evinced such 2 keen interest in the work and has
included this among the publications of the Institute.
He has been kind enough to write a foreword to this
work, and | cannot express adequately how deeply I feel
obliged and delighted at the words with which he has
introduced this work to the world of scholars, My
friends Dr. B. R. Sharma and Prof. A. L, Thakur, both
of the lastitute, have greatly helped me at the different
stages of this work and to them | have to offer my
thanks. Pandit Dhiranand Misra Sharma of the [Institute
and Pandit Visyambhar )ba, the Research scholar of the
Patna University, have greatly helped me in reading the
Mss. and correcting the proofs for which [ thank them
most sincerely,

But | am most deeply indebted to the Maharajadhi-
rij Bahadur of Darbhanga who has permitted meto dedi-
cate this work to him and thus associfte this humble
contribution to the cause of Sanskrit scholarship with
his illustrious name. |t was in his magnificent Library
under his liberal patronage that | worked upon this work
during the last twelve years and itisin the fitness of
things that | should dedicate this wark to him.

Raj Library RAMANATH JHA
Darbhanga
5.9-1957
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