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H. H. The Jagadguii*Srd
antacharya swamiji m
Prativadi Bhayankara matt

Founder of the Renaissance movement:
Bombay who is otherwise known sim-
ply as Jagadguru Maharaj is almost
1 deified personality even in his life
time and every Hindu house in India
regards him as ‘' 'The modern saint.®
A profound scholar, a great mystic
and a practical philosopher His Holi-
1035 has made himsel most useful not
only to the land of his birth but toev-
ery orientalist all the world over. His
literary, journalistic and propagandis-
tic activitios for the last thartyfive
years, His holy and unselfish zeul in
the pursuit of culture and unabated in-
torest in tho spread of Godliness in the
land spoak for themselves in monitmen-
tal logacies he leaves behind in the
shape of about hundred and thirtyfour
ancient standard works on Philosophy
and Roeligion which ho has edited and
published in his press called * THE
SUDARSHANA PRESS " at Conjee-
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veram, in the shape of journals insan-
skrit, Hind1 and other Vernaculars ser-
~ing as a true education in matters.of
practical religion and social philosophy
and in the shape of innumerable tem-
ples all over the land engendering real
Iove in the Votaries' breasts for service
of God and Humanity. The purest
chip of ¢ The Old Block, * His Holiness
is no less a champion of our modern
progressive methods in cur New India
and the scientific West, A Constant
reader of news-papers and world ma-
gazines, o pakka hnguist with an au-
thoritative study in several languages
His Holiness The Jagadguru is most
Conversant with thepresent day events
in every part of the world and it is
certainly an intellectual and practi-
cal treat to hear himon themostvexed
and leading problems in our national
reconstruction and added to these, the
ancient seer in him visualises the fu-
ture of the world with his yogic vision
and the transcendantal perception of
the inner workings of the Cosmic |,
World.
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Such a master-mind s &M s the /'O
deop Ganges, steady like thp. ’rigs;ngV1
Himalayas and sure like his W
Temple, o gem of South Indian Archi-
tecture hasbrought out in racy, elegant
and Charming sanskrit a Book on his
pilgrimage to Badarikasrama, the sum-
mum Bonum of every true and orthodex
Hindu. The book is a collection of his
contributions to his Manjubhashini,
the only international sanskrit weekly
in tho world and a record of a trusand
instructive history of the pilgrimage
in the most interesting manner possible.
Interesting and instructive it certain-
ly is and when the book is translated
into English and other Vernaculars as
undoubtedly it.shall be, the several
railway authorities, the officersof the
rospective P, W, D. in the areas under
tour, tho people living in the several
territories under tour and «chiefly the
pilgrims thomselves will find vast ma-
terinl for their benefit. In hisownsan-
rkrit preface the Illustrious Author
rays that his nttompts to fill a void as
no correct account of 8 tour on ecien-
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t1f1c lines has been so far forth coming
and that his attempt lay 1n the mspi-
ration he got by reading tour accounts
of Furopean savants Iis comparisons
of places and people and their habits
and his striking contrasts of good and
bad 1n the life of the country coming
under his observation mark himoutas
a very supsrior critic in the present
day India on things [ndian A cursory
study of the book will acquaint us with
everything that an intelligent tourist
requires for his information 1 a very
deatled degree and to a minute obser-
vation The book 18 atonce a ralway
guide with maps, plans andan account
of topography, a social and econom-
cal review touching on ancient and mo-
dern Crafts and a collection of histori-
cal architectural, scenerical topics of
a high order An admirer of nature
and natures beauty he has clothed
everthing he wriles upon in natura]
colours and makes us see with him the
Divine 1n nature and probe with him
nto the Divine mystery there 1n
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Though the treatment of the tour
19 about twenty :seven years old and
the author then was less by twenty
saven years of age—for he1s nowfifty
eight wo can see sitting anywhere a
grand panorama of what all he saw
and what all he did 1n that long and
arduous tour by his masterly treatme-
nt of the subject His admiration for
the progressive Bombay and hs con-
trast with the lethargy-struck Conjee-
veram, the ancient kanchy under deca-
dence, 18 something hke » thesis on
the necessity ot social and economical
adjustment His trequent references to
Puranns and Ithihasas whale alluding to
holy contres of pilgrimageshow in stri~
Lhing contrast their once glorious exis-
tenco with the neglect and torpor now
corering them A small rivulet o little
waterfall and a single hamlet do not
miss his searching oyes and his touch-
g refernces to most engoging scener-
jes do ham great honour as & connoiss-
wur of noture's beauties He is exact
to o mile 1n marking distances and 13
truo 1n his discriptions of hamlets, bri-
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dges and the Himalayan peaks all
round. The location of a place, a tem-
ple, the plans and designs that appear
n the book do him no small honour 1n
that he handles his theme with an ex-
pert hand. The author rises to his best
while he treats of Badarikasrama and
we seo atonce that he 13 handliing his
subject with the experience of The
Alps chimber. He brings out, mn vivid
colours the landscape, the Nature's
Beauties the Temple and the Divine
Images within, the holy service ete
that & mere reading of the Book anni-
hilates the long and terrible distance.
It reflects indeed very creditably on
the discerning eye of the author that
he anticipates Government mnterfere-
nce 1n the finarcial affairs ot the
Temple #o long ago as 1904, His treat-
ment of the holy waters 1s marked with
such sacredness that even g rank ma-
terialist will have to pause before vent-
uring toofferhis view points A theist
wall find practical methods for con-
centration contemplation and medita-
tion from the summary he gaves of
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Badarikasrama Mahatmya ir Sanatku-
mara samhita which is itself a hearty
treat to the aspiring soul. The book
and its contents are enlivened with
Photos of things that the anthor admi-
red most and when I say that His
Holiness is equally & good photographer
it now remains for the critical public
to see if The JagadguruMaharajis an
Omniologist ever trying to serve the
intelligent public with the raregifts of
God he enjoys in abundance. May
God, the all merciful, spareCur Jagad-
guru tor many many long years of
useful service and practical leadership.
M. Chakravarchi.
Mallur--Mysore,
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