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S } LRI following stouses of ancient Indin 1 tie been

talen friom the two gient epees of this eountry
49  and some of the prinewpal puranas They uetold

! 1n the words of the authors themselves some

tines g they are nariated in the ancient books and oceaston
ally with omissions where the narrine was unduly long or
required compression In the Ramayane apart from the
main story which has been asource of solace to milhons in
theland there e few anecdotes of suffivient importance to
wierest and nstruet the reader It will be scarcely
consistent with the object of ths publication to Issue a
eollechion of Aryan stories without giving a place to the
story of that great epie which bas moulded the lives and
guided the aspirabions of hundreds of generations 1o thus vast
continent A modern composition giving the story of that poem
within the hmts of a few pages ean never possess the charm
or command the anthonty of Valmikis verse I have decided
therefore to include the story of the Ramayana m the Innguage
of Valmikvin nn abbreviated form keeping oniy to the main
mnerdents so that the thousands of joung men who complete
thar scbool and college education at the present day with no
more knowledge of India s grentest epic thanthey rmght have

gathered on the laps of their grandmothers might Jesrnto appre

ciate and admare and treasure in their hearts the lofty morality
the heroie deeds nnd the sublime poetry that adorn the stately
verse of the foremost poet of the land  Hundreds of beautiful
prasnges and 1innumernble scenes of surpassing loveliness have
ly heen sacrficed m this end rto give to the

hurried modern world in o brief compnss & taste of the splendsd
jroduet of the grentest poetic gentus that has vet been born 1
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Indin of not in all the world Cate howere has been taken to
preserve some specimens of Valomhis unmitalle punting of
scenes and charaeters  In the ease of the Vahablarata and of
the Puranas from which most of the selections have been made
the tash has been comparatively ensy The Valabher ata and the
Bhagavata are more 1n the natue of collectrons of stories which
Bave heen strung together by a very slender thread than m the
nature of sigle stories with ocersional anecdotes  There are
ahout forty of them within the covers of this 3olume They

e now presented to the world << itlustiative of the 1deals of
duty the foree of character, the spuit of self sacufice and the
philosophy of hife which have mspued and gnded the destimes
of millions of the buman race The hook 13 necessartly

incomplete withous the story of the heroes and  herotnes who

played such a great part 1 the history of Indis that they have
retained & permanent hold on the nitional consciousness which

no lapse of centuries cwn loosen Bat the history of the * Gheat
war cannot ba told 10 the language of Vsasa in less than &
volume by 1tsell

The1dea of making such a collection as this was first

suggasted by the now famous convocition speech of Lord
Curzon whetein he challenged the 1denis of the Indiun people
glovified 1 the literatares of their country, settered m plumes
of enormous hulk some of them even unprinted and practically
Inaceessible to mosy even of those who have knowledge of
the sacred language of India They could not ensily he quoted
m refatation of His Excellency s strictures Many of his
hearers and most of his readers felt that the attack was unde

served, but could make no effective reply except an mdignant
repudiation of what they folt to be a piece of gross 1njustice

Tt 15 not pretended that the collection 1s exhaustive But its pur

pose will have been achieved 1f tt brings home to Indans and
forergners alike that the country has no need ta be ashamed
of the 1deals of Yfe ang conduet held up to the admration
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of the peoplo by the literary gonius of 168 greatest men

The problem of the mdral and religious education of the
youthk of this land has been repeatedly pressed upon the atten
tion of the public  Various solubions have been attempted
Allare agreed that no copy book maxims inculecated by the
teachers will strike 1 responsive chord i the minds of then
youthful puptls The biographies of great men espeeially of
those who have adoined the annals of the country spast are
hound to train the conscience and character of the young at
an ade when good imptesstons are caleulated to produce the
most lasting benefits  Examples of truth of self denal of
herote self sacnfire of womanly chastity nd of bigh hhal duty
are caleulated to capture the imagination and guide the con
duct of boysand girls who now receive mstiuction merely n
the seculat leuning of the west  Selections from this book
may serve as text books for young students of S8anskrit while
the young and old tnay d=liht 1n 1eading of the deeds of the
anclent heroes of the land  Mrs Anme Besant has endeasour
od to supply text books 1n Tn,lish on what she has appro
prately termed the Sanatana Dawma 16 s hoped that this
collection may serve as a fittan,, supplement to the iules of
morat and religious hie ineuleated in the book- she bhas given
to the world as 1t contains ithustrative stouies selected from the
samet sources that have gnen heemost of the principles she
f11s set down for the gmdnce of the youth of Indin

A Christian ouss onary onee asked me what were the idels
whieh had gwded the Indian people ta the past 1t was casy
to give the wnswer that to the Indiwn life was 4 sacnfice Al
the nets of lus ife all the wvocations he pursues and all the
pleasures and rewards he seeks are associated with the
conciousness of a 1eligious  bickground which 13 a preparation
for succeeding hves  The missionaty wished to know whether
there wete any stories which itHustiated and enforced this need
It s hoped that this proscut volume will supply  the answer
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The time 15 well sutted for the appearance of thus solums
when there 15 2n awakening of a national consciousness, vague
as 1t may be The ery of love for the mother land which seems
to he the expression of « new national hife, whateverits absurd
excesses, 1 a call to all who have hopes of = great future for
their country to joinin the noble work of blending in a common
umity the diversihed peoples of India on the basis of a heroic

past the memories of which still liye amongst us  No nation
has ever achieved L with o %

pt for its past
Even Japan puissant in her newly found strength, 1s no
exception

The stories of heroes and martyrs of sages and saants a1e
the necessary fuel to the flame of nationil hfe and national
enthusiasm  India has greal reasonto be proud of her past,
for men and women have been born in the course of her long
and ancient history whose feats of arms, whose love for huma
nity, whose 1deal lives and whose splendid self sacmfice
have been unto this day a lesson to the world  We Indians
have every cause to chenish them and 1o the love of their great
ness and their goodness to kindle m every Indian breast a new
longing for nation il unty as 1 foundation on which may be
built 4 new greatness

I cannot forget that this book can only appeal to a
compratively hmited class aequainted with Sanskrit or en
gaged 1n 1ts study If 1t should happen to meet with the appro
val of those whose judgment 1n such matters 15 entitled to
respect 1t will not be long before these stortes can be put i an
Englicsh garb  The work 15 the result of the labours of several
pundits who have helped me 1n the selection of the stories,

their 1eviston snd their condensition My grateful acknowledg
ments are due to them

LUz MiL\lORE )
1at Jantary 1505 4
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Hanschanﬂropakhyannm—'rhe Trumph of Truth
Saty ap:mpa.la.nmm—’rzuth at any cost
Nandachantran—Truth desrer than hfe
Brahmanavy sdhasamvada—Wise counsel
Seelavaryanam—Character 15 &% erything
A]agu.ropakhyana.m—[}hm'a.cter. not caste makes for
superiority
Chakshusteert.hnvs.mana.m—Vlrtue s Tniumph
Aruyasutasaty a.mt.uchnmmm——-Duty Stern father
pbamshing son
Maruttopahby snam—Duty gtern =& conflict betsreen
father and son
Nakulopakhy anam—The glory of Chanty
Yudshthirasakrasamvada—Love of dependants Yudht
shtbira and his dog
Sibicharitram—Giving up Ife to save o refugee
Vyadhs,kaputavnttanta.—Romanhc self saerifice
Yaystichavitram—A dutiful son
Draupad!yuﬂbxshﬁblrass.mv&da.——’ro forgive or to be
revenged
Sa-wtryupbakhyé.unm—Chnsut.y overcomes Fate
Ss.\byhcharnmm——l’ersxstent Chastity
Pativratimibasmyam—The glory of Chastity
Sukanyachsritram—Devotion to husband
Nalopikhyanam—The gvils of gambling
A avarnanam—Deswe
Sunbhanchantmm——Desue increases by fulfilment
Durvasa Upﬂkhyinam—-Evﬂ unto bim who ewil thinks

41
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69
110

119
187

148

160
178

186
192
197
213

215
234
273
279
288
313
345
356
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Kntaghnopakhyinarn—No redemption for ingrahitude
Jadabbaratopakhyina—Thae evil of attachment
Prehisdacharitram—God everywhere
Dhruvachantram—A4 Child Devotes
Mérkandeyopakhyanam—Death conquered by Devotion
EKuchelopAkhyanam—Tbe Lord and s mendicant
frniend
Chyavanopskhyinam —The valae of a cow
Gautamtlubdbakasamvada—Man, the master of his
destiny
Partkshitsarpadam-anam—TFate inevitable
Tipatryavarnanam—The three miseries of hfe
Keetopakhyipa-—Fear not death
Sr1 Sukachantram—A born Mukta
Sukavaragyopadesa—Janaka s advice to Suka
Chaturvmimsatigurépakhysram—The twenty-four
teachers
Gurubhak himd—R. for the teacher
Yakshaprasna—The problems of hife
Ramacharitam—The Indian Hero

392
421
467
486

497
507

516
527
544
551
559
593

619
631
660
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