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PREFATORY NOTE

Kumdrasambhevam of Kalidasa 1s probably the oldest and
agsthetically the most satisfyng of the five celebrated Sansknt
Mahakayyas and Vallabhadeva 15 a prior commentator to whom
many worthy commentators Ilke Mallinatha, Narayana, Arunagin
Sumativijaya etc refer directly ot inditectly, yet a critically edited
test with the helpaf varous MSS of s commentary on Kumara-
sambhayam was a great deswderatum for all these years

The present work seeks to fulfil tlus longfelt need by present-
ing here for the first ttme 1 Indim a critical edition prepared
from a colt of eight repr manuscripts which were
carefully selecled after consulting not less than twentyfive manu
seripts 1 various scripts and of varlous ages coliected from
11ous Indologieal institutions and umiversities of India and
abroad Some printed versiops of the text as well as commen-
tavies of the other were also Ited, The finali-
sed text of the epic presented here follows the edited text of
Vallbhadeva’s commentary, while the varants of the text of other
commentetors ate also noted The edition 15 prefaced with a
cnitical and appreciative mtroduction i which varzous issues arising
out of a study of the text and the commentary are discussed At
the end are given some appendices which, 1t Is hoped, will be
useful for scholarly refetences

The editor feels a thnll of delight on the occasion of the
publication of this work for various reasons In a way, 1t 1s the
) ofhis with Vallabhadeva for about a decade
Initwlly he took up this edtorial work forus Ph D of the Gujarat
Upnversity But, even after being awarded the degree, he conti-
nued his association with 1t A freshly printed faradi version
of the work as well as many more manuscripts wete noticed and
consulted by hum and the entire mtroduction was revised, conden-
sed and translated imto English for thss publication which 15 now
seemng the light of the day It 1s now hoped that this will be
well recansed. . the schalards, wadd

The editor gratefully remembers at this moment his preces
ptor Sadgury Swami Sri Gangeshwarinand)i Mahiraza, who intiated
Tum  nto Samshsit studics and constantly blessed lum and
inspired him  Smt Ratanben Fozdar, more than a mother, Prof
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A G Bhatt who moulded Ius interest ;. Sansknit with his kind
blessings, his parents who encouraged mm and s brother-in—
law Late Sr1 Ambalal Mashruwala who supported lum cven fina-
crally i his student age

The editor ts particulaly grateful to Smt Indukalaben
Jhaver: (Head of the Sanskrit Deparment, H K Arts College,
Ahmedabad, who only pt Ily does not exist but whose pre-
sence 15 felt even now) for her pidapce The editor feels that
without her kmnd co-operation the work would not have
beeh completed Justice ¥ B Mehta has also encouraged him for
the publication of this worl Hence the editor rembembers um
gretefully Sri Vadilal Lallubhar Mehta Philonthrophist and a fover
of scholarship has also encouraged the cditor 1 many ways The
editor takes this opporlunily to thank him

Many scholars and numerous elders or friends have helped
to complete this work Particular mention may be made of Prof
Harivallabh Bhayant, Prof Dalsukbbhai Malvama (Former Director
of L D Institute of Indology) Prof R B Athawale, Dr. A N
Jan:, (Former director of Oriental Institute, Baroda), Late Prof
Vishvabandhu (Former Hon Director of VVRI, Hoshiarpur) Dr.
X V Sharma (Former Director of VVRI), Dr S Bhaskaran Nair
(Fotmer Acting Director of VVRI), Prof Niranjan Bhagat, Mrs.
Suguna Ramananthan, Prof V D Pandya (Head of the Sanskrt
Department, Lunawada), Mr DPrafulbha) Patel, Mr Rameshbhas
Gandh: and Mr Dhirubhai Shukla (all the three of Gujarat
Unpversity library) and Smt Panna Nask (Pennsylvania) This
editor expresses his deep sense of gratitude to all of them for
ail the help they have rendered an completing this work

Specaal heartfelt thands are duc to Prof VI Trovedi
(Former Prmeipal, Gujarat College, Ahmedabad), Dr Rajendra
Nannati (Reader, M S Ununersity, Baroda) and Smt Sheela
Rajan Harnallabhdas for their constant help in translating and
publisthing thiswork Dr. P N Kawathelar (Former Vice—chan
cellor, Vikaram Unnversity, Uggam and Charrman, Central Sanshot
Board) has helped an varous ways to see  that the work could
sce the hight of the day. The editor expresses his sincerest thanks to
him. Dr. B D Pandya also must be sincerely thanked for his
help on grammatical porrls The editor alse thanks the Minystry
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of Human Resourse Development, the Department of i

and Culture for its financial hcl’p and concerned OEE:;?!?{
their kind co-operation, and Shri Surendrabhai Shah of (b po foz.
Printery for all the help. ie Parijat

The editor expresses his sincere th:
(Dept of Sanskrit and Indian studues, H::;i’dwuzi’nquy 'l:ubb
who encourged him to print this work “‘”"“’:‘za II{XY,JSA)
vension was already published in Germany when 'b:‘cd} i Sarads
Harvard  University after altending /Tne Vith W i 'sz:fl
Conference’ held at the University of Philadelphs, orld Sanckrir
US.A. in October 1984, PUI2, Pecns,fvania,

The editor bas almost 2 lifelopy iati
€ association with Lorq €
rd Siva

who has been an object of his deepest devo; 1
Kumarsambhavam was the subject of h¥°"°ﬂ from his childhnod,

. N h s f iele in (o
of his flrst edited text in Gujarati, of his X;; 3];“.]: in Gujerayj,
of this research work. - D. degres ang oy

T ey |
22 June, 1986

Ahmedabad. Geutam Pates
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‘While the final pages arc gomg through the press, 1t has
become mcreasmgly clear that Vallabhadeva’s commentary on
Canto VIIT also 1s genume Its complete text is found n three
important manuscnpts ~ the oldest and dated one (marked ar, here),
the Newar (marked ) and the gryziz (marked ). Tis breaking
off at verse 41 m the Saradu version docs not seem to be an
evidence strong enough agamst its completeness It 1s, agam
patural that Brhat-tik3, bemg prepared by a Jan monk, should
omt the portion for obvious reasons  There are certamn stybstic
features which also pomnt 1o the unity of authorship (cf P, 42)
Thercfore, the commentars on all the eight cantoes as edied
here appears fo be the genwine work of Vallabhadeva
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INTRODUGTION
SECTION 1
1. DESCRIPTION OF MANUSCRIPTS

Kumarasambhava (KS) occupies a place of pride
among the five sophsticated Mahakdvyds of Sansknt
hterature  Traditton gives Raghuvaméa (RV) the
credit of the best classical epic, while certam contem
porary scholars assign the same position to Kumara-
sambhava This controversy testifies to the poetic
merits and excellence of Kumdarasambhava

A number of Sanskrit commentaries of ths
classical epic of Vwahayajia-a sacrifice of nuptial
ceremony stifl remain unearthed, Iying on the shelves
of vanous Indological institutes. We here make aa
humble attempt to edit critically and study oume of
such commentaries - that of Vailabhadeva, the son of
the Kashmirtan Pundit Anandadeva

The study 15 divided 1nto five sections as follows ;

(1) Description of MSS and critical apparatus,

(2) Information about Vallabhadeva,

(3) Critical study of the commentary of Vallabhadeva,

(4) The text of Kumitrasambharva along wnth the comme-
ntary of Vallabhadeva,

(5) Appendices

A DETAILED ANALYSIS GF MSS

The New Catalogus Catalogorum Vol IV, 1968,
Madras has the following entry on p, 219,
1



2 Introduction

Kumarsambhma of Kahdasa C  Pancike by
Vallabhadeva), son of Anandadeva (sometunes ref. to
as Anandadevaym-Vallabha, earhier than Mallinatha
who refers to him)

(1) Adyar II p 4a (entered wrongly as Ananta-
deva’s)

(2) Adyat D V 45 (inc)

(3) America 1942 (Laghutika)

@B I8

(5) Bd 379

(6) BORI 36 of 1882-83

(7) BORIL 72 of 1883~84

(8) BORI 379 of 1887-91

(9) BORI 333 of 1892-95

(10) BORI D XIII 1 129 (with text) I-VII

(11) BORI 130 (fr)

(12) BORI 131 (with text)

(13) BORI 132 (I-V1II)

(I B P p 262 (I-VIID)

(15) Damodar (with C of Mallinztha)

(16) H 56 (I-VIT)

(17) 11O stem 46 (inc)

(18) Lz 372 (I-VIN)

(19) Muthda 11 & 29 (inc)

20) NW 614

(21) Oudh X1V 28

(22) Peters I p 114 (No 36)

@RV p 253

(24) RASB VII 4967 (I-VIII)

(25) Trav um 7749 (tac)

(26) T 214 (inc)

(27} Trrv cur. IV 147 (I-VID)
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(28) Visvabharats 1505 (called sadjiving) [-VII
with text,
(29) Weber 1541 (I-VIII)

Moreover the information about following MSS
was also collected by consulting various catalogues,
visiting different places or writing personal letters to
the distinguished scholars of the subject.

(30) Baroda 770 (I-VII)

(31) Baroda 9503 (I-VII)

(32) Baroda in Sarada script (inc.) 1837
(33) L.D. 1339 Reg.no 1740 (Ahmedabad)
(34 L.D. 399 Reg. no. 391 (Ahmedabad)

(35) Punya 16297 (Ahmedabad)
(36) Punya 18036 (Ahmedabad)
(37) Punya 13399 (Ahmedabad)
(38) VVRI 1659 (Hoshiarpur)

(39) National Archaic 35 (§arada seript)

On detailed study and analysis of the above in-
formation regarding different MSS it was found that
many references arc duplicated ¢. g. (1) Adyar Il p
4a and (2) Adyar D V 45 are referring to the same
manuscript, Same is the case with numbers 6,7, 8, 9
and 10, 11, 12, :13. as all these are deposited with
Bhandarakar Oriental Research Institute, Poona. This
situation is bound to arise as one number tefers
1o a normal catalogue while the other to the deseris
ptive catalogue of the same institute,

The following MSS or its microfilms were colicc-
ted and consulted by me, after cffort of more
than five years. A visit was also paid to Barods, Bombay,
Poona and Hoshiarpur by me or Shri P.F. Patel, the




4 Introduction

chuef Iibraran of the Guarat University who tried
his best to collect them for me

(1) America 1942 1e A Census of Indic Manus
cripts 1 the Umited States and Canada’ by HI Poleman
This MS 1s deposited with the Unwersity of Pennsy-
tvama Library and Museum, Philadelphia The
Unversity authonty was lind enough to supply me
the micro film of thirteen folios of the MS in question
Here the commientary 1s styled as Laghufihd 1t 15 10
a fragmentary condition and only few verses of the
eighth canto are found there

(2) BORI D 129

(3) BORI D 130

(4) BORI D 131

(5) BORI D 132

All these four MSS beloog to the Bhandirakar
Ortental Research Institute, Poona The director of
BORI was hind cnough to lend me all these MSS for
a considerably long period Among these MSS No 130
15 1n fragmentsand the surface of some folios1s blurred
and hence 1llegible, while MS No 131 15 1n Saradd
character Dr S N Bhivasar of Poona, has helped me
1n noting the readings of the text of KS from this
MS Rest of the two MSS no 129 and 132 are fully
utslised 1 prepaning this crtical edition

(6) The Royal Asatic Society of Bengal, Calcu-
tta, has supplied a microfilm of VDS commentary
on KS The description of the same MS 1s given by
Haraprasad Shastri m A Deseripme Catalogne of
Sanrit Manuscripts 1n the Government collection m
Vol VII Kawa, 1934 This MS s 1n Newary character



Description of Manuscripts 5

and has a N S date 8511 e 1641 A D It extends
upto the eigth Canto

(7) Weber 1541 (1-VII) A mucrofilm of this ma-
nuseript was collected through the Iibrarian of the
Gujarat Umversity This MS totaly tallies wuth {the
Brhadtika of a Baroda MS

(8) Baroda 770 1s comparitively a good MS of
Brhadt:ka It 1s fully utilised m preparing this edition

(9) Baroda 9503 1s a very corrupt manusceipt,
hence 1t 1s neglected

(10) The readings of the MS 1837 1n Siradd
character of Oriental Instuute of M § University,
Baroda are noted with the help of a Pandit named
Mr Ratanchand of the same mstitute Dr A N
Jani, a director then, was kind enough to make
necessary arrangement for me The commentary m
this MS extends upto the fourteenth verse of the
seventh canto of XS

(IHL D 1939

(12)L D 399

(13) Punya 16297

(14) Punya 18036

(15) Punya 18399 are the MSS deposited with the
L D Institute of Indology, Ahmedabad, Except a
manuscript no punya 18036 all the MSS are of Brhad-
Tika While a MSno Punya 1803615 an abridgement
of enlarged version of the oripmal commentary of
Vallabhadeva because 1t's colophone specifically spells
Izgasnrm-uddhrtasarayam

(16) VVRT 1659 This 15 a complete manuserip'
of Vallabhadeva’s commentary on XS It 15 depsositec
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with the Vishvesvaranand Institute of Sansknt and
Indologieal Studics, (Punjab University) Hoshiarpur
This manuseript 1s consulted in detail by me while
staying at the Institute for more than a month Late
She1 Vishvabandhuy, Honorary director then, provided
me with all the facilities which made my work easy
and nteresting The text of the commentary of the
eighth canto of KS m this MS eatirely differs from
the rest of the MSS Some examples are noted m
Appendix No 1V Ths portion, when compared 1a style
etc with the rest of the commentary, easily reveals the
fact that 1t 15 nothing but an interpolation by some
mferior hand, probably a scribe or an ordinary reader

Recently T attended the Vth World Sanskrit Con
ference at the University of Pennsylvama, Philadelphta
USA There 1n the Van Pelt Library, the head of the
Asian Studies Department, Smt Kanta Bhatia helped
me 1 tracing ‘VALLABHADEVA’S KOMMENTAR
(SARADA-VERSION) ZUM XKUMARASAMBHAVA
DES KALIDASA—Herausgeben, M'S Narayan Murt:
(WEISBADEN, 1980) Smt Panna Nak was kind
cnough to get the whole text xeroxed for me This
helped me 1 1ncorporating the important readings of
this printed Sarada version at many places 1 this
edition of Vallabhadeva’s commentary
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The MS of the base text normally agrees with
the other MSS of Laghutika viz. aa.ar. but it totally
differs from the latter as far as the commentary on verses
of KS I-7 to 48 and III-50 to 62 is concerned.
This portion of commentary is collected separately
and given in Appendix IlI as Apera parampart.

This difference may be due to many reasons. The
writer himself might have wntten two different com-
mentaries oh the said portion or the portion in question
might have been lost either due to moth eating or
some other causes, Therefore somebody must have
tried to replace 1t.

The verse by the scribe after the colophone ex-
plicitly mentions Vikram Samvat 1416 i.e. 1360 A.D. as
the datc of basc MS.? This proves thatit1s the oldest
MS of the corpus. Furthermore we have selected it
as the base text because 1t 1s found to be the best
preserved and faultless MS.

1. ifararsk @RI g e 1
TR g Tregan wdfa dn qamEa o



3 CRITICAL APPARATUS

After proper consideration the followrng MSS
are finally selected for preparmg the critical edition
of Vallabhadeva’s ¢ ry on Ki bhava of
Kalidasa

(1) w-3-Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona,
No 132 (333 of 1892-95) This bemngthe oldest
manuscript of the whole lot, 15 accepted as the
base text It provides the most rehable and
correct readings It 15 dated as samvat 14161¢
1360 AD MS 1sn Devanagars script

(2) "—The Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta
No 4347 This manusceipt is written 1 Newar?
character and dated N 8. 851 1 ¢ 1641 AD

(3) #—Orienteal Institute MS Umversity, Baroda,
No 770 writen 1n Devanigar: script

(4) W—Bhandarkar Orental Research Institute Poona,
No 129 (379 of 1887-91 This 1s BT or the
enlarged version of LT

(5) &~Lalbhau Dalpatbha Institute of Indology, Abme-
dabad, No 18036 This1s a correct, legible and
well-preserved  manuscript, extended upto
cighth canto

€y w—Nobrvedwvaiieand Tsvae of Saadkes wad Tede
logical studies (mow Vishveshvardnand Vishva
Bapdhu Institute of Sansknt and Indalgical
Studies) Punjab University, Hoshiarpur No
1659 This 1s a Laghuttha extended upto eighth
canto, the commentary of the eighth canto

1s an interpolation
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(7) m—Onental Institute, MS Unversity Barodo, No.
1837 Thus 1s 12 Sarada script and extended upto
the fourteenth verse of the seventh canto This
1s Laghutiki

(8) m—Bhandarkar Orenta! Research Institute, Poona
No 131 This 1s 1n Sarada script. It's readings
of the text of KS only are corporated
The following printed works are also utihised—

gam—Vallabhadeva’s commentary on Kumirasambhara
of Kalidasa edited with the help of only four
MSS 1n Sarada version by M S Narayna Murtt,
Weisbaden, 1980

n—Mallatha’s commentary on Kumarasambhava
of Kaldasa edited by Vasudeva Laxman Pansikara
Nirnaya Sagar, Press, Bombay, 1935
9 —Kumirasambhava—Prakasika by Arunagirmitha,
(between 12th and 13th century), edied by T
Ganapatt Shastri, published in Trivandrum Sanskrtt
Series 1913-14

ar —Kumiarasambhma-Vnarana by Narayana edited by
T. Ganapati Shastrs, published i Trivandrum
Sansknit sertes (both = and ar together as No
27,32 and 36) 1n 191314

an—Sisuhnaismt by Cantravardhana Poblished by
Gujarat Printing Press, Bombay 1988

@—The Kwmbrosombhma of Kahdasa edued by
Stryakanta, published by Sihitya Akademi, New
Delhs, 1962.
It became oboious during our research process

that the text of Vallabhadeva's commentary on
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Rumarasambhave had come down i two different
traditions viz Brhadtiha and Laghutika The Laghunka
15 the orgmal work of Vallabhadeva while Brhadtka
1s an enlarged version of the formerand most proba-
bly by some Jam scholar So 1t 1s not only advisable
but almost indispensable to use the MSS of both the
traditions Hence they are sclected accordingly The
microfilm of Newar: script obtamed from the Royal
Asiatic Society of Bengal, Calcutta 1s fully utihsed
whuie that from Berlin totally tallies with a manuscript
of the Oriental Institute, Baroda, 1s not noted sepa-
rately Many MSS of Brhadtika have not been rcfe-
rred to minimise prolixity

4 METHODS OF CRITICAL EDITION

The followmg methods are adopted for preparing
the critical edition of Vallabhadeva’s commentary on
KS of Kaludisa

(1) The base text gives only the pratikas of the
original text of KS Therefore the text of KS 1s given
following the 7, ¥ % 7 and ¥ MSS The varant rea-
dings of the KS from the text of Mallmatha (Nimaya
Sagar Press, Bombay, 1935) Arunagiri, Nariyana and
Cartravardhanpa and from the Dr Soryakaota'’s
edition of KS published by Sahitya Akademu are noted
to provide a comparative study of the oniginal text of KS

(2) In the commentary of Vallabhadeva all the
original words of KS are not given They are added
1n brachets This would help the reader to understand
the text with ease
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(3) The Sandhi between the original word of a verse
of XS and commentary is purposely avoided. The
occasional absence of Sandhiin commentary is adopted
in toto only to. remain faithful to the manuscript

(4) A sincere effort is made to trace the origin
of the quotations cited by Vallabhadeva and their
sources are noted in text or the foot note.

(5) The obvious mistakes of a scribe are corrected.
The satrés of Panini are completed even if, at times,
they are not cited fully in the commentary. Their
numbers are also added.

(6) The change of the order of words, compounded
or uncompounded words, or padapirapas arc not noted
as separate readings.

(7) The quotations from other texts are normally
given in inverted comas. Most of them are corrected
by referring to their original sources,

(8) The base manuscript at certain places, provi-
des us with altogether a different text. This is given
4s ART TwR-apard parampard in Appendix No. I1I.

. (9) In the rpargin of w-t manuscript certain addi-
tions or corrections are found. They are incorporated,
at times, in the text.

(10) In certain MSS the order of the verses is
c!langed. Such changes are obviously due to the neg-
ligence of a scribe. Hence they are not noted.

(11) The scr.ibe has, at times, witten =ium, sz U,
s s 7w to fill in the gap in the MS at the end of 2
verse ora canto. Such writings have been simply avoided.



SECTION II
5. LIFE OF VALLABHADEVA

Vallabhadeva 1s no exception te the general rule
that information about the Iife of Sansknit authors
or commentators 1s not availablc to any satsfactory
degree, since they are reticent about themselves

A perusal of the available warks of Vallabhadeva
makes 1t clear that his father was Anandadeva® He
calls hts father ‘the Sun shining 1n the sky of the
battle-field * In the colophon of his commentary on
Meghdita, he refers to his father as <Rajenaka-only
next to the king’ and to lmself as ‘Paramartha-
cihna’? This leads us to believe that his  father
Anandadeva was an important official i the govern-
ment of Kashmr of his trme and was well-known
as a brave fighter

Information about Vallabhadeva’s son and grand-
son 1s available too His grandson Kaiyyata wrote a
commentary on the Devifutaka of Anandavardhan mn
which he Tyefers respectfully® to his grandfather

1§07 Ra I qeaw
mifrRay W s qeswt sqan b
— TR ATTRHEF, Fewia, FETarET, 997 55, § 1Y
2 3f TERFA wrdfag W g
fagfee gmear |
Kalidasa’s Meghadwtawith the C of VD ed by E. Hultzsch,
London, 1911, p 58
3 zrmalsrmbamafasaal o
faeamreaatzyfa fmasedr
ayfrzln (Yowe) @us® A FRerm W)
orerdr a7 Wy drggTy 0 fe e seaaer,
w7 3
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Vallabhadeva and his father Candraditya. The date
mentioned 1 this colophon 15 4078 year of Kal 1e.
about 1077-78 A. D

Thus the hneage could be traced as follows *—

Anandadeva
Vallabhadeva
Candraditya
]

Kayyata

No further mformatton abaut the life of Vallabha-
deva 1s available However, we can draw some imfe
rences from the available commentaries of Vallabhadeva

Vallabhadeva 15 a master of classical Sansknt
grammar and 1s 1msistent on the correct use of language
That 1s why be does not hesttate to call some usages
of cven Kaldasa pramiidika— negligent. At certain
places the lapses 1n Kilidasa shown by lum have been
accepted without any comments even by learned
commentators like Mallinatha.

Though Vallabhadeva fearlessly criticises Kalidasa,
he cherishes great reverence for him # On one occasion

4 wfezwman 7 araEd am gy
afem ®eEA Xt {Am ) IwASFIAT Y —KSVD I-1

This verse 15 also available n his commentaries of Kalidasa’s

other works Even Mallinatha might have been 1nspired by this
verse, vide

mifemine aR) Ty, goEdt )

wgetsaar @@ fagaty g aAr -—KSMN intro
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he even refers to him as ‘Bhagavan™ He points out a
number of instances of Kalidasa’s creativity and
succesfully brings out the suggested meaning and the
deeper conotations of the great master and thus reveals
his unprecedented reverence for ‘Kavikulgurw’. His
humility makes him confess that possibly his criticisms
of Kalidasa might have been inspired by ‘Svatma-
prakhyari-lilasd’®. We might fecl that there are certain
orginal touches in his commentary, often his personal
prejudices are apparent, In a few places he even talks
in the first person” which is scarce in Sanskrit writing.
At one point he goes beyond the intention of the
author to suggest the greatness of Lord Visnu which
might reasonably lead us to believe that he was a
Vaisnavite.” Vallabhadeva’s versatility on @ number
of subjects is elaborated in a later chapter ‘Scholarship
of Vallabhadeva’. On the whole Vallabhadeva appears
to be a humble but a frank and outspoken person.

5. gaaflrpasft woaey FEwE 1-KSVD [1.g5

6. mfy Pradsemfa af=wwr wwgend )
FAMATREARAHAGENRISE . —KSVD 1 intro, verses

7. KSVD VIII-78



6. DATE OF VALLABHADEVA

In the edition of Vallabhdeva’s commentary® on
Ratnskar’s Vakrokupaiicafké Durgaprasid and Parab
refered to Kayyate’s commentary on Devtfataka of
Anandavardhana and point out that at the time of 1ts
completionie Kaliyear40781 e Laukia year 52, corros—
pondmg to A D 978, Kashmur was under the rule of
Bhimagupta? This Bhumagupta was the grandson of the
famous queen D1ddi and the time of his reign was
A D 975 to 9803 From this evidence normally scholars
assign the date about A D 925 to Vallabhadeva as
he was two generations prior to this Kayyata

On the evidence of Vallabhadeva’s commentary ont
Sisupalavadha Dr. E Hullzsch notes that Vallabhadeva
also wrote a commentary on Rudrata’s Kavyalamkar*
and his teacher was Prakiarvarsa Accordmg to
Hultzsch this Prakiarvarsa s, perhaps, the commen-
tator of Kwatarjumyam of Bhiravi to whom some

verses are attributed 1 Sanrgadharpaddhant and
Subhasitaval

Dr Hultzsch has prepared a Dist of quotations
found in Vallabhadeva's commentaries on Meghadute
and Swsupalmadha Most of the quotations are without
any reference to their authors or souces. Such quot-
ations-eight from the commentary of Meghaduta and

1 TR, 997 58, qZE9, § o103
2 See ‘Life of Vallabhadeva’ foot note No 3

3 See Dr Stuns tramslation of Kalhans's Rawararangim
Pt 1p 262

4 Meghaduta Ed L Hultzsch London 1911, Preface P Ix X
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thirty-two from the commentary of Stupalavadha -
clude quotations from Rigveda, Mahabharata, Kalidasa's
works, Bhagavad-gitd, Amaruka, Udbhata, Tantravir-
tka, Naginanda, Patuiypahmahabhiisya, Bhaiukivya,
etc  Hultzsch concludes that all these works and
authors belong to the period beforc A D. 900 %
Therfore the ter minus-a-quo of the date of Vallabhadeva
should be AD 900 Tiis indirectly supports the view
of Pt. Durgiprasdd and Parab referred to ecarher
that the date of Vallabhadeva 1s around AD 925
K.B Pathaka® and V. G Parafijpe” tried to con-
tradct this view Pathaka takes the grammatical comm-
ent of Vallabhadeva oa the word Zsa 1n KS 1-25 to be
reflecting the 1nfluence of Hemachandra and his defini-
tion of Parmata 1n Meghaduza 2, to have heen guoted
from Haldyudha. But S. K De summarly dismusses
Pathak’s arguments by saying that, ‘There 1s notlung
to show that these are the cases of real borrowmgs
or that these later writers did not themselves borrow
the passages 1 question from our Vallabhadeva’.®
According to Parafjpe the chronological order of
the names of Sthiradeva, Vallabhadeva and Asaha-all

c tors of Meghadita—mentioned by Janirdana®
5 Ibd P XI
6 K B Pathaka, Meghad: with C of Mall If ed

Poonz 1916 1otro P XIV-XX(

7 V G Paranjpe, Meghadsta with C of Sthiradeva DPoona
1941 rro Po XXVII-XXX

3 S K De, *Sansrit Poeties' Vol 1P 971

9 farasauareg(z)Fan smawaATEAifa |

srgotay afzdu freead aeadtog o

Meghadiita € of Janirdan Accordwne to P. K Gode
Janardan lived between 1195 to 1334 AD. Vide ‘Calcutta
Oriemtal Journal 1 199 T
2
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also indicates their chronological date. Vallabhadev.a
therefore, succeeds Sthiradeva But Pardiijpe’s view IS
also dismssed by R R, Deshapinde and T. K. Tope*®
who show that Vallabhadeva only passingly refers to
Meghadita as a Makikavya whereas Sthiradeva takes
the hint and marshalls eighteen arguments to surpass
the en-passant reference of Vallabhadeva, Moreover
Vallabhadeva 15 ot rigid about indicating the figures
of specch in Meghadita whereas Sthiradeva nvariably
discusses the figures, as 1f to prove hus superiorty
over Vallabhadeva.

The termnus—ad-quem of the date of Vallabhadeva
as decided by VD’s grandson Kayyata’s evidence mentio-
ned earher 15 not so far successfully contradicted by
any scholar Vallabhadeva, therefore, can very safely
beplaced 1 the first quarter of the tenth century AJD.

7. WORKS OTF VALLABHADEVA

Theodor Aufrecht’ mentions following as the
works of Vallabhadeva :

1 Kumarsambhavatka, mcluding the eighth canto

2. Meghadinagka

3 Raglmamiapaiyika

4 Vakroktipaichélapka

10. R. R. Deshapinde and T. K. Tope ‘Meghadita® with C. of
VD. intro. XXVIH

1. Theodore Aufrecht, 'Catalogus Catalogorum’, Reprint, 1961,
pt- I, p 555,
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5 Suupalavadhanka
6 Suryasatakankc

J H Vora has enumerated twenty eight Vallabh-
devas and has attnibuted seven commentaries to our
Vallabhadeva, seventh betng hus commentary on Devi-
satoka of Anandavardhana m the list of Aufrecht,

But this as we have already seen 1s not the work
of Vallabhadeva but of his grandson Kayyata The
mistake 1s perhaps due to Kayyata's mention of Valla
bhadeva towards the end of his commentary Valla-
bhadeva himsclf makes a meation of his commentary
on Rudrata’s Kayyalamkara i his commentary on
Swsuptlmadha TV-21 and V(=28 but so far not a single
MS of this work has been found Some stray verses
are attributed to VD m Subhasiaval: of another Valla-
bhadeva but 1ts editor Peterson 1s of the opinion that
‘there seem to be at least two Vallabhadevas, the co.
mmentator of that name and the compiler of our
anthology The commentator 1s the older writer *$

There 15 one more Vallabhadeva the commentator
of Kavnamsavarnana whom Pt Durgaprasad regards
to be 1dentical with our Vallabhadeva. But Bilhang 15
mentioned 1 Kaviamsavarnana, and therefore ity
commentator Vallabhadeva, commg 2s he must, after
Bilhaga, 15 obvicusly different from our commentator

Asregards Vallabhadeva’s works, the f ollowing are
available 1n printed form

2 1 H Vora, *‘Kavikavyakalakalpana No 132
3 Peter Peterson *The Subkasitavali of Vallabhadeva® Poona,
P 114
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1 Commentary (Pafjik@@) on the Vak roktipaiicaihd
of Rajanaka Ratnakara edited by Durgaprasada and
Kasimatha published 1n Kavamali pt 1, Bombay 1886,
on pp. 101-114

2 Commentary on Kalidasa's Meghadiia
(A) Ed E Hultzsch, London, 1911
(B) Ed. R. R Deshpande and T. K Top%
Jawhar (state) Bombay, second edition
1947
3 Commentary on Magha’s Suupailm adiia
(A) Ed E. Hultzseh, Leipzig, 1926
(B) Ed Anantardma Shastri, Haridasa Sanskrt
Granthamald No. 69, Banaras 1929
4 Stray verses attributed to VD 1n Sublisitialt
of Vallabhadeva. Ed. by P Peterson.

The following works of Vallabhadeva are avalable
only m MSS

(1) Saryamnidmi commentary on Saryaiataht
of Maytira

(2) Commentary on Kalidasa's Raglmamia

1t may beadded that Vallabhadeva’s commentary
on Kumirasambhaia 1s bemng printed here for the
first time 1 Tndia* This enitical edition 15 based on
Devanagary, Newari as well as Sarada MSS

4 Mr M S ™Nariyama Marti has edited Vallabhadevas

y on A bhava of Nalidisa Sarada rerssolt
and pubhished from Wiesbaden 1 1980




8. SCHOLARSHIP OF VALLABHADEVA

Traditionally our commentators were expected to
have a thorough knowledge at least of two sciences
of grammar and of dAlamk@resdstra  Vallabhadeva
15 certainly an erudite scholar of these two sciences
It 1s his mastery over the science of grammar that
makes him fearlessly label a number of usages of
KRalidasa as Pramadika He criticises numerous usages
of Kalidasa with support from Pamm Kityayana,
Patafijah and others It 1salso a proof of the sound-
ness of his criticism that maoy of his comments
have been accepted without contradiction or amend-
ments by a aumber of later scholarly commentators
like Mallinatha? On the other hand somc of his
crtical remarks have alse given mise to polemical
disc eg s ¢ t on the usage of the
word ‘Subkri’ KS V-43 Vallabhadeva 1s also well-
versed 1 another essential branch of the classical
learning the Alamharasistra His close familiarity with
Natyasisira of Bharata 15 evidenced by number of
quotations about, Namka Vet etc® His discussion
regarding figures of specch m many places and usages
Iike dhvanyaie to reveal suggested meanmg show hig
acquaintance with other works on aesthetics Hig
knowledge of classical Irterature can by seen i his
quotations from works like Swisupitlavadha® Kiaar.
gunpa* etc But of his sound study of classical
works, no better proof can be found than tis owp
commentaries on works like Meghaduta, Raghwamsa
Susupalasadha ete

1 8ee Chapter 10 Grammatical Discussions
2 KSVD VII 77 90

3 KSVD .72 Vv 38

4 KSVD I-1 V-4l
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Following the Indian tradition 1t 1s natural that
Vallabhadeva had studied the Vedic Literature In more
than one place he quotes from Vedic Literature® In
one place he refers to the systems of recitation like
Samhu@, Pada and Krama, to Vedas Rig, Sama,and
Yajus and to accents Udatta, Anudbtta and Saria
He has also quoted from Kathopamsad® but his
understanding of the principles of Upanrsads 15 best
revealed m the commentary on a portion of the
nvocation of Brahma by Gods m which Kalidasa has
so beautifully interwoven the tenets of Upanisadic
phlilosophy He has quoted number of verses from
Srimad Bhagmadgi@® Hys statement that the fire of
knowledge burns the fuel of action reflects one of
the basic maxims of Bg.® He has also shown hus
acquaintance with Samkyakarik of fsvarahpsma and
Yogasitras of Patafijalt while oft quottng them**
He discusses 1n detail the eight siddhs of yogadarsana
His reference to the three gunas and blutagriimas reveal
his deep knowledge of Samkya philosophy*? However

§ ‘7O 9 qd’ g 4 1+ —KSVD v4)
“aRIW A1 OT MARRAT wrw wfaafs’ wfa 1—KSVD VIII—42

‘TN = Far Frarg lexeaily sfy Afd 1—KSVD VIiI-4!
6 KSVD 1112

i qu qgat 1—KSVD V1114

8 mgRgIEa \—Bg VIII-18 KSVD I1-8
47 foafy T 1—Bg 11-23 and
= Tt 2taa,

I—Bg X1l 1 XS I-50
R RAW 1—Bg X-25 KSVD VI-67

9 AEASIE T WAy 1—KSVD 1H-5) Comparc By 1v-3
10 KSVD II-13, Tl-63, V17 Vi_75
11 KSVD V115

12 XSVD Vi3
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his definition of frasareny as that of paraminu clearly
shows s famibar'y with Vasesikadarfana but at
the same time 1t reveals that his learming 1s not
deep 1 1t 13

Among Smrt1 literature Vallabhadeva 1s most
familiar with Manusmrts as he often quotes from wt *¢
Refereaces to usages hike Krechrac@ndriyana show Ins
acquamtance with Smrh literaturc 5

The mention of Matsya Puriipa by name*¢ and us
references to a npumber of Pauramc stories m detall,
the sources of some of which are not even traceable,
reveal Vallabhadeva’s close knowledge of Pauranic
Iterature, Kahdasa’s desctipton of the city of
Ausadhiprastha 1n Himalaya gives him an opportunity
to demonstrate his kuowledge of the primciples of
architecture and hus references to Jalaguptt, Agmidur-
gana, Prakiragupn  etc show Iis erudition 1n
Arthasastra He also refers to Astrology at proper
places *7 He also knows a httle of musicology as
mdicated m his commentary.'® His usage of mew
words or unfamiliar synonyms surptises us by therr
beauty and aceuracy and exhibits is close study of
lexicography.

All these go to prove beyond doubt the gens
of the commentator who 1s as versatile as the master

13 KSVD II-11

14 KSVD 11-7, V-16

15 KSVD V.43

16 WSVD I-50

17 RSVD VIII-55, VII-6, see also I1-43
18 KSVD VI-40D



9. VALLABHADEVA’S PRECEDING
COMMENTATORS -

There 15 a strong belief that Vallabhadeva 15 2
pretty early commentator of Kalidasa Janardana, Mall-
natha, Gunavinayasiri, Cartravardhana and others
either refer to Vallabhadeva by quotng s name of
indirectly allude to him  Therefore the students of
Sanskrit literature generally believe that Vallabhadeva
15 the first commentator of Kalidasa, Scholars ke
Pararjape had unsuccessfully endeavoured to establish
that Sthiradeva had preceded Vallabhadeva. But the
students as well the scholars of Sanskeit hiterature did
not veer round this view On the contarary many

modern scholars have very congently argued m favour
of the precedence of Vallabhadeva over Sthiradeva.

On a perusal of the commentary of Vallabhadeva
on Kumtrasambhma we feel confident that there Were
commentators preceeding Vallabhadeva, The following
citations would be sufficient to bear out the hypothess:

1 @7 % anaw farrne Prigafen: mivdeda o wnts |
T. 7. -y
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10 Ffag argaeg, freveny faardd sfa B 1 § 30 -t
1, SFeTReswgeEY i Bfag) § g e’

Such innumerable references prove beyond doubt
that there must have been more than one commentator
on Kmarasaibhava of Kahdasa whose commentaries
were within the reach of Vallabhadeva But who are
these commentators ? So long as all the commenta-
ries are not available in print, it is not only difficult
but almost impossible to answer this questton. Envi-
saging the present conditions in Sanskrit Laterature, we
feel, this would remain an unsolved riddle mark for
somectime becausc nobody is gowng to print all the
commemaries on Kumérasambhma 1 the near future.

Vallabhadeva's case may be compared to that
of fankarﬁcirya; he 15 believed to be the first commen-
tator of Brahmasfitra, though he himself has refe-
rred to many commentators ltke Guha, Dravida, Tanka,
Bhartrprapaiica etc. But as their commentaries are not
available; Sankaricarya 15 regarded as adyabhiisyakara-
the first commentator; similar situation arises in the
case of Vallabhadeva, so long as the commentaries of
other commentators preceding him are not available
we shall have to continue to call him a-prior comm-
entator of Kaldasa Of course this problem, in our
humble opinton, awais further research.



10. VALLABHADEVA’S SUCCEEDING
COMMENTATORS

It would be nteresting to study the commentary
of Vallabhadeva m comparison with that of s
succeeding commentators. But 1t would be almost :
subject of a new thesis Dr Edwin Moehrke* obtain®
a Ph D degree by submutting a thesis on the ccmp‘“a‘;
tive study of the commentaries of Vallabhadeva ﬂ“d
Mallinatha on Kuniirasambhava So a brief account 0
a study, so to say of a comparision of Vallal'yhadtﬂ'ast
commentary with that of Mallinatha on KS will 70
be out of place here This 1s by no means a perfect
analysis of all the facets of the subject under discussion

Four commentartes on Kumirasambhava of Kall
diasa have been published uptil now—

1 Prakasika by Arunagirinatha

2 Vnarana by Nardyana

3. Swsulitaisin by cantravardhana

4 Saiybint by Mallinatha

The first two commentaries have been edited 12
the Trivandrum Sansknt Series No 27, 32 and 36 by
T. Ganapati Shastr1 1n the years 1913-14

The commentary by Cantravardhana was publt®
shed by Gusarat Printing Press, Bombay, 1 1898.

The commentary of Mallinatha on Kumdarasam®
bhava has been published by various scholars from

—_— .

1. Moehrke, Edwin  Vallabhadeva's comenter  zu Kaldisa$
Kumarasambhava (I-T) 1n  semem verhaluns zu andes®
commenterans yornehmlick zu dem des Malljnatha

—Wilzburg. 1933 XIV 735-Konigsberg, Phil Duss 1934
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many places Here a comparison 1s sought to be made
on the basis of the 12th editton of the commentary
of Mallinatha edited by Vasudeva Laxman Pansikar
of Nirnaya Sagara Press, Bombay, in 1935
Mallinatha has referred thrice to Vallabhadeva by

name 1n his cc tary on Kumdar bhava® He
also alludes to Vallabhadeva thrice by name m his
e tary on Swupalavadha of Magha® In addition

to this, 1t seems positive, that Mallinatha, by uswg
the word 3fwa-Kecut erther cites from or criticises the
commentary of Vallabhadeva Vallabbadeva, as we
know, was an erudite scholar of grammar and hence
Malimatha accepts many aphorisms and discussions,
as they are, given by Vallabhadeva * But these could
not be considered as positive cases of borrowing
Instances are not wanting where Mallinatha has refu-
ted the opimon of Vallabhadeva by citing quotations
from Vamana and others ¥ Whenever Mallindtha 1s
convinced of the validity of Vallabhadeva's criticism of
Kahdasa, he 15 incorporating 1t 1n his commentary
without any comments ¢ Many a tume he directly admuts
some quotations from other works as given by Valla-
bhadeva and saves his labour Or it may be that the
source book of both the commentators 15 the same
Putting aside this discussion about citing, following
or even borrowng, a comparison from a literary point
2 LSMN 135 I &, JV-16
3 Siwpalmadka with the com of Mallinatha T1-44, VI 28, VII-31
4 KNSMN IV-10, V~14 VI-6, VI-52 VI-59, VI-68
§ KSMN I-35,
6 Itd 1-35, 1v-31, V-61
7 geileTg gEATC | ‘grnait AT o fraserr daraa
wimfer gdw gfg a1 1bd HI-61
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of view will be interestng Let us have a concrete
example

T 3% Azfag @
FAlsgeT TrFgAgs |
an 5ot agaftaaras
ARTIAATRE 5y 1 5. 4kl

aar gafwaifz 1 (3=faer av) § fGeaw ) a9 @@ Q@ i
439 1 27 @ 9A (9% COFHNGT } IRGEAATAIITT a8 |
79 g -5 fro @9 (agaferanaw)  gramfdds T A
qeer @ gew ow Tee mw gashe ) afz @ ol fw SRR
Rtz anfa afaed A A gafaa (fagd) sfe a fgadt
wuafa 1 aEaedfe sewgar waTAiiEa 1 aa gawen fRT
sdifd 1 gar AafAcdafgaR 1 T a 4-gY

gif 0 3 Wfex av dferass e am g gRE T !
qEENAE-AT F9 1 walkad 1 9 g (remeneReae
T AR FAT + FeRmgwiHag-£7 aveEaedeRnlsd agarrd
m@d g 7 1 freadty 1 afages nzamsadag | afg @@
faar T U Al AR Ar A —RAIRGAr srarranfagfaadl T
faga 1 7 fg wfevairar T meagfowa v g 45

The compatison of these two commentaries would
leave no doubt that the commentary of Vallabha-
deva 1s more lucid and poetic There sounds a must
cal note in usage like waagan-Kramanaprarana He
tries to trace a specitic meaning from the words Jthe
fro—Aila and a9 maa-jatha srutam He uses a word
worsfrgasn-Haralabhaminartakm 1 his commentary
and this usage has definite suggestion to provide, 134
wa-mnarteham means one which brings bach, 0n¢
which gives bach We hnow that Parvaty has already Jost
her beioved Lord, her penance s to bring back her
fost love agatn  Moreover Vallabhadeva points out
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g

that Parvati refers to Lord Siva by a pronoun ag-tad
and not by name due to her bashful nature. Here
Vallabhadeva is reflecting the essence of our Indian
colture ssar gmuay-bashfnlness is an adornment of a
woman, Thus from the point of view of musical
credence and profoundity of meaning the comments on
this verse by Vallabhadeva are moie aesthetic than
those of Mallinatha,
One more such instance would net be out of
place here:
TH AT A R 1 g %-vR
a7 {3 {wrdeer) 9 wmn oA ORE g a9, oy
AIAAIRT YA | A @ AEd g A |3 @ q-¥y
R TEAAr W g oenfdld tw e wer awar
farae 1 . 7oy=¥R
Here we may ask 2 pointed question ‘who has
propetly understood Kalidasa, Vallabhadeva or Malli.
nitha 7 We know Parvati was permeated with devotion
and certainly not with eroticism. If we accept the
interpretation of Mallinatha the whole super structure
of the Indian cultore raised in the KS would get demo.
lished; Parvati has wfsm-devotion as Vallabhadeva says
and not wmx—eroticism as Mallinatha interprets,
Thus oumerous instances could be easily cited to
suggest comparitively better points in the commentary
of Vallabhadeva, Yet it wonld never be our attempt
1o cstablish that the commentary of Mallinatha is
totally inferior and hence worthless. On the contrary
these arc points on which one has to be mindful, But
in our hum‘b)c opmxon'Mallmatha‘s commentary ace-
upied a unique place simply becauge Vallabhadeva's
commentary was not available in pring,



SECTION III
11, NOMENCLATURE OI THE COMMENTARY

The colophones of the various MSS of the con
mentary of Vallabhadeva note different nzmes ©
this commentary such as Pafijka, Tua, Laghu—-{ka,
Brhad-Vallabhii, or vnpn ' Paipka 1s a name gves
by Vallabhadeva humself in the very beginning of the
commentary* T 152 common name applied to anY
commentary 1n Sanskrit Laghuhi—thus designation 18
given to the onginal work of Vallabhadeva wihile
Brhad-Vallabh@ or Brhadgh vs a namc paturally
attached to the enlarged version of the ongndl
commentary, Among all these nomenclatures, ¢
can, without any hesitatton conform to Paijikdt 25
1ts original name on the ground of internal evident®
of the text already cited above

Paipkis secmns 10 be a very popular style of com
mentary from olden times i India There exisis 8
Paiph@t on Pawum-$ihsz  Lalutavistara-Paiyihd amonB
Jaws and Tatha-Samgraha-Paiphs among Buddhas
are the tamous works Amarahosa has noted the type
of commentary known as Padpkz The definition of
Pafpihit 15 3 9T=ITGT OF ATTTI-reR—commentary ©

1 th gmoeeg wgera abetriEd grrnnmagartt
TRl W% W, o gmewd, i3 caafaer e
FFEL. A ) =3, o1 @ ekl aeaforfonat £0T
PRI TrRAmE—, | qpaeRnr @, tfr £07
Rt Al —n-t,

2. goft fagtsmife afeaer smezarad g — LSVD-T Introds
ctory verses no 3
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each and every word * Both these explanations give
the characteristics of PaipkZz as a commentary
explaimng each and every word of the ongnal text.
But Hemacandracarya i his Abludh@nacintGman: opines
quite contrary to this According to him the explan-
ation of only the difficult words 15 Paijihd ¢

A closer scrutiny of the commentary reveals that
Vallabhadeva’s Paipki does not follow the defimtion
given by Hemcandracarya but the other one found m
both the commentators of Amarkosa as statcd above,
That 1s why*Vallabhadeva has tried to explan practically
all the words of the text of XS Moreover he has
spared no pains 1n exther giving prose order of a verse,
or explanation of compounds or citmg quotations from
other works or giving Sutrads of Pamm He has tried to
parade his scholarship even 1n finding faults with the
worthy compositions of Kalidasa and with grace we
should note that he has succeeded in same cases too All
these facts clearly establish that Vallabhadeva’s
commentary 1s a gFwEerenr and not a fromeenen Hence
it 1s a Pafiprk@ 1 true sense of the term as described
by Amarakosa and 1ts commentatoss *

3 ww Sofew an aEe PETEsaR | TR 3ay-g,
afssst f7 dagg-amy?, mET, AT g /] ‘avess
smEl, eARda, § oYy

4 afowwr Rafesm—afamafararafn 3—-tee, T T gy
qual A afswar., safy, froards  qaf wafie
rerf (R FESERTATY 7T L, T for

5 Ramaframititi of Amarakesa bas tred to derive the word
Panjika as follows—
fesmtedisn L fafe e (33 7)) wdm-(ar q
-i~te1) SR @ ydRURMREIOmER, @ (@
§ y-~¥-y) frwaf ar 1 g ([mi R-33) growmen-
FRIANT, IHEHNDFT § ¥



12. LAGHUTIKA AND BRHADTIKA

First of all we notice a great divergence 1o the
style of Laghupha and Brhadik wiich pomts 0
their distinctiveness. The Laghuuk 1s a sort of Paiphd’
which according to the requirements of its one dcﬁnl_
ton explamns only the wost difficult words. Brhaduke
on the other hand, purports to explain every word
by first rsing the question and then answerng 1, the
style 3s wellknown 1n Sanskrit as Kathambhatind®

Secondly Brhadika incorporates the whole of
Laghunk 1n 1ts text without caring for the repetitions
¢ g. after explaimng fully the first stanza of the first
canto 1n Kathambhutint manner, the author of Brhat
(k& adds the whole of Laghunki: with the words
u9 A1 e @ — atha paijikavyakhy i syl This

natorally pre-supposes independent  existence O
Laghupka,

1 afsaF ggaleas —Ywwg, sfrmafaamtn 3-gee S0%°
regard 1t as qFeTzAler of ff YquaayEqr sce @ foot A
10 3 in previous chapter
¥ 9da sawar i afa | 5 fnten weq afcrsr quir 810
o dor afclt 355 1+ mft gag 1 venfr o B fafif !
weafa Wamarlt (7 3w wnaby wenfr setede 1
fafaeer afeity | qaufesar 1 a7 afy o &) Snuic fead @70
Fefafasd 30 1 Qgzer 1 g5z gmaw o v ogoR 1 @ET
a7 = X dovg adfder 1 iy %5 1~ wenft 1 fefrfae!
wakd, Wt fawwr Gar e mela ey frad ard O
MW, wealha T w@a@R wafq | qqew  AETIT
FemrmIEAlEl 1« mEdws dfeges 1 gy B!
= ER AN zuaf fedy afy 1 Trivhing B0 0 @@ T
& Agza afing QgRdr _KsvD BT 13
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Furthermore the introductory portion of the Brha-
dtikai mentions m detail the legendary story about
Kildasa It also establishes Kumar as a Mahikavya
gving relevant quotations from the Kavyilamkira of
Rudrata Howcver these two ponts are not to be
found m Laghutika All this testifies to their distinct
authorship

It will not be out of place here to examine the
drawbacks and ments of Brhadukd The Brhaditka has
made deliberate addstions As for instance 1n Kumar
6-75 the Laghutikd just enumerates the names of
Siddlus ke Anynit, Mahima etc The Brhadtika quotes
one full verse for it.® Sometimes Brhadukd changes
certain words for the purpose of alliteration etc ¢ In
the Brhaduka are found numerous new readings and
discussions which do not find a place 1n Laghutika.

A crtical evaluation shows that the many quota-
tions 1n Brhadtika are either redundant or 1rrelevant 1n
the context. At times we feel that the author of the
Brhadtika exposes lus own ignorance by such addi-
tions which are only meant to parade his pseudo
scholarship To illustrate .

The verse I-36 of Kumar poetically desenibes the
thighs of Parvat: Where as Brhadtka quotes a yerse
which has no rclevance because 1t refers to the breagts
and not to the thighs ®

3 sforr wfest 3 afon shar aar
§fomr w afie @ Wi wEd ¥ 11 —KSVD BT yigs
4 wn G R FETORT s —KSVD LT vi1_70
§q §C g FTWIORI . . —KSYD BT viI-70
§ wdes Tzemar mdvi T qRle< )
\i\mﬁ WA IS 3 e, 1y ~—KSVD BT 1-36
3
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Sometimes discrepancics tn Brhaduki are quite
palpable It gives six names of the arrows of Kimadeva
and 1n the end totals them as five * Its matbametics
seems no better than 1ts discrepancies when 1t states
paicabiuh hulakan for the six verses of Kumar (1ll-
45 10 50) 1n the description of Lord Shiva 1n medita-
tion Sometimes the readmngs of Laghutiki have been
tempered by Brhaduka without any justification In
Kumar 1I-3, though the Brhaduka? has modified the
word caturmukhtit as Janardan@ 10 accordance with
Visnusahasranama®, amendment 1s not correct 1n the
context of the original text of Kumir which glortfies
Lord Brahma

In spite of these flaws Brhadtki has 1ts own
mertts which deserve special mention Kalidasa 1s 2
master artist of Vyaijana and this Vyasijana has been
rightly and refreshingly explamed at certamn places
by Brbadtiki One cxample will suffice to show its
ment The word Punareva m Kumar V-65 suggests,
according to Brhaduka that ‘though you had married
Lord Siva 1n your previous birth as a daughter of
Daksha, 15 1t not enough that you desire him agan 2"°
Some discussions of Brhadtikia really add to the

6 T MRATNIFAMGATTANGIARM G/ |
—KSVD BT 1I-66
7 3u wmaly fA@ARaEd 9T )
—KSVD LT 113

gz wrarln faaRdTEd IARAT ¢

—KSVD BT JI-3
8 See Visnusohasranama-13%
o wRg qafad Tl o wwsly 2ugar A 33 qfedar 83 A vakaq |
—KSVD BT V-65
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reader’s information,'® The method of Brhadpka
at times, does provide uws, with noteworthy and
delightful quotations.**

Thus in spite of its prolixity there are points of
high literary merits in Brhadika which could provide
sufficient material to a scholar for its critical study.

13, JAIN AND NON-JAIN WORKS

Tnternal as well as external evidence enable us to
conclude that the author of Laghutika, Shri Anandade-
vayani Vallabha is a Kashimri brahmin, wellversed in
brahmanic traditions. The author of the Brhadtiki on
the other hand, is likly to be a Jain scholar, who
more or less follows the style and tradition of the
great versatile genius Hemcandricarya. Let us
cxamine in detail this point.

(iy The MSS of Brhadiyika commence geperally
after praying an obeisance to the Jain God, while
those of Laghuuka begin with prayer of either God
Ganesa or Sarasvaty, the geddess of learning.

(ii) On some of the MSS of Brhadttka the word
Jaimm is found to be written while on some of MSS
of Laghutika the word Anyamanya is mentioned,

(iii) The style of the Bihadtika is quite differept
from that of the Laghupka. This point has heeq
discussed at length in.the previous chapter,
erﬂ T ¢ AT~

TR 39 3T wEdd gar 9w

wymw fy wow anfor faded g —KSVD BT 13
1 FEle gradar rend axfind )

e zafmmimfmomiaia. n —KSVD BT I11-9
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(1v) The style n the Jain works has been adopted
m the Brhaduka To 1llustrate, 1n the fifth canto
the phrase “Jatilo Vakt® has been repeated 1n cvery
verse when the Brahmacir speaks Simlarly the
words ‘he dvijottam’ have been repeated where Sakht
speaks This peculiarity reminds us of the style of
the Jan work Uttaradhyayana-sutra wherem ‘¢
Goyama’ 1s an oft-repeated address

(v) Laghutka extends upto the canto VIIT while
Brhaduika ends at the canto VII This clearly mdica-
tes that the Brhaduka has been composed keepmg®
view the Jain monks for whom the erotic descriptions
of the 8th canto are purposely pruned away

(v1) Whenever there 1s any word ora compound
having an erotic sense or nuance Brhadtika observes
silence about it In Kumar VII-24 there 15 a reference
to the ‘budding breasts of Uma’ which has not been
commented upon by Brhadtika

{vn) The denivation of words, at times, 15 explam'd
by Brhadtika with the help of Siddhahaimaprakry?
of Hemacandracarya, whereas at same places Laght
uka quotes from Astadiy@yr of Panim One tiust@
uon would suffice The word naga of Kumar. I-1 #
explamned by Brhadtiki as— wsala zfr #m aadf0 9
s0aq rard Aneariffy ar Ar~am gema} waq: ( ansxifai !
1a gacchantt 1t nagdh, anyatop: ca dapratyaya, danubd-
adhe nagasy@prenm: ya naga—aga iyetau bhavatak
nogo apraram va Here the sutra ‘nago apﬁimmm' 8
from the Siddiah prakryya-while , FTATEAN
nago  apramm  anyatarasyém 1s the stitea found 10
Astadipays of Pamm (VI-33-77)
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Thus 1t can be safely concluded that the author
of the Laghutiki 1s a scholar steeped 1 the Brahmantcal
tradition. On the other hand there are reasons to
believe that the author of Brhaduka is not only a Jain
scholar but a Jamn monk too, as he bas purposely
1gnored to comment on canto VIII and the erotic por-
tion of the text

14, THC METHOD OF VALLABHADEVA’S
COMMENTARY

Though apparently the methods of all the comm-
entators appear to be similar there 15 always a touch
of oniginality 1n each onc of them A commentator,
also, 1n one sense, 15 a creator While evaluaung the
commentary of Vallabhadeva we shall try to keep
this 1 view

I ANVAYA STYLE

Since an epic is composed of verses it would
naturally be obligatory on the commentator fo ex-
plan this poem verse by verse. Vallabhadeva also
satisfies this minimum cxpectation by commenting
on Kumirasambhaia verse by verse, Occasionally, when
the situation demands he strings together two or
more verses But these are rare instances
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It 15 only natural that individual sloka should be
arranged m its prose order (amaya) Val]abhadcvﬂd
does this At the sametime he explams c;e‘r’)é “s/::n

onyms This 1s why, as we ha
ﬁ:‘;lzgxﬁrs)esnyt’;ryn lyS called Pangika of the Sakala Pade-
Vyakhya type The fact should be obwvious 10 ﬂlg
casual reader of the commentary An example wou
not be out of place here

FAFTATgITRS gaziﬁtarqu::af:aqa | .
¥g TadfEiteafmgueiy qad ofim I %

wdfzatienty 1 aw  daifremE (&f zagyram) 5“’;
faTrata (gaaa ) sam (afgena) feal zacna (3799) ﬂ’“‘)
(Fg) afma (@vdfesd dgr) Presdfescere (@Y
frewar (few) agam (30 37) Twdggfen gua sguis | 77
faad % a2 zafawgmn | amsardfr ot w1

The change of the order of the words het™
svacetovikrieh and sasarya drstin of the verse 1n commen
tary would confirm our observation about his am®é
method He 15 the oldest commentator of Kalidasa t0
adopt this method

2 GRAMMATICAL DISCUSSIONS

We are treating 1n a separte section Vallabhadeva™s
discusston on grammatical pomts By quoting a n““}ber
of times the authonities of Panini, Kutyayana, Pataijal
this scholarly grammanan, commentator more ofted
than not, passes judgements on grammatical usages O
Kalidasa either by certifying them as nyizyya where B
approves of them or by fearlessly criticising them 85
pramadajah  prayogah or pramadikal where he finds
them grammatically faulty
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3 METERS

It would be tautologous to say that epics provide
a wide scope for the use of a variety of meters
The commentary 1s paturally expected to cxplain the
meters, Vallabhadeva do ot fall short of thuis Genrally
he indicates the meter mn the beginming of every canto
and takes note of the change of meters towards
the end of the canto He, m KwmBrasambhava 1-1,
mentions that the canto I 1s composed m Upajat: meter
with varietics of Indravayrd, Upendravapa, Akhyamka
and Viparuiikhy@nika, while the meter of I-60 1s Malim
The meter of the canto IX 1s 4nusiubh but he calls it
pathyavaktra a particular veriety of the former, II-64
15 Mghnt In the beginmng of the canto IIT the meter
15 noted to be Upajat: and the change to Vasantatilakn
1 1I-75 and Malni m [1[-76 15 alsoduly pomnted out
by Vallabhadeva Canto IV according to Vallabhadeva
1s composed 10 Vautgliya ardha-samavrtta which 1s not
different from Vipogini of Mallinatha IV-45 1s Vasa-
atatilaka and 1V—46 1s Puspitogré At the begmning of
the canto V, 1n the basic text indications about meter
are mussing but this lack 15 completely made up 1n
7 w and 7 MSS by adding that 1t 15 m Vamiastha
however change to VPasanlatiloks 1 V-85 and 86 1s
noted Similarly the Aunsiubh meter of canto VI 1s
not noted but the change to Puspuigra n to VI-95
15 mentioned The note about the meter of contp VII
also 1s missing and added by @ MS by notmg the
metre to be Upajatt Agamn the change to Mahm 1n
V11 93 and 9415 noted. The meter Rathoddhatd 1n canto
VIII and change to Malmt 1 VIII-9] are both poted.

A lttle careful study will reveal that Valjabha-
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deva mentions and explains all the meters used
by Kalidasa i Kumirasambhava without repetetions
and change

4 ALLITERATION

The commentator Vallabhadeva show fashes 0{
ceativity 1n his style A comscious effort of verba
alliteration 1n the prose of his eommentary 1s evident
every now and then eg while comenting of Kumara
sambhara IV-64 he says—

% fesan ! g1 cqur qa qddaat

4y WA 9N I AEGATHUNGT AN |

Here 1n the first sentence he bas used phoneme
a-la seven times while the Yamaka i Kramana praras
15 obvious Another example 15 VII-6

Fat B ggF afen aqacdfiTar Sfmadfs mgeaiE !
Here particale & Va 1s repeated for not less thad
s1x times
5 VERBAL MELODY

The verbal melody of Kalidasa 1s normally not
aa end 1n 1tself More often than not 1t leads to sOM€
deeper meaning Vallabhadeva 1s able 1o pownt this
out m a number of places, by providing more than
one explanation e g

(1) Bfd 2@ (KS 11-12) =raeafy wies gusd Al

il wmgambm wmgneaidal )

() =981 (kS VI-22) wwewmas sreeds adda a1t

At places Vallabhadeva gives synonyms which
are probably better i expressing the mntended meat
g of Kalidisa eg he explams the word Palasint!
(Rwmitrasambhara T11-29) by Palasa-korahant ot Vano-
sthaliném by Aenana-tanam The propriety of the
latter synonym will be obvious when we remember that
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the original is refering to nakhaksata and the reference
to any classical lexicon would make it clear that fata™
is also used for curves of the female figure. In fact
the use Kanana-tainém improve upon even the original
Vanasthalinam, While commenting on Kumirasabhriava
IV-33 his style is more musical in %37 a7 ¥ wis
faam fasia’, his use of the word shghw ie. daae w3
qeqem: Siga: fills the word with deep suggestive meaning.

6. FIGURES OF SPEECH

Vallabbadeva might not have been exhaustive in
his treatment of Almikras but it is important to note
that he never misses any significant point in their use.
His knowlege of the science of rehtorics is of course
unquestionable. His commentary on the very first
verse of XS includes a technical and scientific discu-
ssion of the relevant Alamkara. In confirmation of the
famous statement 9w Ffawger we might note here
his excellent attempt explaining Upami in XS VII-73

gETaar: @ wgead Fel rera"rertaﬁam.

A TG LI L

¥ g% fravguawge afend. soqfifs swieie @a ) 79
sanfad: afafeul seizafevdivale: gga: deaw dod ) agad
e, | grmlasama Matb dar sqreedtnr oo grem
fagsar: 1 fred gfa awifor o

or see

G AL, AATEA, YW QA —KSVD VI2

His explanations of Utpreksa, Arthantaranydsa are
also equally enlightening. Particulay noteworthy are
his attempts to explain in detail the passages which
contain more than one Alamkara*.

1. KSVD 1V.43
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We must note his over shooting the target 1t
commenting on KS III-28 where finding Kaldasas
Arthantaranyisa deficient Vallabbadeva becomes the
poet and rewrites the hine to give two types of Arath-
anataranyasa by Sadharmpa and Vawdhormya It

undoubtable that his metrical compositions m question
are faultless

Vallabhadeva’s creative abiluy 1s evident when
he employs new figures of speech 1n order to explan
the deeper meanings of Kalidasa’s verse eg whie
commenting on KS VIII-66 he says—

TR ¥ A9 FrRRasE A g FFA-ARG |

Another example would be KS II-11 where he
adds two Upamus of his own

A o ifaaa gy & TAFIIAIY WA
7 VALLABHADEVA CONNOISSEUR IN SUGGESTION

An another chapter viz ‘Vallabhadeva Connoisseur
m Supgestion’ 1s devoted to discuss the abillly of
Vallabhadesa n bringing out the suggested sense 0
verses of Rumiarasambing
8 USE OF UNFAMLIAR WORDS

Vallabhadeve many times employs, out of the way,
words which would be difficult to comprehend with-
out the help of 2 dictionary This method, no doubt,
reveals the vase vocabulary that the commentator had
at his command and gives us an idea of the nichness
of the Sansknt language At times the salient feature
of the warks of Kundisa are also brought out by
tus method. We shall consider a few of them

1R R wdtpmgad (KS 111-9) 15 explamncd as
TEgi Ty (KSVD 1IT-9) by Vallabhadeva
Here to create an albteration with aalag-praiamitd
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a rather unfamiliar word gmes~priatka for am-bina is
used by Vallabhadeva.

(2) InXSVD III-10 ug, e=a1 and a1es dhanu, dhanva,
and dhanuska are used to denote a bow.

(3) In KSVD [1I-12 Vallabhadeva surprisingly
enough derives a word warq-bhavan from a rootwr diw
bha-diptan and assignes a meaning dseit—*full of luster
to it.

(4) memafa malimupaninye of KS IHI-25 is ex-
Plained by rather an unfamiliar explanation like
vz fastas waleae, dhaukanikartham adhaukayat by Valibha-
deva, gwa-dhaukana according to the dictionary means
‘an offering or present.’

(5) Tn KS VII-53 a word a7 tatra is explained by
Vallabhadeva as frwrd-miéante The dictionary meaning
of the word famean, nifantam is ‘a house, habitation or
dewellig’. The use of the word fwa—nifdinta in this
meaniig is not frequent, of course, Kalidasa himself
has used it once 1 RV XVI-40.

(6) Vallabhadeva’s employment of such unfamiliar
words no doubt idicate lus scholarship and helps to
bring out the hidden meaning in the works of Kalidasa
e¢.g a word &' sak/in is explained by him as
wafismen gupanikayid. 1o the Maheswari commentary
of Amurkola the word Frsm mikdya is explaiged ag
gafor gxedgar g Sadharmindm ekadharmavatam sama..
hah. Here, we cansee that the true sense of 1he word
w&l sakla is vividly brought out by the commentator.

9. QUOTATIONS BY VALLABHADEVA

In Vallabhadeva's commentary we come across
many citations from different works in support of
the interpretations offered.
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Vallabhadeva often quotes from the Astadiyajt
of Pamim 1n order to point out the faulty usage of
Kahdasa Attumes Varukis of Katyayana or sentences
from Mak@bhisya of Patafyali are also cited to support
or criticise Kalidasa Moreover Vallabhadeva cties
from the scriptures ike Vedas, Upanisads, Purina, Ma
nusmrtr, Mahabhirata, Gua, Matsyapurina, Natyasasird
Srsuphlmadha, Kirdtfrjuniya etc Vallabhadeva has often
quoted from the lexwcons Brhaduka mentions the
name of a lexicon as foassraawter-Visyaprahaiandma-
mala which 15 not available in prnted form These
quotations are 1ndicative of the versatile genwus of
Vallabhadeva These citations do help us to understand
the oniginal text and do provide us with an opporte-
nity for a comparative study This method of citing
numerous quotations from relevant texts shows that
our commentators were adept 1n comparative studies

10 METHOD OF DISPUTATION

Disputation was a rogury—a playful mischief 10
the field of Indian learning from the ancient times ItS
seeds could be casily traced up to Brahmanis and
Nuvhta by Yaska It 1s also found 1 Upamsads Tt
reached 1ts culmination 1n the works of great Acfirys
hike Safilaracarya, Ramanujicarya, Vallabhacirya etc
This method was often adopted 1n the field of literary
criticism or commentarics

Vallabhadeva shows hus ability 1n this field also The
very first verse of KS provides him 2 field to parade
hus scholarship in thisrespect where he has spared no
pams to estabhish by disputation the final meanng
of word w@-na Vallabhadeve's style has become
quite conspicuous There are many such places where
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the commentator has naturally attained considerable
height in discussion, KSVD II1-33, III-65 and VI-39
are specially noteworthy in this connection. In one
of such discussion Vallabhadeva hasreverently called
Kalidasa a wiaw weasai- Bhagavin Kavykarii-the god
creator of the poetry. These disputations are of a
proof of Vallabhadeva’s ability in argumentation,
critical acumen and dignified style. This leads us to
believe that Vallabhadeva must have studied thoroughly
the works of such disputations.

In conclusion we cansay Vallabhadeva hascorrectly
explained the meaning along with its suggestions of
the verses of* Kum@rasambhara pointing out the syntax,
delving deep into grammatical knotty points, explain-
ing figures of speech and meters admitting the impor-
tance of alliteration and melody which is pleasing to the
cats, In achieving this Vallabhadeva has adopted the
disputative method, quoted numerous citations and
employed the unfamiliar words tco. So without any
hesitation we can conclude that to interpret the
poctic genius of Kalidasa, a king among the poets in
Sansknt literature, Vallabhadeva is a prince among
the Sapsknt commentators,



15 VALLABHADEVA- A CONNOISSEUR IN
SUGGESTION

Suggestion 15 regarded as the soul of poetry 1x
Sansknt literature and Kaliddsa has been endowed
with the sobriquet ‘Dlsamswanu—rmaster of sugge-
stion’ In the power of suggestion Kalidasa has no peer.
This master artist accomplishes with a few suggestive
touches what other poets would fail to do evea thro-
ugh elaborate discourses A commentator who fails to
bring out the power of suggestiveness i the compo-
sitions of Kalidasa would hardly be recognised as a
worthy commentator Hence one of the primary fun-
ctions of any commentator, worth the name, would
be to elucidate and explain the suggestions that abo
und m the works of Kalidasa Judged by this criterion
Vallabhadeva proves to be a true commentator of
Kalidasa as he has brilliantly brought out the sugge-
stive power of a word, a compound or a verse, He
may thercfore be regarded as onc of the brightest
stars 1n the galaxy of the commentators on Kahdisa
Let us cxamine, here, some of them 1 detail

After Sati abondoned her Iiffe m a sacnfice per-
formed by Daksa, Lord Siva remained m soltude
without a consort Vallabhadeva, while explammng this
situation, remarks that, ‘due to love for Parvatl he
1 e Lord Siva observed continence!’ This statement
reveals Vallabhadeva’s ability to dertve instantly what
RKanadsa seeks (o suggest throughout the enfire poem
In ordinary circumstances love must find fulfilment in

1 {memwgd|) 99 wares (fRyreey ) dhgaftrar & (et
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marriage, and physical union and carnal pleasures ate
regarded as part and parcel of Iife But we know
that the viston of Kalidasa 1s neither so blinkered
nor so shallow On the contrary, it expounds the
extra-ordioary life motives which are beyond the ken
of Knowledge Siva, the god of gods-Mahadeva-ob
serves celibacy due to love, may for the time bemg,
sound self-contradictory to the ears of ordmary mor-
tals but 1 the wider perspective of Kalidsa's vision
of hfe and love 1t 1s enurely a valid and lofty thou
ght True or platome love, according to Kalidasa,
never confines stsclf to carnal pleasures and sexual
indulgence but 1t mamnfests itelf in the unon of souls
The physical has hardly any role to play m such
purified fuston of souls. Such glorious 1dealism has
been succinctly suggested 1n this pithy comment of
Vallabhadeva and 1t commands our spontaneous
admiration

SUGGESTIONS IN THE VERSE

In the commentary of Kumirasambhaa Vallabha-~
deva has, often endeavoured to explatn the suggested
sensc of an entire verse To wit when the seven sages
came to the king of the mountains, Himilaya, ac
messengers from Lord Siva, with the proposal seeking
the hand of Parvats for Swva, Parvatt bashfully loohed
downwards and counted the petals of a lotus 1p her
hand Vallabhadeva brings out the suggestion under-
lying the situation Pasvati by her blush indicates the
intensity of her earenest desire to be unmited with her
love ? Being an Indian woman the sense of bashful-

2 (nmavna) airafefs mzu\‘wnmlrmmfa-rqm 1
—KSVD VI-34
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ness 15 natural to her, yet her longing manifests tteself
A very delicate moment 1n the love-relationship has
been very suggestively portrayed by Kalidasa and
indicated by Vallabhadeva with astuteness and char-
ming simplicity

The aphoristic style of Kalidasa 1s known for its
hughly suggestive power. Vallabhadeva writes a sort
of bhisya 1 e, dwells elaborately on 1t and thereby
fully satisfies the sympathetic rcader To quote a0
example when Lord Swva expresed his longmg for
Parvaty, the seven sages who were always embarrassed
by their marred status cast away their own shyness
This 1s explaned in detail by Vallabhadeva® At times
to make the suggested sense 1n the verse exphcit the
commentator assumes the role of a poet and expré
sses the ymport of a verse 1n a poetic manner *

THE SUGGESTIVE POWER OF WORDS

It1s said that €1f one cuts the word of Shake
speare 1t would bleed” One can equally say ‘cut the
word of Kahdasa and 1t would die * Even if someone
substitutes a synonym for a word used by Kalidasa
the entire spiit or dimam—suggeston would evapo
rate, for Kildisa’s words are often loaded wilh
deeper meanmngs Vallabhadeva repeatedly tries to
bring out the underlying sensc of the words of Kali-
dasa at many places To illustrate the word bha)?

3 ¥ g Mo wgafor @i wdq sfimar sy | agEast
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15 employed for Parvati by Kalidava. Oae famous
meaning of the word 15 Prafastalaksana saszan-full
of commendable qualities’ Vallabhadeva while noting
this meaang, explams i1t as ‘one who deserves Lord
Swva’ * Herc a hint regarding the future of Parvaty is
also dropped by the commentator 1n his unique style
Sucismuii-a lady with a pious smile’ 15 an epithet
used by Kahdasa for the heroipe when she was pra-
ctising paicBgnuaps  Here Vallabhadeva ponts out
a possible meaningful suggestion ‘she did not feel
fatigue while observing harsh austerities ** Parvatt was
mimint which according to the suggestion read mto
it by Vallabhadeva denotes the determinition of
Parvat1 to win over Siva

Vallabhadeva puts forth the significant suggestion
by giving a numerical sense to the word padma which
also means hundreds of billions 1mplying aptly there.
by the prescnce of countless lotuses on Himalaya,
the god of mountains.®
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Vallabhadeva resorts to a special method of poit-
ting out sugpestions by ending various statements
with the word wkiih,’° This method of gleaniog new
meanings from a word or a group of words indicates
the ability of our ancient commentator in under-
standing and interpreting the writer successfully.

SUGGESTIONS UNDERLYING THE INDECLINABLES

In Sanskmnt literature, indeclinables like-ca, var, i,
hi, etc are generally utilised to fill in the gaps in
metrical compositions. They have hardly any specical
meaning to convey. But Kalidasa’s magic pen invests
even these grammatical indeclinables wuh special
weallh of suggestions, This is brought out fully in
the commentary by Vallabhadeva. This could be 2
topic for an independent research paper. Here a few
examples would serve to show Kalidasa's skill :

() fror wymagaand, 1 gm0 gfar qm ank.d
g | ' =fA waETud ¢ -KSVD I-50 () aglaasmeiammiaT

10 () fanrerersr w fegafafa mdleedlfe  —KSVD 1-1
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From the above examples 1t 15 evident that the
commentator has fully grasped the meaning mtended
by Kaldasa This power of perceving the under-
lying deeper meaning reminds me of a couplet by
Jonathan Swift—

‘As learned commentators view,

In Homer more than Homer knew”*!

11 Jonathan Swift, —'On Poetry’ 1, 103, }77



16, GRAMMATICAL DISCUSSIONS

Commentators on Sanshrit literature should be
well-versed in allied branches of learning Such was
the tradition among the ancients. Mallinatha, as he
claims, was quite comversant with the gramman
Tantra, Nyaya, Yoga and Vaiiesiha philosophy.? Valla-
bhadesa also cqually, 1if not more, conversant with,
then prevalant various branches of learning. This has
been already pomted out 1 the chapter ‘Scholarsh?
of Vallabhaderva® Here we intend only to discuss
his evaluation of Kilidasa based on grammar.

Pamimi cnjoys the supreme positron of chicl g
mmarian 1 Sancknit language. Vallabhadeva cites
about 75 to 80 aphonsms from the Astadiyapt of
Pan i in his commentary?. Vallabhadeva mentions the
name of Katyayapa, a well-hnow 1aruka writer 18
grammar and many times quotes his aruhds'
Moroever quotations from the Dhiuupagha of Pamal
are frequently used by Vallabhadeva to support OF
discuss the dervations of various words used by po¢t

1 @9l oA RITImE=T  daa6-
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Kalidisa At one place Vallabhadeva cites a quotation
which 15 found 1 Kafika*

Vallabhadeva was an erudite scholar of grammar
and hence masisted upon meticulous care about gra-
mmatical accuracy So whenever he found any laxity
1 the diction of Kalidasa he, withont any hesitation
plamly condemns 1t, ‘This 1s due to the negligence
of the poet’ ¢ g

(1) fisa an erroneous from 15 the outcome of
the poe’s neghgence® Mallinatha has noticed this
and tried to defend Kaldiisa by quoting from Sakata
yana and Vamana® Bot modern scholars acknow-
ledge that Vallabhadeva 1s grammatically correct

(2) The word uccayak has been wrongly employed
by Kaliddsa 7 Vallabhadeva supports his wview with
an aphonsm of Pantni—a final authority in this respect
Mallimatha while quoting Valiabhadeva, accepts the
views of the latter without any reservation®
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(3) The word subhru 15 used inaccurately by
Kalidasa. This opinion of vallabhadeva has given tst
to a good deal of controversy among the later scho-
lars hke Mallinatha, Caritravardhan etc ®

(4) The use of the word &ha to denote the sense
of the past tense by Kalidasa 1s, according to Valla
bhadeva, an evidence of the poet’s carelessness '

(5) When there 1s a description of the past along
with the use of the words yBiar and f@vat, a form of the
past tense should have been employed but Kalddsa's
use of caranti a form of the present tense 1s faulty
In support of his views Vallabhadeva cites an example
from Sidup@lavedha of Magha !

(6) Prarthayadhvam and prarthapadhve these tw0
are the varants Vallabhadeva 1 lus own way decides
the correct reading on the basis of grammar.*?

Let 1t not be supposed, however, that Vallabha-
deva 1s seriously bent only on finding fault with Kalidasa
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Olten he approves of Kalidasa’s usages and corrobora-
tes them with the help of his knowledge of grammar.
To quote some of the examples—

(1) The use of future tense by Kaliddsa to denote
the present is justified by Vallabhadeva by giving
more than oge example in support.’?

(2) Is the use of the word mangala, in the sin-
gular in the first linc and the plural in the second
line appropriate ? This question is raised by Vallabha-
deva and he himself has given an opinion in favour
of Kalidasa that the collective use of the word is
correct in the context,**

(3) Karaka vibhakti is more powerful than Upa-
pada vibhakii, citing this famous dictum of grammar
Vallabhadeva corroborates the usage of Kalidasa. He
cites, here, other examples too.??

(4} Many times Vallabhadeva specifies the genitive
case of sambandha ot anadara.*®

To put the record straight it must he recognised
that Vallabhadeva though well-versed in grammar, has
committed some lapses also. His explanation of the
word bhudhara is grammatically untenable*” His
derivation of the word yajy@ is also not grammatically
accsptables. But such lapses are few and far between
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and hence pardonable Kalidisa humself has mamtaimed
that one blemish gets merged 1n a heap of virtues
Just as a dark spot 1n the moon 1s ontshone by 1if
countless rays *°

17. VALLABHADEVA'S CRITICISM OF KaLIDASA

Every cnittc 1s supposed to have his own norms
or standards of comparison for the evaluation of 2
literary work Vallabhadeva certamly does not Jack1?
this ability but the problem 15 whether his standards
have been uble to measure the creative ability of
Kahdasa Here a brief note on Vallabhadeva’s criticist
of Kalidasa 1s given 1Its impartial evaluation willbe
found 1n the next chapter !

(1) In the first versc of the first canto of Kumard
sambhava Vallabhadeva has discussed at length the favlt
of a breach of syntax (Fraswwiiiv) He has also deal!
with a problem 10 the use of figures of speech ether
be 1t upamii or utpreksa

(2) Gods do not wink, then how did the God
Indra mduce his precepter by a wink of thousand
eyes This problem 1s raised by Vallabhadeva and
he has defended Kalidasa by saying that the winking
of eyes depends upon the will of the gods ?

(3) Serpents hke Vasuht and others endowed witit
the steady light of jewels on therr hoods serve the

19 u7t fg At qeafand fansadt frafegarg 1 RS 13
1 Here Vallabhadeva’s ¢ on the 1cal usages ¢¥°

1s 1ot ncorporated to avoid repitition as the chapier sixteent
1s devoted to 1t

2 wfafaarmafs gamr cegey 11 gma 1 amfafad
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deman Taraka even at night. While referring to this
statement of Kalidasa Vallabhadeva raises a question
whether the presence of such serpents (in his bed-
room) is desirable for the demon indulging in carnal
pleasures at night, 3

(4) In KS11-28 Arthantaranyisa given by Kalidasa.
according to Vallabhadeva, is not appropriate. Hence
he suggests two alternative arthanataranyzsas, onc bessed
on similarity and other on contrast.*

(5) Frueasw—triyaibakam is a usage found or allowed
in Vedic language only. Hence Vallabhdeva suggests
a new variant wimen-Mahesvaram in XS IT1 3~44.

(6) Generally a thing is siezed or handled by a
hand. Then why Kalidasa used the word Karepa-by
hand ? Thus an objection is raised and answered with
a good deal of di ion by Vallabhadeva, If 2 poet
does not specily in this manner, the dull witted reader
would be in difficuity. In grammar a thing can be
taken for granted while in literature such practice is
hardly admissible. Here it is worth noting that in a
sentimental euphoria Vallabhadeva an ardent advocate
of Kalidsa, calls him ‘Divine composer’-wa msavai-
Bhagavin Kavyakaria®,

3. a1 qypforearee il winafrargied @ 3 sgrdfondd
Ksvp -3¢
4, B APATAARTSICIACIAIL | ST TR — ’
TR @5 Uad qii7 g A adw fg @ gdar
aft @1~
Rix ¥ Wk gfa Gy vals gmeie )
—~KSVD 1111
S. See 3 KSVD 111-65



38 Introduction

(7) The fate killed Kamadeva-the God of love and
left Rati-the wife of Kamadeva-to live, Rati during
her lamentations describe the situation as sddan-
ardhavaisasam meaning half killing. Vallabhadeva objects
to the use of a word ardha-half in the context as
awaq~Varfasam-death is death, even if one out of the
two dies.*.

(8) wxa-Suradu and =u-3-Vasanta are neither hot
nor cold gmsa-Hemanta-can be included in fufme-
Stiira Hence Kaldasa has not described them in the
penance of Parvati Such 1s the explation given by
Vallabhadeva.”

(9) Himilaya welcomes the seven sages. A verse
is devoted to describe the physical greatness of Hima-
laya by Kahdasa. According to Vallabhadeva this
verse is out of context here and hence it is redundant®.

(10) If such passiouns subject even Lord Siva, the
controller of senses, then what to talk of a man
whose abilities fall short in controlling his senses ?
Hence there 1s no scope for reproach in the case of
common man. This, according to Vallabhadeva, is the
statement of suggestion of the sclf opinion of Kali-
dasa as he was a man of amorous inclination. ©

(10) Breeze {rom the southern quarter removed
the fatigue of Parvati. Here Vallabhadeva feels the
presence of exhaution in case of godis disputable.*®
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These 1llustrations are mere than enough to give
us an 1dea of Vallabhadeva’s attempt to examine crit1-
cally the Kumarsambhava of Kalidasa He appears to
be a fearless criic He does not mince words whe-
never, he finds fault with Kahdasa He comes out
with argument to defend the poet whenever he deems
1t fit The propricty of his criticism will be dealt
with i detatt 1 the next chapier

18. APPRAISAL OF THE EVALUATION
BY VALLABHADEVA

It has been noted 1n the previous chapter how
Vallabhadeva bastried to examine cnitically from vario-
us angles the Kuméarasambhama of Kahdasa As students
of hterature 1t 1s our duty to appraise hus evaluvation

In the preceeding chapter Vallabhadeva has defe-
nded Kalidasa on points No 1,2, 6 and 8 In fact the
works of Kahdasa hardly need any logical support
Sull however 1f somebody tries to support them by
arguments of his own, we have nothing to say At
the most we may welcome it But the rest of the
powts, where Vallabhadeva has crticised Kaldasa,
deserve spectal attention

Vasukt and other serpents became the servants of
demon Tiraka They abandoned their natural fickleness
and started providing steady hght shooting forth from
the jewels on thewr hoods Vallabhadeva raiges a ques~
tion regarding the presence of such serpents by a
lusty demon Taraka This objection does not hold
water as Kaltdasa bas not specifically megtioned the
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exact place (as bedroom) Hence it may be that these
serpents might be rendering services 1 palace or the
assembly of the demon Taraka What 15 more this
event may be to point out his sway over such deadly
poisonous serpents Iike Vasuk etc Taraka compelled
them to render service 1n his kingdom This pomt
seems to have been emphasised by Kalidasa here

Generally the mind of the creator of the unive-
rse 15 averse to bestowing perfection of qualities on 2
thing* This Arthantaranyasa, capable of pleasmg the
mind of any sympathetic reader at any ume or any
place, 15 worded beautifully by Kalidasa But Vallabha-
deva finds fault with 1t and feels it 10 be incongruous 18
the context As 1f 1t were not enough he has written
o fiesh Arthantaranyasas based on simitanty aod
conrast®

In fact to compose even a lme n ths manner 15 {0
go beyond the junisdiction on the part of any comm-
entator Vallabhadeva has failed to grasp the meaning
of Kalidisa's words A flower ful] of go-gcous colours
but bereft of fragrance pamed the mind of a perce-
wer Hence the generalization, rather the umque
generalization, from the pen of Kalidasa has sponta-
neously emerged This figure of speech 1s full of
poetic beauty and wordly wisdom Vallabhadeva
could not fully gauge the poetic depth of ‘Bard of
Avon ' Nowhere the two alternative Jines svggested
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by Vallabhadeva come near the poetsic herght or the
umversally acceptable truth of the original composition

There 15 another impertinence on the part of
Vallabhadeva that he has suggested a new reading agsms-
Mahe$varam m place of frmsasa~rriyambakam mn Kumiira-
sambhavam 111-44 Kahdasa 1s capable not only of using
Vedic words but of composing Vedic meter also w#t
Jdm— amt vedim (AS IV-8) 15 the famous example of
Kalidasa’s composition 1 Vedic meter and style More-
over according to the dictum fsgar waa mraikulnh
Kevayahpoets’ freedom has to beguarded Vallabhadeva
hag deciphered the snggestion 1n the word fagmsg—
triyambakam (hat Xamadeva was burnt to ashes by the
third eye * Now the nmow variant a3s<q~mahesvaram
suggested 1 1ts place 1§ not capable of providing this
suggestion It may be conjectured that on account of
such commentaries the readings like fx@taar-trilocanam,
~g smagu-fam {ryambkam etcn place of frargmm—tr1-
yambakam mght have come into existence later op

Vallabhadeva’s objection agamst the use of the
word sadowm—ardhavasasan 15 not proper Mallinatha
has strongly defended the use of a¥-ardha 1n s fogr-
ardhayaisasam by quoting from Vedic text and sugge-
sted the purport ot the usage which bears out our
cultural and social background.s

3 P ggefaa aks iR RARERE Yk
—KSVD 1T 44
4 see  ‘Kumarsagbhava® ed by Suryskanta, H1-44, P R
foot note 44.
5 ‘gaiar ue Al g I 4% ) 9 @ ssned
sgtrrardafaadodife | a9t FROD dareends g9
fageteaafa fafms A gaarfafy areds 1 -KSMN 1v-3)
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Kalidisa wrote a verse ( KS VI-51) ndicating
the stmultancous mobility and 1mmobility of the
great mountain Himalaya Vatlabhadea considers this
verse out of centext  This, at the most, could be
constdered just an opmion of Vallabhadeva Neither
Mallinatha nor any other commentator has accepted
this view Nor do we Narayana, a wellhnown co
mmentator of Kumarsambhava regards this verse quite
appropnate 1n the context For thereby Himalaya’s
credentials as a great man have been suggcstcd
Hence his relation with the great God Lord Siva 18
justified ® Now we are 1n a posiion to assert that
Vallabhadeva has totally failed to understand Kahdas2
here

‘Kaldisa, being 2 man of erotic dispositions, 18
expressing his personal opinion® This remarh of Valla
bhadeva on KS VI-95 seems more or less Jus personal
opimon only ‘Kaldasa was given to sensual pleasures’
this 1s the theme of the many fanciful stories and
hence such crticism seems prevalent among many
commentators But Tagere has rghtly pomted out
that, Kahdasa 1s only 2 poet of beauty and enjoy-
ment 15 a behef prevalent only among common man
Therefore heirsay evidence stigmatises the chara
cter of Kihdasa From thts it would be evident that
one may rely on the Vox populi m any other fieled
but 1n the domamn of literature such blind followiog
would not be admissible?

6 dA-ang AfTEr wagEesa wfimfwy @ 87 9 aeinet
A aRET Nl | -F WA (q90 A aopefyard, 7 29
1313) &1

7 Rabidranath Tagore Pracina Sahitya Guparati, 3rd edition,

Ahmedabad, 1949, p 1S (English translation s ours }



Appraisal of the Evaluation by Vallabhadeva 63

Swa or Paravat: got exhausted®, Such description
of Kalidasa, according to Vailabhdeva, 15 dubious.
In this matter, with all humility at cur disposal, we
have to suggst to Vallabhadeva that in the reaim of
Sanskrit poetics 1t 15 Jaid down that 1n order to de-
Jinate sentiment (isfiwfir) even gods like Rama or
Swva should be portrayed as normal human *beings
suffering the pang or the pleasure of life What to
talk of a fatigue ? A great wrter like Bbavabhuti has
successfully dramatised the pain, pathos, dejectron
and even swoon of Rama Hence in the Uttararim-
carna the depiction of a sentiment has reached the
pinnacle 1n Sanskrit literature

Sometimes Vallabhadeva’s eritiessm of Kalidasa
15 valid too e g 1n the use of aaq-yarat or waa-savar
m KS II-72

This above discussion broadly goes to show that
the pownts of cnticism raised by Vallabhadeva for
the KS of Kalidasa could easily be rebutled

8 Ks Vill-25



19, LIMITATIONS OF VALLABHADEVA

From the discusston which has preceded one may
gather an impression that Vallabhadeva 1s an 1deal and
versatile genins without any ltmitation  But 1t 15 not
so We can recall Kalidasa here that the creator of
the uniyerse 1s not favourably disposed to bestow
all the qualhnies at one place * Hence limitation are
evitable 1 any person We shall deal with some
of the limitations of Vallabhadeva 1n this chapter at
some length

Vallabhadeva has given the definition of szarg-pare-
mapuz. In fact 1t 15 the defimtion of walu-rrasaren
This mdicates the lack of proper study of dafas—
Vaiéesika philosophy on the part of Vallabhadeva

Nandi, standing at the entrance of the creeper-
bower, placing his finger on luis mouth ordered the
Ganits to be quict Here Vallabhadeva writes that the
use of the word uwwizfE-ekddgult 1s 1n bad taste-as
that particalar word 15 used to denote the siga for
micturatng * Here Vallabhadeva under the impression
of somc custom prevaihiog 1 his days finds faule with
the use of word by Kaldasa. But this 1s, 1n fact,
agamst the prmeiples of literary enticism In the land
or times of Kalidasa 1t might not be refernng to the
same scnse So to supertmpose thus the tradition of

R ——
1 S@w gEeefan goar susge foee syfa o
-KS 111-28
2 mmmfRafrcftrneafear 0T emgmaded )
—KSVD Ii-11
3 ax ssaesfamaRse gfe s sAT 1 @y w0 gt
grrggfrasata | —KSVD II-41



Limitations of Vallabhadeva 65

our time or our place in ancient work is not permi-
ssible in the literaty criticism. Anachronism in criticism
. is equally bad.

In the description of the qafaas  Paicagnitapa
of Parvati a word gt Sucau is used by Kalidasa.
Vallabhadeva interprets it as sw@ mfs fsadhe masit
which, in the context, is absolutely wrong. There would
be clouds in the month of #@sadha. The wellknown
words of Kalidasa swarsea saulead asidhasya prathama-
divase seems to have slipped away from the memory of
Vailabhadeva. 1n the season of clouds the penance
with five fires is not possible. Hence here the inter-
pretation of Vallabhadeva is untenable.

Vallabhadeva while quoting from Kiratarjuniyam
has shown Himalaya as born of the lineage of Sambhus.
But this interpretation is certainly implausible as it
would give rise to an undesirable contingency on the
part of Lord §iva to marry a daugoter of his own son.

In onc verse Vallabhadeva tries to read a special
meaning in the word uft—api, Siva as if says, ‘as
Himalaya has been in an enviable position by getting
me as son-in-law so T am also in a commendable
position by acquiring Himilaya as a father-in-law’.”
“This far-fetched meaning of sfr-api, as suggested by
Vallabhadeva, is certainty unconvincing b¥canse Lord
&iva would never indulge n self-approbation. Thus
some of the intgrprcmtions offered by Vallabhadeva
are not appropriate.

4. KSVD V-20
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20. THE LXTENT OF KUMARASAMBHAYA

Since the first publication of Kumardsambhara 10
1837 by A F Stenzler, numerous editrons of this
clebrated Mahakavya have appeared Some of these
contain XVII cantos, while others contain only VII
The commentaries of Mallinatha, Nariyana, Dakst
navartanatha and Arunagin  on Kumarasamblas
have been available upto camto ViIl only The
commentary of Charitravardhana 1s extended upt0
canto VIT Tlus 1s obvious as 1t was written by a Jam
monk who had i view specially Jamn students of
Jamn Pathasilas Hence the commentator has purposely
avoided commenting on the erotic portion of Kumara
sambhava So far as the question of the extent of
Vallabhadeva's commentary 15 concerned there aré
iwo distinct traditions Laghutiki 1s extended uplo
canto VIIT while Brhadukd 1s normally available
upto the VITth one Here too, the reason mav be
attributed to the fact that the cnlarged version of
Brhadtika, was written by a Jamn scholar There
15 entirely a different recension of the commentary
on the canto VIIL of Kumarasambhma found 1 only
one manuscript? which, to our mind, 1s nothing but
an obvious 1aterpolation by some scribe or a reader
of mferior calibre

The edition or Kumdrasambhava published by
N 8§ Pandit contains cantos XVII and this worthy
schiolar has also made a reference to a tradiwon of
Rumrasambhava having XX cantos in his editton of

1 See Appendix No 1V
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Raghuvaméa of Kalidasa> One commentator, Sitarama
by name, has provided commentary upto the XVIlth
canto of Kwmnirasambluva Dr Kuahan RajE conje-
ctures that this Snarama himself might have composed
cantos IX to XVII*

In 1866, from Benirasa Pandit Vitthal Sastrr has
published an edition of Kumiirasambhava wherein
he has argued mn favour of Kumdrasamblhiava having
XVII cantos

Dr R D Karmarkar has gone 1nto the question of
the extent of Kumarasambhara n detai} and tentatively
favoured the possibility of Kumfrasambhava having
XVII cantos.* Dr Suryakanta has ncluded [X to
XVII cantos 10 his so-called critical edition of Kumiirg-
sambhava published by Sahutya Akademi 1n 1959 from
New Dellm There, 1n the mtroduction he’ favours

2 Therecan be little doubt that the XVIIth canto does not con-
clude the poem The absence of a natural conclusion 1n the
form of a benedictory stanza at the end of the 17th camto
adds much strength to the tradition that the poem has not
only XVU but XXIL cantos
—8 P Pandit, ‘Raghuvam am , Preface, footaote P 16
perhaps the cantds were added by one Sitarima whose
commentary 15 available for the portion
—Dr C Kunhan R3ja, ‘Kafidasa’ P 53
Under these circumstances, We can arrive at no hetter con-
clusion than thatsarga 1 to ViII are defimtely from the pen
of Kalidasa Sarga I1X X also are most probably to be ascribed
to him and that 3t ss not impossible that sarga XI-XVIL
should have also beea written by fum
—R D Karmarkar, ‘Kalidase” P 34
And f it this so, the rresistible conclusion will be that the
second half of the poem deprcting the birth and exploits of the
fiery humata 15 genuine, and st 1s for this reason that we have
added at 1n the present edition of the poem, Aumaresapbhava
~Suryakanta, Kumarasambhara Intro P XANUIT

w
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the 1aclusion of the second half of the poem 1¢ can-
tos 1X to XVII, on the followiag grounds (1) KSisa
work based on Bralmaniis and Purangs (u) Kahdas2
refers to the eight forms of Rudra (i) there 15 2
reference to the fiery Kumara All these facts, accor
ding to Dr Suryakants, reminds us of the prrth of
the mneth Rudra m the Satapathabrahmana. Hence,
he copcludes that cantos IX to XVII of Kunifira:
sambhava are a genume part of the poem

Those who believe that Kumarasembhara 1s exie:
nded up to canto XVII put forward the follow1og
arguments—

(1) The title of Kmmarasambhava suggests the
birth of Kumara Kartikeya If the work 1s of VI
cantos only the title 15 rendered meantngless.

(2) In the canto II the existence of Kumira 15
shown ndispensable for the anmhilation of demo?
Taraka Verses 1, 31, 33, 52, 53, 55, 58, 62 and 63
of canto 1I clearly indicate the slaymng of Tarzhs
as a final denouement of the story, If ‘the poem
does not extend beyond the canto VIII then (1S
fa-zaad, sowing of the seed, becomes meaningless
or 15 totally nulhfied

(3) The last verse of the canto VIII of KS 52}5
s the submarme fite 15 not satisfied with the
consumption of water, simlarly the Lord Siva %25
not bereft of desire for carnal pleasures’ ¢ From this
1t 1s as clear as day-hight that neither the story 107
the poem ends here Nevertheless nerther the watel
nor the hero would like to restrain them-selves from

6 KRS VIll—51
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any further action for ever. Hence the posm was
extended upto the XVII canto.

(4) If the poet intended the poem to cousist of
VIl cantos only, then he would have entitled this
epie Parvati-parmaya or something like that, instead
of calling 1t Kumirasambhava.

(5) T$anasamhité opines that a MehakZvya should
not have less than VIII cantos’. So Kumarasambhava
being a Mahikavya should have more than VIII
cantos. Vigvanatha®, the celebrated theoretician of Sans-
krit hterature lays down that a Malhikivyn should
have more than VIII cantos. Hence it’s extent upto
XVII cantos is justified.

(6) Mallinatha and other well-known commen-
tators have not commented on cantos after the VIIlth
one. This fact does not prove that the poem consists
only of VIII cantos, as they might have refrained
from providing a commentary on the ground that they
are too easy to require commentary or explication.

(7) The authorship of Kalidasa for the latter
half of Kumirasambhava could not be doubted on the
grounds of grammatical errors or stylistic limitations
because such instances are not wanting even in case of
famous writers like Bhiravi, Magha, or Bhatti, Poet’s
being unfettered, are not supposed to abide strictly
by grammatical rules or rhetorical regalations. Saaskric
poets have always availed themselves freely of poetic
licence,

7 swgiw g a faamalise afaw o
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(8) Taranatha Tarkavicaspat: Bhattacarya has
1cluded cantos VITI to XVII 1n his editton of Kumara
samblna and has called this portton as Uttarakdndd’
In lus opinion 1f the poem 1s of VII cantos onfy
then 1t would be an mcomplete work The words,
aygrrarenmia—‘He went mnto the harem’ at the end of
the canto VIIth clearly mdicates thar somethmg
remans to be saird Moreover the word sambhma
means birth as well as glory Without the narration
of the birth of Kumara and the glory of slaymg of
Taraka the poem would be wmcomplete

©9) Upvaladatta aites a Jme @ swewza cic. and
says ‘sfa gme’ This line, accordmng to Taranath Tar-
kavacaspati, with shight vanation resembles a hne 1n
X1V-32 of Rumirasambhava Hence, the extent of the
poem up to XVIIth canto 1s justified

(10) Swaprasida Bhattacirya® has dealt with the
problem of the authorsip of the latter half of
Kumarasambhava at length and tred to establish that
the poem was extended upto XVII cantos Some
of lus arguments are the same as the one mentioned
above He lays stress on the argument that he has
found two pieces of sculpturc which arc based on
the portion of the story narrated 1n the latter half of
Kumarasambhoa Dr § K Chatteri has shown him
some pantings of the Kingard valley style which
slustrate the story of Kumaira Kartiheya One of them
has a scene of Rati-grha of Parvatt with Agni mside
asa dove This according to lim certanly refers to
"9 Swaprasada Battacarya, “Authoship of the latter half of the

Kumaraesmhhma'—Joumal of the Asiztic Society of Bepeal,
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the story as given in the latter half of Kumira-
saritbhava. Hence the original poem was extended up
to cantos XVII.

(11) Dr. R. D. Karmarkar favoured the opinion
of the extent of Kumarasambhava upto cantos XVIL In
some notable argumcnts he pleads that Kalidasa has
specifically referred to Kumara in Gandhamidana mou-
ntain in the act 1V the of Vikramorvatiyam, While in
the Vth act, the appointment of Kumira as comma-~
nder-in-chief of the amry to the Gods is also referred
10.1° This worthy writer, while describing the valour
of the kings of the solar 1ace, has compared them
with Kumara Kartikeya,

All these pieces of evidence, according to Dr.
Karmakar, suggest that Kalidasa was familiar with the
story of Kumiirasambliava as narrated upto the XVIIth
canto. Hence he concludes, ‘sarga IX and X also are
most probably to be ascribed to him and that it is
not impossible that sargas XI-XVI{ should have also
been writen by him.'!

Scholars who uphold the tradition of a Kumira-
sanmsbhava of VIII cantos argue out their case in the
following manner~

(1) Famous commentators like Mallinatha, Arunagiri
and Nardyapa have commented upto VII cantos only.

(2) The statement of Fsd@nasarmhit@'? viz. ‘Mahdkdvya
should not be of less than VHI cantos, invariably

10, Fg9) DML FRRTERATE ¥t

afslew aged ooy swEan —VM V-3
1l. See foot note no. 4. *The Extent of Kumdrasambhara's
12. Sec foot note no, 7. ‘The Extent of Kumdrasambhara.®
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suggests that Kumarasambhava of VIII cantos only
was 1 the mind of the writer of Iansamiui

(3) Visvanatha?* the writer of Salutyadarpang had
Kumrasambhava of VIIL cantos only m lus mmnd
when he said, “Mahakavya has more than VIII cantos’.

(4) Narsyana,'* afamous commentator of Kumifira-
sambhiarva opmes that the annihulation of the demon
Taraka 15 not the final goal of the poem The gods
1 XS II-51 request Brahma to create a commandet-
m—chief for thewr army Sothe birth of Kumira
Kartkeya 1s the specific object desired by the gods
The mention of the destruction of Taraka 15 nothing
but a pretext to strengthen a main cause of the
creation of Kumara, just as mentionng the victory of
Duryodhana at the beginming of Kirasdrjumya 1s the
pretext to create anger 1 the mind of Draupad? and
Bhuna Therefore Siva’s attraction towards Parvat!
1s the main object to be treated by the writer. Henct
the title Kumarasambhava 15 admirably appropriate
The erotic description of the VIII canto of Kumiiira:
sambhav sufficiently suggests or Sows the seeds of
the birth of Kumara

(5) The numerous jatibhaigas, grammatical errofs,
frequent usages of gap filling monosyllabes like ¥,
g, fz elc, and absence of Kalidasian similes in canto

13 Sce foot note no 8 *The Exteat of ‘Kumorasambhava
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IX to XVII prove beyond doubt that this portion 15
not penned by a gemus like Kaliddsa

(6) Dr Harchandra® has successfully pomnted
out that from the Ist canto 32 verses, 1Ind 6,
Ilrd 27, 1Vth 9, Vth 22, Vith 9, ViIth 8, and
VIIith 9, making m all 123 verses from RKumidra-
sambhava have been cited 1o different works of
thetorics But not a single verse from caatos IX to
XVII has been found cited 10 any later works

(7) From Ito VIII cantos, only m the IVth
canto there are less than sixty verses 1e, forty-six
verses, whereas this has been found almost common iz
IX 10 XVII cantos This 1s also a pomt to prove
that the latter half of Kum@rasambhava was composed
by an author other than Kalidasa

(8) Recently Dr N S Subanna has thoroughly
accomplished the prawse-worthy job of tracipg the
citations of Kahdasa’s works found w varous other
works He has been successful in tracing 145 citations
fram the Ist canto alone of Kumi@rasambhava Thus
he has tried to trace numerous verses of Kumarg-
sambhiara quoted m the later works He, 1n the end,
emphatically notes that no quotation has been found
either i the works of rhetorics or lexicography or
commentartes cited from camtos 1X to XVIT of
Kumrasambhara Thie proves beyond doubt, that the
latter haif of Kumfrasambhara has not beep accepted
as the genumne work of Kaldasa by 3 wde range of
enitics and scholars m Sanskrit traditions

15 Kahdasa Et L'Art Poetigue D L Inde, pp 235 6 Panis, 1917
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(9) Regardiag the quotation w swew etc m Unddi
sitravrth by Ujppvaladatta which 1s found n KS XI1V-
32 with a slight variation, 1t has been pointed out by
Dr Subanna that the same verse has been quoted by
Rayamukuta in  Amarkoia-pada-candrik@ under the
name of Kumiradasa and 1t 1s there in ad verbatim
m the Janaktharana IX-12 So this proves, according
to Dr Subanna, that not a single citation occurs from
cantos IX to XVII of Kumarasambhaia 1o later works
of rhetorics or commentaries as this portion was not
accepted 1n traditions as a genwne product of the
pen of Kahdasa 1¢

(10) Kuntaka, 1n his Vakroktijvita, whle 1llustra-
ting Prakarana—iakrat@, narrates the story of Kumara-
sambhwma upto the marriage of Gaurr This certamnly
indicates the fact that to the mind of Kuntaha the
portion after canto VII i Kumarasambhara was
spurious

(11) Vallabhadeva’s Panyikd or Laghutiki 15 upto
VIIIth canto of Kumirasambhava only while Brhaduka
mvariably stops at the end of canto VII The VIIIth
bemng full of highly erotic sentiment, the Jain comm-
entator of Brhadtika has kept 1t at a safe distance by
not commenting upon 1t

(12) Traditionally 1t 1s beheved that Kaldase
crossed the boundaries of deceny while describing the
amorous sports of Lord Siva and Parvati Hence
goddess Parvatl cursed him to be afflicted with leprosy.
He hasto pray to Siva and Parvatr as the father and

16 *This fresh examination of additional works on poetics and
dramaturgy does not disclose a single citation from these Jatier
cantos It 1s therefore clear that the genuine work of Kalidasa
stops with the VIIIth canto ®

—N R Subbnna, ‘Aahidasa citations,” Delthi 1973 p 214
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motber of the world 10 the beginning of Rughuvmasa to
get rid of the curse We may leave aside, for a while,
the question of the hstoricity of this legend Yet
there 15 a stnking simfanly between the last canto
of Kumarasambhava and Ragh fa The erotic sen-
timent at 1t's best and abrupt end of these two cantos
compel us to copjecture that the writer was weary
with the delineation of such erotic sentiment hence
he mught have thrown away his pen into the river
Sipra 1n utter disgust

(13) The careful study of Kumarasambhava certa
mnly supports the view that the latter portion 18 not
genume The IInd canto contains a statement that
the receptacle of the semen of Swva 15 Parvaty or the
water ' While the story as narrated 1n the latter
half describes Siva depositing his semen 1 the mouth
of Agmi This 1s a discrepancy which, Kalidasa who
1s known for his accuracy, would hardly be guilty of
This 1nternal evidence proves thai the later portion
must have been wiitten by someone else culling out
the stoncs from the Puranis

If we do not cling to the dictum that ‘the best 15
always the last’, 1t 18 possible that Kumar bhava st
have remaincd plete ke Kadambary of Bana
In fact Bana was foriunate to have a son who success-
{ully completed that unfinished work mmmediately m
the style and the manaer of s father whide Kalidasa’s
Kumbrasambhava temained unfinished for centuries
Then some untraceable person tried s hand at 1t
and that too in the most un—Kaldasian manner
17 3% nz af Nggaidwmizas ¢
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21, KUMARASAMBHAVA—AN EPIC OF
SEVEN CANTOS ONLY
‘There 15 a umversal festival in canto seven'
Kumarasambhma ends with this wedding celeberation’,
- 1
says Rabindranitha Tagore 1o s Pracing Seltya
An artist can understand an artist A poet of
umtversal harmony like Rabindranatha can mterpret
the meaning of a great poet hke Kahdasa Rabmdra-
nitha does not make this statement as a hypothesis OF
a surmise, nor does he aim at pedantic scholarshp
by raising a controversy about the extent of Kumara-
sambhava With a poet’s mborn nsight he clearly
concludes that 1t must end with canto VI[ His
emphatic tone unmistakably suggests that he does Bot
accept the latter cantos as authentic He believes that
Kaldasa has placed at the centre of the poem love
and not lust, peace and not passion, spirituality apd
not sensuous pleasure? and strongly states that Kaldas2
there by suggests the birth of Kumara and 1t renders
all cantos, after canto VII, redundent
1 Rabindranitha Tagore Pracm Sahirya, Gujarati translation by
M H Desat and N D Parikh, third ediion, Ahmedabad,
P 25 English translation 1s our own
2 See Swva had rejected the physical beauty But the spmtnal
beauty which he experienced through love and truth conquef
ed him even when 1t was outwordly emanciated through
penance and was also unembellished
When Dharma brought the ascetic lovers together, both
earthand heaven acted as allies and witnesses of their love
This could make 1t appeal even to the saptarsis The cele-
bration of love was held throughout the umverse It did not
need support of erther untimely spring or the arfows of
Madana The fresh and green beauty of this love 15 a matier
of joy for the whole umverse The whole universe acceP“‘
the mvitauon of this pure and simple love and enriches 1t

—Rabindranitha Tagore, 1bid 24-25 Translatson by Prof
Niranjan Bhagat
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There are many other reasons to behieve that
Kum@rasambhava 1s of VII cantos only

(1) If the VIITth canto of Kumirasambhava 1s to
be aceepted from the pen of Kalidasa it would reflect
a great flaw m hus phlosophy of hfe Sivaand Parva-
1, who are united through severe penance, are descri-
bed 1 this canto i a manner which brings them
down to the level of ordinary sensual creatures Fickle
sensual love 1s punified by the chasteming effect of
penance This vision of life depieted by Kalidasa in the
first VIT cantos gets nuihified in the VIIith canto
where Siva and Parvat: are shown to be engrossed
in physical pleasures What 1s more reprehensible
15 that Siva was not even available to his devotees
who were eager to have his darsana® This strikes at
the very root of Kahdasa’s vision of life which seeks
the welfare of the whole world That the most 1deal
celestial couple should stoop down to temporal pleasure
15 most inconceivable 1m Kaldasa No sensitive or
sympathetic reader can find this acceptable, nor conld
1t find a place 1 the critical evaluation of Kalidisa
by Tagore

(2) According to ancient Indian traditions® a true
poet 15 expected to be Krdatadarst a scer, having
divipe vision and perfect expression Such universal
vision and extraordinary expression are fully reflected
1n the first VIl cantos of KumBrasambhava but are
totally missing 1 the VIIith one

3 guaTnfrmRzmamEmE ) —KS VIIT 6D

4 wft wari wafs-ans, fEs, 13-13, or
TAETISAR W% @A sfagfa
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(3) ‘The language of a great poet would reflect
his all embracing vision 1n terms of universal values
of Iife If a poet lacks such vision his speech too
would be fallible to that extent In fact the word
and 1ts meammg are perfectly untted like Lord
Siva and Parvat: 1 the works of a great poet Hence
their compositions never lose the virgin touch by
rematning ever fresh and alive,” Dr Indukala Jhaver:
opmed m one of her remarkable essay on Kalidasa®
But unfortunately the desreiption tn the VIIIth canto
15 disgusting and muipid Kalidasa, who has always
sanctified love by sublimating its erotic elements
through the chastening effect of severe austerities,
should stoop so low as to describe such carnal desires
denigrating the divine couple Lord Siva and Parvatl
15 altogather incomprehensible and defies all reasons
Heunce this canto has fost all its spirit and becomss
mechanical and prosaic, So 1t 1s not from the pen
of Kalidasa

(4) In the other works of Kalidasa as far asthe
charactertsation or the depictron of love 1s concerned
we find a constant evolution from the physical plane
to the spiritual one However the VIIIth canto de-
generates or positively regresses from this priaciple

(5) Kaldasa, betng a great poet, enlivens whatever
he hes He has sublunated the Indian concept of
comugal love m hts works, but the sexual indulgences
and excesses of the hero and the heroine described
here bring 1t down from the level of sublime to the
worldly one

5 Dr Indukala Jhaver: i Kahidasa,” A 1963
P 157 (The translation 1s our own}
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(6) Kalidasa regards marriage as sacrosanct, hen-
ce he employs the word Vivaha-pajiia®-~a nuptial sacri-
fice, More than once he has used a word diksi~vidhi?
for it. In this nuptial sacrifice seven sages are the
officiating priests; gods like Brahma, Visnu, Indra ete.
are the invited guests and it is an occasion for the
whale universe to celebrate, The clirnax of such divine
celebration marked by the hero and heroine falling .
prey to such debased passions like sensuality, envy,
hatred and seifishness would do no justice to the pen
of Kalidasa.

(7) Rabindranatha Tagore® has drawn our attention
to an essential element of poetic truth in this work, viz.
that the story element is absolutely lacking in Kumira-
sarbhava. Whatever is there is very subtle, suggestive
and succint. The poet hardly secms cager to tell whether
the gods were saved from the onslaughts of the demons
or not. On the other hand every verse is independent
like a Mukiaka, pregnant with striking meaning and
pbetic beauty, The poet is not at ali in a hurry to
proceed with the story or to complete the poem, Thig
striking pecularity of the first VII cantos is not to
be found in the interpolated cantos where the author
seems anxious o finish the story and the poem both.

(8) Those who believe the latter cantos of KS to
be genuine argue that the poet is interested in depi-
cting the bitth-janma as wellas the gloty-mahima of

6. famgad feadss qn...KS VIIL-47
7. famgdenfaln.. KS VI-1 also see ; X§ VII-8, VIL24
8, See : Ibid p. 57
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Kumara Kartikeya But as noted above, according to
Tagore, the birth of Kumara 1s already suggested 10
the marnage of Siva and Parvat: If Kahdasa had been
mterested 1n the story of T@rakavadha he would have
named the poem as either Tarakayadham ot Tarakd-
suranigraham

(9) As far as the descriptions are concerned Ka-
hdasa has a very high sense of proportion He would
never describe any thing to the length of exhausting
the reader’s patience He would hardly devote one
full canto to describe one and only onc imcident of
sentiment as 1s found m the VIlIth canto which 18
wholly devoted to the delizeation of erotic sentiment
Such prolixity 15 un-Kahdasian,

(10) In the XS VII-48 Siva s glorified as ‘asard-
fagrorer a-dinanta-vik@r-laighya-not overpowered by
dark passion * The VIIIth canto 1s a clear contradiction
of this where Stva 15 described as subject to the dark
passion like any ordinary mortal being

(11) Certain usages of this canto are quite unusual
and not found 1 other works of Kilidasa, eg W~
carana 1 the sense of waw-bhaksna (VIII-33) or Swva’s
address to Parvati as afaserg sft-avihalpasundari-beau-
tiful beyond argument (VIII-68) 15 rather incpt as 1t
1s customary with Kalidasa to use word and phrases
which arc more suggestive than expressive of the idea
A cntical examination of his other works shows that
he has described the unparallel beauty of the heromne
through some suggestive words put in the mouth of
hero and not by such direct addresses
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(12) The word Parvati occurs atleast ten times m
this canto®. In fact, the whole poem except the
sccond and the forth cantos, purport to portray the
character of Parvati Still Kalidasa has not employed
the same word Parvat: even five times 1n any single
canto On the contrary a vartety of names and modcs
of addresses have been used whenever the situation
so demanded The frequent use of the one and the
same word Parvat, that too thrice withuin the range
of six verses (in verse no 3, 6 and 9), however, reflects
the poor vocabulary on the part of the author
who has intcrpolated this caate Such poverty of
vocabulary 15 unthmkable 1n the case of a writer
Like Kalidaca

(13) 1n this canto Swa describes Sandina ete to
Parvati yust as Rama 15 showmg vanous places to Sita
during his journey from Stilanka to Ayodya 1 the
thirteenth canto of Raglunamiani, There he uses ten
different names or epithets for her *°

8 () wdd sfegs Fnfean-VII-3b (1) Afeds ofppg
@i~V HI-6¢, (1) wadt faagh @ Fawa-VI-9d (1v)
gfasneaafey VIII-19-d, (V) w@iddveasgtess g
VIU-22b, (v}  wrdEmeseass —PII-33d;  (vn)
widdmamgun-VIII-59c, (Vi) wm arify Agefemiy
VIH-64 2, () wedt agvstnawa-VII-18a, (x} qast
g7 3wy—VII-83 d

10 (1) 42z RV X120, () #20e-X 11182, (1 11—
stafr-XII-18b, (v) wfs-XIT~21b, (v) Wie-XI1f=
234, (vi) Fe-XT-28h, () BR-XNI31d, (vm)
wifafa-XII-38a, (1x) sqenPr Xifi47c, (%) swaarfy
—X1t-57¢
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(14) The same bankruptcy of words 1s reflected m
the use of a word ‘Pasya-see’ which 1s mentioned s1x
times 10 this canto ** Onc would hke to compare the
same sitwation 1o the thirteenth canto of RV where
the word sz-pasya 15 no doubt utihzed by Kalidasa
four times but not mvariably m the beginming of pada
as 1t1s found 1o this canto Morever vzr mig-KS VIII-
46¢ and 9z mig KS VIII 53d are more than enough to
prove that this 15 an un-Kalidasian construction
because Kalidasa as we know from s other works,
1s hardly m favour of using the same word or 2
simlar construction tn this manner

(15) On the occasion of s honey—moon Lord
Stva, while 1nspiring as spouse to envisage the eve
mng says ‘the western direction bears the evening
sunshine remaming as a red streak after heat has
gone down as a battle field bears a blood svamed
sword, standing up obliquely’ *? Such weird and awful
simile 15 thoroughly inconsistent with the poetic te-
mperamant of Kahdasa who unlike Bhavabhutt 15
always fond of delineatng the delicate aspects of na
furc 1n a most subtle manrer Could we cxpect such
£ross 1mpropriety in our great master artiste Kalid sa
where his hero finds no better smmile than “a blood
dupping sword’ at the time of a tender occasion fhe
the honcy-moen ?

(16), Thaugh anachromicm. may he reqanded as a
tolerable flaw 1n case of a great poet a perfect artiste
1 () waslan  KS VII-34a, () sxwy Vil 46c

(m) <73 mrzE VII-53d (V) @@ exm Vil-6la

(V) s anafa VI 6da (n) <@ ssvan Vil[-Tt
12 KS VINI Sh)
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Itke Kahdasa has hardly failen a prey to this honta-
t1on. But in the eighth canto of XS there 1s a definite
reference which bears the stamp of anachromsm A
phrase 'qam—safa—zﬂaux——R?umm—dlnam—bhnayﬁ‘5 15 a
remarkable example of such flaw This difficulty has
becn explamed by a commentator'® as, Ravana beng
immortal his extistence at that tsme (1, € when Siva
and Parvat: are newly wedded) was possible ' Certa-
mly the explanation of the commentator 1s untena-
ble and 1t hardly saves the composiion from being
full of anachronism This 1s notling but a clear
cut example of mythological 1nconsistency which 1s
unexpected from the pen of Kahdisa

(17) There 1s a cleat geographical mconsistency
too §iva and Parvati have resided m the caves of
Mandar mountarn and ccld southern breezes from
Manjaya mountan removed the fatigue, absorbed the
drops of perspiration from the face of Parvan's
Mandar 1s 2 mythical mountain, while Malaya 1s 1den.
tified with the southern portion of the Ghats running
from the south of Mysore and forming the eastern
boundary of Travancore Kaliddsa has never 1 his
wotks confused the mythical and actual geographiacl
places i this manner Even a worthy commentator
like VD has difficalty i explaming this situation
when he has to say Mandar and Malaya are united
with one another®®

(18) The use of the one and the same word more
than once 15 often found mn the nterpolated portion
of KS viz cantos 1X to XVII eg word surendra 1s
13 RS VII-24
14 gre T rEnedft AT Sty 1-KSVD VIiI-24
15 kS Vill-2<
16 wmaw et &R aweast 1-KSVD VIII-25
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used 1m verse nos 7, 8 and 11 of the canto 1X and
the address Prabho 1n verse nos 10 and 11 of the
same canto If scholars regard such poor construction
as an interpolation then there 1s no difficulty 1n rejec-
ting Kalidasa’s authorship even of the eighth canto

(19) On critical observation of the other works
of Kahdasa 1t 1s found that he normally ends hus
pocms cither by benedictory stanza like Bharata-
vihya blessings or Arthiimtaramyasa  suggestive of
benediction Meghaduta ends with a blessings to the
cloud that let him cven for a moment, not be separa-
ted from lightening—his spouse!”  Riusamh@ra ends
with a desire of Bhadra~auspiciousness'® Kumarasant-
bhava also, m our opimon, ends at VIII-92 with
Arthaniaranyisa*® 1n which how one can attamn siddh-
success 15 specified

Here the use of a word Siddi~suggests the future
viz the success of gods n obtainmng a commander-
in—chief for their army to destroy demon Taraka
Morever this line suggests that untimely action of
gods as deseribed 1n the third canto has falled Now
the timely effort would succeed Here ends the poem
as 1t suggests the Sambhava-possibility of the bith
of Kumidra The next two verses of the same canto
are nothing but an interpolation by a person who
wrote canto VIII Here a new topic starts with a-
Atha and that too at the end of a° canto ! This 15
hardly tenable

Critics may raise thewr eyebrows and may raise @
questton regardiag numerous quotations found 1n various

17 ®0PT emEfy @ @ faga fasma | —MD )
18 &4 A fadag fagpez aq @f g1 —~RS Vi-28
19 717 wgEn gy wrafagfiv—

famear qay fafgafy 1~KS VI1-92
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works of rhetortcs from the VIHth canto, written by
Kaldasa Herc a polite but a firm rebutral can be
submitted too The acceptacce of a slory or a theme
or quotation from 1t by great writers or critics does
not necessaraly prove that a particular postion 1§
genume Writers Iske Kalidasa and Bhavabhitr have
accepted the theme of Sita-tyaga an ncident occuring
1 uttarh@&ndu of Rimayana but medern scholars hold
on many sound prouads that uftarakiinda 15 not a
genume portion of Ramayana written by Vaimiki but
1t was interpolated by someone before Kahddsa or
Bhavabhiiti. Similarly some writers on thetonics have
quoted from Canto VHI which suggest that Canto VIII
was 1nterpolated before such writers At the most we
can deduce that they ntihised the said interpolated
traditional portions of the text to suit thewr purpose
without applymng their mind to this pertinent quest-
tion of the portion bemg genuine or spurious

Thus 1t can be cogently argued and established
that the eighth canto of Kumarasambhmva 15 2 spur
10us one and not from the pen of Kahdasa

22. SOME READINGS OF KUMARASAMBHAVA

Vallabhadeva, while commenting on Kumara-
sambirava of Kalidasa Wike most of the other ancient
commentators, takes note of or gnes the meaming
of vanious readings cg
(1) fegum gawfrzmary © § t~Yo
(R} sha¥ =fa @3 gurgkvel fmla @ ¥ fad dqm

T
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(3) o qaafe adgey’ az 1 -F Yo
(¥) ‘&0 &fd @ MDA AWFEFWI -F 94y
() =g gfy warac 1-g. v-ey.
(8) ‘arddagamaghmm’ zf qsmEm g, 4y
Vallabhadeva discusses some of the readings n detail
eg
({) agreqaeifaty at QU+ 7. w-Re
sanifefy @w fedar il g § mfgeRedmd T
ouRar wfag @Y 0 AA-FARY AR gEdfg w ' (fage -3
&z ffeaima 1 afals s@v qufter w7 @qaiaE
Shwmmind qafq wfa qufae apfad 1 -asew
Perhaps because of this discussion of Vallabha-
deva a new reading awemaify = ar gafsz: came 10t0
existence  The readmg of Vallabhadeva 1s found m
twelve MSS and 15 justified by Brhaspati, Bharatd
and Gopala ' Arunagiminatha has awffa = ar gufaz |
He explains it as agort smeamwt | wner aidcaralsr | Wh}le
according to Nariyana swrear meflasar eaciear amvd i1
9 agled: | aifwarfegifagaadfaadenfzamageaa-
HHER (AT
(x) Pomenz €aisd 7361 -g. 3-¢u s another
cxample where the discussion of VD created a con-
troversy. See
(1) waqendn e gafe fawae soarar frgeaensr &6
st g b (qear) apaey’ sfn qeflay 1-zemio
() frmasfafs an3d sk wding wAfafafardfuogan
Frediwenfaeig 1 —sanfifor
(3) famsaslicas TRl wir maniy sy afy oraRRATIERaT
mReNffs@fmrRa | ‘Pruwe arggiferaat 3
STRRIAMST A7 Ag | —avrngy -
1

_—
See *Kumarasarbhava’, edited by Suryakinta; Sahiya AtE*
demt, New Delhi, 1962 P, 56
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3w’ a suggested reading by Vallabhadeva was
not accepted by any commentator but the criticism of
Vallabhadeva paved a way for the suggestions of
readings Yike Hamzy, frasy, 7 wraww ete. The well
known commentator Mallipitha scems furious at such
a created reading Iike Fswan He writes-dfaeargfist
‘Prewaw’ 3 4g 1 wmsimgA qeyweaury faastat
argumEisatieiaeTaE wgEEsAmivgtey (—afe
Vallabhadeva’s criticism of Vedic usage by Kah-
dasa may be considered but Ius suggestion of another
reading 1 the original text of Kalidasa 1s certainly
not commendable. Once Vallabhadeva has ventured
even 1o suggest a new hne in the worthy composition
of Kalidasa, This method of amending or changing
the text of the ongmal writer deserves nothing but
condemnation, See-
qaus |iX FOwIE AR Maraa W o2a )
o @Rt gonAt qusgd feagm sgike o
-F. 3Re
RAAFIVEE | A SEAIIEAR, AASACLATIIY, | qadT
awern~' 767 g7 fm P ewar T % R 7 owwar oAk
=1~ 87 a7t o gita Jag wba Eeaatt ” -~
Here, according to Mallindtha~aondr fbtarda-
Tafamases ) and Cartravardbana also believes
that-gwdfuasisataeas | Thus neither of these two
commentators disputes with Vallabhadeva. But Aruna-
girindtha and Nardyana tried to defend Kabdasa and
refute Vallabhadeva Sec-
(1) w5 sfwme aoegewsalt Fimagy, oo agsd ks ae—
Frafmndlag | Aagr saaFAGAETING 4 @0 | —Twe
() w3 A shweggaen fim sgmpmdafad
aradfafr sfnfe 1 asargEr g 8 STeqEAdeT-
FEATPTIRFAARFIL, | QAR AR THARA 1 e~
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TR w91 AssTS g geaglc sw aq1 da0 f-‘i*i;ﬂﬂlfﬁaz?
AFUETAgas R @il amard. | gm 3 gf @dwad
Fngekedleatais pranan sk s whamgelafo-
ATMENF g9y whafy —armae .
Vallabhadeva ventures to suggest new reading
€. 8 sdlew smded wft ww. ms ndvmmen semdd 1-3 3-s
but this sdiad 15 not found even in the critical appa:
ratus of Kumarasambhava edited by Dr. Suryahaota.
There, no doubt, we find adiad as a reading which
1sa later creation after the criticism of Vallabhadeva.
As Vallabhadeva bas noted onrce that deana
Faifwrd iy g adam-7 y-3¢ and | humbly suggest I.ha!
word a5 has replaced ¥m7 1n many commcntaries.
Dr. Saryakanta has adopted ®iwe reading even though
Arunagin, Caritravardhana, Narayaga and Ma!linillfﬂ
bave ¥ea. Kalidasa has also used the word g7 in
Abhynanasikuntalam <Faae ay wgfaiear famad -AS

Act IV between verse 1 and 2.
Vallabhadeva has unfavourable opinion ou someé

readings, or rather usages of Kalidasa In Kumarasa-
imbhava-1V-31 Rifmr sanding ag ai s fags=ar !
Vallabhadeva observes here that ‘ads’ smmans: 1 qzazafl
fe daw 7 gawzrmme ) This comment compelled Malli-
natha to dispute with Vallabhadeva as under—twsHr
T FRd wead’ gfa ECIE ST WETmfagadteTerdanfi-
sindifa: qar 42078 Wevealy Tefimaamfy Rl
gaaifafa anvdn | ~nfamig.

Arunagiri also tries to defend Kalidasa- 1g (1)
Femars* <fy . 9= 1 famet Yewm, | v gew dopan | fageadf
T war wwndan T TR WA 1.

Narayana has defended the usage of @ here. He
SAYS-SUATTRGRHT | " Femrwifurgerar qqafz g7 fsa7
S a2 fasafr | faol fewss, ATAL faag T efr W
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feawea o4 dag fgar  agtaarcd | F@3d A8 OEIRAEEAL-
dfger Famd: | groend fz ool | ¥ Teigaddy frfwsfy s
anfl 1 wemq analyda afadify w0 9 gz wEd
faspear fafumn addashis safafy wma @ faly waga asifaars
—ARITTe
In Kumarasambhava 111-41 Vallabhadeva finds the usage
of unsfrast improper and suggests new reading—ax
sresadafawanpfegary i 7 @y Aad, ghat daegfe-
AERFT | A qE@REEnGaIa s’ gf@ ad gE -Iw@re

But none of the commentators has accepted the
suggestion of Vallabhadeva.

Some of the eriticisms by Vallabhadeva for the
reading of the text of KS are worth noting. ¢ g,
T WEAT REAIFIT SOEATASIEE
Iqrawig | VTR THRATT RS 1 —F. 9-3R
Frefaaeda’ ax (w9 1) @15 1 qepfosaea waeg, aar 7
qdRNwA~qugEs Fogaeny T @fmfwgat e’ (3. w—
ss)-asave Here with the help of 1internal reference
Vallabhadeva has tried to establish a correct reading,
Arunagiri takes note of this reading as—3fwy fadama-
weyeigrd fagifer <80 Wiewe wiewer YedaIsif earaad |
Nariyana, in his Vivarana on Kum@rasambhana,
accepts fagifa as the reading and comments as under—
fagemibar fagifanm afe oF gedw growe 3Eomd (. &7
g gmordy Aumige, ¥ § growndekl Flmniadedt quee
wyd Tegifbm d7 g@ow’ 1l veha ! ged wmawss qndard
Eeynd ud | Iy g FAVRT 2 IH ) ~AIUAT. .
But with great regret one must note that a critical
edition of Kumarasambliava by Stryakanta does not
even care to take note of faZifa7, 1n critical appara-
tus, as a reading.
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Vallabhadeva was a great grammarian and hence
he has many times opposed certain usages of Kalidasa
on the ground of grammar-eg,

g, oA T PR SR @anan . 3¢
o giigeafufy @esdw ¢ smfeqmsAng fraey -
séged gfa and agymEl AET -

Gopala, Arunagin, Narayina, Cantravardhane
and some MSS have widasi-a corrected reading.

Some of the best omginal readings of Kahdasa
are preserved by Vallabhadeva They are properly
accepted 1n cotical edition. e. g -

Faife HT GEEleadragEa: Seaamaga: |
s wATH WFAT  wEmeargln ahog U

g. 3¢
ATV, TATATATH-ITaT e

Reading @gar 15 accepted by Arunagumi and
Narayana. Narayana writes-sitarm aRia @ siqaar 730
agat Faa. ¥fx | Fifabafy wiafyaifes sdmiameeg | qeEne
MR FEARAIEREIH | g g agmnRE T |
WITg A SIEANIAE  WOw ) RNAqr FNAdeur wew afad
afakg wavs fruzdsfe 1 -argawe

Thus Nariyana not only accepts agar asa reading
but tries to yustify 1t. When we take into consideration
the context, we find, in previous verse wrsvefaag afar
ete. (KS -7}, that there 15 a reference to sxedar
=ifagT. Hence naturally here he refers to zasiar asfast.
1n case of @, avan like dtreqew is quite possible
because Indra is #mii-a gallant hero, and such natere
is also suggested by a celebrated writer Kalidasa by
making an address to him as sifrq. Such aww, as Vaila-
bhadeva puts sardlaam-because of fresh fault, would
naturally induce an angry woman (f\93q i €. Fwafedt
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is the proper suggestive phrase used by Kalidasa) to
exile and drive away even her love.

By the error of a scribe or someone else @Eare
has been turned into @¥ETe and that is accepted as a
reading in ‘Kalidasa Granthavali published by Dr.
Revaprasad Dwiveds. But awE—dq afga-aTay would .
hardly create anger in erétor mfgsr The other reading,
absolutely not acceptable is grauary ete. It is a later
creation of a vulgar mind which thought that Kalidasa
was gard. But we know that gia-an intereourse will
hardly constitute any #9F which could lead to anger in
2 wasa Aifasn But unfortunately it is accepted by Malli-
patha and sgaieud is turned by him into gy, while
Vallabhadeva, Arunagri, Narayana etc. have FgmIad,

Another notable examples is afgw and sfwge in
KS. TI 67 seeg fefagq afegeay cte. Here afew is
accepted by Valiabhadeva, Narayaina, Caritravardhana,
Gopal, Brhaspati ete. Mallinatha has sfwm. I we
accept im the word fewq im the text would be
‘meaningless. Nirayana's interpretation is worth-not-
ing fewmania {7 g fa)afeat | geddemfy axft fePasaara
amafafy wd. | AgEEEERETEEER | A textual evidence
qrifgearnaEa iy (KS-III 69.) gocs against the
Teading accepted by Mallinatha. Thus all the readings
of Mallinatha are not worth-accepting but Strya-
Lanta secms to be guided mainly by Mallinitha. The
very first verse of Kumarasambhava s an example
where Vallabhadeva, Brhaspati (fawr@-frarsa), Bharata
famm-agara and ana) Gopila: (fong—wrsa) Narayana
( famrg—reseafead: ) Cactravardhana (frmg-wrrea) etc.
accepted fanrg and only Mallinatha has amig. Strya-

aitadi
See + mifazre €@ AMY 1 —frazis, Rega-e
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kanta not only follows Mailinatha but he also tries
to justify it by bringing a reference from AS.

T HAgRw wwAr @A afeged |

TRerglia Awas g T agw | 5. 34

Teq aw a9 (o) aXRIAT (srafw) afEife g ()
AR gy, oF TE | SYRGAIRESAE  wemy | Al 99w
(erfaan) @ a@ifRy adisfafETan @Ig 1 - gt

Arunagiri and Nariyana accept the reading of
Vallabhadeva and Narayana comments on it as—97
sdwmafey Smy waw [z sf awr acnguE aw: 9 83
aewzraA walad mfaasifaa o 2wm, Nafe A7 e AERARTAL,
@s qate fy | @ qoamifrafaamnaersn’ sfy fag 1 afz @@
qewaiud qT Ay afg aer gty fafva frigednd afg ganl
S aermE e | a9 A Gorsfaiwesrg -

e gel gyzya aganfaeadma:

fadrednnintamary T’ o

(&, e & 1 W Y)

gy geggagaaa fg wedamang ada 1 ‘mats god Tanfe
I | S ASIAGART AA gy w0k 93 qed gur oy At
e

Mallinfitha and Ciritravardhana have alw afied
and they interpret that pepance capable of burning
the worlds is pacified by blessings ( by me-nafs da )
The critical edition of Sahitya Akddemi does not take
a note of aXw-amafmaq as a reading even in critical
apparatus.

afe ma=T qaag A wr TrwRIETay 1
a el A emiraetin mqa3 1
T 43
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Here Dr Siityakanta, following Mailindtha, accepts
wnamgifcg 1 b and waety 398 1 G While suaigufuy
Vallabhadeva$ reading 1s accepted by Arumagm, Na-
tayana and Cantravardhapa Narayana explams it as
soa, aEAER ATy atadag 1 A gamrdawiuday
SIHT WAEAIAAT gl sefam @i 9 qaaafegrd wwfo
agify fr @ =9 gfog ad a4 wafs 1 auaT g PN wEE
adeudsfy w1 anE=afafy wa |~ AETo

Cantravardhana explains-ana srar dmeufag) But
the so called crinical edinon of Dr Siiryakanta has not
noted srmaufay even as a reading 1 cutical edition
No better position prevails for another reading of the
same verse gawagawe which 1s accepted by Vallabha-
deva Caritravardhana, Arunagiri, and Narayana have
qaerdite But this reading too does not find 1ts place
w cntical apparatus of so called critical edition
of XS by Dr Suryakanta This sweise according to
Narayana has a special suggestion  See-amdmaedisy
Ty | AfHCIMORUR  YOUAT age 9% | gur @Rgm wa
wger mgrgmanfe oy wwdd e smarfofifinggaty adf
AT (—ARIETo

sl fmgtaiza
TgonAly gAla PAETCET 1~F  R~%
Here Mallinatha has a reading 1n d smgFrafe
gEraIImeT] T | gwaar fg w2 el wig -afere) which
1s blindly foflowed by Stcyakénta while Vallabhadeva,
Arunagir1, Narayana, Cantravardhana, Bharata, Brhas-
pati, Gopala etc have stmzmize Nariyana explamns it
as wg way, wgwew i The deRdafafy o aar ag
sreufadag faz gft wmsfafe sgrrifgdaamng It
ufafefa fgQsRasdEsad 1 —argars The previovs descrip
tlon “an afamila 11y of =z reveals or suggcsls/



94 Introduction

the @ikt 1in @iz 1e, ego and not that of ggre which
means ‘a menacing sound” or ‘sound of defiance’ *

In Kumarasambhaa VIHU-24 Vallabhadeva has
adopted reading vawafasiiaar which 15 also accepted by
Cantravardhana, Mallinatha, Reviaprasad and Surya-
kanta and noted by Narayaga Here therc 1s an
anachromism Vallabhadeva has tried to overcome the
difficulty of the existance of Ravana at the time of
the marnage of Lord Swa and Parvaty by regarding
him fawaa — cirantana-eternal.

But Narayana has created new reading arimsafi-
wigm-and he tried his best to justfy it by various
arguments ¢

Vallabhadeva has =w w=xdarg (F-78) snwawafaer
(J-10) mmrwr ({1-55) mfrfaate (U-45) gz (1[-51) mefeq
(11-64) ancawn fz feew (I1-16) afwasiz (11-17) grgerd
(11-25) adafey (V 25) azq (V-60) smisgeg (V1)-3
gamate (VII-5) wavawd (VI-6) Jime (VII[-25) etc as
new readings Some of them are adopted by Arunagut,
Narayana, Carntravardhana but most of them even do
not find a place 1n enuical apparatus of so called
3 Scc - *Tle student’s Sanshrit-Lnghsh Dictionary® by V S

Apte, Delhy, 1959, P 146
4 arcIfadeET gar—anear amar wfaacgant digar ast

3 or vz 13g afswr ga nzﬂ'mﬂaxi.nqmﬁ%a e A

a1 A AT R ZAET T Al w3y fpasianr 231 713

mmfefza Taw g afraat semifegarg rigriar eorend-
afazlagew :mg n::mua At fama g:mnal
=il 7 aERR REhT grne o ey frreafaelf
afamela 1 =5% femigrooay e g eefaar NALE |
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critical edion of Kumitrasambhavam prepared by Dr
Siryakanta and published by Sahitya Akademi, Delht,
m 1952

A detailed appendix has been prepared and 18
attached to this edition where 1t 1s made expheitly
clear that the text of Vallabhadeva differs from that
of Mailinatha at 259 places and that of Suryakanta at
199 places There are 116 readmngs of Vallabhadevas
text which differ from Mallinatha’s as well as Strya
kanta’s edition and as pointed out n the above discu-
ssion, many of Vallabhadevas good readinge are not
even mentioned 1 the cntical apparatus of the so-
called critically edited text of Kumérasambhaia

The fun 1s that the learned scholar Dr Sirya-
hanta, while providing a hist of printed editions of
Kurmiivsmbhavam 1n crtical apparatus on P XXV1
mentions Rev T Foulkes KS published m Roman
seript from Madras, 1904, Bheu Day’s KS with Malli
natha’s commentary, Bombay, Samvat 1795, (AD s
not mentraned), Govindza&strr's XS with Mallinatha’s
Commentary, Bombay, Saka Samvat 1847 (AD 1s not
mentioned), Suarima Kavi's KS with commentary
of Malhnitha (Canto T to VII) and that of $itaram
Kavi (Canto IX to XVII) Nirnayasigar Press, Bombay
S C 1946, Taranitha Tarkavacaspati KS bare text of
Canto VI & XVII, Calcutta 1926, Vithalnatha Pandita’s
KS, Canto VIIT & XVII, published in ‘Pangita’ 1866
Vol. T Nos -9 and Jivananda Vidyasigaras KS Canto
Vi1 to XVIII with lus own comment, Caleutta SC
1890

ﬁr. Saryahanta has not mentioned two ery
1mportant editions of KS which have three comme-
ntarics other than thoce mentioned above



9§ Introduction
1 KS with two commentaries Prakasika of Aruna
girinatha and Vivarana of Narayapapapgua
Edited by T Ganapati $astr1, Trivendram 1913

2 KS with Mallinatha’s Commentary Cantos [ 1o
VIII, of Cantravardhan’s Commentary Cantos I
to VI and Sitarama’s Commentary from IX (0
XVIJ, Published by Gujarati Prmnting Press,
Bombay, 1898

Morever while taking note of unpublished com
mentares of KS, Dr  Saryakanta refers to the MSS
of Bharata, Brhaspati, Gopala (P XXIV, Sngurara
Ganesopadhyayasuta—Narayana and Samayasundard
Jamna, but he does not bother to take note of a priof
commentator of Kalidasa viz Vallabhadeva who 15
mentioned more than once even by Mallmatha 1a his
commentary on KS.

So 1 humbly want to put before the assembly of
scholars that the cdition of KS prepared by Dr
Suryakanta can not be called a cntical edition It
may be called an cditton with some readmngs from
various commentaries prepared by Dr Saryakanta
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