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INTRODUCTION

1. THE TEXT

THE text of the Kavyapariksi of Srivatsalfichana
Bhattacarya is based on the following four Mss, which are
fully collated. They are :—

A~—This is India Office Ms, Catalogue No. 1188. It
has 71 folios, 8% inches by 43 inches. Itis written in
clear Devanagari characters of about 1550 A.D., as the
entry in the Catalogue indicates. Fach folio has got 12
lines to a page. This Ms. seems to have been copied
from an older Ms. by some three or four scribes working
in a co-operative spirit, as is clear, first by change of hand
and pen, and secondly by the fact that portions of some
folios are left blank even in the middle of a word followed
by its continuation on the next folio without any break.
Compare, for instance, folios 20 and 21 ; 29 and 30;43 &
44 etc., where the first folio is left partially blank in the
middle of a word, and the text is continued on the follow-
ing folio. At least three different copyists scem to have
prepared this Ms. They all seem to be scholars and not
merely copyists well-versed in the subject matter as certain
remarks such as <fx wa); £fa 71§, which remarks ate found
only in this Ms. but not in the remaining Mss. The
reason seems to be that they got the older Ms. in their
hand as loan for a short while only, and so wercin a hurry

to complete the copying work. This haste is also respon-
sible for several lacunae which arc not found in others.
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B—This Ms. was obtained from India Office Library,
and bears No, 1189 of their Catalogue. 1t has 40 folios,
10} inches by 4} inches ; It 1s fairly well-written in Deva-
niigart of about 1600 A,, 1t has 12 lines to a page.  The
text is fairly accurate,

C—~This Ms, was obtained from the Indin Office
Library and bears No. 1190 in the Catalogue. It is also
fairly well-written in Devanagarl of about 1790 A.D.
There are 86 folios and 9 fines o a page. This Ms. appears
to have been made from BB above. but the text 1s not so
wecurate as jn B, There are several nustakes which se-m 1o
be due to sloventiness of the scribz,

D-=This Ms. comes from the Deccan Collepe Library.
now dsposited in the Bhandmbar Oncmal Rescarch
Institute, Poona, and bears No. 536 of 1884-89. It has
29 folios numbered from 1 to 29, though the text of the
whole of the fiest chapter and part of the second chapter
is missing. It actually begins with & exi . See foot-note 6
on page 10 of the printed text. The size of the folio s 11
inches by &§ inches, each having 1 fnes to a page. lt1s
written in a very fine hand. but the text preserved here s
not ety accurate as wn B, This Ms. alco scems to have
been prepared by a pood Pandu, who, at umss, cnuicises
the views of the author, and inserts some remarks to thic
effeet in the margin which remarks are not to be found
inA.B,os C.

There is a mention in Mss Catalogues of two more
Mss. of this werk, bath in she Sten Collection in the
Raghunitha Temple of Jammu; one of them bears
No. 344, ha< 56 folios, with 1S knes to s pape and about
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38 letters to a line. Ir is dated Samvat 1656, i.e., 1610
A. D, and the other bears No. 522 and is marked as
incomplete. In spite of efforts made to procure these Mss.
for my use, 1 could not succeed in getting them, and there
seems to be no chance in the near future of my getting
them. I however do not think that my text would in any
way be upset even if they had become available. The entry
in No. 344 regarding its date is very important, because the
dates of other Mss. are more or less conjectural.

In fixing my text, I am generally guided by agreement
of Mss., and noted all important variants, silently correct-
ing obvious errors of scribes.

2, THE AUTHOR AND HIs DATE

The author of Kavyapariksa is Srivatsa or Srivatsa-
lsfichana Bhatticarya. From the concluding stanzas of
this work, it appears that he had also another name,
Jadabharata. He calls himself to be a Kavi or poet, and
seems to be proud of his attainments and proficiency in
alt the six systems of philosophy and in grammar. He
says that his work is marked out by powerful reasoning at
every step. He is a devotee of Visnu, and composed this
work at persistant requests from his admirers. From a
quotation in the work introduced by the temark malpituh,
it appears that his father also was a poet. Among his
other works there is a mention of a commentary called
Sarabodhinl on Kavyaprakasa ( not yet published ), the
opening verse of which runs :—

i war farAed Afirat smEte
gyl A /et nERnTOy o
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Mss. of Sirabodhinl are available at the Bhandarkar
Oriental Institute, Poona and Asiatic Society of Bengal,
Calcutta. According to Aufrecht, he also wrote a work
called Kayyamrta, perhaps on Poctics, and a drama called
Ramodaya, but they are not traceable now. Snva}sa-
lafichara and his views are often quoted by later writers
like Jagannitha, supgesting thar he had an honourable
place among the writcrs on Poctics,  We do not get any
more information about him.

As regards his date or age, scholars hold diverse views.
According to Dr. P. V. Kone, he i later than 1400 A. D .
According to Dr. De, he cannot be earlier than 14th
century.  The Jammu Ms, of Kivyaparthei bears the date
of 1610 A. D, The entry in the India Office Catalogue
that the handwriting of the Ms, shows that it belonged to
about 1550 A, D, is vaguc and inconclunive as the Ms is
not the autograph capy of the work. Dr. De says that
Srivatea cites in his commentary on Kavyaprakida the
views of Vidyanitha, the author of Pratiparudra-yado-
bhisana, and therefore must belater than 1323 A, D Aceord-
ing to Dinesh Chandra Bhattacharva ( Banga Nyfya
Charchi in Bengali ) Srivatsa refers in hic Ssrahodhint to
the opinion of Vidyscigara ( Pusdartha ) ag—

T e et pi ol e

TRV wlrewa oererdfred et oefsy

TP weTOTYE w mtn of frorreies g Aeede

Zalztakzr's ortivn p 341

The above passape 1o obvicusly talen from Vidyi-

sigara’s commentary on Kavvaprakada. He further men-

tions that S:vata ic mentioned by Kamalikarzbhatta
( 1612)) and by Japarnatha ( 16201660 A_ D},



It

Let us now see if we can be _more precise than the
above-mentioned views, In the presenl work we have
mention of two writers on Poetics, viz., Misra, presumably
Vacaspati Misra, and Bhaskara. Of these, Bhaskara is the
author of a commentary called Sahityadipiks on Kivya-
prakasa and is mentioned as such by Govinda Thakkura
in his Pradipa, and thus presumbly earlier than A. D. 1500
is As regards Vacaspati Misra, the commentator of Kivya-
prakasa, who is later than and different from the famous
philosopher of Mithila, but earlier than one, the writer of
the Dharmasdastra Nibhandhas under the name of Cinta-
mani ( 1418 A. D, ), we find that he is mentioned by
Candidasa ( circa 1300 A. D, ) on page 17.

wfr srhant sivrarafafmasydiar @t @

and again on page 131 tfr wiamfact mwafafiar:  of the
published portion of his commentary in the Sarasvatl
Bhavana Series. This Vacaspati is also mentioned by
Visvanatha in his commentary on Kavyaprakiga. Now
the date of this Vacaspati, according to Professor Shiva~
prasad Bhattacharya ( vide JOI, Baroda, Vol. 111, No. iv,
page 361 ) is between A. D. 1200 and 1235 The reference
to wdaaf@y wemfafon: does not go  to Vicaspati, the
author of Bhamatr, but to a later one who refuted Khan-
danakhandakhadya of Sriharsa.

As there are no other writers mentioned by our
Srivatsa, we see that his date must be fixed between 12(?0
and 1610 A.D, The mention of Bhaskara does not help us in

“any way in this respect, but reference to Vidyanftha takes
us to the age of Srivatsa lying between 1323 and 1610 A.D.
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There is however a lot of material in the present work
which would help us to narrow down the above period. It
must be admitted that there is no direct mention of
Candidasa ( circa 1285 A. D. ), but his commentery on
Kavyaprakas aseems to have influenced Srivatsa immensely.
it may be noted that Candidasa’s commentary called Dipika
on Kavyaprakasa is characterised by osiginality of views
ard dees not blirdly accept or endorse views of writer on
whose work he wrote the commentary. There have been
numerous instances scattered over the published portion of
Candidasa’s commentary (alas! it is not yet fully available)
wherein he has differed from Mammata, one such instance
being about the definition of Kavya. Candidasa does not
accept Mammata’s definition 32w} wearal F1=aw, severely
criticises it, and comes to the conclusion :—

wmraAaf-anaary scaad: vy ( page 13)
I now ask the reader to tefer to the first or opening Karka
of Kavyapariksa of Srivatsa which reads :—
FrAEENAT: 2w 3=47 1

To me it appears that the resemblance between Candidasa
and Srivatsa is not accidental, but clearly points out to the
fact that Srivdtsa is a follower of Candidasa and belongs
to his school of thought. He must therefore be regarded
as later than 1323 A, 0. Srivatsa’s entire discussion on
the definition of Kavya shows that he is imitating Candi-
dasa. There are several other instances of his differencs
of opinion with Mammata ; several alamkaras treated by
Mammata are tejected by Srivatsa { see pages 92 and 95
where Srivatsa rejects Pratipa and Vyaghsta ), who calls
Mammata to belong to older School, and styles himself as
belonging to Modern School of Poetics.
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There is another point. CandIdasa is a fore-runner of
the School of Poetics subsquently developed by Visvanatha
and Jagannatha, We however do not find a clear reference
to Vigvanatha's definition of Poetry =

F1 TR,

nor any criticism of his views, It is possible to interpiet
the term asvadajivalu to mean Rasa, but the absence of
any criticism or reference to Visvanatha’s definition is to be
noted, and may be regarded as a pointer to Srivatsa’s being
more or less a senior contemporary of Visvanatha, If this
argument is acceptable, the date of Srivatsa would lie
between A. D. 1323 and 1380. The date of Bhaskara being
eatlier than 15th century as given by historians is based on
conjecture, and hence requites further examination. We
know only this much today that Bhaskara is older than
Govinda Thakkura who mentions him, but Bhaskara's
commentary has not yet been discovered. Thus I feel that
Srivatsa belongs to a period lying between A. P.1323 and
1380. As the influence of Candidasa’s work on him seems
to be very strong so as to imitate his definition of Poetry
word for word, I regard him as befonging to Capdidasa’s
school, and he may have hailed, or migrated to, Candidfsa’s
province, Orissa.

3. THe WORK
The Kavyapartksh of Srivatsa is a work on Poctics
and Literary Criticism 1t covers almost alf tie topics dealt
with inthe Kavyapraknga, It is divided into five Ullasas, the
first covering topics dealt with in the first three Ullasas of
Knvyaprakaiéa ; the second covers the next three the
third covers topics in the seventh ; the fourth. those in the
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cighth, and the fifth, those in the last two. In fact this
work may be said 1o bean abridged edition of Kavya~
prakiisa ; it is naturally handy.

Barring a few topics on which Mammata and Srivatsa
differ, there is 2 general agreement in views of these two
writers, The kankas in both resemble each other so greatly
n wording and arrangement that one is tempted to raise
the question whether both Mammata and Srivatsa drew on
an older source likc Bharata to whom tradition ascribes
the karikas in Kavyaprakasa. The Kivyapariksi has 113
karikais, while Kavyaprakisa has 141. Out of 341 illus-
trations in our work, as many as 244 are traceable to
KiivyaPrakasa I am giving in a tabular form the concor—
dance between the Karikas as they are found in these
two works from which it will be clear to the reader that
the text of the karikis of Mammata has been adopted
by Srivatsa nearly 90%, if not more.

Before concluding, T should like to_record my debt of
gratitude to Dr, P. K. Gode of the Bhandarkar Institute,
Poona, who secured for me on loan Mss, from the India
Office Library; to Dr. B. R Sharma, and to Professor Anant
Lal Thakur of the Mithila Institute for finding out refe-
rences ; to my wife Kamala and my daughter-in-law Nalini,
B. A. { Hons. ) for arranging the illustrations ; and to the
staff of the Darbhanga Press Company, Limited for neat
printing of the text in Sanskrit, and to Sudhakar Press,

Darbhanga, for the English portion of the Introduction.
There are a few instances of broken type, but this must be
regarded as an unfailing ornament of printing where Print.
ing Presses ate not equipped with their own foundaries.

Muthila Iastitute, Darbhanga

16th February .1956 P.L. VAIDYA
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Concordance

wTAILET FTATHIR FrERTten FRTIE

1 a —o 27 ab - 36cd
1 ed o cf 4ab 27 cd — 42 ab
2 ab — 6 ab 28 ab e 37 cd
2 ed . —cf6a 28 cd — 38 ab
3 ab — cf 8 ab 29 ab — 38 cd
4 —cf 9 29 ed — o0

5 ab — cf 10 ab 30 ab — 39 cd
5 ed — 10 ¢d 30 ed — 40 ab
6 — cf 11 ab 31 a ~ 40a

7 ad — 11 cd 31 b — o0

8 abe — 12 abe 31 ¢ — 41 a

8 d —cf 19 31 d o

8 ¢f — 20 cd 32 a — 4l ¢

9 ab — 21 cd 2% —o

9 cdef - 22 ab cd 32 ¢ —42c
10 ab — 23 ab 32 d — o
10 ¢ —cf23¢ 33 43 ab
10 4 —23 d- 34 a — 0

T\ L ofded 34 b —cf 43 d
12 ab _5a 34 cd — 44 ab
12 od —5ed 35abed ¢f |—45abed;46ab
13—19 — 2430 36 — 48

20 ad — 23 ab 37—41 = 4953
21 ab — 35ab 42 ab 54cd
2225 — 3134 42 o 55ab
26 ab — 35 ¢d 4350 — 58—65
26 ed — 36 b 5157 I— 6G=—71



AT AFTT ST g1 F1 TER
~74-79 84 ab 107 ed
81 cd 84 cd —108 oD
~82 85 ab 108 ed
—83-84 86 —109
—cf 85 87 ab —110 ab
—86--87 87 cd —TI11 cd
—91-92 88-95 112119
—93 ab 96 abe —120 abe
=0 9o def —0
—95 97 ——cf 120d; 121a
=96 ab 98 ab 121 ed
—0 98 ed =122 ab
—96 cd 99 ab —122 cd
-97 99 cd —123 ab
—98 ab 100 ab 123 ¢b
~ 98 ed 100 cd ——125 ab
-100 101 ab L 125 ed
-101 abe 102 Icf 126
-101 d; 102 a5 | 103-104 —T128-129
~102 ed 105 i—cf 130
103 106-07 |~131-32
—104 a5 108-9 —I35-6
=104 ed 110 ab cd i-137
—105 ab 110 ¢f (=138 ab
— 106 cd I ab i~139 od
—107 ab 112-113 ab 1—T40-141
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FgAL. . A B 9AERATI for *awrd. 4. D garafent for °gaL
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1. B C €T for €372, %, A reads only the first hine of the stanza, and

adds SR AR, X D gdgAfor Q. v D W1 for T w. A reads only the
first line of the stanza, and adds §fa A & A om. this stanza.
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TgfafraatRrg e ge sl 13

w7 SR e AT SRR GREATRIT gw |
Tl qRagie 1 ’

75 afafrerrramTd @t wEke |
Fafrer sqRangd R | aqT—
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“fraiart CRFAITEE | TGET T, qEarNgReERLl
AR g —
& ganTE da & Sreafagay af |
g Arggtmie T RN
ST T S W e e |
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