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Preface

Pt. Rsmanath Dikhshit, Head of the Department of
Theology in the Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya of the Banaras
Hindu University, is an erudite scholar who has learned the
Saman chants and their intricacies from the traditional scho-
lars in South India, The present edition of the Simatantra i
tary is a wel addition to the|

with an
existing literature of the Saimaveda Pratisakhyas,

Fortunately the literary remains of Samaveda literature
are extensive in comparison to those of the other Vedas,
At one time numerous Samhitis of the Samaveda were
known—according to Pataiijali their number was one thousand.
Factually only three of them have survived upto our own
times, viz, the Sambitd of the Raniyaniyas ( edited by J.
Stevenson, 1842), that of the Kauthumas (edited by H.
Benfey, 1848, and by Satyavrata Samaéramin, 1871), and
that of the Jaiminiyas (edited by W. Caland, 1907 ), Of
these the best known is the Sambhits of the Kauth which
has been 50 often printed in the Indian editions, Besides,
the Schools of the followers of Satyamugri, Naigi, and

Gautama. were also once known,

The Brihmana literature produced under the aegis of
the Samaveda Charanas was not less extensive and varied.
OF the same we =t} have the following $ 4. Tandya Mahabra-
hmana, 2, Shadviméa Brahmana, 3. Simavidhina Brahmana,
4, Arsheya Brahmana, 5. Daivata Brahmana, 6. Sathbitopa-
nishad Brihmana, 7 Mantra Bribmana, 8. Vamsa Brahmana,
9. Jaimintya Upanishad Brihmana, 10. Jaiminiya Brahmana,
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But the Vedic schools called Charanas had a very
dynamic institution in the form of Academies called Paris-
had in which both the teachers and their advanced students
participated for discussing textual and exegetical problems
and carried on lively exchanges about the various accents of
recitation and chanting melodies as well as grammatical
questions relating to euphony, vowel el ion or brelise
ation, ete, The di it of the Parishads were ded
considerable weight by the adherents of those schocls and in

course of time came to be embodied as Pirshada literature.
These texts were specifically known as Pratigakhyas.

For Simaveda four such texts are still available, viz,
Pushglsjma. Riktantra, Simatantra, and Aks}:ﬂ[a_t_{;mtra. The
Pushpasiitra consists of ten Prapithakas and is said to have
been written by Pushpachirya It deals with the nature of
such Simans as Midhyandina Pavamina, etc, called the
Uttaragina of the Samaveda. It has been commented upon
by several scholars, and the edition of Richard Simon with
a Cerman translation is best known, There is a Bhishya on
it by one Ajataéatru, edited by Shri lakshmana Shatri Dravid.
Pt, Ram Krishna Dikshit ,wrote another commentary calfed
Phulladipa. The Vedic Research Committee of the Hindu
University also contemplates a new revised edition in the
near future.
¢ The Riktantra deals with grammatical problems rela-
ting to euphony, cerebralisation ( shatva~natva ), elongation,
elision, etc. of letters in the stanzas which had been adapted
for recitation and chanting, Truly speaking it is more of &
Vyakarana than a PratiSikhya. It compiises five Pra pathekps
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and 286 Sttras, and was first edited by Dr. Burnell ( Mang-
lore, 1879 ), and a second time by Dr. Surya Kanta Shastri
(Lahore, 1933) with exhaustive notes and a commentary
called Riktantravivriti. Dr Surya Kanta following the evide-
nce of colophons in ipts and the dit

accepted Achirya Audavraji as the author of the Riktantra.
It was undoubtedly an ancient treatise and some of the siitras

in the Riktantra and in Panini’s Ashtadhyayl are similarly

worded and deal with identical topics
The Aksharatantra consists of only two Prapathakas |

and is a kind of supplementary text to the Simatantra, being
some times mentioned as the fourteenth and the fifteenth
Prapithaka of the latter text, Its main topic is the treatment
of Stobhas, also called akshara, whence the name of the trea:
tize, The Stobhas are the extensions of syllables, repetitions
and interpolations of syllables or even of whole words, ae
Hoyi, Hova, Hau, Hoi, Hai, Oi, Ai,etc. which were like huzzas
or shouts of joy added ta the simple richas in order ta
convert them into songs for singing ( sama-gina); e.g.in

the following mantra :
U ey ponegendat fiamm |
weAl Brden I
(Rigveda V1, 16.18)

12 3323y A IR
W e gerogeTeAl Pwaa
L3 ] w IR
et fsrew aEa:
( Samaveda, Parvarchika, Agneyakinda,

Prapathaka 1. Dasati 1, Mantra 9)
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ASRIVEA! | FSRIBEWN | TadT | AsuAISEIR 1
[ AR, 2.2.95 | Satvaleker’s edition, . 8]

What has been said above with respect to the subject-
matter of the Aksharatantra holds good also to that of the
Samsatantra Pritiéakhya which is par excellence a compres
Ihc:mive work on the conversion of Siman stanzas into Saiman
(songa by the devices of Svaras, Stobhas and other grammati
cal operations, all of which are illustrated in detail in the Bhi-
shya, published here for the first time with the text. It is said
that a commentary named Simatantra-prakaéiki by Maha-
ganapati aleo exists explaining both the Siitras and the Bhas-
hya but in an incomplete manuscript.

The Samatantra seems to follow the Kauthuma Sakha,
since all the examples quoted in the Bhiishya are traceable
to this particular recension, except in a solitary case, The exm-
ples in the Bhashya show much greater familiarity with the
Veya-gina or Grimegeya-gina than the Kmnya—g:‘ma. The
author of thc Simatantra, according to a statement in the
Simaveda-sarvinukramani, was Audavraji, and happily this
isithe name that also occurs in many of the colophons to the
Mss. There is close affinity between the Riktantra and the
Samatantra in the matter of common technical terms
( Peribhishas ) which are not cxplained by either. Possibly
they had a Pratigakhya traditi

before them which
belonged to an important branch of the Simaveda and to the
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Parshada lucubfations to which both treatises were deeply
indebted, Dr. Surya Katna even suggested some relationship
between Sakatiyana, author of the Riktantra, and Audavraji,
author of the Samatantra, surmising the possibility of the
former being the pupil of the latter,

The Simaveda Sambiti as at present available in the
Kauthuma recension comprises 1810 mantras, or bsrring repe-
titions only 1549, of which all excepting 75 occur in the
Rigveda. Therefore the main purpose of this and of the
Udgatri priest handling it in the ritual was to sing the
verses as 8o many chants or melodies spun out of the metr-
ical verses which were on that account known as the Yoni>
Mantras. The present Sarhiti text consists only of the
Yoni Mantras and the melodies or song~books have
been handed down separately, It was possible that one
basic verse was chanted in more than one melody, of
which the number at one time is said to have been quite
considerable, As it is, the first part of tha Sama-Sambita
is called Parvirchika or simply Archika, i. e, the collec
tion of Riks of which the numberis 585, The number of
chants based on them is 1198 as published in Satvalekar’s
edition, They ate called the Veyagana or Gramageya-gina,
and the chants are dedicated to the eulogy of the three gods,
viz, Agni, Indra and Pavamina Soma, the three divisions
being respectively called the AgneyaParva, Aindra Parva and
Pivamina Parva, As the name Grimageya or Grimegeya
suggests these chants were intended to be sung in villages
or homes.

At the end of the Parvarchikais a small Parva called
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Aranyakanda comprising 55 mantras, and ansther called-
Mabanamnt Archika of 10 mantras, On these were based
the I_\ranyageya-gﬁna, i, €., chants sung in the forest.

The concluding portion is called the Uttararchika cont-
aining 1225 stanzas, Three of such stanzas formed a Pragitha
or Triplet to be sung by the Udgati priest in the Yajiias, The
melodies of the Uttaritchika were known as Uhyagina and
Uhagana. ‘On the whole the first verse of the triplet occurs in
the Pivirchika, which indicates that the melody, which bel-
ongs to this verse, is to be applied to the whole triplet For
example. the first verse of the tripletin the Uttardrchika (1 1.
1.2.39) beginning “kayid na$chitra a bhuvadati” occurs
in the Parvarchika (2.2,3 5 169). According to the
Grimegeyagina this tich is sung to the Vamadevya Siman.
On this melody then, the three verses of the Uttarirchika (32~
34) must be chanted at the sacrifice (Dr Surya Kant, Rikta-
ntra, lntra  pp.20-21). The Uhyaganas were based on the
atanzas and meladies of the Aranyegeya-gina and the Uhag:
ana on those of the Grimegeyagana ( FZat anNaIA | FAMA
AT, ).

In the printed texts of the Simaveda Samhita the accen-
ts are indicated by the numerals 12,3, Of these 1 stands for
Uditta, 2 for Svarita and 3 for Anudatta accent. These are
the same Accents as found in the Rigveda, only marked differ-
ently. The later half of Svarita is sometimes called Prachaya,
the first half being known as the Svarita proper.

But the markings on the Saman songs are according to

the musicat notes, being indicated as 1,2, 8,4, 5,6, 7. In
most of the the melodies are ch

ted by five notes
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only, and therefore the numerals 6, 7 cccur in only a few of
them, The seven notes of the Siman songs correspond to
those of music as f ollows:

1, 79— aw 17

2. g —~rar 1T
3. afm—am 131
4, sgt—qgx  lan

5. qan—faag 1 &

6 qg— B 1491

7.qAR—9g@ 191
The initia) note of the chant was the fifth and called Atikrushta.
Thusithe primary purpose of the Sama stanzas brought together
in the Samhitii either singly or in triplets a3 to use them as
the,Yanis of particular melodies or songs for singing in assem-
blies or at the time of sacrifices. Their tunes contribute an
important chapter to the history of Indian music. The function
of the deliberations in the Parishads of the schools of the
Simaveda was more or less to settle the form of the stanzas

when converted into Chants, and incidentslly also to di:
the grammatical operations. This dual purpose is evident also
in the Satras of the Samatantra, Itis quite 2 comprehensive
trentise containing 1311 sittras, i, ¢., about one~third of the
extent of Panin’s Ashtadbyiyl

The present edition hy :Pandit Shri Ramanath Dikshit
is a very welcome addition to the existing Samavedic literas
ture. The siitrns had once been printed in Grantha script
long ogo from Tanjore in an edition of the Sima-songs, but
without any comment or explanation The Devanigart text of
all the thirtecn Prapithakay togsther with an old Bhishya by
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an unnamed author makes this important treatise so accessible
to scholars and students of the Simaveda. The Editor has
taken great pains in the preparation of a critical text on the

basis of siz ipts collected from Madars, Baroda, Poona,
etc. All lovers of Vedic literature will feel grateful to Pandit
Shri Ramauath Dikshit for devoting himself to this task.

Banaras Hindu University V. 8. Agrawala,
27,9, 61. M. A, Ph, D, D. Litt,
Head of the Dept. of Art and
Anrchitecture, College of Indology,
Banaras Hindu Univrsity.
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