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INTRODUCTION

(1) Tue EDITION

Tae Avapisaéatasa or Century of Noble Deeds of Lord
Buddha was edited by Dr. J. S.”Speyer of Leiden University
( Holland ) and published in the Bibliotheca Bl.l[!dhi.ca I, in
1906-9 (B in marginal references). The present edition is based on
this edition, with such modifications as required by modern trends
of thought and advance in textual criticism. For fixing his text
Dr. Speyer utilised four Mss., three in Nepalese and one in
Devanigari scripts and fragments of a fifth. He utilised also the
Tibetan and Chinese translations, Féer’s French translation of the
work, as also the texts of the Divyivadana, Kalpadrumavadina,
Bhadrakalpivadana, Adokiivadina, Vicitrakarmikavadina, Ratni-
vadanamali, Dvitriméatyavadanamala and Avadanakalpalati of
Ksemendra. His careful study of this vast material has given ug
a very readable text of this work. Many of his foot-notes may
appear to be superfluous now as textual criticism has made a
great advance since the days of Speyer; they only indicate a very
methodical handling of his Mss. material. I have retained as
many of his foot-notes as app eared to me quite necessary,

(2) THE AvADANA LITERATURE

The term Avadina, Sk. Apadana, primarily means good
illustrious, heroic or noble act. It sometimes g esignat, s
Buddhavacana and constitutes seventh of the twelve Dj, €3
Pravacanas of Sanskrit Buddhism. There must have been a rma
literature under this class of which only a fraction ig pres vast
in Mss. We have got only four works in print, viz., Divyivacd;ved
Jatakamili, Avadanakalpalati and the present work, A’ fev na,
are printed here and there. It appears from references v more
Kalpadrumivadﬁnamali, tenth story of which ig printed }lln\d_n:
Appendix 1, that some scholars specialised in this ¢lagg c ere in
ture and were known as Avadinarthakovida (St 06 litera.
Avadanika (St. 106), just as some monks were Callcd'sl 2) or
or Abhidhammika or Suttadhara and Vinayadh, ttantiy,
Avadana type of literature, is closely related to th, ara, .
ture with this difference that Jitaka stories usua]) 3 litera.
“past life of Buddha as Bodhisattva, while in avafl_rcfﬁ' to
himself plays an important role, “nas Budgp,
*

¢ Jatak



x

The Avadinas and Jitakas do not.belong to the hlghej
plane of Buddhist teaching ; they do not pretend to afford scope
for higher philosophical study or meditation, and hence perl:iips
works like Jataka, Apadana, Petavatthu, Viminavatthu, Bud is
vamsa, Cariyapitaka, Theragithi and Therigithz do not fin
place in Siamese Tripitaka. They are found to havf: a Plé}CC m
the Vinaya and Sutta Pitaka in their Pali and Sanskrit versions.

The Avadana literature can be classified into three types,
two of them canonical and the third post-canonical. The first is
to be found in Vinaya texts or Sitras in the episodes or cxamPk;
of rules, The Divyivadana belongs to this class. The seco’ﬂd
canonical type is represented by Apadana and Jataka., The Eh-lr
is represented by all later collections of avadinas or smg]*;
avadanas, remnants of which in Sanskrit constitute only a small
portion of what once existed.

(3) THE AVADANASATAKA AND 115 TRANSLATIONS

The Avadanagataka, according to Wessillief, belongs to
the first preaching period of Sakyamuni, indicating a high
antiquity of the work, It was translated into Chinese in the first
half of the grd century 4. v. as stated in Nanjio’s Catalogue,
No. 1324. In Avadina No. 83 there is a mention of Dinara} asa
minted coin (laksanihatarh diniradvayam ). This indxca_t“
that the present collection must be placed later than the beginnin
of the Chistian era. It would not be far from wrong if we place
the date of the present work at about 100 A. b, The Tibetan trans-
lation of the Avadana¢ataka is found in Tanjur, Mdo. X}.ﬂx‘
Burnouf drew attention of scholars in his work In[raa'uclwn'd
I Histoire du Buddhisme and gave translations of portions from it.
Léon Féer published a translation of the whole work in French

n AMG. Vol. XVIII, using the Tibetan translation. Dr. Speyer
frequently refers to this translation as well as personal corres-
pondence with Fler in his notes in deciding doubtful passages 0!

the text. He has alto utilized the Divyivadina, and several
unpublished avadanas in manuscripts.

(4) Tue ConTENTS

. The stories in the Avadina¢ataka are divided into ten
sections or vargas of ten storjes cach, The fifik story is unfor-
tunately lost in the original  Sanskrit, Lut js preserved in its



XII

I should like to draw the attention of the reader toa
chronological statment in story No. 100, in which the time which
elapsed between Buddha's Parinirvina and the days of A.é‘_ﬂ“
and Upagupta is mentioned as hundred years, while the tradition
as recorded by Buddhaghosa, with a detailed chronological data,
gives this to be 218 years. A good deal of the text of Nos. 40 aﬂ_d
100 has been borrowed from a Sanskrit redaction of the Ma!w-
parinirvina Sitra.  There are similar parallelisms ; €. g, a portion

of No. g9 is equal to Majjhima Nikaya No. 74, and of No. go
equal to No. 82.

There is one more point to be noted, The difference
between Avadanadataka and other Avadinamilis is that the
authors of the latter works were followers of Mahayana. Theintro-
duction of Bodhisattvas among attendants of Buddha, references

to Amitibha and Sukhavati in those works clearly prove this
point.

Darbhanga,

20-1-1957

Mithila Institute,
} p. L. V.
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9 S=(wAmM, a hot=water bath, Compare the expression SR,
hot-chamber.
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Copies of this Volume, postage paid, can be had from your wswal
Book-seller or from the Director, Mithila Institute, Darbhanga,
on prepayment of Rs. 10.00 for Ordinary edition tnd
Rs, 12.50 for Library edition either in cash,

Postal order or M. O. -



