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5 PN
RI Sachchidananda Sivabhina
° Bbarati Swamigal was the unfamiliar
% name of that most familiar, magnificent
and divine Personality that gracefully
adorned the tbrone of the famous Bringeri Mutt
on the banks of the pure Tangsa  He was well
known =zmong bis disciples as the simple
“*Sringeri Jagadgurn”, Bornof highly learned and
pious parents bhe inherited at bis very birth all the
learning and piety and the religipus fervour of his
father Kunigal Rama Sastrigal the famous Vidvano at
the court of the Maharaja Krishna Raja Wodayar
III of Mysore and the favoured disciple of the
renowned Tryambaks Sastrigal of the Court of the
Peshwas of Poona. Even as an infant of two
years old he Jisped in the stolias repeated by hig
father and danced with him in his agnihotre
bouse. Even thén he used to smear himself with
holy ashes and play swith the cluldren at worship-
ping the Gods. The child was the father of the man
and even at a very early age he exhibited traces of
all the characteustics tbat went in later years to
make him the greatest of all mortals At the age
Ww.i
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of eight he was invested with the sacred thread by
hig elder brother the well-known Lakshmi Nrisim-
ha Saatrigal and soon after, he was initiated into
the Sannyssa Asrama by the then Bri Jagadguru
of the Sringeri Mutt Sri Nrisimha Bharati Swami-
gal, and this was the signal for the exhibition.of
his greatness. On the very day he became 2
sannyasin it was rather late in the evening when
all the nocessary rites were finishad and when the
Sringen Jagadgurn found this young boy of only
eight years of age naturally tired, he asked him to
retire and when our marvellous young &wami
went to sleep he uttered in his sleep the following
grand truth for the realisation of which the most
learncd people yearn in vwvain viz, iﬁ?s:t{
(Sarvoham) thus giving out for the first time a
glimpse of his universality. Since then, day by day,
he became the cynosure of all eyes. His winning
personality, his smiling countenance, his many-
sided learning, his broad sympathy, his child.like

implicity, his ch i innd , his eager
thirst for knowledge, bis intense solicitude for the
wellare of all, his devoub piety, his religious zeal,
his earnest belie! in the Sastras, his rigorous
pennnce, his innate parity, his easy nceessibility,
the nobility of his mind, the breadth of hia'views,
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the magnanimity of his temper, his universal
kiodness, his engaging conversation, bis retentive
memory, and [ast though not least bis wunificent
generosity-—all these attracted towards him every
living soul that came in contact with him. None
approached him in vain, Nope went back dis-
appointed  People flocked ta him in crowds and
waited at his doors for hours together just to get
a glimpse of that divine countenaunce shedding
lustre all round. The moment they got a sight
of it they considered themselves the happiest of all
human beings  What was it that made them s0?
It was nothing but the divine lustre that shone in
his face It was nothing but the Universal sym-
pathy that | d on his count It was
nothing but the marvellous superhuman milk of
kindness that flowed from his heart—the beart
that always melted 1n divine ecstasy ever desirous
of universal bappiness It was this charactenstic
that was the most peculiar in him and that assert-
ed his divinity to a great extent. He was always
perfectly impartial. Every ope was equal imn his
eyes. He cared not for riches  He cared nok for
position. No-—nothing bus Bhakti could attract
people to bim  Ricb or poor, high or low, every-
hody had to go through the portal of Bhakth to
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approach his august presence. Everyone that
came to him, he loved as himself thus exhibiting
bis divinity. Fvery one who had even two minu-
tes conversation with him went out of his presence
with the full conviction that he was the object of
some special love for His Holiness. " Who but ‘a
divine persen could be thus universally peloved ?
‘And who but o divine incarnation could thus iofuse
universal love into the minds of all ?

Of such a divine personage it is impossible to
draw a sketch  His activities were many-sided.
His ki ledge was iscient His devotion
was intense. His sympathy was universal and bis
purity contagious. No man was ushered into bis
holy presence who did not go back full of moble
resolve to lead thence-forward a purer and a more
exalted life To hear of him was a pleasure. To
gee him was n privilege. To speak to him was &
real blessing and to be granted a special interview
-—Ah! that was the acme of happmess whick peOPlO
coveted most in all ea The
force of his wonderful personality was snch that
one word, nay ome smile or even one look was
quite enough to converi even the most indifferent
of persons into his most nrdent snd obedient of
disciples,
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. His sympathics wore thoroughly cosmopoli-
tan, He never confined himsolf to nny particular
sect or caste. He was all tolerant. He bolonged
to all, ircespective of casto or creed. Was he nob
the Jagadgura—the garu of the whole world?
True to his appellation he embraced within the
swoep of his love, people of all nationalitios and of
all climes. Brabmins and non-brahmins, Hindus
and Malomedans, Parsis and Christians, Europe-
ans and Australians all these claimed—nay even
received equal treatment at the hands of His
Holiness. All these vied with each other in doing
homage to him. He knew of no narrow-minded
sectarisnism in his love. He saw the same Atma
i. e., bimself in all beings whatever be their nation-
ality. Once, at Chennapatna in Mysore Province,
when he sat in the midst of a large
concourse of Mahomedans ywho were eager to do
him &l kinds of service and freely conversed with
them to their great enjoyment, he did not know
the pasung of the time and when at last he was
reminded of 1t and the nudience dispersed, he
expressed to one who asked him about 1t that he
did not at alt feel that he was sitting so close to
the Mabomedans conversing with thems but that
all along he enjoyed supreme bliss arising from
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communion with his own Atma. Such was the
great Mahatma who always forgot his surroundings
and considered every one as his own self. Thab
was the secret of his immense popularity. Letters
came from different parts of tho sworld, from
Epglavd, from Holland, from Germany, from
Australia, from utter strangers, begging for some
token, some wateh or locket, touched by His
Holiness which they may preserve for ever asa
talisman to protect them from all evils. Such
was the belief in his sinctity even among the
modern scientifically advanced nations.

He was grand in his simplicity. Ho was
actually rolling in wealth, People would give
anything and everything to get his hlessings. All
comforts that love or money could secure were 2t
his beck and call Still he was perfectly indifferent
to them. He never cared for them. Not only did
he not care for them, but he actually did not know
the value of them as it is understeod by us He
did not know the difference between one Rupee
and one lac of Rupees. He considered both as
valnable as the mud he was treading on. He would
very often lie down on the bare ground and as often
wander in lonely forests and derive therefrom
immense pleasure. He would scorn all riches.
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He would scorn all parapbernalia. * But bo was
tied down by the command of his Guru to a Mutt
which, ever since hig assuming tha reins, had
immense riches and large paraphornalin. He felt
himself bound thereby. He yearned to be free
He would use golden vessels for the Mutt Puja
but for bis own use he would bave simple wooden
vessels. He could not understand why people led
evil ways. He would shudder to hear of the
world's wickedness. He wonld talk words of
wisdom as freely to the prince as to the peasant.
He was never reserved. e would listen patiently
and advice freely without fear or favour. He was
the most easily accessible of all. Thousands of
people visited bim daly and prayed for the relief
of their wants. He had a Innd word to say to
each after attentively listening to his or her tale of
woe and then pgive them some prasada shich
would cure their malady either physical or mental
He would sctually shed tears when be found people
suffering and would pray to god to relieve their
suffering.  Such was bis simplicity that every
diseiple of hig felt that he possessed a tower
of strength in his Gura who could be approached
at all times on even the slightest pratest of ~
distress.
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He was mighty in bis learning. ¥o was
vorscious in his reeding. At.sharp intellect, s
.rotcnﬁvo memory and s keen zest went lo mark
him as the nost distinguished scholar of his day.
His liesure moments, he would pever spend in
vain  Ho would always either read something or
repeat something, His learning swns not only
deep but also many sided. He eould break a lance
with any adversary in any of the sastras. There
was no branch of knowledge which he did nob
know and that sastraically,. He wes Mantra
Sastra personified. Mantras were at bis finger's
ends. He knew Nodi Sastra—a sastra quite
unknown now-a.days—perlectly well. He was
equally learned in Vaidya Sastra. He knew very
well the medicinal value of all kinds of berbs. In
Tarka and Vedanta nobody could even understand
the arguments put fortb by him without much
labour and thought- With all bis lenrning be was
perfectly simple in his expositions. The highest
truths he would expound to the veriest tyro in
language easily understandable by him  The most
knotty points he would uaravel in & marvellously
easy way to the intense admiration of his audience
The Sastras were his playground. He would
rovel in them as often and as mueh os he could.
Besides the Sastras hs was an adept in kavyas and
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dramas also. It may be fairly said without fear
of contradiction that he had gove through every
branch of Sanskrit Literature and retained most of
it in his memory. It was a very favourite pastime
with him to repeat what are known as dAnfadi
Slokas. More than bhalf-a-dozen pandils may
rangs together against him and still be would be a
match to them all. He would repeat from
reemory Slokas by bt ds and all bis op ts
may exhaust all their stores but he would be in-
exbanstible Ramayana was bis favourite Poem.
He would oftentimes read it and while reading it
merge himself in its scenes and laugh or weep a5
occasion demanded. It was an exceedingly rare
privilege and pleagure to bear him resd those ex-
cellent scenes so excellently portrayed in the
Ramayana. DMost of the hook be knew by heart
and when he read them the hearer would feel a8
though transported bo the actual scenes and would
be cartied away by emotipns suited to the occar
sion. He was o very good poet as will be clear
from these pages. Bat 2}l his powers of composi-
tion were directed towards praising the gods and
invoking their blessings on manokind, When he
entered a shrine he wonld inveloniaitly begin to
Ho cared nat for oruate Bourishes

repext slokas
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in bis poems. They were the outpourings of an
cxuberant soul.  Genuine flow of Bhakti could be
traced in esch of his poems. He wrote not for
name or fame. He would muse oo the deity and
would quite anexpectodly all iato the postic vein
and 1epeat slokas after slokas the force and
pathos of which pierced through the hardest heart
and brought tears even to eyes that never before
wept under the influence of religion. Similarly
while teaching his disciples any sastraic work he
would all on & sudden begin to lecturo Iucidly and
eloquently on the most abstruse points and on
several of these occasions no notes were taken and
thus ‘full many a gem of purest ray serene’ has
been lost to the world.

He was intensely earnest in his Bhakti, He
pever considered himself as other than human.
He would pray to God ardently that his human
short-comings mway he reetified. His method of
petformiog Puja was a sight to ses, None could
hurry him in bis puja He wmay have some one
hundred idols before him FEach idol must be
separately worshipped. Each must bave its
allotted savdal, akshata, kumkuma and flower.
FEach must be praised. Bach must be meditated
apon Of course Sri Chandramoulisvara and Sri
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Samfla occupied the foremost place in his mind.
They stood epart and he was never satisfied with
doing puja to them. He may not on some days
do any outward puja to them, but inwardly they
never left his mind. He used to converse with
them freely and even quarrel with them at times as
though they were his playmates. He would never
think of them as images but wonld feel their living
presence. He would not give them any natvedya
(offering) either too hot or too cold, He would try
his best to make them eat whatever he offered
them. He would repeat stotras with all the
enthusiasm of a devotee and at times dance for
joy. Above sll his Bhakti towards his guru was
something beyond deseription. He would talk for
days together nbout the greatness of his guru. All
his talk, all his deeds, in short everything of bis, he
would dedicate to his guru. His guru was ever a
living presence to him  He would consult him on
each and every occasion Without bis express
permission he would never do anything. He
would be never tired of worshipping his guru. His
curn also was equally attached to him. He called
our Swami as the aurasaputra (own son) of Sri Sara-
da. He told him that be would enjoy all the bless-
ings of bis lifelong penance. Even after his departure
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ho appeared to his disciple and told him that ho
was always near him. This intense gurubhakti,
this refusal to leave the guru alone even sfter his
departure from this world was a thing unknown
in the annals of modern discipleship. Every day
he would first worship his guru's sandals. His
Gurupadukastotra {pp..207-209) will clearly indi-
cata the qualities ho atiributed even to the sandals
of hiz gurn  There need not be any doubt about
the sincerity of his utterances. They need not be
attributed to poetic exaggeration. He not only
fully believed 1n what he sai@ but he knew full
well that they were sl true,

His kindness know no bounds. To one and
all that approached bim he was uniformly kind.
Harshness was a thing unknown to him, Hatred
was & word not to be found in his voeabulery, He
was always kind. Even to ns servants he was noth-
ing but kind, Real anger was really foriegn to
him. Even feigned anger was but the passing mood
of & moment, Kind words, kind deeds and kind
thoughts he spread all around. Alwa.ys Wlﬂl n
smiling cou fuil ot b 1 t
be would warmly welcome avery one that ap-
proached him, tenderly enguire sfter their wellare
a8 though he were n rember of their family and
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by words and deeds relieve their distress whatever
that may be. He would never forget faces, but
remember people onco seen even after the oxpiry
of thirty years. He would never rest content with
having done 5 kindpess to his bbakta. He wounld
always be eager to do bim more. He would shower
blessings on him one aiter another in quick succes-
sion. He was over ready not only o affeviate
the physical and mental distress of his innumer.
able disciples but was equally prompt in
teaching them the required mantras, 1 inttiating
them into tho path of knowledge and dhyana and
in showing them the means to liberation. He
knew instinctively what a person wanted and
would teach htm just the thing required. Io short
avery one who approached him returned not only
perfectly satisfied but also overwhelmed with his
kindness

He was »2n y
tionist, His conversations were always full of
sparkling wit and wisdom. Ha would always bave
the right word to say st the right moment. Hig
argnments would be not only qmte convincing but
also hrusts, For inst a certain
person who had not much of faith in our sastras
but who was still attracted by the d

lendid h
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magnotic fores of IHis Holiness approached him
and asked him as follows ™ What is the use of the
Staddha ceromony ?  Is it not mere superstition ?
Is it not absurd to say that by offering some things
here in a prescribed way the lorofathers wers satis-
fied? The rico wa offer is still in our presence
and yet how could we tsay that our forefathers
have partaken of it and are henco comtent. Can
absurdity go further.” His ¥oliness smiled nnd
replied. * My dear—, You are perfectly right in
your doubt. If I show you n paralle! example
where by observing certain prescribed rules and
forms, a person who is not in your presence is sa-
tisfed, will sou accede that it is nobt so very
absurd as it at first seems to you. Take for exam-
ple the system of Telegraphic Money Orders The
authorities have prescribed certain rules and forms
for such Telegraphic Money Orders. If you con-
form to those rules and forms and take the money
to the Post Otiice, even while the money you paid
lies on the table in your presence, the person to
whom you intended it to benefit is actually bene-
fitted. While human agencies can thus satisfy the
cravings of people at a distance is 1t impossi-
ble for divine agedcies? Only you should do it as
it is prescribed In the instance of the Telegraphic



Xy

Money Order also it is so. Unless you strictly
follow the prescribed rules and forms no effect will
be produced. Similarly your forefathers syho had
eyes of wisdom foresaw the methods by which they
could be .plensed after their departure from this
world and preseribed the rites and rules accord-
ingly. If yeu follow them you would cer-
tainly please thems  Why do you doubt it?” The
hearer was quite struck with the force of the argu-
meut and went awav thoroughly changed in his
mind. Thus, words and arguments came to him
of their own accord at the requisite moment, The
Poot Bhavabhuti's saying gfiort gatiagrai araagt
sAYARY was quite true in his case. His words
never went empty As he was full of anugraha
he scattered his blessings far and wide.

He was a great Yogi and a Siddha of & very
high order. Nothing was impossible to him. The
great Rajayogin Sri Sadasivendra Saragvati was s
ideal. But he more than realised bis ideal. The
only difference was, the one roamed frecly wher-
ever he willed whereas the other was bound downr
to a mighty Seat by the command of bis guru and
accordingly had to restrain bimself within its limi-
tations. Bub numerous were the oceasions when
bis yogic powers were much in evidence. In the
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widst of n very largo concourse of people, nmidst
tho din and noira of & hugo erowd, when different
kinds of musical instruments wero at their foudest,
when brahmins loudly chanted tho Upanishads,
when the temple bella pealed with Joud ringing
voite, in the midst of ro much hubbub and confus
sion he would restrain hin breath, and go intoa
trance.  Suddenly his form would beeomo motions
tess, his eyes would bo more than hall closed, un-
consciousness would overtake bim and he would
remain in such teanscendent Samadhi for even
hours together. None could rouse him up from
that trance. Who could fathom the depth of
that insensibility ? Tvorything will bave to wais
until he returned of bis own nccord to consclous-
ness. Onee while crossing the Tunga, his foot
slippod from the sandal and he had a nasty
cut right necross his sola, The servant who
accompanied him supporting his palm was likewiso
cut in hig foot and when both reached the shore
tho servant could not walk even o single step and
His Holiness observing this enquired of him the
cause of it.  But the servant noting the free flow
of blood from the sole of His Holiness was mueh
shocked and pointed it oub to him, But he simply
passed bis bhand over the sole and said that
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vothing was the matter With bim and lo! the
servant was surprised to find the sole quite hale
without any sign of any cut. Then the servant
was given some prasada and wag advised to stay
at home till his foot healed’ He could be presont
in several places simultancousty Once while at
Ramesvaram he wanted a particular disciple who
was away st Trichinopoly to go to him  On re-
ceipt of the wire the disciple ran 1o all haste to
Rameswararn which be reached at about 9 o'clock
in the night, but found that His Holiness wag ab
Dhaunshkodt The dicoiple wanted to go fo
PDuaousbkodi at once hut no sort of conveyance
could bo had then erther for love or for money.
Neither a single cart vor a palanguin was
available  As, for boats they Wwore not to be
thought of, since the winds were upfavourable

While in thiz plight the disciple prayed to
his gurn to take him te Dhanushkodi and wonder
of wonders ! at ahout one o'clock 10 the night three
boatmen cams to the discinle of their own accord,

took Lim foa boat and loisted the mast, The

quite favourable, the disciple saw his

wind was
& chatiing ple:

guru alzo ing him an
ly the journey to Dhanushkodi was accomplished

w.ii .
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within one hour. On alighting there tho disciple
lost sight of his gurn who accompaniod him all
along and when he was ushered into bis presence
at the Mutt the guru smiled and the diseiplo wept
for joy. The boat that took the disciple in the
dead of night conld not return but had to drift for
amonth on account of unfavourable twind. On
another occasion he wanted a particular disciple
who was 200 miles away to go to him. He sent
5 mental message apd the disciple who was then
{ully engrossed in his business heard all on & sud- *
den the clarion call of his gurn and he immediately
started to his holy bresence. When it was reached
the first greeting of his guru was * Did you recsive
this message (touching his heart) that T sent you.”
Instanges like this could be multiplied’ but space
forbids,

Above all be was a true Sannyasin  Never for
a moment did he swerve even one-thousandtls of
an inch from the rigorons path ordained for that
mos$ noble and most difficult of all asramas, the
Saunyasa Asrama. None had mastered its rules so
well and nore followed them so closely as ba  In
spite of his manifold dutiesas the head of the most
infinentint Mutt, in spite of bis ionumerable disei-
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ples who did not allow him even a single moment's*
leisure and in spite of the various calls on his at-.
tontion he was most faithful to the duties of his
asrama, His was true renunciation. In the midst

of strife he knew the abiding Pesce He was’
right in the midst of the world but still quite be-

yond it. He was thorqughly unattached to any-

thing wordly, though he appeared extremely at-
tached to every one of his disciples. He was

thoroughly selfless though he was always medita-

ting on the Self: He was n triumphant example,

a living realisation of the complete conquest of alb

dvandvas or pairs of opposites. He did not care &

straw for all the gold or sll the fame that is in this

Universe. He held the world but as a world, as &

stage where every one had to play a part. He had

thoroughly controlled his flesh. He was full of

soul, full of the reality of religion, full of joy and

{ull of blessed purity. In short, He was undouhi-

edly a very great Mabatma bat without any

mysteries or vceultisms

I may thus go on 2d infinitum mentioning
one after another his marvellous divine qualiﬁas:
But words fail me. My mind is bewildered by the
grandeur of the mighty personage whom T bave



xx .

ventored to draw a skotch of. I have not been
chle to express here even one-millionth part of
what I foel. 'Was be not God inearnato—a living
and walking God on earth? Was he not then, in
the Janguage of tho Sruti, beyond the reach
of words? Then whoam I to atteinpt a sketch
of him? He wns irnfinity and infinite were his
qualities, How can any one adequately des-
cribe in words this vast storshouse of know-
ledge, this boundless ocean of bhakti, this
original fountain.head of mercy, this undefiled
sourca of purity, this personal embodiment of all
virtues and this perfect type of rigorous renuncia-
tion. Even the mind refuses to fathom the depth
of the all-round greatness of this mighty personage.
“What need be said about the poverty of words? He
was unique with none to approach him even as
second. His spotless holiness, his deep plety, his
unspeakable blessedness, bhis endless wisdom, his
childlike peacefulness and his umiversal affection
beggar all description. His was a life of resolute
good, Iterable will and hl desire of
Universal happiness, He was and is in short,

. "' Thal light whose smile kindles the Universe,
That Beauty in which all things work and move,
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That Benediotion whish the eclipsing Curse
Of birth can quench not, that sustaining Love
‘Which through the web of being blindly wove
By man and heast and carth and air and sea,
Burns bright or dim, as each are mirrors of
The fire for which all thirst.”

The humblest of all kus disciples,
. K. JBalasubrakmanyam.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

A word of explanation as regards the places
where and the occasions when these stotras were
composed will be found very useful for a right
understanding of them.

The Gapadhipapancharatnam (pp. 1—2) was

d in imitation of Sri Sank Bhsgavat-
pada's Ganesapancharatng, for the purpose of
itation during the G isablia held 2

in the presence ol Ris Holiness for twenty one
days commencing from the Vindyake Chatarthi,

The Ganddhipastuti (pp. 3—4) as also the
Sar lamababalesvarastava (pp. 259—261)
were composed while His Holiness visited Gokarna
in Kanara, Bombay Presidency, during his second
tour.

The Ganésastava (p. 5) was uttered at Muyattus
puzha in Travancore during his fourth and last tour.

The Vindyakastuti (p. 6) was given out af
Kaladi when the image of CGanésya wasg newly
eonsecrated under an aavattha tree.
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Sirads Stotra (pp. 10—23) was ‘the expres-
sion of his yearning to see the goddess when he
was away from Sringeri for about three years
during bis second tour. On his returp to Sringeri
he repeated the same slokas in the presence of
the Goddess altering the fourth line of each stanza
into TFT gSISRr g

The Saradachatusshashti (pp. 24—40) whore-
in he states that having seen $ri Siradd there is
nothing more to do, was repeated at the close of
l'JiSl third tour which lasted for about four years

The Vauiprasnamalastuti (pp 67—71) has a
talo of its own. After his third yatra His Holiness
resolved not to undertake any wore tours but to
gpend all bis time in lonely meditation in the
{orests adjoining Sringeri. But all on a sudden
there came tha command from $rt Stiads to His
« Hohess {6 undertake what bas now become the
world famous KaladiyAtrd and consecrate thera the
image of Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada and thereby
release that village from the curse that attacked
to it. His Holiness was very much disinclined
to go out and henco he asks SiradA the reason

why she sends him away. In this stotra His
Holiness recalls his favourite resorts at Sringeri
and recounts also almost all his daily doings there.
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In the second stavzn he states 'that his Guru called
him as the aurasaputra of $ri Sirads and in the
last two stanzas he reveals his fondness for
Atmavidyavilasa and Vivekachodimani.

At Kaladi His Holiness wanted to consecrate
not only Srt Sankardcbarys but elso his mother.
But not having any portrait of his mother be

<z _ordered the image of Sri Siradd to be substituted
forthat of the mother of Srt Sankara, since the
mmu{ addressed Sri $arada as his mother in
his SaraddBhujangs Stotra as ¥ WRIWATAAE
TR ‘\Q;’dingly Srt Sarada's image was
consecrated and ina stotras of His Holiness before
that image are to be found in pp. 72—94.

On his final return to Bringeri his pathetic
address to Sri Sarads will be found in pp. 95--98

The Sarads Stotras given in pp 99—139 were

d on different i during the Nava-
ratri festivals at Sringeri The Goddess would
then be decorated in different ways ou different
Vabanas and each of them has been dilated upon
by His Holiness in this stotra.

The Saradisataslokistava (pp. 140—165) gives
room to infer (sloka 25) that the whole of the
Ashtinga Yoga was taught to His Holiness by St
Sarada berself.
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The Jagadambastuti {pp. 166—167) is in imi-
tation of the Mohamudgara of Sri Ssnkarécbé.ryg
and is evidently incomplete.

The stotras in pp. 168—170 ae also those in
pp. 281—284 are evidently attemapts at composing
with the bfjamantras of Sr1 Vidya as initials of
oach sloka. But unfortupately all these stotras
are incomplete.

The Dyinétrasambhustuti (pp. 176—178) was
composed st Kuttalam waterfalls in the Tinnevelly

District during the Sankarajayanti festival. .,

Pages 179— 203 contain the stotras on Srf
Sankara Bhagavatpada composed at Kaladi. They
contain slso the stanzas (27 and 28 in pp. 202—3)
wherein His Holiness resigns his office into the
hands of the original founder.

The stotras on his Guru cover pp. 207-—233
and therein he recalls several of the incidents that
took place between himself and his Guru

Vidyatirtha and Vidyasankara are the names
of one and the same personage who 18 still in
lambik4 Yoga in the beautiful temple erccied over
him et Sriogeri by his disciple the famous Vidys-
ropya. It is eaid that he is even now being
worsbipped every night by the ganas and that the
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ringing sound of the hells on such oceasions is
quite audibls. These incidents aro related in the
stotrag on him in pp. 224—231, .

Then follow the stotras on Srt Badasivéndra
{pp. 282—245) the ideal of Hizs Holiness sung at
Nerur, the place of Samadbi of the greatest Raja-
ybgin of Southern India.

The Stotras in pp. 255 —~258 and in pp. 318
-~320 ware nddressed to the deities at Garglapura
otherwise known ag Nanpjangdd in the Mysore
Province. '

The Trichiropoly District has the privilege of
¢elaiming three of bis stotras (pp 262—3, 289—90
and 409).

The LalitAmbiparamésvarastotra (pp. 270—
274) conusts of fifteen slokas exclusive of the
dedication sloka and each of these slokas begins
with one of the aksharas of the Srt Vidya mantra,
This mantra contains seven dévyaksharas, five Siva
aksharas and three Ubhaya aksharas and hence
in this stotra also we find seven slokae addressed

to the Godadess, five to Siva and three to both,

Prithyidh sjaputryashiak {pp. 278—
980) was uttered at the Narasimbs .mountain
when His Holiness was fully engrossed in, dhyans,




xxviii

In this sloka His Holiness considers himseli és
though full of worldly vanity withoiit attaining
even & patticle of that Supreme Bliss. But a
perusal of the same will give a clear idea of the
requisites of a true sanpyasin.

The Durgastava (pp. 285—6) was addressed
to Durgadévi at Sringeri when plague threatened
that Jaghir. Since this prayer not a single case
of plague occurred there.

The Sivasuvarpamalistava (pp. 341—349) is
evidently incomplete.

In the Dakshipasyanakshatramalastotram (pp.
364—371) it will be observed that each sloka be-
ging and ands with tke letter & This was com-
posed when His Holiness once began the repeti-
tion of Antadi slokas with several pandits ranged
against him. The condition prescribed was that
each sloka should begin and end with & Then
His Holiness composed this poem on the spur of
the moment while the othera eould not conform to
the rale.

The Srikbandakbandashatpadi (pp. 436—7)
was composed when the image of several monkeys
sed birds playing in the midst of creepers was
carved in sandalwood and piresented to His
Holiness.
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Of the several etotras camposed by His Holj-
nes3 praying for the wellare of his diseiples the
Ratnagarbhabérambastava {p, 430) was to bless
the undorsigned when at the command of His
Holiness be commenced the Memorial Edition of
the works of $r1 SankarachArya. Of the two
Saradastotras the first (p. 439) invokes the bless-
ings of Srt $Acndd on the Bharatamahamandal and
its organisers, while the seconqd {p 440) urges on
$rt §arndd to shower her choicest blessings on the
present Mabaraja of Mysore and his brother the
Yuvaraja who are very devoted diseiples of His -
Holiness and to whom His Holiness was much
attached. The Gourtsastuti (p. 444) also invokes
tbe blessings of God Siva on His Highness of
Mysore and was composed on the oceasion of the
coronation of the present Mabaraja. The Sri-
kanthésastati (p. 4423) was to bless H. H.
Chamargjendrn Wodayar, the late Maharaja of
Mysore The Sivastuti (p. 445) was nddressed to
the goddess to make his diseiple Sri Narasimha
SAstri omniscient or all knowing, This was com-
posed when His Holiness resolved to nominate
this St Narasimba Sastri as his suecessor On
assuming the &srama  Srf  Narasimba $stri
ascended the VyAkhyAna Simhasana of the Sringeri
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Mutt under the name of Sr! Chandrasékhara
Bhirait, a name selected by His Holiness himself.
The Nrisimhastotra (p, 446) was composed at the
Narasimha mountain invoking the blessings of God
Narasimha on Brahmasri’ K, Rama Sastrigal, the
adopted son of the illugtrious S$r1 Lakshmt Nrisim-
ba Sastrigal of Mysore.

Atmastava (p. 447) was addressed to the
agent Sadichérapravartanapravina Srikantha Sis-
trigal when\His Holiness thought of entrusting the
Mutt Puja and everything to him, and devoting
himself complélely to constant dbyana,

In spite of the gréatest care some mistakes
have crept in, in the printing of this Volume and
these are rectified in the Erratta given at the end
of the book. :

0

T. K. Ralasubrahmanyam.
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