3
WITH COMMENTARY

DY
APPAYYR DIKSHITA
&
> SRIRARGAM -

BRI VANI VILAS PRESS,
| Copyright Reguateta All ighte veserved




BHAVAN’S LIBRARY

This book 1s valuable and
NOT to be ISSUED
out of the Library
without Special Pernmussion




\VSRl VAN VILAS SANSKRIT SERIES No 11

YARADARAJASTAVA

ITH COMMFNTARY

ny ,]/‘-
x
. APPAYYA DIESHITA
(ZEN
E
AN e [l
AND N e
e e
e 12 eanhd
WITI A% THGLISH INTHODLCTION ' BY

-
A V GOPALACHARIAR M A .BL,

SRIRANGAS
<1 W% s PRy Ss
r.- AL g resersed






PREFACE.

VARADARAJ ASTAVA 1sone of the most pre-
clous gems from the erndite pen of that most
renowned all-round scholar and poet, Sr1 Appaya
Diksiita  Appaya Dikshifa along with 8n Vidya-
ranya and Sr1 Sankara Bhagavatpadacharya form
the mostllustrious trio that adorn the firmament of
the Sansknt philosophical hterature All these three
ara qughty intallectual giants of whom any count-
ry and any hterature might alvays be proud. It
has been the privilege and good fortune of Mother
India—this Panyabhumi—to produce three such
briliant stars of the first magmtude All theso
three are deservedly considered to be divine Incar-
nations, Srr Sankars comes first and Dikshita last
m pont of ime By the blessings of His Hoh-
ness the Jagadgaru of Sringer: the Sr1 Van Vilas
Press had the unique honour and rare distinchicn
of publishing the memera) edition of the collected
works of Sri Ssnharacharya And now 1t has
embarked on the ambitious task of pabhshing the
works of Dikshita oneanfter another and 1f by God's
grace sli the works are fimshed then they will be
wesmed 1m a collected form, i uwmform handy
.
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volumes. Till then each work will be made avail-
able to the public separately. Purvoitaramimamsa
Vadanakshatramala and Sivakarnamrita have
already been issued and Varadarajastava is the
third.

Varadarajastava is a short and sweet poem
consisting of 105 stanzas in praise of Ged Varada-
raja “at Conojeevaram. Tt has been commented
upon by the author himself and hence we have
the advantage of understanding it in accordance
with the author’s mind. That Dikshita himself
considered this to be one of the finest of bis fiter-
ary compositions is evidenced by the fact of his
referring to this in several of his works especially in
Euvalayananda, s standard work on rhetorics—
Alankarasastra. The commentary clearly expounds
the wvarious alapkaras illustrated in the several
slokas and we leave it to the readers to appreciate
for themselves the marvellous beauty of the
piece. The following two slokas are found in the
manuseripts containing the text alone of this posmn
while they are not found in the manuscripts con-

iaining the commentary also
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1t could not be explained why no commentaries
are available for these two slokas From the
mtroduction to the 35th sloka (page 57) we under-
stand that the soundarya of God Varadaraja has been
described 1n seven slokas (slokas 14 to 20) but we
find herein only six slohas Hence we may safely
presume that the first of the above two slokss formsa
one of the seven and has been somehow left out
when commentiog  Anjhow thess two slokas
from their sty le and diction appear to be Dikshi-
tax’s and accordingly we have given them here 1n the
preface We would thaok our readers to send us
Dikshitar’s commentary on thess if they coms
aoross the same  Simlarly the 53rd sloka
(page 76) 1s not to ba found in the manuscrtipts
contaimpg the text adone but since we have 1t
1in the Manuscripts with the commentary 1t 13

ncluded 1n this book |
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INTRODUCTION

%E constder 1t a Ingh privilege to pay our
P respectiul homage in tms foreword to the
f silustrious author of this work which 1t 18

the good fortune of the St Vani Vilas Press
to give out to the world The poem of Varadaraja-
staya has been well known to the Sansknt world for
a lomg time T'he author appears to have had a great
pnrm:hty for the work and held 1t as a favounte
He quotes several slokas from this poem 1 bis
Kuvalayananda toillostrate some Alamkaras In
i ennmeration of his principal works, he makes
prominent mention of the Varadarajastava, short as
115, The reference to the poem as ‘the description
of the celestial figure of Varadarajs of Kanch
ottt aREAST REAREITN 15 indueative of
the poet's high appreciation Mention 1s made of
the author’s commentary also mn the next hune
‘AT T T HFEH RHATACT? A commen-
tary has also been wnitten therefor whichis neither
too short nor tao look® Tt1s very seldom that we
have a commentary written by the Poet himself,
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Desikar has written commentaries bimself on some
of his Sastraic poems. Our author has written
commentaries on some of his poems which are
synopses of Vedantic systems in sweet and learned
verses This poem has excellent merit asa work
of poetry and it is very lucky that we are givena
full insight into the poet’s heart, Kavihridaya by
a complete expomition from his own pen. The
author of the Rasikaranjini, a commentary on
the Kuvalayananda appears to have had access to
this commentary. His commentary on the
mangala slokas of the Kuvalayananda which iz the
first sloka of this poem is a verbatim copy of the
poet’s commentary. The author of the Risika-
ranjini belonged to Dikshitar's fammly and must
have read this work.

In our life of Dikshitar printed in 1909 as
an introduction to the second volume of Yada-
vabbyudayam we voiced our high admiration
for his great catholicity. This poem and the
commentary not only confirm what we have
said in that dicection, but also inake us feel
that we have not given enough praise In
these days of hitter communghsm and fanaticism,
it is certainly very refreshing to find such noble
examples of genuine and geznerous catholicity as
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our aunthor. Dikshitar, no doubt, had Vaishnava
blood running in his veins, He takes as much
pride in the Vaishnava maternal ancestors of his
{ather Srirangaraja as in his paternal ancestors of
Saiva predelictions The Vedas, Itihasas and
Puranss nbound in passionate and reverential praise
of both and unmistakebly show that the great Ra-
shis worshipped both forms ag those assumed by the
Godhead. Dikshita’s culture was at once profound,
hiberal and wide and we would asctibe the merit
of his catholicity to hus culture mors than to his
paterpal  grandnother’s Vaishnava bisth. His
characteristic impartiality never failed hum even in
s out and out mbitant works No render can
fal to be struck by the refreshing candour and
courageous wnpattinhity of the following passage in
the author’'s Anandalahari where ho declares 1t
as hig settled conviction that $n Narayana was
also the God-head and that it was nothing short of
heresy to call Him o jiva

ity ATy e
i S T T P s
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“Qur tongue wonld not rise to assert on the rtrength
of a few mantras, arthavadas and puranic texts
found in some corner that Narajana who has been

settled to be Parabrabman in the Mahabharata

Vishnupurana and other works which have been

written with the sole purpose of expounding the
heart of the Vedas by great sages like Vedavyasa
who descended into the world for classifying the

Vedas and analysing them ; like Parasara wlo Was

blessed with knowledge of the truth about the

altimate Deity by Pulastya’s boon—that Narayana

who has been unanimously  worshipped by all

Sadhus as Parbrahmam is a jiva. If we atiempted

anything like that our head would barst into a

hundred pieces and we should be guilty of

treachery to the Vedas, Rishis and the Deity itself.”

The above words deserve to be engraved in letters

of gold. It is earnestly hoped that this rare libetal

epirt may be wmitated and copied by the whole

religious world., In the Slv%tatvwiveka, Dikshitar

suggests and develops several ways of approach

between the rival views. A close study of Dikshi-

.
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tar's work 15 bound to inspire Vaishoavas of all
schools with love and respect for s greatness and
wmpartiality aud may even uncoasciously lead them
to adopt snd cultwate a similar middle attitude
Dikshitar’s contributions to the systemsof Rama-~
nuja, Madbys nod Srikantha are nvaluable The
publication of his Naja-mayukhamaltha which 18 an
elaborate ty on the Br 23 on the
hines of 8oy Ramanuja has revealed lus grestness
and unrivalled learming to the Visishtadvaita Pan-
dite  Sri Ranga Ramanuja, the Vimshiadvaita
suthgr of the Upamshad Bhashya and various
great works, has acknowledged s high res-
pect *and adwiration for Dikshitar by copying
verbatim the expositions of Dikstitar 10 his own
Visishtadvaitic commentary on the Brahmasutras
which 18 known as the Sanirala Sastrartha Dipiha
A close companison of the two works will show
clearly how freoly Rangaramsuujs coples from
Dihshitar  To his elaborate commernatry on the
Srutaprakssiha, he guotes appreciatively and st
longth from Dikshitar’s Panmalam and Nysya-
rakshamsni although the absence of any reference
by name to the work or aathor quoted from, may
leave the reader wn 1gnorance of the source. A
publication of Dikshhtar's exposition of all the
four Vedantic systams hnown as the Chaturma.
.
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talesasangraha is long overdue and it is earnesily
hoped that the work will be taken np at once.
His exposition of the Visishtadvaita system
which is a part of the whole work has been
published by an orthodox Vaishnava Pandit along
with the Sariraka Sastrartha Dipika. His exposi-
tion of Srikantha’s system has been published
by the late Halasyanatha Sastrigal in Ius publica-
tion of the Sivarkamani Deepika. His exposilions
of the Madhva =and Advaita sytems have yet
to be published. In the beginning of the work
be declares that the threc other systems are guite
pear to the system of Sri Sankara which he pro-
nounces to be his own. He says .

aFEdg e -
s

fre: 1
iR ¥ fifsa Sty
FElt TATGETIEW
The expression qRIRIAHr: sppests to have
been taken by Dikshitar from Desikar with whose
works no one was more familiar than he and for
whom he had a genuine and warm regard. Tf Desi-
kar claimed the system of §ri Madhva as quite

near to his and called it Gfyzgwg (2 near

faith} Dikshitar went very nluch farther in the
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direction of tolerance and declared that all the
systemns were not far from Advaitam If Desmkar
composed 50 slokas 10 prase of Varadaraja of
Eanchi, Dikshitar composed more than double that
number in honour of the same Deity

The city of Kanch: was a famous seat of learn-
ing for a long time It was the premier city of
the Tundira Mandalam We are told by Dikshitar
that the hingdom wns named after king Tun-
dits who by the command of Tiord Siva esta-
blished throughout s dominmons institutions for
Vedi® and Sastraic culture Desikar refers to the
Tundipa Mandalam 1n his Hamsa Sandesam  He
tooh a great patuotic pride i the land of lus birth
and tn all the holy shrines there eluding the
famous Saiva shrine at Kanch:  The Brahmotsava
of Kanchi Varadara}s appears to have attracted
the Royalty of the EKingdom of Viayanagar
Dikshitar’s birth-place was not very far from
Kanchi and he appears to have felt a patriohic
pride 1n the holy temples in the city ncluding
Varadaraja’s  The large parties of Vedic chanters
{ollowing the Deity 1n His rounds must have had
s peculiar charm for our author who was an
ocean of Vedic lesrmng  We have heard that his
lustrious descendant, the late Mnhl\mnhopaﬂhyaya.
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Sastrigal of Mannargndi of revered memory, nsed
to gointo raptures while worshipping §ri Raja-
gopala in His utsavas and that in lus last days he
had Sti Bhagavatam read and expounded by the
late Paruthiyur Krishua Sastrigal of worfd-wide
fame to rivet his Dhyanam upon Sri Enshna.
That Dikehitar had a passionate love for Varada-
raja is evident from this stotra which is permeat
ed by the deepest feelng. There is abundaunt proof
that the Poet’s heart was stirred to its depths. The
auther with his characteristic thoroughness studied
all the Sthala Puranas and other hteratare about
the shrine and the local tirthas. His knowledge
of the local traditions is in no way less than that
of the Vaishnava Gurus who have sung of Deva-
rajs. In fact his poem contains a wealth of details
put to fine and sweet uses which we do not find
1n the other poems on the same theme. QOur poet
appeats to have bad in mind amongst others the
Vishnupadadikesanta stotra of Sri Sankara and
the Varadaraja Panchasat of Desikar. The firsé
sloka of this atotra is a very favourite sloka of the
suthor and is adopted by him as tbe Mangalasloka
of some of his great works such as the Nyaya-
saksbhamani and the Kuva&nyanandam. Although
he does not refer to Varada by name he appeara to

bave treated Mukunda as synonymous with Varads.
«
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‘Mukunda 1s the giver of Moksha and Varada
18 the giver of the best  Is not Mohsha undoubt-
«dly the best? Does not the Taittinya Srutr say
4hat the knower or realiser of Brahman attains the
best or the Highest? Asthe opening Mangala-
gloka of & work 15 usually nn invocation of one's
Favourite Deits (Ishtadevata), the conclusion 1
ensy that Sr1 Varadaraja 18 an Ishtadevata of the
Poet

The Varadarayastaya and itslearned commen-
tary are worke of a very bigh order and would do
credit to tho greatest of the Vaishnava wnters
I'o give an 1des of the loveliness and sweetness of
the poem and the learning and research found in
4he coramentary, we gelect a few slokas and gire
Hberr substance and offer onr observations on them

The first sloha has an indescribable charm ang
<omes from thoe heatt of & trite yogi  The anthor
praye for the best from the hands of Makonds
‘The trained yog: i able to uncover and open the
mund and free st from all restraint and Jmitation
and get {ace to face with the Light Tnfinte
Mukunda slzo means a Nidhi or treasare which 15
buned 1n the bowels o1 the earth and discovered
and opened out by mimng experte The com-

mentsry brings oute beaatilally the groh that
v. 12
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Tavara though meditated apon by the limited as
-of a limited form discovers Himsell to the Devotee
in His Infinile grandeur and glory. Various
pessages in the Sruti are cited to demonstrate this
trath. The Taitticiys Senti which first speaks of
meditation on the God-head as centred in a thin
line of light briiliant beyond compare immediately
describes Narayana, the object of meditation as
pervading the whole Universe both within and
beyond, Although the object of mediation may
not be infinite owiag to the abvious limitations of
the meditating mind, the Deity will spontansously
lay itself bare to the devotee in its true nature of
“Infinity. The Dahsravidya of the Chhaddogya
‘which incnleates the meditation of the most minute
Brshman within the infinitesmal ether (Dahara-
kaea) inside the subtle lotas-like mind, says in the
next breath that the space within the little mind is
a8 limitless as the space outside. The Sandilya
Vidya which speaks of the Brahman within the
eoul as smaller than the smallest says at once that
‘it is greater than the Heavens, the skies, the earth
‘and the entire Universe put together. The
'Mundaks says the Purusha in the centre of
" the mind who is AngushthsPramanais the warp
" and woof of the Heavens, the earth and the skies.
The hmited character of cha‘fom meditsted npon
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18 assumed or Aupadhika whereas the 1nfiniteness
which 15 realiSed 15 real There 15 therefore no real
contradiction between the assumed fimte Form
and the Infinite Reahty Another explanation is also
given by way of reconcihabion of the apparent
contradiction  The Infimte by its muraculous
power may compress iself and 1n that hitle form
may be 1mbedded the whole Universe Was not
the whole universe seen by Yasoda withun the little
mouth of baby Krishna? The same explanation
18 given ad a posstble one by Desikar 1n lus Tabparya~
chanfirika  This explanation 1s developed ab great
lengch'\:y Vaysaraya in hs Chandrika Dikshtar
gives out here his conviction that whichever favour-
ite form may be meditated upon by a devotee, the
object of meditation will 1n the hour of fruition
lay 1itself bare in all 18 1nfinite greatness and
splendour, formless and wunhmited True yoga
knows of no narrowness, bigotry, bias or hmitation

It aums at umversality, boundiess tolerance and
the breaking off of all barmers Patanjal says
¢ iR ? ‘Any form which may be pleas-
1ng to the devotee’s fancy may be meditated upon '

Sadanva Brahmendra, the great Yogi, 1n his com-

mentary on the Sutra daye A% TTETar ¥ e

; : &
TEATATRS ST S ¥: | Dikshutar's
»
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use of the expression TSy is evidently s re-
minder of the Yoga Sutra although he does not
specially point it out in his commentary, The trae
Yogi rises above all bias, prejudices and distinctions
and views all life alike and himeself a8 ope with it.

The secoud sloka is simply exquisite. The
first half is distinctly taken from the Srati ] ¥
ol SraET A R 39 AR 90 g (e
he commentary points out. The Sruti with its
unquestionable hiberty puis the ‘to be born' before
“the born'; the poet adopts the natural order” The
Bruli may call in sid the Mimamsa Nysys_of the
preced of the Ar overthe Padzkr:
for its correct interpretation. The third Pada ig
distinetly after the manyer of the 3rd Pada of the
gecond sloka of Desilrar’s Varadarajastavam given

below.

NPT EIISY
TR gianhat |

aetr & @Ry wnrawEgam:
qRIST T WA SRETNR A

“The rords TET A 77 TONTEGRIET: of

1he 8rd Pada here ars 6o closely alike those of the
3rd Pads abovs that there can be po doubt that

v
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Dikshutar was very familiar with Desikar’s stavam
1f Desitkar would adopt the Bhagavatic word
gai foundn the opemng Sloks FRARY T
Dikshitar porats out 1n s commentdry that the
1uat Pada of this Sloka has the 1dea underlying the
famous Bhagavats Sloka

T IR FRETATIgAT
aft sRrerREEalt |
AT AR
spoafeq A Tofea T 1)
Would not the poet who attempts the 1mpossi
ble ¢1z the d pt: of the urable and

the unspeskable, become the laughing stock of
the wise > This 15 the first interpretation given
1n the commentary adopting the reading FHIRET

The poet then gives a beantiful turn by adopting
the reading HFATTA, The good would not dende
the words of the meanest poet on God however ab-
suedly ridiculous they might be, but would treasure
them snd sing them with oy  Fools who may not
understand the duty to prase all words 1n praise
of the Infinite, however martistic and uncouth,

may scoff at them  This 1nterpretation may not

have occurred tous 1fethe poet himself had not

brought 1 out 1 the commentary

.
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In the 3rd sloka the poet says the goddess of
speech sits on the tongue of great posts and nses
them as the instrument for her praising the Jiord
Varada so as to shove the responsibility for the
inevitable fanlts in the attempted composition on
the head of the medium, If the attempt is too
difficalt even for Saragvati, why shounld Dikshitar
make the atternpt? The answer is very finely given
in the 4th Sloka. “True devatees of the Liord
wotld not mind any censure of their involuntary’
words of praise and acts of piety. They may sing
any nonsense without any sense of shame. Does
not Suka ssy Sy fyesy Agua: 1 1 am
covetons of the sweets of loving and close mmedita-
tion of your holy name, jour ravishiog beauty aad
your priceless virtues. Caviland ridicule cannod
deter me.” The words

gvs avifagafn gfern
ARSI, |
have a pathetic and sincere ring.

The poet goes one step farther in the fifth
sloka aud saya that his dulpess and want of guick-
ness are an advantage to hin} because by having to
be slow in his composition he can indulge fonger

in the thought of Divinity then gquicker poets.
«
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Kahdasa regrets he was {#gin the sloke——sgs
FRragumdl. Our author nses smlar words iy
{3y ntended to be remimscent of Kaldasa’s
gloka and affirms that far from regretting s
dulness he congratulates umself upon 1t as he can
dwell longer on the various parts of the Lord’s
1mage

With the mxth sloka, the regular stotra begine
1f the town of Kancht 18 & Jewel (a golden belt) of
the earth, Varadas lovely image shimng like a
Bolliant on the top of the Xlephant mll 18 a
gem ih that jewel The commentary here quotes
profusgly from the Puranas abont the greatness of
the caty and of Varadara)a

It 18 1nteresting fo note that the th pada in
many of the slokas tersely sums up the Phala or
coveted frmt  The following last Padas may be
cited by war of illustration

arAshy 5% Rl Rar (v)
Tgr S A gy warrafdy, (o)
T4 W e ¥ oy (Q)
T R ww (19)
SETERIRE e (17)
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: ArrERR Py (33) -
| Ewed et g (69)
TR 3 9GT v amr (5R)
+  Evidently the poet wishes to emph‘asisa that
even one sloka, although onmly a part-description,
will give Pnraaphalam,

The Bth sloks attempts by various signs to
identify Varadaraja with the Liord of Vaikontha.

The poet's comparison of the Palar, the river
of his place with the Viraja in the 9th sloka {ndi-
cates his patriotic love for his native river. The
commentacy points oat that the Heavenly“river
commonly known as Viraja is called Vijara in the
Paryanka Vidys of the Kaushitaki Upaniskad and
the etymology of the word is explained as making
Vijara fysC him who bathes i its waters. The poet
puspects that Vijara may be the more appropriste
name and the better reading and says that that
reading may be adopted for his own sloka.

In the 10th sloka Varadaraja in the centre of
the sanctum sanstorum strrounded by a zeries of
enclosares is said to be like the Purusha of the
Anandavalli in the centre of the innermost of the
Xkossa, The tolerant apitit of the author appeats
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clearly 1n 18 commentary on the sloka, where he
aays that the Anandamaya might be the outermost
Kotz as 8r1 Sankara would say or might be the
innermost Brahman 1tself a3 8r Ramanu)a vwould
say

In the 11th Sioks the Poet makes very fine
ase of the fact that there are 24 steps to be
ascended 1o reach the shrine contamning the Liord's
mmage He says that the 24 steps are the
matorial fativas which bave to be transgressed
befors reaching the Lord Inthe 12th sloka the
poet enakes use of the name of Punyakotr given for
the Vimanana and asks finely *“How can jou be
reachdd without attmning Punyakotis (a crore of
Punyas) ? Dhd not Brahma (Hiranyagarbha) born
of the navel lotus find 1t 1mpossible to get sight of
jou sithout earming the Punya of Asvamedha ?’
This sloka 18 perhaps remimiscent of Desibar’s sloka

§ gl gERTT
el gaRAT Tad
& @t Bl wEomIRaRRE
s et Frfet o i

The 16th sloha s simply beautsful although
thera 18 & hitle slesha {pun) on the word Peatyak
The word means both the innermost as Atman and

.



xxii

the Western direction. Varadaraja faces the West.
The worhipper must obviously face the east to get
a full vision of the Lord. People who direct their-
eyes towards the inner Atman are known -as
Pratyangmukhas and they by looking inward are
able to realise the true beauty of the Liord and sink
into wonder and amazement at the sight. It is not
to be wondered at that one whois Pratyangmukha
{facing the West} should have & clear vision of you
who are facing the West!” We are reminded of
Desika's sloka in the Sankalpa Suryodaya which
makes a sionlar fine pun on the word Pratyeng-
mukha,
nsysr gafy ffng sfe) ¢
sl warfy e REs: 1

The 14th Sloka is superbly fine ‘No hyperbole
is possible, b no praise h
can be an exaggeration—nay it must fall far sbort
of the reality. All comparisons become inforior
Upamas Svabhavokti is impossible How can I
beautify you by my description! The word aypfir.
G is frequently used by Desikar and he uses it

\ in regard to Varadaraja's loveliness in bis sloka
| Prcr faffaedd sy )

The 15th Sloka which enjoys the ineompara-
e
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ble besnty of the Lord 15 itself of incomparable
beanty *You are beloved of Liakshm , you are the
{ather of Cupid who 13 the anthor of all love, you
ara the presiding Derty of the Liove Rasa (Bringara);
you are the repositary of the bighest virtues so that
the highest moral beauty 19 also yours, who could
outltne your extraordinary beaunty which baffles all
description ?

In the next sloka he compares the Diord to
Mount Mern snd uses the word gafac for both
The Meru 1s the northern most and the Liotd 1s the
best pf all A similar pun on the word 18 made
bv Desikar 10 the following Sloka 1n the Stotra of
Andal®f Sninihputtar

frmafirnfy sRmbrgraen,
TEt WAk 3R qErEET
‘The South which gave birth to yon became
Satvottara (the northernmost or the best)® The
17th sloka 1s a very fine plece of poetry Thy
worshipper while looking at one hmb forgets all that
he saw of another imb before and has no dsere to
praceed to another imb just ke n sonl mugrating
{rom one birth to apother The words

AT F GURT T
aroia arfy wegadl Aga | )
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bave a simplicity and charm of their own, In the
19th sloka the poet imagines that Varadarajs
conceals Himself on the hill-top having robbed the
minds of those who have an eye for beauty., It i3
no wonder, aays the post, that people who entrust
their minds to such a cheat do not get them back
ag they become Mukirs. We are rominded of the
cry of the Gopikss in the Brindavans in their
search for Krishna that he had run away after
stealing their minds.

B A HAPI, T [ AT

AR ga AngafiSre: 1

Sloka 20: To dispel the Moha of mortals s the
primary object of Divinity in assuming a lovely
form; but alag! the coniratyisthe resnlt. The
charms enhance our bewilderment.

-Bloka 21: The well-known saying that close and
continuous look at an object insures clearer know-
tedge and diapels all doabts is falsified by you. The
moTe We gaze on your beanty, the more do we get
puzgled.

Bloka 23: Hera thereis a very lovely pun on the
word Kumbhaka which medns a pof and that process

of Pransyamim which represses the breath by stop-
.
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ping both inhaling and exhaling for s tinte. Yogis
who enter into contemplation on your form with
the help of Kumbbaks (s pot) surely do go for
diving into the ocean of the loveliness and grace
of your limbs with their surging waves of charms.”
The commentary bere informs ns that concenira-
tion of Vishnu seated iu the heart should bs by
Kumbhakam and that upon Isvars seated in the
forehead (Lnlata) should be by Bechaka,

AR sanr, T R |
. TRUT AR $R SEAT, )
Tt R s TR AR |
Sloka 24: You bear the Liskshmis born of the
milk-ocean on your bosm only; wheress you bear
the Liskshaui of the ocean of beauty on every part
of your body, You seem therofors to have more
{ondness for the latter.

Sloka 25: *Tho Jusire proceeding from yonr
shiaing limbs looks like the Jumus siream which in
amulstion of the Stream of Sarasvati flowing from
your mouth and the Ganges river procesding {rom
your feot appears fo flow from the whole of your
body,' This ides sppeaty to have Leen wupgested

1

by the {ollowing sloks of Szi 5 T8,
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Sloka 27: The Liord is declared by the Agamas
1o be pure white and that colour 15 the most appro-
priate, He being wholly Satva in Hisessence. He
appears as dark-blue on account of the thick colonr
of the waters of compassion flowing profusely
from His heart. Does not the white cloud appear
dark when cbarged with water? The commentary
jnforms us that the ‘daily ‘quoted Dhayna Sloka
grareRa frey aiEW Ty is taken froma

dialogue between Tsvars and Raghava.

N After the 34th eloka, the commentary analyses
the previous Slokas and gives their total number

*as 35. The 35th sloka found in the edition of the
text but for which the asuthor's commentary is
not available appears to be genuine.

Sloka 86: The poet’s expert knowledge of
Jaimini’s Snirasis bere and there put to fine and
bumorous uses.

Sloka 87: The poet here voices the Vaishnava
doctrine ?f Saranagati.

|7 W9T WHER WP g |
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The word lsa 18 very suggeshive Can absolute
dehiverence be the reward of a momentary feeling of
gelf surrender ? Who can question the pleasure of
Isvara, the ultimate Lord whom no one ean dare
question? Varada would not be Varada if He does
not give the best and if he does not give it quickest,
1 e, for the first asking

Stoka 56 This sloka 1s grand and sweet What
1n the world will compare with the lovely thighs of
the Liord? The night thigh may compare with the
left and the left with the night Urvass, the best of
the eelestial nymphs, 13 a cretion of theirs How
can B.n.mbhaa (plantain stems) compare with them?

Sloke 63 The Liord’s bosom 13 compared to
His celestial abode 1t 18 sbove the navel, the birth-
place of Brahma, 1t 15 beyond the tamas produced
by the Taady 1t 18 studded with Maktas (pesrls)

Sloka 64 The Lord's bosom 18 very finely des
ctibed as tho harem of the Ocesn-King's daughter

gL weirwgafiaan |

As the poet 18 deawing towards the end of the stora,
he scems to expersence flashes of hight and exclaims
oA 10 the beginming of slokas 78 and 82
It 1s interesting to noto that hus last sloha coming
ont from s most holy Lips in his last moments
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at Chidambaram before entering into the Tord's
shining Sabha of gold also beging with the word
aArRr, The Poet's experience twhile enjoying
Varadaraja appears to have been akin to his last
experiences when he was throwing off his mortal
“eoil.

Sloka 81: The idea in this sloka is original and
oharming. Varadaraja does not bear the Varadana-
mudra. Why? Does not Hig name itself bear the
impress of Varadana. When express speech itsell
conveys the idea, is it not superfluous to suggest an
inference of the same idea by mere linga {sign)?

Sloka 97: The Devotee risingup slowly from
the Liord’s faet reaches the lovely aud cool moonlike
light of the Liord’s smife and is purified snd refresh
ed after his ascent. The Poet points qut in his com-
mentary that the Bhagavatam emphasises the en-
joyment of the Liord's smife while contemplating
His lovely image.

qrafy arvaRed e |
‘What if the Liord bears the Gada? Will He not
smile in all grace upou His Devotes? The Poet
seems fo suggest that the emile is the dawn of the
Liord's pleasure and grace nng the reward for the
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Dhyana ascont  The devotee had journeyed long
on an ascending excursion  Should he not be
refreshed by the cool moonhight of the smile ?

Sloka 101 Caun the lotus, lovely thongh, com-
pare with the incomparable beauty of your eyes?
How doss the all knowing Veda compare your syes
with the Dotus ? How can 1t be helped ? Is not tha
Veda constrained to compare the nnlimited with
the comparatively limited Ether to give us poor
mortals an 1dea of the greatness of the Infinite ?

8loka 105 The 1dea here 15 very lovely, The
finest black gems on the Tiord's crown filled with
priceless gems of all colouts are not precioun stones
reslly , but they are the bees, which breathung the
sweet fragrance of your dishevelled hairs, absorb
themselves there,

Sloka 100 The last sloha an the peroration is
distinctly after the manner of S Sankara’s pero-
ration on a similar theme,

ATIRTR T SH AGRIATT Foory 7@ e
T A PR s iosay daars T |
The 3rd Pada reminds us of Desikar’s appeals to

Varads at the end of hus Stavam
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It the Poet considered the beauty and greatness of
Varadaraja as baflling description, we decidedly
entertain the same opioion of his Poem, which is
teyond all praise. If we by our humble words of
appreciation succeed in throwing some light on the
catholic and liberal spizit of one of oar most
orthodox srinte and in creating a desire isemulate
hat commendable spirit, we shonld be proud of the
achievement of a piece of true religious servig&
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