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INTRODUCTION.

HE BRANMATARRASTAVA is one of the innu-
@ merable short and sweet posms with ‘which
Srimad Appayya Dikshita (1554-1626 A. D.)
has enrichad Sanskrit devotional literatare. Tt {s, as
the name itself denotes, intended to establisk the
sapremacy of P iva as Parabrah The
tary which ies the text is also from
the pen of the illugtrions Dikshita. It containg a sys-
tematic expasition of the doctrine of AMYTY by »
brilliant and thoroughgoing discussion of the many
scriptural passages bearing on the subject.(\We do not
know which to admire most—the brilliancy of the
Dikshita’s sdvocacy ot the marvellous skil) wity
which he has evolved an orderly aystem of theology
out of the seemingly cl;snﬁu elements which gt
form the literature of $he Puranas. H, soceptad
sll the puranas as equally suthoritative; ang unlike
the Vaishnavas he did not explain AWay inconveni-
ent p! ic texts by ising them g9 Tamagie,
His attitode 'towarﬂs the puranss may he dmﬂbed.
in tha following worde of the S"’"“"mmha_yya o

his brillian$ grand-nephew, Nﬂlhniha Ditshito—r.
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In fact, the credit of constructing a philosophy
of the puranas is primarily due to the great Dikshita.
The Brakmatarkastera and the Pancharatnastuti
which accompanies it in the present volume may
serva as fitting introductions to the Sioark
pika, the Sivatattiamreka and other voluminons works
which Dikahits composed in defence of his RIIZATT.

The question now arises—why aid Srimad
Appayys Dikshita whe was one of the eghining
lights of the Advaita school of Sri Sankaracharya
and to whom » grateful posterity fias applied the
significant title of *3aRara®—why did Dikshita
bnng himself to engage in:this ili-will-provoking

y to which thegreat Sankara had
given the final qmeéus by promulgating his catholic
and peace-spreading Advaita Vada. This guestion
demands an answer both in the interests of historieal
truth and for a just appreciation of the Dikshita’s
many-sided contributions to the Sanskrit literature.
Thereis a grezt deal of misconception regarding the
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“yeligious views of the Dikshita. 'The late Mahama-
hopadhysys Ramssubrabmanys Sastri of Tira-
~igtnatlur refers to the Dikshila as 2 ag@s in his
ARTERR A,

Even how wé have thesad spectacle of Simarta
scholars  engaging in frmt\esa oontrovorsies
-regarding the supenuuty of Siva to thm\ »nd vice
cersa and PR g to theT‘ kehita's dniirif ble

hority without g the brue pirit
and rationale of his controversial works,

Seimad Appayya Dikshita wag's distinguished
seion of 4 distinguished family of Advaitic scholath,
He referato his grandfather, ' Acharga Dikshitd
a wEERrgEReTgitnTE. His fathet Rangarajs
Dikshita wss the anthor of diAfRmyFEREmsH
ond other Works on Advaitd philossphy. Describing
the ancestors of the Dikshita, Nilskantha leahm,
saya in the prologue to his IFAf@ARE~ N

“ored feis b SR el
gedut: Archirl St iRt oy
The Dikshita himself whe Yearnt ¢
o hé
‘philosophy &t the leet of hik fablier wys % uof‘mh
adherent of the Advaita sehool, T wag & ?cea
article of bis faith $hab the v, Serdinal

aticus sch,
Vedanta philosopby have theip natara) u:du;o:m::
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oulmination in “the one only without a second’
of Sri harys’s Advai da. The follow~
ing unequivocal declaration of faith ogcurs in the
very beginning of his

Even in the midst of his fierce and militant con-
troversies with the Vaishnavas he never forgot his
allegiance to the Advaitavada. He begins his

% with o pointed expression of his faith in
; 1 1

the Brahman. The follawing apolog
t. 13 ing in the beginning of his

opns, MrATERTTERIS! which is iteelf a commentary

on  Srikanthacharya's 3 B speaks for

taelf:—

Tqwla o ARRrEPgITEE 3 P
T ¥ gad qhﬁwm:rﬁmtaﬁqﬁ;;
2w swgval « frgaat Wik R
sl TRAGR, AR 1
(This stanza also occurs in the STATEXL in a

i i fact that Dikshita
slightly modified form). The very
s led fo compose his #TF<ogdl and fraaiefomg
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—works which were intended to demonstrate.ihat
-there was no antagonism whatever between Sri.’
Ekantha’s Visishtadvaita and Sankara’s Advaits and
that the real views of Srikantha himself istaks
ably leaned towards Advaita-—this fact clearly indi-'
cates that the Dikshita never wavered in his con-
-viction that the Advaita is the last word in Indian
philosophy, N
‘We should like to deal here with a prevalens
misconception to which the Dikshita himself appears
4o bave leni countenance by composing the initial
-sloka of hig Parimala:—

ayeireafieny Regaefy ow $ifve: o,
wen frardaramia suredfn swaey 1)
In the brilliant and appreciative introduction
prefixed to the second volume of the Sri Vani Vilas
Press edition of Sri Vedants Desika's TrearegEy
Mr, A. V. Gopalachariar M.a. B.L., of Sritangam ,
eays a8 [ollows :—“Although his (Dikshita’s) fatner
had instructed him completely in the Nirgunavidys
of Advaitism his love of Siva got the better of the
impressions made by his {athsr's teachingg and he
began to labour hard for the cause of the Saiva
cult and worte many powerful books to make 5
unassailable. Tradition has it that grj Nrisimha.
erams Swami, a great Advaits Acharya, the apihor -
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To infer however from this fact that the
Dikshita's “love for Siva got the better of the im-
pressions made by his father’steachings™ is bo ignora
the genersl tepour of his controversial works. As
already pointed out by us, even in the mest militant
period of his controversial carear; he did not for a
moment loose hold of his firm faith in and ardent
love for, the Advaita Vada. In our opinion the
truth of the episode lies in the fact that Nrisimha-
srama successfully endesvoured to convince the
Dikshita that his (Diksbita’s) controversies with
the Vaishnavas Were not consistent With his roputa-
tion a8 an Advsiti amd that instead of engaging
himself in this dreaty cuutroversy he shonld employ

his i ing and hless powers of
compoasition for furthezmg the cange of the peace-
di i of Bri Sank 3. We

hnve n]sn to point ont in this connoction that the
gnafrdEs ove of the most solid contributions of
the Dikshita to the literature of Advaitiom was

anterior to his AU, ﬁméamﬁf‘m and other
controversial worka.
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We now propose to inquirc inko the circum-
sptomees which led the Dikshita, a confirmed Advaiti
to throw himself ardently into the Saiva Vaishnava
y. A story ia told d we give it for
whatitis worth without eommitting oureelves inany
way to it penvineness—ihat some of the Vaishns-
vas of Conjeevaram once invited Dikehita to witness
the enscting of 8ri Vedanta Desika's philosophical
drama $TERAIRN- It i stated thet in the course of
the dramatic performance and with a view to wonnd
the feelings of the Dikehita, a character was repre-
sented as putting his foot on the head of Siva.
Dikshits wasstung to the quick and from that
moment he wade up his mind to take up the
cndgels on behsY of Saivsim and put forth & series
of 'marvellous literary productions devated to
establishing the supromaey of Parama Siva.
1t seems however to us that the frue cange
of Dikshits’s entering into this controversy
ebonid be found in the writings of the great Vaish-
Rava hers beginning from Sri R ja him-
self and ending with the snthor of the Yawenimt
and the fsmous Venkatanatha Vedants Desgika,
Their denial o the authority of the Saivasseiras,
theit doctrine ibat God Siva belongs only fo
the category of jivas (souls), and their arbitrary
jection of the Saivap a8 Tamasio—it wss
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{hese clements in their teachings that excited the

—wrath of the Dikshita. Animpartial and careful
1 of the Pasupaladhik of the ¥

will bear out our contention. The Dikshits

himealf has explicitly stated in the following stanza

“the motif of his conlroversial nttihlde—

wﬁmmuﬁmm
A T A AT Al TR |
& e At

i gl
%ﬁma&mmﬁﬁs@mu

The above sloka is found quoted in tho' &
EEEC of Raghuosths Varme who introdmces it
with the following words:—

“og g Mmredie: R wdnang-
Wﬁﬁ: hﬂ‘lﬁ'«iﬁwﬁéﬁmqﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

% Rrefregaroma agafiet fae
?«Wﬁ‘{&‘ﬁﬁaﬁmw w

* A cowplete manuseript of this very iateresting
book ja in my fawily library. Colonel Jacob makes
tant ref toitin his R h

Varman himself composed an epitoms of this wark and
3% wag published some years age in the Benares Pandibk
_Series tinder the name ol SEETTEYT,



Si da Yogindra in his ageraghEra=ite
gives currency to the story of an unsuccessfal
attempt at Dikshita’s hfe at the instigation of
Tatacharya, the famous Vaishnava Acharyapurusha
and this story finds corroboration in the following
slatements contained in Dikshita’s Fragres—

“RRtaR WA
fraer feattas faasta o”
snd
“ fefufy =1 gfrerniRw: sngwTs

‘We merely advert to this story to show thab
also ised theit infl
in mouldmg the controversial attitude of Dikshita.

1 o

‘We shall now tarn to a consideration of the
real views of Dikshita regarding Liord Vishnuw.

I. Asa sincere and convinced Advaitin he
believed in the esgential identity of Siva and
Vishnu. He would gladly echo the sentiment
enshrined in the memorable words of Kalidasa in
his Kumarasambhara, Canto VII

¢ o [RAARE Prar ar
FRTRAT SAAETT 1
s et wR-
Ruradienafy agod 17 :
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Thae following sloka of Bhariribari, the great
grammarian expresses in a nutshell the Dikghita’s
own viaw in the matter:—

T q1 RIALPIC
ST Al RGN |
7 TgiReg ¥ ‘
Farfy wheegirgie i ,
The fallawing passages from FAIaTaidae will
amply bear out our conteniion '
(1) Wnde Y, Fiaer a-
Jatridae ST T -
E=cen
(2) s fregfidme stdirfada
A YR SEIEREr aiE it
(3) dnirdy Shdime affioe s ).
FOTIAEIR B SRiTndas it
s m&ﬁa’l AT 2amg |
TIRARISTS WERvasiy 1
wﬁ»:qmsﬁm g
T B e
ATy TR AT fif
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IL Instead of imitating the procedure of the
“Vaishnavas and declaring that Vishnu belongs to
the category of Jivas, the Dikshita unequivoeaily
declares that Vishnu is none other than Pata-
Brahman. Inthe Anandalehari after expounding
at length with the support of scriptural aughorities
the view that Vishnu is only a Jiva, he goes on to
dealare his real views on the subject in the following
memorable passage which though somewhat long
richly deserves quotation :—

“mwm’fq Thr qm: Fuifrguwiea: |
@ efar gRrah

wrenwiaT g SaParaiid smadie:
AT B §R NETIRETR AT e
azﬁumﬁmaﬁaammﬁf‘md
wiram i A SEsar, YSEE eI aar
ErARGm sheawords  agRfaTd
wofidy strafre gty fbaaw
vﬁ'mwﬁmmnahmhwx ATy
wlren fife 4.“.‘“. ™ -
T aFg MRAE a0 ma::@r = At
sy | AR Rl WA | m?mm-
A AHEERRRAANE TaE: 1l
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The following passage from his fragaids may alse
be considered in this connection:

arateg ghudEaly amaomfd: | A fkg-
GadrersanT giiRe o frm: ¢

In the RFFASTENE he says t—

These passages simply gite the go by to the

notion ined in certain g that

Srimad Appayys Dikshita was a sectarian Saivite
radically opposed to the supremacy of Vishnon.

I11. The Dikshita did not simply rest content
withthe theoretical lation of the 3
identity of Siva and Vishnu. He gave expression
4o his intense devotion to Vishnu by Qﬂmpbﬂing the
Va j the Krishnadh i and his'
commentsry on Vedsnfa Dasxkn‘a AFATLTRT,
He is said to be the suthor of RREWE of which the
following sloka is the begi g2
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THTR GLHAT FOTIRATY FOTITHETI ¢
AT 7 SOMRAGAAOIRA 1

Unfortunately the Sataka is not available in its

entirety. The sloka

“ gt RrgE a@w R a1

TEEEAt g FFTA A |

forrg =1 g Al

3Ry 7§ WS W= Y
is also from his poem. He begins his famous ¥~
amiﬁ?f by saying
“ Rry facg @ TafigaRy e e

IS TS A QIO TEW WA |

The Dikshita may therefore be equally regarded a8
& H2RF and a TEAT.

It is given to the Advaitin aléne o wossess this
rare privilege of worshipping with equal devotional
rapture the varions aspects of Isvara deseribed in
the Bastras. With a view to bave this ideal con-
stantly before the mind’s eye every Smarta is
enjoined to perform the daily worship of the five
Degntas—Aditya, Devi,Vishnu, Ganapati and Siva
agrmagm The Smriti eays:

eIy (A TEIAPRIAG, 1
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At the same timo the utmost liberty is allowed to
-every one to choose for his worship that particular
aspect of Isvara which most appeals o bis mind.
Ta short the doctrine of YTEANNEGT is u nataral and
necessary corollary of the Advaita Vada. A classical
tat t of this doctrine of 3¢ is tained in Sri
Lilssaka’s declaration in his Fsviga ..
31 79 % WG 9 WA ‘
e et sty | '
R afmeEtpgaaRE -
BRI WRA AafHars 17
In copclading these stray observations, wa
should like to say & few words regarding the ander-
lying principle of Sri Appsyya Dikshiia’s philosophy
of Saivism. He accepls the doctrine uf the Nirguna
Brahmsn as tanght by the Srati and the Advaita
acharyss, When Brahman sssociates Itself with
Ita own inserutable power called Mays, the first
step towards cosmie evolation i taken. Tt is then
called Isvara. R
(SeormEETtTRRIEt i)
and this Jsvara afterwards manifesta Himsell as
Brahma, Vishau and Siva who constitnte the
Trinity of Aryao thelogy. The Tsvara aspect of
the Absalote is termed the Tariya or the fourth in
contradistinction to the Iater manifeststion of tha
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Trinity. Appayya Dikshita, relying upon Upani~
shadic texts like

‘i wERrIEAIN S T -
FRaIf @ A $O FronAl ST SrEr W

N . .

g g giaddv: wiae: Sgaweas”
(eradftre)
identifies this Tariya (fourth principle) with Para-
masiva whose abode is in Somaloka. He says in the
RzaaRds
“RagUsi wEMARETTA: A
SRR AR TR 0
A e s AMAR |
AR Tomg gy fReag u”

It is the sup 'y of this P aspect that
forms the subject of his various controversial works.
Injfact ho makes 2 clear distinction between Para-
masiva, the fourth principle and JM%x the third
member of theTrinity. As among the members
of the Trinity, there is no question of superiority
or inferiority. They are all equal.

Tearaarsly woREar QAR arRd |

The Vaishnavas on the other hand do mot
admit the existence of an Adi Vishnu ss distinct
from the second member of the Trinity who alone
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is in their doctrine, the Parabrakman of the’ Srufi,
The Dikshita makes this clear in bis Anandalabari:

“ Fearay iy D@ e ERETT ag-
W0 Ao ATEFINR A NP

and be coyports bis etatement by quoting the wuan-
impeachable autbority of Vedanta Desika’s ZTottra-
muktalelapa. By thus positiog the fourth principla
(g1 23z 37/7) over and above the Trinity the Diksbita
has, beyond deuht, raised this seemingly sectarian
controversy to s distinctly bigher level. If ome
bears in mind ibis characteristic feature of the
Dikshit a’s frarge philcecrby he will be in & pesition
to {ollow, with his devoticosl sueceptibilities nnrafll-
ed, the Dikshita’s arptments as they are developed
in the Brahmotarkostara and the Poneharatnastuti.

The Dikshila's Jearning is, in the troest cenee
of the werd, ercyclepsedic. There is ot a branch
of Sanskrit literatnré in which ke bas not cempeeed
treatises which later Writers ursnimeusly seclaim
a8 nutheritative, Blatteji Dikehits, the great
gramm atisp, the authee of the fe2radgd) spd
direct diecigle of Evirad Appazra Eikshits, etates
Lot the Yare iroth wken ke eags thata therevph
keewledge of the Dikekita’s works is & siwe qra non

of real eckolarslip ard it o cvre eritericn to Qifer.
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entiate a learned man from an ignoramus.
erqriifdm-
-~ . .
e T |
SEENC
RrzERERwTTRan 0
varumrpuxm} ) .,
5—9—1927. R. Krishnaswami Sastri.
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