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INTRODUCTORY

The following pages contun an expostion - Guyarats
of the leading principles of the Vedant plulosophy nsmm
folded m the Upanihads and the Iater literature on the
subject  The work 1s 1ntended as n guide to the Gujarftt
student prepartory to hus entermg upon a more eliborate
study of the subject in the Sanshmit onginal  The author
of the work 15 the venerable Azam Gowrishanhar Udwa
shankar ¢ 81 Iate mimster of Bl wongar—one of tho first
cliss Native States in hatlnfiwid  Azam Gownshankar has
already earned 4 high place m the roll of successful Native
administrators on this side of Indin having served Bhav
nagar farthfully for fifty Gve years of which thirty two were
pessed as Chief harbl art of Dewan  He retired 1nto prisate
life 1n January 1879 full of years and lLionors

Though now bordenng close upon cighty Mr Gown
«hankar shows that s smnd 1983 active as ever s
energies are dwected to a lewsurely contemplation of pro
blems of Life and mind which used to oceupy him 1 the
tervals of lus work even while pursuing an active political
career His name and the interest evincel by him 1n the
Vedant studies has drawn to Bhavnagar many an  itmerant
notel Indian anchonte from Sringer: Denares Nepal and
other remote parts of Inlix and extended the fume of
Bliavnagar s« home of Indian philosophical speculations in
hathrnuwéd and Guyarat

Though the philosophy of the Upanishads and the later

«poculations of Indian metapl ymed writers have not much
terest for the European scholwr and philosopher t! era
can be no doubt of the fact that the study of Indian philo
sophy confined a3 1t 15 to & select class of persons 1s still
amoral force 1 this comtry Ttas as Dr Goldstdeker
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observed, ‘the basis of the enlightened faith of Tadia,' and
the groundwork of many of the Hindu rehgious orders and
sects that are current at this day 1n different parts of India

This unpretending Little work 1s sigmificant of one or
two facts which no observer of the progress of Hindu
thought can be blind to It shows that even at the present
day the study of philosophy amongst uss blended with that
of politics, that in this study there 15 to be observed an un
broken link between the most modern and the most «ncient
phases of Hindu thought, and that there are still many men
here who, rising above the more matertalistic tendencies of
the age, find real enjoyment 1n the study of these problems
of hfe and mind which engaged the thoughts of theiwr
ancesters three thousand years ago.

Bombay, 2nd Aprl 1884
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