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FOREWORD.

MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA Panditaratnam Lakshmi-

puram Srinivasachariar has desired me to write a
foreword to his excellent work. I have had the great
privilege of studying some works on Vidistadvaita Philo-
sophy with him when I was at Mysore, and from my
personal knowledge I can testify to his vast erudition and
critical insight. In Mysore, Mr. Srinivasachariar, who is
a master of our Scriptures, has established a great and
beneficent influence of a kind which has more substance
than show, through his many pupils. What strikes me
as somewhat out of the way about him is his courtesy
to the opponents’ views, which he combines with strength
of conviction. Generally, a Pandit finds it difficult to
shake off a certain inflexibility. His attitude to the
other man’s view remains somewhat obdurate. But
here is a Pandit who can appreciate even the views he
does not share and give them a square deal.

This book attempts a reconciliation of the ditferent
philosophical theories and offers a justification for them,
Such a reconciliation, I need not say, is most opportune
at the present moment, when our thought and belief are
undergoing transformations, deeper and more disturbing
than any in recent times. If there is one feature more
than another, which characterises Hindu thought, it is
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its hospitality to the different conceptions of reality.
Man’s attempt to comprehend the truth, which is limit-
less, is bound to result in different views. To take our
stand on one limited view and make it adequate to the
vast reality is the mistake which all dogmatists make.
The acceptance of a limited view becomes a barrier to
the understanding of truths. A seeker should recognise
the immensity of reality and the inadequacy of limited
views and formulas. Our author has an adequate
appreciation of this fundamental fact.

Religion for the Hindu is personal experience or
realisation. It is Jife. Deep faith in and steadfast
devotion to the Supreme in any of its forms takes us
beyond the imperfect and the painful and leads us to
the peace and power, characteristic of the religious soul.
Whatever be our religious belief, if onr heart and mind
participate in the effort to know. and if we worship in
spirit and in truth, the goal is easy to reach.

The author is an earnest student of Visistadvaita
Philosophy.  In this book he points out its great
antiquity and offers a commentary on the great Classic
of this School, Sridhasya. I have no doubt that all
students of this branch of Hindu Philosophy will find
this book invaluable.

Many other interesting problems are discussed in
the course of the book. For example, it is contended
that Sunyavdda and Sankhya Dariana are the two
extremes and the other systems represent compromises
of these opposite views. The different conceptions of
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causality, which are bound up with the different meta-
physical doctrines, are elaborated with great care and
learning.

I'{eel that I am justified in saying that the book
gives a comprehensive account of the different systems
of Indian Philosophy. Throughout, the author takes
his stand on the original texts of which he is an accom-
plished master, though lengthy quotations are avoided.
Doctrinal discussions are summarised in a vivid and
condensed form. I have no doubt that the book will
serve as a valuable guide to the student.

It is a pleasure to know that His Highness the
Mabarajah of Mysore with his enlightened interest in
Indian Philosophy and deep devotion to Hindu religion
is making the publication of such works possible.
Seekers of {ruth at home and abroad are greatly indebted
to him for his exainple as well as encouragement.

S.R.
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