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PREFACE
(T© THE FIRST EDITION)

The present book is an offshoot of my labours on Bana’s
Kadambari, which first took the form of an abridged and

re-arranged story in Marathi — HU3T FHreFad-%AT publish-
ed in 1929. The book was well received, and some
friends, particularly my teacher, the late Mr. M. P. Oka,
the well-known Sanskritist of Poona, strongly impressed
upon me the advisability of publishing a similar book in
Sanskrit, which would meet a need, keenly felt by
teachers and students of that language in Secondary
Schools. I have, therefore, followed the plam of my
Marathi book in writing the following pages. I have tried
to abridge the great work of Bana without impairing the

beauty of the original. The special features of the book
are the following :—

(1) The story is told in its natural order, the three
births of the different characters having been taken in
their proper sequence. Thus the heroine Kadambari is
introduced at the outset and S’apraka comes last.

(2) 1lhe book is divided into 36 chapters with suitable
headings.

(3) I have exercised the right of omission rather than
that of addition, thatis to say, I have added nothing of

my own and have preserved the very wording of the
original.

(4 ) With the object of making the meaning easily
intelligible even to the beginner, and facilitating the
loud reading of the book, I have mostly refrained from
joining words together according to the rules of Samdbhi,
especially where there is a natural pause.
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{ 5) The bulk is reduced to about 1/8th of the original.

( 6) The gurias are printed in bold type and they are
collected at the end.

( 7) Such matter as appeared tobe unsuitable for young
readers has been omitted.

In short, it will be seen that this book differs from
Apte’s Kadambarisara, which, thongh admirable as an
abridgment, does not aim at achieving the other objects
which I have had in view. XEven in Colleges the
Kadambari is not studied as a whole but only in parts.
It is also my experience that Kadambarsara too is not
gone through beyond a few pages in schools. This
deprives the students of the story-interest of the famous
romance, I am sure, the present attempt will create and
sustain the interest of the reader in the narrative asa
whole. It is a complete reading-book and can be used in
higher classes of High Schools and even by F. y. students
in Colleges.

A word about the notes. I have steadily kept in view
the needs of an average Matriculation student. I found
out where the difficulties of students lay by supplying my
students in the Matriculation class with printed forms of
the book and asking them tomark their difficulties. These
I have tried to solve in my notes, mostly in Sanskrit.

Much need not, I hope, be gaid with regard io the
necessity and wutility of a book like this. It may serve as
an introduection to the advanced study of Sanskrit litera-
ture, like the many series of ¢Re-told Classics’ in
English. I trust it will be found useful 'not only by School

and College students but by the Sansgkrit reading public
as well.

Sholapur, } N. S. Navare

15th May 1935
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Few Sanskrii writers of eminence have left us any
reliable record of their lives, but I is a remarkable
exception to this rule. In his well-known work g§=x7 and
the introductory verses of :E=T he has given an interest-
ing account of his own life and his family-histery. The
following sketch of s life is mainly based upon what
he has said about himself in those works.

grof lived in the seventh century. He spent his bovyhood
in ==, an obscure village to the west of the river znior
in the United Provinces (=t =3z ). When very young
he lost his parents. But-not being disheartened by this
calamity he studied hard and mastered various branches
of learning. He then. travelled over WXae¥, visited many
royal courts, attended several wuniversities (T%zes),
conversed with learned men, took part in debates and
returned home with a rich store of wisdom and ex-
perience.

aioi’s reputation mow began to spread far and wide.
sfied, the great emperor and patron of learning, hearing
aboat o, invited him to his Court and received him
with great honour. Before long, I won his favour and.
became his court poet.

=¥ has been doubly immortalised, by his own achieve~
ments and by the biography (zi=a ) which g has left
us. In this work we getalively picture of the king's
court and his exploits and also many interesting glimpses.
of the customs and manners of those far-off times.

Two other works which are attributed to aIfor are a.
dramatic piece—TIEimMIXU and =wizgm-a collection of a

* TEEARAFATG a1 Jror THA | — AT
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bundred verses in praise of =wdr or gai. But 7107 is not
known for great poetic gifts and his fame chiefly rests on
his prose works.

The wmewa§ is the fruit of F17’s mature genius. It is the
best prose work in Classical Samskrt. Its plot is based
upon the story of FFKi& in the collections known as Zeer
of wmel. But the dull and unattractive material of the
original has been transformed by the genius of 17 into a
werrk of faseinating beauty.

g7 had scarcely finished half his work when he died
prematurely. Ono wonders if the curse upon a prinecipal
character in the &l that he should not have his wish
fulfilled until he passed through another birth, had fallen
mupon the author himself! But luckily for us, FM’s son,
yyrig, who was every way worthy of his great father,
took up the story where amr had left it unfinished and
«carried it cleverly to its natural close. On the very first
anniversary of his father’s death, he gave this great
romance to the world in its complete form. Thus is the
iruth of the old saying~temear § gaams@— realised in this
work, which was begun by father and finished by son.
It would not be an exaggeration to say that such an
woceurrence is unique inthe history of Samskrt literature.

§ g% Frewdt Hear wAAr ArAATHE? | — FHagd
tOne reproduces oneself in one’s som, (Jiterally—Thou
art myself, re-named as son.)






