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INTRODUCTION.

[t is with pleasure that [ accede to the request of
my friend and colleague, Pundit Ananta Krishna Sastry,
Vedanta Visarada, to write a few lines by way of intro-
duction to his Adwaita-Dipika. His profound lea,rn_mg
in Sanskrit and deep devotion to the Advaita system
of thought are well known from his Introductions t¢
Advaita-Siddhi, Sastmdzpz/za, Bramha-Sutra Sankam-

Bhashya with Bhamati, Kalpataru, Parimala etc and his
independent works of Chaturgranthi and Mimamsa
Sastra Sera*. These distinctive qualities are also broygh
oul in the present work. The present publication, is 2
welcome sign that the old type of Sanskrit learning and
the old type Jof philosophical controversy still survives
here and there in this ancient land fast becoming
modern, It has also a qucxal value for the stpdents of
the Adwzz‘a Vedanta interested in the recent Indza,n
discussions aboyt it.

I may here mention in a few words the ongm oi
this work, The Advaity philosophy as set forth in Szm
/am-Blzaskya, Bhamati, Kalpatam and Panclzapadzka

1 Nirnaya Sagar Press Bombay.
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Vivarana was subjected to a detailed criticism from the
dualistic stand-point of Maddhwa by Vyasaraya in his
work on Maddhwa Tazjwr Chands ika, some three or
four centuries back. Raghunathae Suri, defended Sai-
kara’s view from this attack in his Sankara-pada-bhs-
hana. But this book was never  in great use and
for all practical purposes, was unknown. The work of
the defence of the Advaitz had to be done over again
Makamahopadhyaya Ramasubba Sastrigal of Tiruvas-
analluy wrote an answer to Vyasaraye’s charges,
called Ckandrika Khandana. This great pundit, strange
to say, is not much tramelled by adthority and now and
‘then startles the pundit world by putting forth opinions
conflicting with accepted traditions. In a work on Sas-
kara Bhashya gambhirya nirnaya, 1am told, he makes
out that Sankara’s view is not the Advaita as commonly
anderstood but has some leanings towards dualism. One
thing is clear that this writer can shake himself free from
tradition” and authority and stand up for his own views.
?wo"crit'icisms of the 'Khandana, one called Chandrita
Prakasa Prasara by Gaudagiri Venkataramanacharya
‘of Vyasaraya mutt and dnother called Chandritaman-
dana by the famous Swami of the Uttaradi Mutt came
out recently. They are an ‘attempt o reinstate the char-
ges of the Chandrika against the Advaita view and demo-
lish the criticism of the M. M. Sastrigal offered in support
of the Advaita position, The two Maddhwa works as well
as Chandrika Khandana are in progress and they, thus
far, deal only with the first topic of Jignase, Pundit
Ananthakrishna sastrigal takes up the challenge and
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offers a detailed criticism of the two Maddhwa works
and attempts to support the view point- of Advaita Ved-
anta. - His work of chaturgranthi which is « survey
of the central positions of 'Nyayamrita, Advaitasiddhi,
Tararngini and Laghuchandrika shows that the author
is throughly versed in the issues debated between the
dwaithins and the advaitins, It is to be clearly under-
stood that the Advaita Dipika is not a complete con-
sideration of the Chandrika. Its interest is oonﬁned to -
the one point of arguing that the partlcular eriticisms
offered in the Chandrika against the Advaita position are

untenable. : : :
The book must be studied for its excellencc of its
.own kind to be appreciated. I may briefly refer to one
or two points just to draw attention to the nature of the
issues considered and the manner of the discussion. The
first topic taken up. for discussion is “Akam pratyaye
suddha chaitanya bhanayogak” . The author of the
Chandrika attributes to Bhamati the view that since the
‘pure Consciousness’ does not shine in the conciousness
of ‘I, its nature will have to be investigated in the Ved-
anta Sutras. Vyasarayacontends that the Advaita posi-
tion is upset whether we interpret this ‘pure conscious-
ness’ as one qualiffed by the difference of anfahkarane
(antalkarana bhedavisishta chaitanyan) or quahﬁed by
the absence of a second. (dwitiyabhava vishista chaitan-
yam). We have in either case to'admit the reality of a
second to pure consciousness Vviz,: the reality of anta’-
karana bheda orthe abhawa. In Chandrika Khandana,
M. M. Sastrigal argues that pure consciousness means
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the consciousness different from avidyz and its product
(avidya-tatprayuktanyatara bhinna chaitanyam). The
Mandanakara holds that this is no answer to the question
of the Chandrika and the point at issue, the reality of a
second to ‘Bralman, remains unsettled. Prakasa prasara
kara urges that the pure consciousness must shine, since
wherever the quality or viseshana shines, the qualified
or viseshya also must shine. In support of this view that
‘the pure consciousness shines, he cites passages from the
Panchapadika vivarana and the work of Mr. Ramasubba
Sastrigal. The author of the Advaita Dipika’ declares
that there are nice shades of distinction between the
Advaita of Bhamati and that of Vivarana and quotations
from the latter therefore do not touch the arguments of
‘the former. He contends that Bhamati does not contain
any statement to the effect that pure consciousness does
not shine in the consciousness of “I”..In the highest
intuition of the Absolute (akhandasakshatkara) we have
knowledge related to Vritti (vrittisembandhaka Jnana)
which alone is a negator of ajnana (ajnana nivartakam).
If the vritti is absent, thereis no jnanaat all. Pure con-
s_ciousness ot “suddha chaitanya” is impossible of real-
isation, ‘This'v is'according to the author of the Dipika
the view. of Bhamati and so he thinks that the discussion
of the Chandrika rests on a complete misco‘ncéptibn of
"Bhamgﬁ. Even the Panchapadikavivarana says that in
nivvikalpaka sakshatakra (indeterminate intuition) the
‘pure §9q§ciouspe§é shines, thbugh in S, sz'kaéba.éa (deter-
- minate) _kndvﬂé&ge:”it does not shine alone and by itself,
‘One thing is clear that pure consciousness dos not shine
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in determinate knowledge or wisista or savikalpaka
Jnana. Several minor points are incidentally discussed
under this headmg

The second topic taken up for consideration is
the relation of Brahmanr to ajmana. If there is no
ajnana, then the world is real; if there is ajnana, how
can it be in Brahman ‘which is pure consciousness
(7nana svarupa)? In this difficulty, the Advaitins ge-
nerally urge that the pure consciousness or sud'dlza chai-
tanya is not opposed to asnana butis covered (avritam)
by it. This covering ajnana is removed by the chaitanya
reflected in human consciousness (vrift: pratiphalita).
In the experience of sukha there is no vrifti as we have
in the case of our knowledge "of jar or cloth. So the
author of the Chandrika urges that szkka experienced
without the medium of v7/¢# is analogous to pure con-
sciousness and therefore must coexist with or be covered
by ajnana. M. M. Sastrigal contends that in as'much as
we do not say, ‘I do not know the sukka’ even as we
say ‘I do not know the pot’ there can be no ajnana m
sukha. Chandrika mandana says that this is no answer,
for that there is no gjnana in itis admitted, but the
premises ot Advaita demand that there should be
ajnana in it also. That difficulty is not overcome by the
restatement of the fact that there isno ajnana in sukha.
Again ajnanz is overcome only when there is a wrzttz'
opposed to it and since no v7iff: functions in swxkka to
negate ajnana, the latter must be found in it. The author
of the Dipika holds that the witness self reflected in thcﬁ:"
activities of themind is opposed to ajrana and therefore
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in the experience of sukka by the witness self which is
different from pure consciousness, there is .opposition to
ajnana. The Advaita works, besides, hold that even
sukha is on-a par with wvritti, so far as the capacity to
refiect the pure chaitanya is concerned. Asatvapadaka
ajnana is possible with regard to sukka ; we may say
sukha is not; but abhanapadaks ajrara is not possible
with regard to it. We can not say there is' swkka but it
-does not shine. It is impossible to assert zblanapadaka
#&jnana with regard to the experience of sukha for it
«can not exist either In the past, present or future. Detail-
«ed arguments in defence of this position are mentioned
in the Dipika.

The reader of these controversies wxll certainly
be impressed by their abstract nature. The controver-
sialists are anxious. that = their opinions should appear
to harmonise . with what they believe. is stated in the
texts. It is true that the vast . literature. denoted by
the term ‘sru#7’ embodies the rich spiritual experiences
of the Indian minds of long ago and should therefore be
considered authoritative for the science of religion. . If
-our theories do not suit the facts, the varieties of reli-
 gious experience recorded: ‘in' the Srutis, so much the
worse for them. Loyalty to the sruti is. nothing more
than devotedness to Afacts. Phllosophy should take its
stand on. experience. If we pursue abstract methods
freely we do so at the risk of - shutting out the fulness
of reality. It is however- regrettable that in their anxiety
to accomodate theories to their Lmagmatwe interpre-
‘ations of the contents of the surt7, the dxacussmns tend
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to be much too abstract. It is difficult for the layman,
to appreciate the intricacies of the textual criticisms
“and the logical hairsplitting. The lay reader is apt to
miss the clue when he wanders in this intricate maze
where the endless pursuit of details keeps out of view
the general drift. One unacquainted with the methods
of our pundits is likely to infer that they are incapable
of making any distinction between important and un-
important. matters, So long as our authors take their
stand on texts and authorities, what may appear to us to
be mere irrelevances assume great importance and
controversial works will consist of what may seem
to the modern reader serious trifling.

We have in these discussions a supreme example
of what I have elsewh ere called the ‘reign of religion in
philosophy.” The parties to the game start with fore-
gone conclusions, quote and requote from texts and
commentaries belonging to -their respective traditions
and are stoutly opposed to any spirit of compromise
but wish to defend to the last, . every jot and title of the
tradition. Needless to say that polemical discussions
carried on with propagandist fervour by parties devoid
of any desire to see the truth in the opponent’s position
and accept it, if need be, do not serve the higher ends
of religion or philosophy.  So long as the readiness to
accept truth even though it is a part of a different per-
suasion is not forthcoming, there cannot be any end to
discussion and debate. Such endless debate may be
good intellectnal fencing or mental gymnastics but is
not conducive to the advancement of thought. - There
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~is no doubt that all this is against the spirit of the
ancient Indian. His yearning after the truth is clear
from his daily prayer of the Gayatri which is not a
prayer to this or that God, not a prayer for the gifts of
life or the glory of heaven but a prayer to the supreme
symbol of eternal light for ENLIGHTENMENT, Till
the other day divergent views were freely set forth and
tolerated so long as: they were backed up by logic and
ability but at a certain point in our nation’s progress’
the spirit of inquiry failed. If a philosophy worthy of
the great Indian mind is to be developed, we should
pray for the ‘revival of the spirit of inquiry and tolera-
tion. This is the earmest hope of Pundit Ananta’
Krishna Sastry and the writer of this note.

- Truthis a- difficult problem and those engaged in
its pursuit must co-operate. Co-uperation is not possible
without a sustained effort at mutual understanding and
sympathetic treatment of divergent methods. Finite
and therefore fallible' seekers of truth must be keen in
their appreciation of other ‘points of view. Some of our

- Indian: punchts whose speculative power and dialectical”
ability are hard to rhatch are yet a prey to the spmt
which gave rise to tell-tale 'acrimonious ‘criticisms as
Saz‘aduslzam, Chandamarutom. - If they follow the
‘example ~of the better - type of philosophers’ like
Vacﬁaspatz Misra and Vijnana-Bikshu, they wilt
realise that though truth i is one and unaffected by time,
humazt systems of truth’ are’ many - We shall then learn
the 1esson of andient’ wxédom, emphasxsed by the ad-
;_vmtiuﬁs inclading our ' present author, reafﬁrmed by the
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modern theories of relativity, that.the standpoeint from
which a physicist or a psychologist happens to approach
the problems of philosophy is not the only standpoint
open to reasonable beings. Philosophy starts with the
world as it seems to be there in all its fulness and in all
its aspects. A pluralism which regards the world as
composed of an infinite number of mutually independent
entities with relations which are ultimate and not redo-
cible to adjectives of their terms is the true view of
things so long-as we are dominated by practical inter-
ests. It is the view set forth with slight differences by the
Nyaya-Vaiseshika systems and the modern realisms.
We cannot however interpret the pluralistic view
without qualification, for then it will cease to be intelli-
gible how htman beings shut up within their mutually
exclusive individualities can be aware of an identical
world. The separate entities seem to have a continuous
quality that pervades them. A sort of fundamental
dualism results when we insist on the identity that the
objects of knowledge possess. Even the distinction of -
subject and object cannot be considered to be ultimate.
They are elements which arise out of the fact of know-
ledge, beyond which we cannot go. Knowledge is not
a property of a thing but something on which.all things
subject and object included rest. That there is one
reality which persists eternally and that there are many
objects that do not escape the doom of death are admit-
ted. The two are said to be related and the relation
is accepted by both Advaitins and Visistadvaitins to be
inexplicable. The former expresses the maxphcab»hty



cby the "té%;in MAYA 'Jaﬁftlpthé"lafter sums up ti.x'e same
truth by a surrender: t'o“f;c‘z.erti‘. Our- ‘abstractions of
pluralism, dualism, monism, with thei‘r va}rieties are rela-

" ted’ to'the sort of facts with which weare dealing,” The
point ‘of view which happens to satisfy as .depends on our’
pri‘cﬁca;l. interest: 'and the reach: of our mind. The truth
affirmed _byftbe advaitins. happens to kbe‘bgyon’d the con-
préhensiorl‘"‘d the oi:_dinary mind, but the min_d, of man is
riot'thé-inéas’utjé 'of reality. Most of the confusion “whigh
has ‘character: characterised the history of philos‘_ophy
Both' in the East andthe West is due to the assumption
that a particular set of categories would - do for all kinds
of .objects. I think:the statement that we: are -all
Advaitins in - reality, Visistadvaitins in religion and

 Dvaitins in life or action is more than an epigram,

-S. RADHAKRISHNAN,

20th Sept, 22 |

.~ Calcutta., " ¥

Banik Press—60; Mirsapur Street, Calcutta.
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