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HE discovery of the two works included in this

T volume, though very fragmentary, will, I

hope, surely contribute a few more facts to

the history of the Sanskrit Literature and to the for-
gotten history of the Pallava Empire.

Of the two works Avantisundari-katha and Avan-
tisundari-kathasara, the former is in prose with a poetic
introduction and the latter is an easy summary of the
former in verse. The prose work was written by
Dandin and is acquired only as a broken fragment. It
consists of a poetic introduction, the ancestry of the
poet, the occasion for writing the work and the story
itself—only a portion. The plot elaborated in the work
is the same as what is summarised in the Dasetumara-
cartta. Avantisundari, the wife of Rajavahana, is the
heroine of the story. The Kathasara as far as available
to us is also incomplete and the story carries us to the
first meeting of Rajavahana and Avantisundari and the
narrative of Somadatta’s adventure, i.e. nearly to the
efid of the purvabhaga (the first half) of Dasakumara-
carita. The Kathasara was written generally in anu-
stup metre in a terse and vigorous style which
resembles the diction in Kavyadarsa of Dandin.
Incomplete as it is, it consists of 800 verses and its
authorship is at best a conjecture. The last verse of
each sarga has an indicatory word ananda, as
Lakskmi in Bharavi, S»; in Magha, anurage in
Pravarasena, etc. Bhoja says that ananda,’ is the
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indicatory word of Pancasikha, the author of Sudra-
kakatha (JEFFT).

The leaves containing the introductory -portion in
Avantisundarikatha are worm-eaten on both the
ends, and the information has tobe supplemented from
the introduction in the Kathasara. These two
works even as obtained, give us sufficient data for
determining the date and place of Dandin and
Bharavi and much valuable information about
several great poets who lived before Dandin. The
portion describing the occasion for the work throws
much light on the development of the ancient archi-
tecture and its indebtedness to the Pallava kings of
Kanci. The story proper as far as gathered from
Kathasara unveils the history of Sudraka, Vararuci,
etc., whose glories, in the imagination of poets, already
attained a semi-mythological rank. Under these four
heads we propose to take up the subject :—

(1) Dandin’s ancestry, (2) occasion for writing
the work, (3) early poets mentioned by Dandin, and
(4) the story proper.

I

Dandin after praising the Divin3 Triad, the Goddess
Sarasvati and great poets, proceeds to the narration of
his own ancestry. In the north-west India a famiiy
of Kausika-gotra Brahmins were living in Ananda-
pura, which is now in Guzerat. Thence they migrated
to Acalapura in Nasikya country (modern Ellichpur
in the Central Provinces) in which Narayanasvami
had a son Damodara or Bharavi. He made friends
with the crown prince of the place called Visnu-
vardhana and accompanied himin a hunting excursiqﬁ_,
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at the end of which he was obliged to save his life
from starvation by eating flesh. He was ashamed to
g0 back to his parents and became an exile. Durvinita,
a Western Ganga prince, who was also an exile und-r
the displeasure of his father, was attracted by the
poetic talents of Bharavi and drew him over to his
camp. The Ganga princes had matrimonial relations
with the Pallavas and carried intense enmity with the
Calukyas. Bharavi sent a verse in praise of Simhavis-
nu of Kaneci, the great Pallava conqueror, who invi-
ted him to his court and treated him equal to his son,
the great Mahendravikrama. Bharavi was twenty
years old when he was entertained in the Pallava court.
Durvinita, as w> gather from the Ganga inscriptions,
translated Brhatkatha into Sanskrit and commented
upon Kiratarjuniya of Bharavi.

Durvinita and Simhavisnu were great ruling
kings in about 580 A. D., and the movement of Bharavi
from the camp of exiled Durvinita to the court of
Simhavisnu would give him a probable date of 570
A. D. In the fragmentary lines of Bharavi’s relations
with Simhavishnu, a work callsd Gandhamadana as
of Srivara is mentioned; the latter was one of the
titles of the Pallavas. Gandhamadana seems to have
been written by king Mahendravikrama.

................ qEd™: g afa:
A AFAAE] Y TR |

In the inscription of Mamandur, published in the South
Indian Inscriptions Vol. IV, Mahendra is montioned as an
author of a number of dramas and patron of natya and sangita

sastras. Celebrated Rudrata alias Rudra appears to have flouri-
shed in his court.
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The narrative then goes on that Bharavi had a
son Manoratha whose fourth son was Viradatta who
married Gauri. To them was born Dandin, who even
in his youth lost his fathar and mother and was instead
fostered by Sruta (Learning) and Sarasvati. In the
meantime Kanci was invested by the enemies, probably
the Calukyas under Vikramaditya I. The siege con-
tinued for years and the en3>mies devastated the fair
fields and gardens of the Cola and Pandya kingdoms.
The citizens of Kanci des>rted it in a helpless condi-
tion; Dandin was one among them. He had to traval
all over India and in his long sojourns received instruc-
tion in various sastras in asramas or hermitages.
When the storm of invasion subsided and the Pallava
glory once more rose to its height, that is, in 10 or 12
years, Dandin raturned home and recovered his lost
estates. He maintained th: literary prestige of his
great ancestors in the Pallava court. Nuarasimha-
varman and his son who carried their sword to the
heart of the Calukyan capital, Vatapi, seem to be his
patrons. Visnuvardhana, the crown prince of Acala-
pura who polluted Bharavi, appears to be Kubjavisnu-
vardhana, the conqueror of Vengi.

Dandin, had as his friends several Nambudri
Brahmins of Malabar and among them was the
distinguished Matrdatta, 'a poet and scholar, the
grandson of Devasvamin well learned in all the Vedas
and the Vedangas. We know one Devasvamin as the
commentator -on the Asvalayana Srauta Sutras and
Sankarsakanda in Mimamsa and Matrdatta as a com-
mentator on the Hiranyakesiya Srauta Sutras. Whe-
thar thase two scholars are the friends referred to by
Dandin requires confirmation. His another friend was
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Ramasarma, the son of the military commander of the
Pallavas. Bhamaha mentions one Ramasarman.

II.

Dandin was well learned in architecture of royal and
divine structures. Ons day Lalitalaya, a great architect
who surpassed the glories of even the Yavanas®
the son of Mandhatr whose genius in architecture
highly pleased the great King Durjaya, probably the
King Mahendra, came to Dandin and requested him
to accompany him to Mahamallapura (modern Maha-
balipura) to see his skill in the rejoining of the broken
hand of tha god’s image. Dandin welcomed the pro-
posal and went thither with his friends. The work-
manship of the brchitect was perfect and no trace of
the 1ejoining could be discerned even tothis day. In the
course of their admiration for the human skill a
certain supernatural event took place which carries
our imagination to the regions of mythology. While
they were in the presence of god, whose feet were
washed by the waves of the sea, a loose lutus flower
was washed ashore and it touched the divine feet.
Immediately it became a Vidyadhara, who stood before
god with folded hands intercepted by a sword and
bowed to him. In a minute he vanished into the air.
The vision excited the curiosity of all. Ramasarman
implored Dandin for its rovelation. Our poet who

* Yavanas are roferred to for their skill in serial chariots in
Budhasvamin’s Brihatkathasarasangraha and in Bana’s Harsha-
charita.

AT a9 (V—198) Br
TR TR AwRaaaTRAT FsarEg e VI
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was equally puzzled promised to learn themystery from
the god himself. They returned to Kanci and on the
next Go-dvadas: night he was lying on the kusa bed, the
great god revealed to him the story of Avantisundari
where a Vidyadhara must have been cursed into a
lotus. Dandin related the story to his friends in the
form of a literary work containing the stories of ths

great in the three worlds and the history of great
kings of the past.

1.

We shall next examine his poetic introduction.
It opens with verses in praise of the Tri-murti, Saras-
vati, Valmiki, and poets in general. Then Dandin
bestows a single verse to the glorification of each of
the great poets who lived before him. In the light of
tha recent research in literature and archaeoicgy the
mantion of the pcets appears to follow some strict
chronological order. Subandhu hails flrst :—

A7 57 facrra fargars 399 |
e B A FAR

It is said that he had his exit at theimprisonment
of Bindusara and Vatsaraja possessing his heart did
something—which portion is lost in the broken leaf.
The mention of Vatsaraja reminds us of immortal
Vasavadatta, the queen of Udayaha, and the name
Bindusara reminds us of a half verse quoted and
commented upon in Vamana's Kavyalankarasutras.
Bindusara was the son of Candragupta and Subandhu
is said to hold the ministerial relation with the king.
The available Vasavadatta of Subandhu has nothing to
do with Udayana’s mishaps and appears to be a later
work as it contains references to the scholars of the
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5th and the 6th centuries A. D. Abhinavagupta in his
commentary on Bharata’s Natya-Sastra, when com-
mentirn.g upon the word Natyayita—a series of dramas
one in another, cites as an illustration the: Vasavadat-
ta-natyadhara of Subandhu which is evidently a
chapter in his Vasavadatta which is mentioned as an
akhyayika by Patanjali. In the citation referred to
both Bindusara and Udayana are made audience -as
well as characters, in outer and inner plots in a regu-

lar series. Subandhu and Bindusara belong to about
280 B. C.

ext comes Gunadhya and then Muladeva as an
author of a work whers Devadatta and Narayanadatta
are probably haroines. We know that Devadatta and
her sister, Vipula are Muladeva’s mistresses and Sasa
wasg his amorus messenger dramatised in Padmaprabhr-
taka of Sudraka. Muladeva was the author of Cora-
sutras (aphorisms on the science of theft). His am-
ours with Devadatta was described in Sringaramanjari
of Bhoja. |
Next comes a glorious figure who is still in the
regions of mystery, i.e. Sudraka. The verse reads
thus :—

TEHAAG AT a1 @garal |
T AFA ssmed aE srARaw ||

~ Sudraka was a king of Ujjain and great poet. From
Avantisundarikathasara where his life-sketch is
given, he defeated Svati, an Andhrabhrtya prince, and
carried away the royal maiden, Vinayavati and
married her. Bandhudatta who frequently helped
him in times of danger was at last committed to prison
and then to gallows. Sudraka rescued him at the nick
of the moment. As a poet, Mrecchakatika and
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Padmaprabhrtaka are already known to be his
dramas; Vatsarajacarita, now known as ¥inava-
savadatta has been ascribed to him by Vallabhadeva
in his Subhasitavali as we find in the manuscript.
In the verse of Dandin devoted to Sudraka the ex-
pression ovaca svacaritarthaya tempts one to the
minute examination of his works. As a result
Mrcchakatika and Padmaprabhrtaka  seem to
relate the real incidents of his life. Sanghilaka, a Bud-
dhist monk in Padmaprabhrtaka was one of the villains
who was sent by Svati to murder Sudraky. Carudatta
seems to be Bandhudatta, his intimate friend, and
Sudraka himself Aryaka, who was asked to 1emember
him in his other avocations.” In Vinavasavadatta
the poet identifies himself with Udayana whose exploits
bear strong resemblance with those of Sudraka. Svati
whom he defeated appears to have ruled till 56 B. C.
according to the Puranic geneilogy which is generally
confirmed by the latest epigraphic researches. Su-
draka’s reign seems t> have commenced fromd6 B. C.
One is strongly tempted to identify him with the origi-
nator of the Vikrama Era. Inliterature also there are
numerous references where the word Vikrama or its
synonym Sahasa is usually applied to Sudraka. In
Vinavasavadatta theepithet, Sahasalanchana™ specially
applied to Udayana may refer to himself if the author
seeks identification with the hero. In Mrcchakatika
also (Act VI) 2 there is a latent 1eference to Visama-
sila which is another name for Vikramaditya (Uide
Visamasilalambaka in Kathasaritsagara).

* mae 3¢ WEf g9 WO AIEEsEgA: 4 )
1 75R; -FAeaisTo FAWR T 94T |(Mrochakutika Aot V1I-7.)
2 ;W Mg @ FfmsiwfeE (Do, VI-4)
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After annther poet whose name with Dandin's
encomium is lost in the broken leaf, a full verse
introduces us to great Bhasa.

gﬁm@mﬁﬁm«mﬁfﬁfu: |
N Rudiarg: witRs s

From a large number of quotations and references
Bhasa is known to be a profuse writer of dramas.
But whether those which are recently published as
his compositions are works of his or of different poets
is still an open question. Weshall speak of it else-
where. Next to Bhasa is mentioned King Sarvasena,
the author of Harivijaya, a Prakrit Kavya now ex-
tinct.

Next to him comes great Pravarasena, the author
of Setubandha the well-known Prakrit work.

We know from Bharatacaritra® that a king of
Kuntala compoised Satubandha and from Bhoja's
Srngaraprakasa that Kalidasa was sent by Vikrama-
ditya as an ambassador to the court of a Kuntala king.
The commentators on Setubandha ascribe it to Kali-
dasa. From evidences of this nature the author of
Setu has to be identified with Pravarasena II, the
king of Vakhatakas who, issuing from their original
home of Acalapura, overthrew the Kadambas of Kun-
tala and extended prowess to the heart of Vidarbha
country. Pravarasena is assigned to 420 A. D. Dan-
din’s use of nah (our) perhaps refers to that sovereign’s
patronage extended to his forefathers at Acalapura.

| AR RIR g
AFCAA FIANGHG TIT FI G Fea: ||
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Then anether poet is mentioned whose name or
,Work is-lost in the broken leaf. Then comes a full
verse in praise of Kalidasa :—

The date of Kaldasa in spite of vigorus research

is yet to be settled. From a number of literary refe-
rences he appears to be a contemporary of a certain
Vikramaditya, Pravarasena, Dinnaga and Kumara-
dasa. (Mallinatha and his predecessor Daksinavar-
-tanatha, attest to Dinnaga’s disputations with Kali-
dasa). All these persons may be assigned to the first
half of the fifth century A. D. Daindin’s expression
may mean that Kalidasa as an ambassador actually
travelled over Vidarbha where Pravarasena encampad
or that he travelled from his native place near Rama-
giri in Vidarbha towards Ujjain.

The next poet mentioned leaves us only two words
for any curious conjecture. They are g7} (afflic-

tion in the eye). It may probably refer to Kumar.-
dasa, who was born blind.

Then a full veise follows in praise of Narayana,
who is undoubtedly the author of Venisamhara.

Out of three works attributed to him in the verse
only one is available, and the others arestill mis-
six;g'. He seems to have been a contemporary of Dhag-
makirti and Bana.

Then Dandin praises in very gloricus terms some
‘Emperor of poets.’” The verse obtained is incomplete
and may in all probability point to the celebrated

Bharavi, his great-grandfather or Mahendra.

Then come Bana and Mayura in a single verse,
who, we know from the words of Rajasekhara and
Padmagupta (Navasahasankacarita 11—-18) flourished
in the court of Harsavardhana.
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He derides pad poets and there might be a pun.:on
Karshnya and his opponent might be some Krishna
Kavi., Manovati might be a queen.

IV.

Next we come to the story itself. The plot is the
same as in Dasakumaracarita which appears to be
only the summary of the main plot in the Avantisun-
darikatha. For, several episodes, such as of Vararuci,
Sudraka, Saunaka, Kadambari, Samudradatta, etc.,
make us believe that the work was written after the
model of Brhatkatha. Vararuci is spoken of as Katya-
yani’s scn and a contemporary of King Mahapadma.
Siunaka, the devout lover of Bandhumati, the heroine
.f a certain drama becomes Sudraka in the next birth
and again was born as Kamapala in Avantisundari;
Bandhumati too underwent transmigration as Vinaya-
vati, the queen of Sudraka, and as Kantimati in ber
next birth in Avantisundari. The handmaid of Ban-
dhumati was born as a wife of Sudraka in the name of
Rangapataka and lastly became Taravali in this story.
Thus an intimate connection is maintained in the form
i rebirths between the heroes of the ancient world
ond the main characters of Dandin’s story. In the
narration of Kadambari’s story Dandin is accurate to
the end of Bana’s portion of the work, but gave a-free
play to his own imagination in filling it up. Fot'ithe
plot differs a good deal from that supplemented by the
son of Bania, Pulindabhatta.

Samudradatta is the hero of a drama called Pus-
pabhushitaka, where Nandayanti, the daughter of a
Vaisya was betrothed to Samudradatta who picks a



1R

quarrel with Muladeva, vows to carry away his betro-
thed. Samudradatta marries Nandayanti secretly. But
Muladeva kidnaps and marries her in the presence
of the elders of the caste. Samudradatta as a kidnapper
was sentenced to leave the country. She prepared her-
self for suicide. He meets her by accident and saves
her.

Even in the main plot it is predicted that Raja-
vahana would have a brother Hamsavahana and that
the former would conquer the three worlds and drive
on a fiery chariot.

Apart from these differences the reader can discern
some deeper meaning intended by the author in writing
the work. He wanted to indentify his Pallava patrons
with the great heroes of the Puranas and dramas as
mere transmigration of souls. Several Ganga and
Pallava kings bore the titles of Vikranta-Sudraka etc,
One remarkable and unique name attracts our notice,
Rangapataka, one of the wives of Narasimhavarman
who is connected with the construction of the Kailasa-
natha temple at Kanci is the name of one of the wives

of Sudraka.

Avantisundari in style resembles Kadambari but
i},less monotonous and more difficult. The strings of
epithets are generally longer than in Kadambari but
many a time present a finished picture worthy of a
great poet. The loss of the work lamentably affects
both history and literature

Av.ntisundariasanakhyayika has been mentioned
by Vadighanghaladeva, an old commentator on Kav-
yadarsa and byan anonymous commentator on the
same as well. The verse in praise of Vyasa is found
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quoted under Dandin in Subhasitavali, a differen-
work from that of Vallabhadeva.

Dandin is said t> be the author of three celebrated
works. One is Kavyadarsa, the next Avantisundari,
and what is the third ? We cannot for amoment enter-
tain the theory of Dr. Pischel that Mrcchtkatika is
his third work. Bhojadeva comes to our rescue and
mentions Dandin’s Dvisandhanakavya and quotes a
verse from it. The verse seems o possess a hidden
allusion to great Harsavardhana. '

IRTARATH: FAT9T EIATT: |
THE ZATHIA ©TA) AT ||

The Great Jain teacher Sri Vardhadeva seems to
have been a contemporary of Dandin, for in Sravana-
belagola Inscription the following sloka occurs as
Dandin’s praise of Srivardha.

JE: FFN TIE TR G |
AR aTy PHemE aveEa e

A number of akhyayikas like this have almost
become extinct, to name a few, Trailokyasundari of
Rudrata, Carumati of Vararuci, Malati, Sudrakaka-
tha of Ramila and Somila, Keralavamsa, etc. We still
hope that these and many more can be recovered if all
ihe native states and corners of India which did not
witnes« any terrible invasicn are explored carefully.

The relation of Dasakumaracarita with Avanti-
sundarikatha is still of curious nature. Both Katha
and its sara are incomplete, Dasakumaracarita con-
sists of .two parts—purva and uttara bhagas and this
division is not really appropriate to the order of the
incidents of the story. Between the two, the uttara
bhaga is in very good style while the former is stale.
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An ﬁxamlna,tmn of a.number of manuscnipts..of
Dasskumaracarita reveals the . following facts:—
(]) moet of them represent only utta,rabhaga and the

rrrrr

Vide Ta.njore Mss Nos. 5266 5267 & 5268 ) () tbe
oldest commentarles are found only on the uttar abh"a’g_:
(4) 1 there is much ~imilarity and sameness of expres-
sipn between Avantikatha and' the Utharabhaga. To
add to thesethe following fact prompts us to theorise
that a portion of Dandin’s work was lost and the story
was re-written as Purvabhaga finding materials from

its translations or from oral story-telling.
Of the translations of Dasakumaracarita, the

oldest is in° Telgu by Ketana of about 1250 A. D.
A comparision of his work with the original shows'that
the Purvabhaga cerresponds exactly with the Telugu
portion except that the story of Somadatta comes
after the meeoting of Rajavahana and Avantisundari
but before their marriage and that Uttarabhaga is
very much condensed in Telugu. Most of the idioms
peeuliar to Telugu are also crudely found in Sanskrit
in the Purvabhaga, Ketana states that he was writing
in chapters the story of Dasakumaras {ten young-men)
as related by Dandin in his prose work. These faets
suggest. whether the Purvabhagi was translated from
Talugu putting Somadatta’s:story a little earlier in the
Sanskrit rendering : Kanarase translation' has qunte a
different story for this pertion. , !

Thuys we aze-tempted to,say that the first. -portien
of Avanti.was losy and; was re-written by several :un-
known wrigers. -Peglhiaps the friends - of Dandin
might hawve taken copigd 40 -Malabar 1and the .ghats
have protected- them - frem the -ravages of sime..and
poltical catastrophes.
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Vadighanghaladeva may be identified with the
Jain scholar, Munjarya, who bore that title, men-
tioned in a grant of Marasimha dated 963 A. D. His
commentary on Kavyadarsa called Srutanupalini, is
available only for two chapters, the second and the
third. But an epitome of the same is found complete.
He brings out clearly all the latent references to
several verses whose significance is now forgotten.

Referencss in Avantisundarikatha : —

Vsgavati (page 3)—is a river near Kanchi.

Chitrayani (page 11)—might be the daughter of
Katyayana and mother of Vararuchi.

Sudhira (page 21) might be some Chalukyan
prince defeated by Harshavardhana.

Mss. Material- [t is known to all that at the
suggestion of late Professor, M. Rangachariar, formerly
the Curator of the G. O. Mss Library, Government
were please! to sanction o peripatetic party to excute
the search and acquisition of rare works in a syste-
matic tour all over the Presidency. It worked for
seven years under the able direction of Prof. S. Kuppu-
svami Sastriar, M. A., the present Curator of the
Library., Among all the districts in which th» party
worked Malabar yielded the best results.

Nambudiri brahmans who possessed large collec-
tions of works assisted the party immens-»ly and freely
showed™ their literary treasures lending them to
Government. The scholary world is really indebted
very deeply to their frank loyalty.

Avantisundarikathasara was discovered in the
Vadhyar manakkal near Kottakkal. The Ms. accor-
ding to the superscript once belonged to the Tiruna-
vaya Matha, wheve the great sage Krishnalilasuka,
better known as Bilvamangala, flourished. We have
showrn elsewhere that the amorous tales told of him
are mere myths and that he was a native of Malabar.
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When the Sara was examined its vigourous style
almost equal to that in Kavyadarsa prompted us to
ascribe it to Dandin. A year hence a copy of Valla-
bhadeva’s Subhashitavali was obtained in the Cheru-
mukku Mana which contained a few worm-eaten
leaves representing some prose work, which with the
help of Sara was identified as Dandin’s Avantisundari-
katha. There were 15 leaves altogether 1 to 4 and 9
to 18 with a solitary leaf vearing the figure 87th.
With hopes of getting the missing leaves I and
Mr. Ramanatha Sastriar went to th- same mana
three times from Madras but in vain. At our
request the senior Nambudiripadu kindly sent us a
bag of loose leaves once committed to the lumber-
room. Among them only 4 leaves pertaining to our
work viz., 5 to 8, were found besides the seventh and
eighth chapters of Brihati of Prabhakuara.

Since the abolition of the aquiring and publicu-
tion sections of the Library several of our friends ad-
vised us to publish these fragments in this series.

It is great misfortune to our ancient literature of
India fustered by revered sages, whose sons we profess
to be, to see under our very eyes that they perish in
the palm leaves ravaged by worms and that the De-
partment created to give succour crased to exist. We
havz no further hopes of recovering ¢ »mplate copies of
these works. Hence we have ventured to publish
them even as fragments, so that the world may lament
over the cruetly of Time and the exigencies of poli-
tics. The two sections, it was hoped, would have
spared to the posterity the few remnants escaped from
the graat political cataclisms of the past which swept
away our chief trzasure which alone bestows upon
India its individuality among the civilised nations.

M. RAMAKRISHNA KAVI.
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