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PREFACE.

Sanskrit literature is rich in its store of tragi-comedies
and lyrical love-dramas, which for ages have been our favcu-
rites both in the study and upon the stage. 1 am not aware of
any instances of the Sanskrit Prahasanas having been
accorded a similar recognition. But Prahasanas too have a
meaning in life as much as the more serious types among the
Ritpakas, The significance of the present one for us consists
in the presentation in it of Appetite as the root-cause of the
friction between the two classes of men—the owner and the
trespasser.  Appetite, metaphorically, stands for all the in-
domitable animal cravings in man.

Trivial, indeed, is the incident of this Prahasana, but it 13
conceived symbolically, Life is a deep dark game and if
represented in the magnitude of its sericusness will lend itself
only to a tragedy. A comic writer has unwittingly digested
the poison and smiles in innocent composure.

This work was done to order and was intended to be
staged on a specified occasion. Though eventually the original
purpose was not given effect to by those concerned, my
thanks are due to Mr. V. Raghavan, Sanskrit Honours Student
of the Presidency College, for his having given this turn to my
literary endeavours.

I am much obliged to the learned Editor of the Udyana
Patrika for his having published this piece first in his journal.

I shall be glad to give the nccessary permission to any of
my readers who may be desirous of trying this play upon the
stage.

MYLAPORE, }

24¢h February, 1930. Y. MAHALINGA SASTRI.
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NOTES.
Page.
1. AT Colour; complexion; word or syllable; caste or
race.
Eatieat Wave; finger-ring,
agErgFS  « Jilobi”
eFE<H  Flaglike shoots of reeds,
AIRHET Pride or arrogance; commencement,
2. % n. Daybreak,
Ricuif .Eating after a fast.
g Tifhn.
79 and  FE-INSTL M9F: enEedr gfuewa; |
Amara.
fam®  Digestion; ripening or result,
FERMR]  As it is ordinary or common-place,
M Disgust or satiety.
g4 Bad compositions ; a series of hard or knotty
coils,
TaRE  Roasted in ghee.
gﬁfi lnlerming]ed. :
AYNRGATR®  Honeyed, dried grapes
F49FF  Ceoked “Aval”,
#=  Black-pepper.
#M@  Rubbed or scraped.
3. fasrag Enough of it; leave it aside.
TF  wretched.



vi

faarsafd  Stops away from work.
faAWT:  Commission or charge.

qPMER Here means, “awaiting (to be fed) to the ex-
tremuty of death.”

92:  Presumptuous; impudent; shameless.
4. 9E@MAT Constant at meals.

T Practice.

@A Hearth

AT Synonymous with.

FFEAMEA engaged at one silting.

ST At intervals; now and then.

I, Fasting.

T Bet or wager.

I{U‘i"{"h Likely to die in a short time.

FISFamEe™  The desire (o grasp at the one remaining

cake,

RELD Y Sutfering from colic in the belly.

TEAESTL areligious hypocrite or imposter.

‘N

RIS Pretence or deception.
TN Creditor.
F27  Miser.
S AT Pres. Sing. of U9 v, t,, 5th coﬁj, Parasmmai Pada
—to accomplish,
FAIGEAIT  The living quarters of peasants.
A% A beast of prey. ‘
ZFAgA  Light refreshments,
6, faear amfe (52 A parody of the well-known song of Sti
Sadadiva Brhmendra.
Qf\mgiﬂ A door on the hind-wall.
7. dF@A  ete—~A parody. of Kaliddsa's verse in the
Sikuntala— SETE HATHEAA etc.



10,

11,

i

a2 push at the neck with the half moon-shaped
_ridge of the hand.

IR Obstruction; impediment,

I¥% m. and n, Boiled rice. (Here, cooked unitary
“Aval”.)

FETFG: A frying basin made of hell-metal,
wafs:  Remedy.

¥ Sickness; ailment.

S The cheek; a boil.

EZFY  Strong and healthy.

a1 Medical treatment.

891 to no purpose; uselessly,

faaver  Frivolous argument,

ama‘igg[ Daughter of a whore (an abuse).

FIFL  How; in what manner,

799 One with greedy sharp eyes like the vulture,

EENRET:Y Yes,

FUEHE A small box made of bamboo, (Here, figura-
tively used.)

’lf\Fﬂ%'\{ﬁF[ It 1s nothing (trivial) after all,

B?I\T{?{QT: Gluttonous fellow,

fr@id  Is driven out, (%% With fq@  10th  Conj,
Ubhayapadi)—Pr. pass,

ﬁﬁﬁ’f ctc, Shall make him bid farewell to his
temporal concerns, i, kill him,

G-I Remorse,

Al a clever woman,

W@lﬁWT Proud assumption of power,

IHMET:  Made to depart from,

AMRUEAM:  Roaming about,

TG, w=T Not taking quarter anywhere,



12,

13.

15,

vii
st N eighbour. (Woman)

FgSEFL  etc, hid himself ina corner of the entrance
hall narrow and congested because of a mud-built
gréin receptacle placed there,

JERAATTET  etc.  You are going to hecome an object
of pity for indifferent on-lookers,

T U RAE | do not believe,

WRMF  (m. and n.) Fearful anxiety.
AR ete. Some absolute or supreme remedy.

I Portent, natural phenomenon foreboding evil.
(used hguratively.)

IR RG] Sﬁi v. i,, 10th. Conj. Ubh,—to be strong
or able —Shows mettle, :

T8 (n.) Chaff,

{['f (m. and n.) a winnowing basket.
ER R ESIE Keep close to me.

AAATATIA ete. itisa popular belief that a learned
man jealously with-holding his knowledge from the
world, does not find peace in death, but hovers about
as & Brahma Rakshasa with a stropg tendency to
drag into intellectual controversies other learned
men and to molest them in case of their inability to
stand the tests. Here, by an extended analogy the

belief is applied to the case of a parsimonious
hoarder of wealth,

A Shall return or go back,
T Trifling; worthless.

SR Humiliated; defcated.
ST T4 Populag‘ verse.

& (n.) Cooked food.



SELECT OPINIONS
On LAGHU RAMACHARITAM

(Approved by the Text-Book Committee, Madras, vide Gazette, 8th
May, 1928, Tart I-B, p. 232)

It gives the immortal story of the Ramayana in about 400 verses of
the anushtup metre.

It aims...... at telling the story of the Ramnayana as far as possible
in the words of the original itself...... One meets again and again in these
verses those jewelled phrases and thosc infinitly suggestive similies which
are among Valmiki’s principal glories......

The author has a clear eve for essentials and a natural gift for
narrative—The* Mindu.

...... The beginner is afforded the delight of tasting the great classic
itsell in a digestible...... form instead of his being made to labour with
mediocre compositions,—The Swarajya.

It is meant for students but will repay perusal by older persons also.
It is in a simple and limpid and attractive style and weaves into the author'’s
fine verse some of the most enchanting verses in the original
—K. S, Ramaswami Sastrigal.

The author’s mastery of verse and style is without flaw.......... the
interest of the story is not sacrificed to considerations of abridgment. This

little book is well-suited to the needs of young boys learning Samskrit,
—New India.

...... in charmingly simple verses......will be of the highest use for
rapid reading in the Matriculation class where the students require to be
mtroduced to Sanskrit both simple and idiomatic—The Progress of Edu-
cation, Poona.

.vvv..condensed an epic...... in a simple narrative form...... in verses
flowing and unadorned......

This attempt to offer younger minds a foretaste of the beauties of tha
Ramayana is praise-worthy.—The Journal of Oriental Research.

ont——



on SAMSKRITA PATHAVALIL:

(Approved by the Text-Book Committee, Madras, wide Gugette, 19th
November, 1929, Part I-B, p. 613.)

I find the author has exercised sound judgment in the choice and
arrangement of the subjects and the lessons, The language...... is readable
and idiomatie........ a suitable and useful text-book for the IL[, IV and
V Forms...~——Mahamahopadhyaya S. Kuppmwamf Sastri in his Foreword.

This excellent Samskit Reader is intended for use in the higher forms
of -our High Schools...... Prosc lessons and poems and songs alternate
and ‘make the Reader interesting reading. Mr. Y, Mahalinga Sastri is a
gifted Sanskrit poet....he has kept in view the need for lessons of graded
difficulty........ this Reader is calculated to elevate the morals, widen the
mental outlook and improve the powers of expression of the students—The

Hindu.

It consists of excellent pieces in Samskrit and will prove to be an
admirable text-book in High School classes—K. §. Ramaswami Sastri.

All the lessons are written in easy, flowing and idiomatic Samskrit.
They also display variety of both form and matter...... the boys can read
its interesting matter with much advantage—The Progress of Fducation,
Poona.

...... a book which was a long-felt necessity. The author should he
congratulated particularly on the judgment he has shown in selecting the
pieces, which are at once delightful and instructive and in arranging them
in the order of difficulty. His intelligent adaptation of a few familiar
English poems and storics and abridgments of portions from well-known
Samskrit classics tend to enhance the utility of the Reader...... the Reader
is the best of its kind—The Journal of Oriental Research, Madras.



On BHASA KATHA SARA:

...... commands a prose style which is at once limpid, copious and
vivid and admirably in tune with the genius of his author—The Hindu.

He commands a prose style which is free from...... heavy compounds,
............ and which is at once graceful and vigorous, idivmatic and
musical..........

...... is an excellent and uscful addition to Sanskrit Prose literature.

—The Swarajya.

There is a wide gap between the plain style of...... Panchatantra and
the......ornate diction of Kadambari...... Mr. Mahalinga Sastri is to bhe
congratulated on his having succeded to an eminent degree in writing a
prose which while being free from artificiality, is clear, natural and
idiomatic........ The plots of these dramas are of cntrancing interest and
they arce retold by Mr. Mahalinga Sastri with a narrative skill worthy of
them. These stories, indeed, furnish an excellent model of Sanskrit prosc.
—The New India.

The two volumes remind one of the similar production of Charles
Lamb with rcference to the dramas of Shakespeare.~The Journal of
Oriental Research.

Such a work as Mr. Mahalinga Sastri's excellent brochure is one of
the means of summation of the past culture of India for the purpose of
inaugurating the greater culture of the future~K. S. Ramaswami Sastri,

Lovers of Sanskrit will find their labour amply rewarded if they turn
over the pages and get themselves acquainted with the pristine beauty of
Sanskrit dramaturgy and classical style—The Progress of Lducation, Poona.

...... They are akin to Lamb’s ““Tales from Shakespeare”” not only in
their object, but also in the fact that they attempt to preserve the flavour
of the original by retaining Bhasa’s characteristic expressions and here
and there his slokas. We hope that these books...... will find their way
into Samskrit Schools and the trauslation classes of Colleges.—Triveni.
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