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FOREWORD

BY
Kumar BIDYADHAR SINGH DEO, B.A, BL,MRAS,
(Author of Nandapury a forsaken kingdom.)

The students of Indian History do always attach less importance
to non-historical Indian literature. These are very often neglected
by students who fail to realise that they contain much of the
historical data which cannot be found elsewhere. Sir George
Griergon has expressed such a view on many an occasion in

m his monumental works, Our modern Oriental
Research Scholars have proved beyond doubt that the Indian
Puranas and Kavyas are full of historical materials which may be
examined carefully to trace the missing links in the history of our
mother-land. In the following collection which is the work of
Pandit Ramanath Nanda Vidyabhusan who adores the Pandit sabha
of Dr. Maharaja Sri Vikrama Dev Varma, D. Litt.,, Sahitya-Samrat,
Utkal Vikramaditya of Jeypore Raj (Orissa), has rendered a valuable
service to the field of classic literature and general history as well,
by picking up scattered accounts from different Palm-leaf manus-
grpie and Oriya unpublished Puranas relating to the origin of the
Nandapur or Jeypore Raj family. Nandapur was the old name for
Jeypore in the Pre-British period and it existed since the time of
the Nandas of Pataliputra.

The tiny thinly-populated modern town of Jeypore had in its
olden days a prosperous condition which rivalled a city like Ujjain
in those days (vide J. B. O. R. 8. September-December 1930).

Nandapur is also mentioned in three Brahmi inscriptions found
in the excavations of Amaravati and Bhattiprolu.

Budhist crystal inscription mentioned by Rea (Archosurv. India,
New Imperial series Vol. XV. P. 11 and plate V) records a gift by
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the women from Nandapura and novices from Suvanamaka (Suvarna-
mukhi) in the Aya Sakasathi Committee of Glanakarya. Thus
Nandapur has its own hoary antiquities which cannot be minimised
by the historians who have failed in their attempt till now to trace
back the link that established connection between the main kingdom
of the Orissa Gajapatis and their dominion in the south uc¢, the
Deccan.

“ Political history in India has not been unicentral but multi-
central, cannot be traced and studied as a whole, but only in parts,
fragments, in missing links, interruptions and isolated restorations,
in the different histories of her many regions and people”. R, D.
Banerjee and others who are considered as aum&g—
history of Orissa have done a great injustice to the cultural and
political history of Orissa by not studying its whole history from the
standpoint of ‘fragments,” ¢ missing links’ and ‘isolated restorations’;
although such scholars are reckoned at present to have left monu-
mental works about the past greatness of Orissa.  Every historian
says that the period between the death of Pratap Rudra Deva and
the final conquest of Orissa by Akbar’s General, Raja Mansing, is
almost a dark one and nothing can be said definitely which way the
political wind blew at that time in Orissa. ‘That is what Nanda
Vidyabhusan’s commendable work in Sanskrit indicates ilidirec,tfy
for the general information of the historians who are eager to Inow
something about the said dark period. Mr. Monomohon Chakra-
varty who is more or less authority on the accounts of the Northern
Circars missed on his main path to trace the destination where the
side-track of Nandapur or Jeypore leads to, in order to have a regular
connecting and unbroken history of the Orissa kingdom up to the
Moghul period through a particular single channel.

As the Raghuvamsa, in the form of Kaviya literature, rings
with the praises of Raghu's Digvijaya which is nothing but an
account of Samudra  Gupta’s conquering  expedition, so  also
Ramanath Vidyabhusan, a classic author of no small erudition, puts
the whole history of the origin of the present Suryavamsa line of
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Jeypore (Orissa) in beautiful Sanskrit verse in which an up-to-date
historian may collect enough pebbles on its shore to build the
complete history of Orissa. The late Mr. K. P. Jayaswal remarked
that the cultural history of India was nothing without the cultural
history of Orissa. If that is the theory propounded by a learned
scholar of the type of Jayaswal, there is no wonder thata keen
student of Ancient India and culture may find something substantial
in this work to feed his own cultural ambition in the domain of
research and antiquities.

It is learnt from the accounts of Feristha (Briggs edition) and
from that of the Marhatti and Telugu literature and from the writings
5 tW3 OUffeeers under the East India Company that one Viswanatha
Gajapati concluded a treaty with Sultan Kooly Kutb of Golconda by
which the modern district of HKllore was given away to the
Muhammadans and the river Godavary became the boundary
between the Hindu kingdom of Orissa and the Musalman kingdom
of Golconda (also vide Historical inscriptions of Southern India,
page 248).

This Viswanatha has been called in the (fth Report on the
affairs of the East India Company (1812) as “ the last great Prince
of the house of Gajapathy, who in 1571, united under his sceptre all
the ancient domains of the kings of Orissa”  This Viswanatha Deo
is found in the line of the Chiefs of Nandapur or Jeypore and was
fourth in descent from Vinayaka Deva, the founder of the Surya-
vamsa line in 1443 A.D.

Like Pratap Rudra Dev Gajapati, Viswanatha Deo made the
neo=Vaisnavic cult as the state religion of his kingdom. It was
preached in his reign that Krishna could be realised only by means
of “a love as ardent and all-absorbing as the conjugal passion.” ‘The
Viswanathapur Dana-Sasana in Puri owes its existence to the grant
of Viswanatha Gajapati. Carmichael in his Manual of Vizagapatam
says “ He was a very great potentate and in ¢emulation of the God
Krishna thought proper to marry one hundred and sixteen wives.”
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He is believed to be the author of Avatar-Vada of Chaitanya in
Orissa who had passed through the Nandapur Kingdom in the
course of his pilgrimage towards the south.

This aspect of the subject attaches much importance to the
Suryavamsa line of Jeypore with which the learned Pandit is much
concerned in relation to his work on the same,

The said Surya Vamsa line of Jeypore traces its origin to Jammu
(Kashmir) as far back as many centuries ago. Kumbhiraja Deo,
a descendant of Kanakasena of the solar race was once King of
Jammu, He had three sons, and the second of them Vinayaka Deo,
who would not succeed his father while the eldest was alive; fepaters
to Benares on a pilgrimage where it is fraditionally believed, he
made a penance, and after 21 days of rigid fast saw the God Vis-
weswara in his dream who bade him to go to Nandapur where he
would secure the throne of that kingdom in the south. Vinayaka
Deo immediately proceeded towards the south without delay and
reached the place whither he was enjoined to proceed by the God
Visweswara. On reaching the place, he entered the temple of Sure-
swara or Sarveswara at Nandapur and in the course of his usual
prayer he mentioned the object of his visit to the place. The very
night the God Sureswar or Sarveswar appeared in a dream” to the
king of Nandapur which was then ruled by the rulers of the Silavamsa
line, and said that an accomplished prince was present at the temple
and that he was best qualified to receive the hands of his (king’s)
only daughter named Lilavati. As the Silavamsa ruler had no male
issue he thought that he had better make the prince his son-in-law
by marrying his only daughter. With this resolve the king of
Nandapur appeared at the temple and saw the prince Vinayaka Deo
who related to him (the king) the circumstances that led him to the
place. There-upon the king took Vinayaka Deo to his palace and
made him his son-in-law, entrusting to bim the management of the
State. After the death of his father-in-law, Vinayaka Deo became
the ruler of Nandapur, and extended the boundaries of his kingdom
as far as the river Krishna (so says the family papers ol Jeypore).
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His descendants later on removed the capital of the Raj from
Nandapur to Jeypore (the modern town of Jeypore in Koraput
district) which was formerly the capital of the Nandodbhava family
that was ruling over these tracts called “ Gondarama.”

The Jeypore family is well known for their great patronage of
art and literature and other sciences.

The great Pandit Simha-Bajpeya flourished in the court of
Viswanatha Gajapati and had the honour of being received by the
Emperor Akbar. One of the descendants of Vinayaka Deo had the
privilege nf acquiring the title of ¢ Sangita-Sahitya Ratnakara, (the
ocean of rusic and learning).

[t is a great pleasure to me as a student of antiquities to see
that such an undiscovered and neglected work has been brought to
light by Pandit Ramanath Vidyabhusan in Sanskrit and with proper
commentaries which reminds one of the flourishing days of the
history literature in classic under Sri ITarsha, Bana, Dandi, Chand
Kavi and other old pocts of renowned fame,

The work is very sound and sitisfactory, particularly in point
of classic literature and local history in general, in bringing out the
distinctive features of Orissan culture and civilisation, and in des=
cribing the parts played by this region of the country in a particular
period when a fresh lustre was given to the extinguishing Hindu-
power of the Gajapatis after the fall of Pratap Rudra Deva Gajapati
of Orissa.

FORT, JEVPORE,
(KORAPUT DISTRICT.) B. SINGH DEO.
may, 1938.
THE Y SASTRI
for S RCH INSTITUTE,

MYLAPORE, MADRAS-4.
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