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PREFACE.

We have areat pleasure to place in the hands of

ar readers this elton of Kalrlasts  Abljnna

kuntadlam wd ats Endish Trosltion, s the
Feceonl anl thirl numbors of the series of the
ZaanzaaE. The One At Phivs of Bhiswill b

Sste 1 os the next numb e in the senes

In prepunry our e hton of the Sikuntdam we
1ie consulted an T use T many of the printed editions
i the ploean Lits trusbwons of varous scholus, to
whom we are hehly indebte T Not o tal o our
luty, we Mast evpress here, our eravtude o Mr
K Nuwwmewams [vencar for the help e has
rendered usom ovanous wavs, wmlto Me VOB Sree-
kantiah of Mesarss Vo B Soobhinth & Sons, tor his
Ml co-operiton which emibled s to- publish - the

works g kosuccesson

S. N. Simha,
For Fditors,

From

—-av



INTRODUCTION

Kalidasa’s Date : Kalidisa probably lived in tho first
B.C. The date is approximate, as it his not yot boon
to fix it up definitely. Thit is why, if Dr. Peterson he
“Kalidasa stands near the beginning of tha Christia
indeed, he doos not overtop it "', Dr, Koern plicos him
Iatter half of the 6th cent. \ D).

His Life : [here are ouly a few tant dhsimr legend:
have to speik about the lite of our poot  winl we hvo
that none of these is relithle  1f one lesond mikes h
contemporary of Bhavabhuti and Dundin, ancther mal
the court poet of Bhojaryya of Dhare.  But, the truhitic
he was one of the * Nine Zems'™ of Vikrumaditva's court
to have some trath about 1t Of course ~omo scholar
rejected even this as totally biseluss  but many are n
to believe that Kahdusa's patron mu<t have boen Vikram
It is ot unhikely that Kabi Lisu want <119 puy his trin
his patron in the title of his plav 7 14ramor astyam
again, there have been soveral Vikramadits 13 and hence
tradition by itself doos not help to fin the date of Kali
One Kirg Vikramadityw founded the era hnown after
which comieuces with 57 B. € It 15 vor hkely tht

King was Kalidasa's patron.

We can gather <ome mforntion about Kahdaa s
from s own wnitings, 1 tepeded retcrence to Up
indicates that he must ave <pent o least o patof s it
the aity. Thie dwelhng upon tie charme of the ity m
Meghadutam makcs Adear Ui he lovad the iy muca. |

description of the Zour alout the Whole of Tidia and e

AR WA g 408 02 Wi e
WA AT L A B e g !



Introduction v

to regions beyond the borders of Indi, i the Rughusamsam,

whes any one belicve that Kalidas v nim Uf must have made
uch o grand tour  Mountains scem to have 1 npressed him
ceply s acutely observed by aeritie, ne 1s tue only Sunshrit
ot who s deseribed 1 cart un Rasmirim tlo ver,

Ihere cannot be wy doubt t1r Kididier ad extensive
Jue dion it b mctered roctone, dronatic theory
ol tie scrence of Grmoaa “to cnd of b sGonees.
Be tles the hnowladae of Toe ad ctrnome ¢ cums to
bove baen prootaat ot proom! mlosu the svetoms of
pudosopn 1T s A masasambuy am < noasti, us
haghu-amsam v Vi It o O Vis o
telaterwoah s capre 1V Ta o, tie v nn to
Brohme mtic forner wors ovor s 0t davis o of tie
Sinhnvs, o Butd vl U re S0 el
tionad el ot Lo ore vie ny s i

»
ndter o rehroa bl ooy el se v of

Wbt o mind,

i

His works  Morc than faty works e enerdl atonbuted
t Kduhwse but anties o host ool o v or tham s
fus These verhs e
L 3o I/vccdromas 1 ~dhuntdon 20 Vikrunory sy am
wd 3 Mok ity
tS Teo Masdovas 1 Fohinmsm |
» Run vsambha oy
6 Une Ahnea Aa yva ~Me hiddutan
T et Nob vt discoverc t but howown by v gquo
tdon e the 10T de o1 of hehomendra,
\noth rdesyriptive poom Ritusumbion s wcopte by

>0we 8 the work of huld iy



vi Introduction

Kalidasa's Poetry : ' Swoeotas! Sikunta ” was th
of the grou eritic anl pat Goothe,  So much
enrapturol by th> porotic <enius of Kiidast that |
Sakuntala --

“Woulldst thou the yount vear's bl wom
anl thetrmt of 1« dechine

And by whieh the s oul i chamel
enrapture 1 foasted, fod !

Wauld<t thou the earth and hewan itself
1 one sole nuns co nhie ?

[ name thee, O Sakunt g,
and Al o onee is sl

Manv of the forern eritics ~aeh o -ir Nl
and Sir Monir Willions, have |, ranse ]l Kdidese as the

Shiko-p: v+ md som hv even gone to the extent of
him above SWl peares e st oien thes 12 whe
AW RAer civs - hoe el nted o the wo
buer in Kbl s elireter, 1oy rtae £ wiineh he
himself epidl o home v 0 pdee Gl cwald
Tknow not with Vi f conpare ha i this oven 8
paire, for adl s moaced gas ' dats noatard! bowty,
manly 1 poe of the hanes heot The o be hoedly
of Kulidww v vor evn it hie sl thid hee s prmanlv w0 e
naturd bewty  The two chawtors umte in i, it
almost b said, chemicdly ™
In the tronsldin of the same professor, this s
Buana, the co'ebrated Suiskrt noveli ¢ savs thout Kali
verse, -
“Where find .« soul that dovs not thrill
In Kahd s verso to mect
Tho smoath inevit blo hines
Like blossom ¢lustors honey sweet
g iz ™ he b oo very commnon saying

apprecition of KuJilwy nunerous wl homoely dqun



Introduction vii

det a doseribes Walidasa as the grace of I’octry;—"m%’.lfﬁ
k' It ds this graco of Kalidasa's  composition that
1cod the celebrated critic Schlegel assign for him a very
V position amongst the dalaxy of the “ Sons of Song’

Kalidu-vie undouhtedly “the hrichtest star i the firma.e
it of Ddian poctry o e nehncs of hiscreative faney,
hi~ <kill in ospros-ng terder satinat and sympathy
honabuare gives himea vers ngh place amor g the world’s
matic pocts’.

The story of Sakuntala: The draumn 1. about the tomance of
g Dushyanta and “dhant dy daghiter of Ceelestial nymph,

one @le hantive in cforest, the bt wec s <ty Toves her

liv
kf'l
rof

I marries here Mterwards Le returns to his eapital, pro-
Sing akmntaltht he will send for her <oon, but, he
dot~ all hout iar in cor s uence of ocarso of the anery

10 Darvasias on her The hermt v e the foster father

el Sahunt e however <quds her to her hasbid who fails
S recognize how N leng <oparition crsues, Gl oat last i
" Bcovered the ring which the King had given Sakuntala in the
r

rest, but wineh was later swallowed by a fish, Finally, the
vers are reunited . fter some time, on @ heavenly mouutain
which <akuntala had reserted.
The highest plice i~ ¢ signed to <ikuntda among hito-
ry worhs, wnd there is much trath in the ob ervation,.—
e (PO RN PR RN VRIS 1l
A Al A g
The pliv consists of sever wts of which the first four pass
Uforest hermtage  the fitth and the sisth pass in the king's
ilaco, and the st on a heavenly mountain.  The Juration
time is porhaps sovin voars. .
* These four stanzas are 1V 6,9, 15 aod 19. )
From



DRAMATIS PERSON.T,

Male—
- i— R of Histinapuri,  (Tho horo of the
210 The King's charioteer.
I G ) The Kings compamion by namo V
Lo (s Y e wenend of the vy of the
CeTTC dtdad The s Lo,
AT = The Ring's precoptor.
2990 41209:) Sakur tabds foster father,
AT A, AT, L W, T Papils of K
! ol (137 40 0 ~The King's Ch unberlain,
VTR ATH R The King's corvant <
70 = The Kine's brothor in law
AT, LR —"Two gquards
s =Tudrds charinteer.
T — A\ «ade,
41370 -\ fishermo
Jaifzar - Two hards
a7 Stage Manager
Durvas s the angry sare, ote

Female —
AFe370- Dushyant s wifeond Kinvas's adopted da
A4 (44400 Sdhuntal O~ friend s
- A fermnade a-cotic
AL g, SR W - AL ] servants of the king,
44 - A nvinph,
“lafa Wife of Rashyvapn (Maricha)
I —Portress
31— An actress
441, aA4l otc.
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