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“ag: 79§ 7 @@ Ay aewghEar (7

Tur prose-poctry genre of Sanskrit Literature called
Campri is thus described as a delightful honey-grape
mixture by the famous latter-day scholar and poet
St Venkatidhvarin, himself the author of the
Visvaguniidarsa—one of the most popular ‘wmpis.
This description may perhaps be considered parti-
cularly felicitous and significant, without the least
need for reservation, as applied to the Ndakaytha-
#ijuya, among the numerous Cumpis preserved in
Sanskrit Literature. Though the Sanskrit scholars
of South India are fairly familiar with this brilliant
and beautiful Campd through an old edition of the
work in Grantha seript, which has long been cut of
print, yet for want of a good Devanagari edition
the majority of Sanskrit scholars in North India
and elsewhere could not find easy access to this
work. The proprietor of the Balamanorami Press
at No. 8, Madhavaperumalkoil Street, Mylapore,
Madras, has now satisfactorily supplied this long-felt
want by bringing out for the first time this
Devanagari edition of the Nilakanthavijuya, with
the help of the manuseripts deseribed below :—

No DrsoripTION OF
MaNuscrIPT

1. MS. written on paper M.R.Ry. Subrahmanya
' in Devanagariseript.  Sastry of Tanjore.
2. Palm-leat MS. in MR.Ry. A. Mahadeva
Grantha script. Sastry, Director,
Adyar Library.
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No.  Descrieriox o
MaNuvscrirr

4. Palm-leaf MS. in  Professor S. Kuppu-
Grantha script. swami Sastri, Cura-

tor, Govt. Oriental

Manuseripts’ Library,

Madras.
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From out of the ecarly beginnings of the prose-
verse form of composition, prefigured in the Vedic
Akhyinas, the Pali Jatakas and the Sanskrit fables,
that the Campi should have emerged as a recognised
literary kind before the seventh century an. is
quite obvious from the clear recognition of this type
by Dandin in his I\ll\'}ad,us'a—“ﬂilq%m?ﬁ TG,
However, the carliest of the Campiis, which
have been definitely known so far, are all of
them mediocre pmductlonq of the tenth century
anb—the Nala Campn by Trivikrama Bhatta of
a0 950, the Yasastilaka by Somadeva of a.n. 959,
and perlnps also the Jivandharacampi of Hari.
candra. Of these, though the last-mentioned work
has the greatest claim for intrinsic literary worth,
none could be said to rise appreciably above the
level of mediocrities and all seem to suffer more or
less through the Sles and ¢ifra obsessions resulting
from unaV‘ulmg and ill-proportioned 'tttempt% at
securing Bana’s inimitable brilliance. Tf the later
Ramédyanacampii attributed to Bhoja, in spite of
its lackadaisical style, and the much later Bharvatu-
campi of Ananta Bhatta, in spite of its numerous
golecistic lapses and queer conceits, still continue to
be popular among Indian Students of Sanskrit
Literature, it is rather due to the perennial interest
of the happy motif and theme of the monumental
epics of Valmiki and Vyisa. The latter-day Viyva-
gunadarsa of Venkatadhvarin is a very interesting,
original and remarkable production of the Campu
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type, which is sure to be appreciated by its readers
as a repository of forcible but heavily riming, ornate
but satirical gnomes put into the mouth of a fictiti-
ous Swift-like misanthrope called Krsinu, agreeably
diversified by the gencrous though Iaboured
pronouncements of another fictitious character—
Viyviivasu.  But the inquisitorial attitude generally
assumed by Venkatidhvarin towards the contempor-
ary communitics of South India seems to have
betrayed him not unoften into an ill-disguised
exhibition of a desire to provide in his Viyvaguni-
darva something like a literary purgatory to the
South Indian souls. The Nilakanthavijaytcampi,
happily free from these defects, a veally delightful
honey-grape mixture, was produced by Nrimin
Nilakanthadiksita in a.n. 1637-8, after the lapse
of 4738 years in the Kali Era.

A ETgTEFTATaIETgEE Ay |
#eady Ty afa: fee dewvsaaisaq | fo ||

. (Fewusiaag—sie {)
There are luckily available several important

particulars concerning the life and age of Sri
Nilakantha Diksita. The following extract from

the introductory canto of his Gangivatarana may
be perused here with advantage.

givaRa g samtgaRsany |

AT TR ARSI 1| 3¢ 1)
TR AT {107 57 TR |
revsawonass: Swmaadifea: 1 38 |-
SRR |

JEae: gava W SR I 9y )

4 faar gy agramraETRISRawin |

& fsan: @ 3R T sweed & fela: 1 ogy )
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aresfy afy FamT AgETsey g |
q1g: grats agiy feae fafas g 1 vg |l
JEAAFIAAR qGAALAA: |

- areEEREE QA a1 oge |l
At qATE™ 7T et |
TETET WEE waAs fahad 1| 8] Ul
qurg fyaaisia it gan |
HeHvs S S Ala: GRAL T@EA: |l Ko |l
AF TR AT AT |
shage e R aeagF+ad | ug |l
FAA AN A0 FHS TET WA |
FOEARASH Fifs-af awafy 1 4’ 1|
wifed R qU a6 wiinfaFaEgEst: |
FEROTEAGTAHT JIFAT 1| 43 1|

(TFrEATI-GiTo ¢)

It can be made out from these extricts that he
was the second of the five sons of Nirayana Diksita
who was himself the younger brother of St1 Appayya
Diksita (a.0. 1593 to 1626), the illustrious South
Indian Acirya of Saivism and Advaitism, who is
appropriately characterised by his admirers as the
myriad-minded  poly-histor who produced one
hundred and four works of great merit in various
branches of knowledge and had to his credit inces-
sant ritualistic activities nowise less numerous or
varied, and as one of the greatest champions of the
religion and philosophy of Srikantha and Samkara.
From reliable records and traditions preserved by
the disciples and descendants of Nilakantha it may
further be gathered how, as a boy of twelve,
Nilakantha became the recipient of Appayya
Diksita’s hearticst and choicest blessings in his last
moments as the lucky substitute for the earthly
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patrimony which his sons would not allow Nila-
kantha to get; how he rapidly throve to become
the most prominent scion of Appayya Diksita’s
family, through his superior statesmanship which
culminated in his Premiership under King Tirumala
Nayaka, the most powerful of the Nayaka Kings of
Madura, and through his marvellous genius which
exhibited itself in the form of excellent poetry,
thrilling and stirring up his contemporaries and
posterity alike; and how he was otherwise known
as Ayya Dikyita, and spent the evening of his life
in the village called Palimadai, on the left bank of
the Tamraparni in the Tinnevelly District.  Nila-
kantha was as fortunate in his teacher asin his
proteges and disciples. His teacher was vl Venka-
tesvara, the reputed author of the Vartikibharana
and the worthy son of Govinda Diksita of blessed
memory, who was the honoured minister of King
Raghunatha of Tanjore. His chief proteges and
disciples were his younger brother Ativitrayajvan,
the author of a drama called Kuvakumudvatiya;
his third gon Girvinendra, the author of a Bhina
called Srigarakosa; the Vaiyikarana Cokkanatha
Diksita ; and Col\l\anutha s son-in-law Ramabhadra
Diksita, the well-known author of the Janaki-
parinaya Nataka. The Sanskrit introduction by
Mr., T. 8. Kuppuswami Sastry, in the Sriranoram
edition of the Nivalilarnava, which appeared
No. 18 of the Sri Vani Vilas Sanskrit series, ln‘mga
together all the available particulars about Nila-
kantha Diksita, his contemporaries and immediate
predecessors.

Nilakantha Diksita is known to be the avthor of
several beautiful minor poems published in-1911 by
the Sri Vani Vilas Press, Srirangam. These are
seven—the Kalividambana, and the Sabhiraiijana
of caustic gnomes, the Santivilasa and the Vairagya-
sataka of a supreme qmetlstlc thrill, the Ananda-
sagarastava and  the S1v0tkar5amanjm-—two



8

brilliant devotional lyrics addressed respectively to
the Beloved Mother and Father of the universe ; and
the Anyapadesasataka, a centum of gnomic allegories
full of dignified wit and wisdom. His larger works
are his two Mahakivyas—the Sivalilirnava in
twenty-two cantos published by the Sri Vani Vilas
Press, Srirangam, and the Gangivatarana published
by the Nirnaya Sagar Press, Bombay, besides the
Nilakanthavijayacampi, now published, and two
unpublished  works Nulacaritanitaka and a
commentary on Kaiyata’s Mahabhasyapradipa.

Nilakantha Diksita is equally great as an art-
eritic and as an artist, an emmently practical
Alamkirika whose literary example 3s always in
delightful wuison with the high ideal of poctry
reveulod in his critical precepts. To realise this,
onc has but to read the first canto of the Niva-
lilirnava. and i the light of the canons enune sdated
thereln to examine thv further cantos of that work
or his other productions. That he set up a very
high standard of poetry would be (lulte apparent
fxom these extracts :

TRIEAT I AT FEFIRI: ANE: |

g AT A9: FrFTrIgear T FAE ¢l

T4 P SAFRAEAADN TG 67 QA |

AEIGA g FASARTH 1 gl quFATE: || ¢ 1)

Remfieer: sRARTSE A @ 7 & T )

wilsty AaTstETat frard w0 i w1 aa o 1340

(FradiaE—ato ¢)

FaAmy dad qEaly st e

siaed agead wualy @ig gar fraa: |
a1 @t gty IRk Tergefy g2 oY
MY F1g Fhar a1 @ g@g I | o |l
(Rewvsima—se Q)



9

It would also be manifest that, as a literary
artist, his greatest achievement lies in effecting
a complete synthesis between the Pulkiolti aspect of
literary form and the Dhvanmi aspect of literary
content, through his masterly Jewe-de-mofs, both
of the lambent and brilliant varieties, being
harmonised with richly suggestive collocations
of appropriate ideas and expressions. In fact, a
foretaste of such a synthesis is given in the very
first verse of the Nilakanthavijaya :—

a7y AETIBAT T4 (% a9 F074 |
i geafafa e et 5 |

Au all-compreliensive Santa-dominatd synthesis
may be said to be the happy motif which is
beautifully delineated through the simple and
popular  Puranic theme of how the Blue-yeckad
Sira became blue in his neck. The first verse
discloses the grand synthesis behind all men and
women through the conception of the Ardhanaris-
vara as the highest God—thus eulogised further
on in the verse :—

Aifhegafe gaarfra@as
GETRFSTAAEOHTATA] |

% T qrEagfasaadig &9
ot sizf FFEEfAEREg 1 ]y |l

(NrewosiEaTTa—aTs ¥)

With the highest type of uni-centrie devotion
characteristic of a God-filled Jagnin, Kkabhakti ov
Paramaiicantin, the author suggests with sly humour
a monotheistic synthesis behind the three chief
forms of religion, Saivism, Vaisnavism and Siktism,
in these verses :—
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formal side of the Nilakanthavijaya and are
sure to whole-heartedly subscribe to the following
estimate :

“ 3T FIRGTEE MATIAAT |
givew: qgerfed aer afta 34t qom: 17
YA WAt I qOm: G qI |
ATFISEE THITkH: AT Grargmari=r ||
S. Kurruswayi Sastri,

Madras Professor of Sanskrit aid Comparative
29-9-24 Philology, Presidency College, Madras.

"Pages 1 to 12 Printed by J. R. Arm, at the Vasanta Press, Adyar,
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AqGIRT27g gt qa;
A SIS T
ATFRAT: |
ARG RFFUAUAA AT AR a:

q9 aqarang. |

qe% ATSSAZTAIT TR 1 qAT FLI7 |
o [ a S > o [
T ZHYLATATT FATGATEN TR0 A |

I ARSEEATY FTRAG ARIAIGA: ||

GFUSTHIAT AW 1T |

af 7% #9a%af 3 5998730 0

A BFARITRLGAA G |

EPINFCEINERACECTOMC et il |

3% A3 EAATAAaey TETGUATEEE: arTal-

feqaqEm-aRadl TEEAeRIEIEARTITGT ATy 9.
WQARTAATEIATIAA  AF SRR ARG TET
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g | ABITSA A1 5FAANFL AN ST G q73 SN
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=43 30T | 79 ARTIACEFATATAANARGR FHIMIASTI
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A& TR FAIAGA! T GEFAN T FITEa F AN 3
g g amaTsieada agdaang Aaeigagaar-
FTIFA AR FAACA 7 genadiag | gearaffa v Tt
1% TG a1 a0 Aqar | TSy Sare FgE A qEAd §
at % awed @ | SHAaIl qd Eearaswan ot
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