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PUBLISHERS” NOTE.

Since the publication of the first part ‘contain-
ing 1-6 sargas) of this Kavyaratna, many Sanskrit
scholars suggested to us the desirability of publish-
ing this work with Mallinatha’s commentary as
far as available. Accordingly, we have great
pleasure in hringing to the notice of all lovers of
Sanskrit, Part 2, (containing 7 to 12 sargas) of this
agreat work with Mailinztha’s commentary.,

[n preparing this edition we had immense help
from the three following Mss.: (i From the Govt.
Oriental Mss. Library, Madras ; ‘i1) from the Govt,
Oriental Mss. Library, Tirupunithura Cochin State’;
(i11) from the Kudalur Mana Library. through the
kindness of M. R. Ry. P. Sankaran Nambuidripad
Avl.

We owe a deep debt of gratitude to Pandit
K. L. V. Sastriar Avl. (Mahopadhvaya & Siromani)
whose intense love of Sanskrit Literature and
sunbounded enthusiasm in the publication of rare
and useful Sanskrit works made him take enormous
pains in bringing out this clear and analvtical
edition.

Our hearty thanks are also due to M. R. Ry.
K. RAMA PISHAROTY AVL,M A, M.R.A.S, Princi-
pal, the Sansikrit College, Tripunithura for his
having kindly undertaken to write the Foreword.

THE PUBLISHERS.






FOREWORD.

—relrn

[t gives me great pleasure to accede to the
request of the enterprising Boekseller and Publisher
Brahmasri R. SUBRAHMANYA VADHYAR, to write
a Foreword to this his edition of Naishadha. The
Foreword, I believe, is not the place to write a
note on the age of the author or the literary merits
of the work ; and I may, therefore, content myself
with a short note about the edition.

This great Mahakavya of King Sri Harsha is
a recognised text book for the senior Kavya
students and it is also a very popular one. But yet
a handy edition of the text suited to the require-
ments of the students has long been felt a desider-
atum. The Calcutta edition, though handy, is
badly printed; the Bombay edition, though well
got up, s yet unwieldy, while the Madras edition
runs only for tw> sargas. The present edition,
therefore, supplies a long felt want; printed on
good paper in bold characters, edited by a scholar
of repute and priced cheap, the edition cannot but
commend itself to the student and the general
reader.

While Mr. Vadhyar has thus satisfied the
general reader he has not forgotten the critical
student. There is one feature about this edition
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which deserves to be emphasised—I mean the
utilisation of the Malayalee reading in fixing the
text. It i1s a tact but little known outside that
Kerala has a wealth of manuscriptsin almost every
department of Sanskrit Literature, offering a
wonderful variety of readings which especially in
the field of pure literature and literary criticism
are generally superior to those found in the North
Indian recensions. Now that Oriental studies are
characterised by a keen critical spirvit, it is very
desirable that our readings also are made available
to the student. It is, therefore, a point worthy ot
note that the Publisher has taken the pains to
collate in this edition the local readings also,

It may not be out of place here to convey
a request to the Publisher to try to issue in due
course a ‘Kerala Sanskrit Series’ of all standard
works, based mainly upon the Malayalee versions.
This will be a real service to the critical student
and will greatly help to bring out the Kerala
contribution to Sanskrit Literature.

SANSKRIT COLLEGIE, -

Tripunithura, K. RAMA PISHAROTY.
96-5-1926. J
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