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INTRODUCTION.

W>N the whole range of Hindu dramatic literature
% ' Sakuntaa’ ranks undoubtedly foremost.  Is is
écﬂxsidered as one of the pgreatest monuments of the
world’s bhest literature. It has got ali the wonder-
ful graces of Oriental Poetry and its chief literary
~harm consists in the exquisite deseription of nature,
the mellifluous flow of language and the pathetic grace
with which the various scenes are depicted. It is
certainly the greatest masterpiece of the greatest Indian
dramatist who is the embodiment of Hindu Nationalism.
1f it is at all necessary to single out one name as a
synonym for India and Hindu Culture, it is not *hat
of Manu, \soki, Sivaji or Chaitanyva bhut of Kalidasa—
the ' God-gifted Organ-Voice” of the Oriens,  As
Professor Benoy Kumar Savkar M.a, rightly observes
‘Nobodv understands Asia who does not understand
Nalidasa--the upirit of Asia.”  His ix certainly a name
to conjure with in the world of literature wnd it may be
truly said that in him the genius of the Fast bore its
f dlost and fairest tlower.

According to wradition, Kalidasa was a native of
northern India and was a Brahmin by birth., He was
left an orphan by the suddon death of both his parents,
whan be was scarcely six months old.  In this helpless
condition, he was scen by a cowherd who brought
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him up a8 a member of his family. The hoy grew
very handsome though illiterate. Now the king of
those parts had a daughter who was regarded as the
most accomplished lady of her age and would accept
no one as her husband who was not versed in all the
arts and sciences. Iiven the king's minister's son who
was a fellow-student of the royal princess was refused as
balow her mark. The minister took this as an insult
and decided to impose upon her by proclaiming the
above-mentioned orphan boy as the most learned Pandit
of the day ard by very clever wana-uvres aventually
got the Princess warried to him.  But the Princess.
soon discovered the trick that had been playved upon her
but it was too late to change the bond of union already
offected. As she was a favoured devotee of the
goddess Kali, she advised her hushand to proceed:
immediately to the temple of that deity, worship her
with ardent Bhakti and obtain from her the gift of
learning. Ie did accordingly and the goddess took
pity on the worshipper and bis bride and marked on
hia tongue the Dijiksharas which at once endowed him
with sparkling wit and wisdom. From a fool he
hecame & Varakavi—a gified Poet- by the mere touch.
a8 it were, of the wagic wand. e immediately praisod
the goddess Kali with un easy tlowing gemn of a stotra
named Syamaladandaka which he composed on the
spur of the woment. After receiving the blessings of
the goddess he returned home and was welcomed by
his royal spouse with the words Wf&r wfwgnra: |



it

Taking separately the three words that form this sent-
ence as his cue he began the composition of the three
kavyas viz,, Kumarasambhava, Meghaduta and Raghu-
vamsa. For instance with the word 3{f& he began the

Kumarssambhava as N(Egﬂ(lﬂi’ farr ?zaa'l?m: with the
world ﬁﬁl?{ he commenced the Mezhaduta as &IeGET
{47g7%ur; and with the word qMy: he started the
Raghuvamsa as EINCHEE ﬁgﬂ\el grggfasey «  Thence-

forward the young orphan brahmin hoy became known
to the world as Kalidasa or the devotee of the goddess
Kali. And with each of his works his fame grew and
grew —s0 much s0, that when he published his greatest
masterpiece ' Sakuntala’, it became quite evident that
the public would not tolerate anybody elss.  If any one
wanted a hearing he had to foist his productions on to
the name of Kalidasa and if people heard anything
sweet, rich and melodious they said that it must have
been the composition of Kalidasa. The fuscinating
charm thus produced by ‘ Sakuntala ' stands unique and
is still unrivalled in all literature. According so the
Sanskrit literati of India this play is tirst and the rest
nowhere. Fven Western Scholars are in raptures
over this marvollous play. Professor Sir Monier
Williams savs—' No composition of Kalidasa displays
wiore richness of his poetical genius, the exuberance
of his imagination, the warmth and play of bis faney,
his profound knowledse of human heart, his delieate
appreciation of its most refined and tender emotions
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his familiarity with the workings and counter-workings
of its conflicting feelings,—-in short, morc entitles him
to rank as the Shakespeare of India,” Alexander Von
Humboldt says—' Kalidasa, the celcbrated author of
the Sakuntala, is a masterly describer of the influence
which Nature exercises upon the minds of lovers.
Tenderness in the expression of feeling, and richness
of creative fancy, have assigned to hin his lofty place
among the poets of all nations.” The great Master-Poet
of Europe, Goethe, has summed up his criticisis of this
drama in a single quatrain.

““ Wouldst thou the young year's blossoms

and the fruits of its decline,

And all by which the soul is charmed,
enraptured, feasted, fed,

Wouldst thou the earth and heaven itself
in one sole name combine ?

I name thee, O Sakuntala !
and all at once is said.”

This quatrain seems to he a small thing like the light
of an electric bulb, hut it lights up the whole drama in
an instant and reveals its inner nature. In Goethe's
words, ‘ Sakuntala Dblends together the young vear's
blossoms and the fruits of its maturity. It combines
heaven and carth inon:.  Before showing how this is
done we shuil just give a brief argument of the play.

The first Act introduces king Dushyanta armed with
bow and arrows,in a chariot with its driver. They pass
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through a forest in pursuit of an antelope which they
fail to overtake before the voice of some hermits
forbids them to slay the creature as it belongs to the
hermitage. The king piously desists and reaches the
hermitage of the great saint Kanva who is ahsent
on a pilgrimage leaving his fostcr-daughter Sakuntala
in charge of his disciples. The king stops his chariot
and alights and while approaching the hermitage feels
a sudden throb in his right arm which augurs bappy
love. He sees hermit-maidens watering the shrubs
and their forms eclipse those found in queenly halls
as the luxuriance of forest vines oxcels the trim vine-
yards of cultivation. Amongst these maidens th= king,
concealed by the trees, observes Sakuntala dressed in
the bark garment of a hermit like a blooming bud
enclosed within a sheath of yellow leaves. The king
is impressed by her beauty and doubts if be could
marry her since she might be of a purely Brahminic
origin. Just at this moment Sakuntala is perturbed
by a bee which her watering had startled from =a
jasmine flower.  Her companions playfully call on the
king to protect her and the king snatches the opportu-
nity to revean! himself. Sakuntala is rescued from the
bee by the king and is dismayed to find that the sight
of the stranger affects her with an emotion unsuited
to the holy grove. After mutual enquiries in which
the king gives himself out only as an emissary, the king
learns that Sakuntala is the daughter of Menaka and
king Visvamitra. Consequently be is full of hopes and
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the companions also insinuate by bints that he would
form a fit lord to Sakuntale. Sakuntala naturally
feels shy and hurries off with her two companions
but as she goes she declares that a prickly kusha-
grass has stung her foot, a Kuravaka bush has caught
her garment and under pretext of disentancling from
them she takes a long look at the king who by this
time is thoroughly enamoured of her.

The second Act introduces the king's jester who is
longing to get back to the city while King Dushvanta
is thinking of love. He is tired of the hot jungle, of the
nauseating water of hitter mountain streams, the racket of
fowlers at early dawn and the eternal galloping by which
his joints are bruised. The King is equaliv tived of
bis hunting aud contesses that he caanot bhend his how
against those fawns which dwell neac Sakuntali’s whode
and have taught their tender glanee to her. He calls
back the beaters sent out to surround the forest, takes
off his hunting suit and talks to the jester about the
charms of Sakunuala whom he deseribes as w peerless
gem of & woman, as a spocial production of the ereator,
wherein he has imparted #ll the fornis of bheauty he s
eapable of nhmpartine.  He recalls the stealthy amorous
glance shot at him by Sikuntala and longs for some
excuse to stay al the hermitage for some days when
two hermits approach him with the news that the
demons have taken advantage of Kanva's ubsence to
disturb the sacritices  They request him to take up his
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.abode in the grove in order to vanquish the enemies.
The king eagerly welcomes the proposal and issues the
necessary orders for the stay when a messenger arrives
to tell him that his mother wants him to be present at
tha palace where she is to porform the completion of
the Chaturthi Vritam. The king is in a dilemms, bug
extricates himself out of it by sending the jester in his
stead to the capital.  Just as the jester starts the king
asks him to forget all that he said ahout Saknntala

saying that it was all mere jest.
.

In the third Act the love of the king and the hermit-
girl reaches its elimax. The king is found wa'king in the
hermitageinvoking the god of love. Py mzans of the
broken tubes which hore the blossoms she had culled,
he tracas Sakuntaly to the arbor enclosed by the planta-
tion of caves and shaded by vines at whose entiance
he observes in the «und the track of recont footsteps.
Pecring unobserved through the brancles he percieves
her, reclining on w stone-seat <trewn wish Yowers with
ber two companions heside her.  The King notices that
her choeks are wisted, hee contours less swelling, her
slender wiist more slender, and her voseate hue Krown
pale. To tine anxious enquivies of her companions as
regurds the cause of her sickuess sho roven's after much
hesitation her love to the King. At the suggestion cf
her companions she inseribes u love message on & lotus
leal and voads it aloud. The King hears thus the avowal
-of hor love, rushes in to her and declares bhis pagsion.
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When be is reminded of the absence of Sage Kanva he-
says that daughters of royal saints have often heen
wedded by Gandharva rites without ceremonies or
parental consent and yet have not forfeited the father's-
blessing. He thus overcomes her scruples. The two
companions leave the couple alone and while they are
in this blissful state Gautami the matron of the hermit-
age enters and enquires after the state of Sakuntala’s
health. The king hides himself and Sakuntala reluct-
antly departs with the matron. The King is then
summouned to destroy the demons hovering over the
evening rites at the hermitage.

In the fourth Act the King has returned to the
city after giving Sakuntala a signet ring with his name
inseribed on it stating that before there have elapsed a«
manv duys as there are letters in the inscription he would
take her to the palace. As the two companions of Sakun-
tala aie culling flowers at the hermitage they hear a
voice exelaiming, “Itis I. Give heed.” This is the great
Durvasas whom Sakuntala lost in thoughts of Ler absent
husband has neglected to 1o forth at once to welcome.
The voice from behind is soon after heard uttorimg n
curse ' Woe unto her who is thus neglectful of a guest.
He of whom you are thinking regardiess of the presence
of a pious saint shall forget you in spite of 211 his jove.”
On hearing this, one of the companions rushes out to
the saint and appeases him.  To all her entreatios he
turns a deaf ear hut in the end states that if tho signet
ring given by the king to Sakuntala be shown him it
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would restore his love. Soon after Kanva returns from
pilgrimage and learning of what took place during his
absence makes preparations for the starting of Sakuntala
for her husband’s palace in the city. The delicate
pathos of the scene is indescribable.  Even the holy
calm of the great Kanva is broken for a moment by the
excitement of his child’'s departure. But soon he feels
the satisfaction that comes from restoring a trust.

In the fifth Act the scene is laid in Dushyanta's
palace where the king is living under the curse of
Durvasas in complete oblivion of Sakuntala. Still he
has a vague impression of restlessness. Just then the
hermits with Gautami arrive bringing Sakuntala, soon
to be a mother, iuto the presence of the king., e
anarily denies his marriage and when she proposes
to bring forth the ring she finds she has lost it from
her finger. "It must have slipped off " suggests
Gautami “when  thou wast offering homage to
Sachee's  holy lake.”  The king smiles derisively.
Sakuntala tries to quicken his memory by narrating
several little incidents but the king calls her words
honeved  falschoods.  Sakuntala buries  her face
in ber mantle and bursts into tears.  Her mother
Menaka desconds from the heavens and carries her off
to the sucred grove of Kasyapa high in the upper air
far removed from the ecarth. The tenderness of the
scene, its grace and delicacy are quite idyllic.

In the sixth Act the ring is at length restored to



Dushyanta having been found by n fisherman in the body
of afish. On its restoration, the king is overcome with
a flood of recollections. e gives himself over to
mourning and forbids the celebration of the spring
festival. He admits that his palsied heart had been
slumbering and now it is roused by memories of
his fawn-eyed love, he only wakes to agonies of
remorse. The king is roused from this despondent
state by & summons from Indra to hielp him in the
destruction of a hrood of giants. the deseendants of

Kalanemi.

In the seventh Act the king reaches Svirga Vol
while returning from theve after the completion of
his task in the eclestial car of Tndri, halts at the grove of
Kasvapa where dwell his wife and child, and the herole
boy, whom the hermits call Sarvedamsna tae 7 aidl-
tamer”  The sceoanition and the reconcilintion of the
hushand wnd  wife are delineated with  the o
delicate skill wnd the piay concludes  as usual  with

a prayver for pesce. plenty and happiness all over

The ~tory w8 ~unimarised above differs in seves sl
material points from what is contained in the Adi Paova
of the Muhibharata which is the original souree for the
plot of tnis diami 1o the Muhabharata King Dush-
yanta goes ahuntig and in the course of his ramives
in the forest rewhies the hermitage of the sapo Kanva.
He desires to pay hig respects to the sage und knocks

at the door of the hermitage. He is answered ny
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Sakuntala herself who weleomes him and informs him
of the absence of sage Kanva. It is a case of love at
first sizht with Dushyanta and he enquires of Sakuntala
her orvigin. She hersolf narrates the story of her
.origin fromn sage Visvamitra and the celestial maiden
Menaka, just as she heard it from her foster-father sage
Kanva. The king at once proposes marriage with her
bhut before consenting she iinposes as a condition prece-
dent that the son that may be born to them after
marringe should be recognised as heir to the throne.
Dushyanta consents to the term proposed and the
union accordingly takes pince.  After some time the
king departs to his palace promising to send  for
Sakuntala later on.  After his depirture sage Kanva
returns and learns all that ook place during his absence.
He divines also the pregnuncy ol Sakuntala and
approves of the mateh made by her, and blesses her,
saying tbay her otfspring would rule the kingdom. A
son is born to Sakuntala and the boy grows up at the
bermitage in the midst of wild surroundings. As he was.
vather uncontrolluble the nscetics named him Sarvada-
mana.  When the boy grew ¢ wn age tit to be recognis-
ed as the heir to the kingdom, sage Nanva sends
Sakuntala wnd the boy to the Court of King Dushyanta.
On arrival there the king recognises both of them but
flatly denies in open durbar any knowledge of them.
Sakuntula first tries to quicken his memory and when
she realises that he is playing false she accuses hiw of
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falsehood and treachery. She openly says that a liar i
not fit to be associated with and departs in anger after
assuring the king that her son, in spite of his denial
would surely become the lLiord of the Earth. Immedi
ately after ber departure an aevial voice is heard af
the Court saying that Sakuntala is the lawfully weddec
wife of king Dushyanta and that the boy now at the
Court is the legitimate offspring of the union and thal
Lie should be crowned as Yuvaraja with the name of
Bharata. Aeccordingly Dushyanta fetches back Sakun.
tala and appeases her wrath stating that he hesita-
ted to acknowledge their son on the mere strength of
Sakuntala's words since his subjects would have been
suspicious of his secret marriage and would have
regarded the issue us illegitimate. Now thut the
aerial voice has cleared everything he gladly received
bis wife and son with affection and formaliy instailed
the latter as the Yuvara)a.

Thus it will be observed that Kalidasa has materiaily
changed the plot of the story in two respects. The
introduction of the curse of Durvasa is u master-stroke
which preserves our regard for Dushyanta intact.
Otherwise the desertion of Sukuntala by the polygnmous
Dushyanta which in realivy did happen as the natural
consequence of his character, would have been so
extremely cruel and heartless and so highly pathetic
as to destroy the pence nnd harmony of the whole
play. Our rebellious passions would have raised storms
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against the monstrous character of Dushyanta. But
our great poet would not let his hero suffer that way.
Sage Durvasa was handy and Kalidasa knew how to
atilise him, He is quickly angered and as quickly
does he curse. The curse has so coinpletely enviloped
King Dushyanta that he is not master of himnselfl. But
though the poet has thus sheathed the king, he has left
a sinall rent in the veil through which we get an idea
of the royal sin. It is in the fifth Act, just before
Sakuntala arrives at Court and is repudiated by her
husband, the poet momentarily draws aside the curtain
from the king's love affairs. Queen Hamsapadika is
singing to herself in her music room. arﬁmaagsi@i( |-
iR T ANIAY | FAZIGARFIA TH [A€T-
ﬁ!s@#ﬂ'mll O Honey-Dee ! Having so sucked the
mango blossoms In your cagerness for new honey, how
is 1t yow have clean forgotten it, and rest satisped
with mere residence in the lotus.

This tear-stained song of a stricken heart in the
royal harem pgives us a rude shock especially as our
heart was hitherto filled with Dushyanta’s love-
passages with Sakuntala. Only in the preceding Act
we saw Sakuntala setting out for her husband’'s home
in & very holy, sweet and tender mood carrying with
her the blessings of the hoary sage Kanva and the
good wishes of the whole forest world. And now
o stain falls on the picture we had so hopefully
formed of the home of love to which she was going.
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When the jester asked '\What means this song’
Dushyanta smiled and said * We desert our lasses after
a short spell of Jove-making and therefore I have deserv-
ed this strong rebuke from Queen Ilamsapadika. This
indication of the fickleness of royal love is not purpose-
less at the beginning of the fifth Act.  With masterly
skill the poet here shows that what Durvasa’s curse
had brought about had its sceds in human nature.

The other important innovation made by Kalidasa
in the story is soon after the repudiation of Sakuntala
by king Dushyanta. When she is thus disowned,
Sakuntala feels as if she had been suddenly struck
with a thunderbolt. Like a deer stricken by a trusted
hand, this daughter of the forest looks on in blank
suprige, terror and anguish. At one bhlow she is hurled
away {rom the hermitage, hoth literrl and metaphorieal,
in which she has so loug lived. She loses her connec-
tion with the loving friends, the birds, heasts and
plants, and the beauty, pence and purity of her former
life. She pow stands wlone, shelterless. In one
moment the music of the first four Acta is stilled.
O the deep silence and loneliness that then surround
her. She whose tender heurt had made the whole
world of the hermitage her own folk, now stands ahso-
lutely alone. She filla thin vast wacuity with her
mighty sorrow.  With rare poetic insight Kalidasa
hag declined to restors Sakuntala to Kanva's hermitage.
After the renunciation by Dushyanta it was imposaible
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for her to live in harmony with that hermitage in the
wny she had done before. She was no longer her
former self. Her rolation with the universe had
changed. Had she heen placed again amidst her old
surroundings, it would only have cruelly exhibited the
utter inconsistency of the whole situation. A mighty
silence was now needed worthy of the mighty grief of
the mourner. Hence the poet has not shown us the pic-
ture of Sakuntala in the new hermitage— parted from
the friends of her girlhood, and nursing the grief of sepa-
ration from her lover. The silence of the poet only
deepens our sense of the silence and vacancy which-
here reigned round Sakuntala. Had the repudiated
wife boen taken back to Kanva's home, that hermitage
would have spoken. To our imagination its trees and
oreepers would have wept, the two girl friends would
have mourned for Sakuntaln, and the sage Kanva
would bave cursed Dushyanta irretrievably, even if the
poet had not said a word about it. But in the unfamiliar
hermitage of Kasyapa, whither her mother the Apsaras
Menaka, took her with her natural naternal iustinets, all
i3 still and silent to us; only we have before our
mind’s eye a picture of the world-abandoned Sakuntala's
iufinite sorrow, disciplined by pevance, sedate and
resigned, seated like a recluse rapt in meditation.

Thus we observe how splendidly the great Poet has
improved upon his original by these innovations. The
introduction of the comrades of Sakuntala with their
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sly jokes and enlivening conversation, the curse of the
choleric sage Durvasas, the parting scene between
Sakuntala and her foster-futher, the contrivance of the
lost ring and its recovery, the scene between the fisher-
man and the constables, the aerial transit to and from
Indra’s heaven, the halt at the Chitrakuta hill ard
the visit to the sage Kasvapa and the amulet and its
virtuos bave shed such a peculiar charm over the dull
old story that wo scarely recognise it in the new setting
Kalidasa's chief object in making these innovations
appears to have been twofold.  Firstly the main-
tenance of the character of his hero quite unsullied
and secondly the elevation of love from the sphere
of phvsical beauty to the eternal heaven of moral
perfection. The progress from the earlier union of the
first Act, with its carthly unstable beauty and romance
to the higher union in the heavonly hormitage of eternal
bligs described in the last Act is truly remarkable.
To quote the words of the great modern Indian
poet Sir Rabindravath Tageore, " With the greatest
ease  Kalidusa has effected this junction of earth
with heaver..  His earth so natually passes into
heaven that we do not mark the boundary line
between the two,  The poet bas shown how the union
of Dushyunty und Sukuntaln in the tivst Act a8 roero
lovers is futile, while their union 1n the last Act as the
parents of Bhuarata is a true union. The first Act s
full of brilliancy and movement. We have thero a
herwit's daughter in the exuberance of youth, her
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two companions running over with playfulness, the
newly flowering forest creeper, the hee intoxicated
with perfume, and the fascinated king peeping from
behind the trees. From this IEden of bliss,”
Sakuntala the mere sweetheart of Dushyanta, is
exiled in disgrace. But far different was the aspect
5f the other hermitage where Sakuntala-—the mother
of Bharata and the incarnation of patience and good- .
ness— took refuge. There no hermit girls water the
trees, nor hedew the creepers with their loving sister-
iike looks, nor feed the young fawn with handfuls of
paddy. There a single bov fills the loving bosom of
the entire forest world : he absorbs all the loveliness of
the trees, ereepers, tlowers and foliage.  The matrons
of the hermitage, in their loving™ anxiety, are fully
.zken up wish the unruiy boy. When Sakuntala appears
veoosee her elad in oa dusty robe, face pale with
isterities, doing the penance of a forlorn wife pure-
<ouled. Tler long penances have purged her of tha
wvil of her first union with Dushvanta. She is now
invested with the dignity of a mother. She is the
mmagn of motherhond, tender and good. Who can
repudiate her nowe?  RKing Dushyanta also is consumed
by remorse, on the restoration of the ring soon after
the repudiation of Sakuntala. So long as Sakuntaly:
was not won by means of this repentance, there was
no glory in winning hor.  One sudden burst of vouthful
impulse had in a moment given her up to Dushyanta,
but  that was not the true, the full winning of

A
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her. The best means of winning is by devotior,
by tapas. What is easily gained is as casilv lost.
Therefore the poet has made the two lovers under-
go a long and austere tapas thal they may  guin
each other truly eternallv. I Dushyanta had wccepted
Sakuntala when she was first brought to his Court,
she would have only added to the number of Ianiss-
padikas, occupied a corner of tho royal haven. anc
passed the vest of hor life in neglect. wloom  an!
uselessness. It wag a blessing in disguise for Sakuntala
that Dusbyvanta abjured her with cruel sternness.
Wher  afterwards this cruelty react:d on  hiwsed
it preveuted bim  frow remaining inditferent .
Sakuntala.  IIis unceasiog and intense griel fused hi.
heart and welded Sakuntain with it.  Never befi
had the king met with such experivioer. Never befor
bad bhe bad the occasion and means of foving trin
Kings are unlucky in thiz respeet . thelr desdices o
50 easily satistied thet they never get that which ise
be guined by devotion alone.  Fate now plunded Dust
yanii into deep grief and thus made him worthy  of

true iove - made b renounce the role of 1 raks

Thus has Kaliva<a bhurct away vice i the internal
fire of the stuner’y beart: be bas nol ied to concsn
it from the outs.de. When the curtan drops on ti
last Act we feei that all the evil has been destroyed
and the peace boru of w perfoct and satisfacto.y
fruition reicns 1noour hearte.  Kalidasa haz internalis
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cut away the roots of the poison tree which a sudden
force from outside had planted FHe has made the
physical union of Dushyanta and Sakuutala tread the
path of sorrow and thereby chastened it into a sublime
moral upion. IHence did Goethe rightly say that
Sakuntula combines the young blossoms of the Spring
with the ripe fruits ol the Autumn, Truly does Sakuntala

combine Heaven and LFarth.

Now we pass on to a study of the character of the
hero of the play. King Dushyanta. [ike most of the
kings of ancient [ndia. King Dushyanta was above all
highly dharmic. Come what may, e would stick to
his dbarmua. e 15 so very fond of hunting and after
a long chase is about to kiil his prey when 1 voice i3
heard saying that the deer he is aiming at belonged to
the hermitage.  Ile a1t once desists and on sight of the
ascetics communds Lis chariol also te be stopped.  His
weapons are intended to protect the distressed and nob
to kill. AN : D& A HFJRALTE 1 When he learns
that he is near the bermitage of the sage Kanva, be
wishes to pay his respacts to himi and even tha report
of tho sage's absence does 1ot deter him from goivng ty
tho hermitage.  WIMAZNIA ARZRAA gAiNg.  He
considers the sight of the hermitage itsell as purifying.
tie would not allow his chariot to preceed far inte the
grounds of the hermitage since it may disturb the peace
of the sainta. AJIAAAMMAFIUY AT YA | TAAQT W
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WOE | qW A W AEEETEAgIeata aun AeEEn |
He would not enter the precinets of the asrama in his
royal robes. fAAAYSSATAIN AGaAT ART |\ &% A1AZ -
@am | Lven when he is fully mad with love at the
sight of Sakuntala he does not prosced rashly but hegins
1o reason out what she could be, whether a Brahmin or
a Kshatriya by bhirth. e concludes her to he a
Kshatriya girl and hence eligible to he his bride, since
his mind inclines towards her. Is it not true that the
inclination of the pure-minded i< the eriterion to settle
doubtful points?

sz ggTggya
FIAR@RIN@IT A 84 )

gai fz 4gg9=y 3QY
QHOF=AFITITAD:

He feels himsclf lost by his search after teuth,
34 AFAEATEAYET AT, Sl he would not tread away
from the right path.  He would not speak an untruth
to the bermit girls When usked who he was, he replies
ambiguousiy 7 d1idA 4@ WA AGE: AISTAA-
oAl JRIAmZAEA: 1 Bven s after
ascertaining that Sakuntala was the daughter of hing
Visvamitra and the Apsaras Menaka, he would not
think of marrying her until he knew the intentions of
her foster-father Kanva as rcgards ber.
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@y fERAA ad9T 93E1-
IR T FTTI |
FQ-ana AiglguanaIia-
Ry faacald as gonsana: |

" Will she be bound by solitary vows
Opposed to love, till her espousals only ?

Or ever dwell with these her cherished fawns,
Whose eyes, in lustre vieing with her own,
Return her gaze of sisterly atfection

Till he hearz that it i3 the dctermination of sage
Kauva to give her to a suitable hushard. he does not
push his love. He consider~ Sakuntal to bie five, quite
untouchable,  But now he has been uppraised of her
parentage and of the intentions of her foster-father bis
doubts are eleared and he considers her to be a gem fié
to be handled.

¥ g3 aivay

qafa gzgiang sa:
HAINEY I3

aiz% @agE @ |

When the Jester suggests to him to go to the
asrama on the pretext of collecting the one-sixth part of
the Nivara grain due to the king, Dushyanta scoffs ab
the idea. e says that in protecting the sages from
disturbance he gets one-sixth part of their undminishing
penance.  d9: qEWFIANTY IZANTIEHT [§ A: 1 When
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the ascetics want him at the hermitage to ward off the
demons and when simultaneously his inother sends for
him to be present at the conclusion of the Chaturthi
Vrata, be is in a dilemma.  On one side is the work of
the sages and on the other side iz the command
of his mother. Neither could bo disregarded.  What
to do? ARMIEEITY, 3A1 CEAAIA ; ZATAFABA0( A ;
fFag Hﬁﬁ%’ﬂ[l His regard for the dwellers of the
Asrama is very high.  He accepts theis words as com-
mand<.  &RAFFR=F@A ;. FA@AETIE FIWF L Waen
the disciples of K-nva are annouaned as hving arrived
at the gatesof his pulise b2 cuys A3 18 QITNFANT
qray: qlqﬂ"i — Nq'ﬂdﬂ?'“ﬁl ’1 EERCIRE JIERA AY-
8 :Iamqgazaum Hoeowiests s cova preeeptor 1)
personally attend ) then e esxet thens Uy b
presence.  Moanwihile he wold ninae Do o tae
place. Vgmigriha, wa'sh it e tae i 1) e
not the Divgeny Socten cuv sEqUIINA: HF 91937 -
A9fEqAG | PIETTATA FZEAWATT A Ty e
18 very anieh tieed owee s nt S s woen e o, 0d
pot allow the dicelnfoo v g Mo v nar e s
oW plewstiies bt work ey o bt e the selfare

of the worli
aquI(1 fg 421 zemage
TR AT A Qi
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Juanva he is cager to know the cause that brought
them there. 1Tis mind ie full of inisgivings.
% aazfmgTizasai e 7Rd
HCETENY FATIZT e dRBag |
ssiRaraEal ARQANAEAREEr dea-
HaEzagIAFRAN=BZFS & /7 |
‘ Perchance their sacred rites have been disturbed
i3y demons or some evil has hefalien
The innocent herds, their {avourites, that graze
\Within she precincts of the hermitage :
Or haply through my <ins, some withering blight
Has nipped the creeping plant< that spread their arms
\round the hailowed grove : such troubled thoughts
“rowd throvgh my mind, and il me with micgiving,
At the sight of Sakunt:la who accompanies the
disciples of Kanva, the curiositv of the king 15 roused
and when the attendant say< that her form is very
teantiful, the king cheehs him saving that other's wives
<bould net bhe secn.  H{AFUAP] WESIH |
wwiracted very miueh by Ler bewuty he would not accept
her when she is offered hin:.  Owing to the curse of
Durvasa he has forgotton ail about ber. e asks
F FEFNIAT qa qf{ui[a!{qr( 1 she was already married to

hough

b When Sakuntala removes her veil to refresh his
eemory he looks at her and savs,
£3q9AANT TORiFTHIEA
YRTEIA AR IQFIQA
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WAL §T [T PegR-aGIR
a9 §g qfGiE 49 amiw g0
‘ Yet unresolved if ere this while this form
Of spotless beauty were by me e¢spoused,
I ponder yet, perplexed with doubt to taste
Or spurn hev proftered charms, so like a boe
Hoveriog round the opening flower at dawn
Whose petals hold the honey and the dew.”

The strong moral tibre of Dushyanta which made
him refuse to accept Sakuntala as his wedded consor:
despite the assurance given him by hierse:’ and all har
escort makes us exclaim with the king's attendant
ET THATTA ¥F: 1§70 AN GEIGAG © 731 F fa=1eaia ¢
What « high regard has the king of virtue! Having seen
such a wonderful und lovely form who will hesitaze
When Sakuntala gets seriously angry with him and Sy s
that she was befooled by her relinnee on his Tuinily
reputation, he becowes ernharassed He feels thay
Sakuntala's anger is genuine, but still the force of the
curse and his high repard for virtue are so strong that he
eventually repudintes e Jut the  diseiples  whe
escorted Sakuutala viill Lot take her hack.  They return
leaving Sakuntals bebind, because their purs ha-
commanded them simply to take her to Drnshvanta
The king tells them that he would not care for her

afeat fg qitiiags »aquaer 7ie: |

" The virtuous man is master of Lis passions.

And from another's wife averts his gaze =
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In the end he gets into a dilemma not knowing
what to do. He says,

q@: WAEANT A1 A 47
@I HAFAIR! WEWAGS: |

Not knowing whether I have forgotten her or she
is speaking an untruth, [ become either the deserter
of my wile or the desecrator of anotber's wife. In
this state he sceks the advice of his preceptor
and acts up to his suggestion. On his return way
from the Indraloka whither he had goune to help Indra
in the destruction of his enemies, when the charicteer
informs hin: that they are come to the Chitrakuta
hill  where Siddhas dwell and  where the holy
Mareeckn bhus mude hisz ubode with his wife, the king
desires to stop there and worship the great suge before
proceeding further. A AATAFAMANT 114G ; 9ZiGNFA
BUC eS| ﬂﬁf‘!iﬂlfﬂ I o salutes even the direction in
which the hermitage is situated.  Tie dous not go inside
the asranc ab once but waits outside aud sends the
charioteer to  ascertain the convenience of the hoiy
sagie. When he sces his son Bharata at plav in the
grounds of the hermitage there, not knowing that he is
his cwn sou, his interest and curiosity are natually
aroused and he is cager to enquire of the attendants the
name of the mother of the child but desists from so
doing with the remark & qU: QFTAIFL: [t is uot
proper to ciscuss other peoples” wives. When tho sage
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Marcecha congratulates him on his union with his wife
and son be replies tha! he has experienced a wonderfal
phenomenoun viz., the invevsion of the order of cause and
effect. The result of the Sage’s blessings was enjoyed
by him even before the actual hlessing was made.
I3fa q@ a7 Aq: &S
FAIZY: AW 99: |
fafraathagEdRd w9
A3 gaIz® [ 412 1l

B3loom belore fruit, the clouds hefore the raim -
Cause first and then effect, in endless sequence,
Is the unchanging law of constant Nawnre

jut, ere the blessing issued from thy lips,

The wishes of myv heart were all fultilled.

He would not rest satistied ¢ he koew from save
Mareccha the real cause of hic forgertive his wile.
When Mareccna tells him o deral the curse 8 Durvasa
e breathes freeiv and cvelalins g ﬂ?ﬁlﬂl:ﬁﬁ.lsl’m 1
Now 1 am free Jom vlame. ik syimpatines  with
dumb creatures arve clewny perceivabie whea ho o awhs
his charioteer o wash his horses while be 14 away
at tie asruma. G4, JEATIRANHA:  d4qEgIAt
A@FEYE: A=Al ACAA 0 iLe cyupathy with his
sibjeets ig evident when he exclais, on the report of
his minigter that the property of a vich merchant who
perished in the <o s forfeit 1o the king {or want of
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a0 issue, 8 WeAATRIAN. Sad indeed it is to he sonless.

He is not eager to contiscate the property and would
not allow it to bhe escheated so easily. He orders
¢nquiries to be made whether any of the merchant’s
numerous wives is pregunant and when the attendant
says that one of them is pregnant he says 73 Wy iy
ﬁamqéfa i Tha prosp:ctiva child deserves to inherit the
wealth. He is highly chivalrous. e would not allow
Sakuntala to water the two remaining trees as desired
by her companion. He offers to water them himself.
He was not responsible for the appavent crueity
in repudiating his marriag? with Sakuntala. Such heart -
lessness was not in his naturs.  His memory is clouded
by the curse of Darvasa which be is naot at all awave
«of. He fears that he may be infringing the moral code
of duty i he aceepts Sakuntaia who may happen to
helong to somshady eise aecording to his forgotien
memory.

Thus it will ha obaerved that King Dushvanta, the
bero of this mausterpiece, was an ideal king following
always the path of righteousness, extremaly careful to
prasery s the raputation of not anlv himself but also the
fair fame of ‘he dynasty of swhich he was a membar,
never awerving even an inch from the domain of
Virtue, always eager to please the sages and other alders,
fond of royal pleasures and paatimes but never going
heyond limits, a wise ruler aduinistoring justice impar-
tially and an ardent lavor full of calf-restraint, untiring
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in the cause of righteousness and good governmecot and
full of sympathy towards the suffering of cthers.

As for the heroine of the play, the charmingly
beautiful Sakuntala, she is a child of Nature, quite
innocent and perfectly chaste. Her simplicity is
truly remarkable. Her affection towards the trees and
plants of the hermitage was nothing less than fraternal
8if& |AAIY g1giATg vay | She is naturally very beautiful
NWTET qq: 1 Even her simple rustic garments add
grace to hor beauty 3IGATIENATHI T=FSATT AT !
Her beauty is of an order entirely different from that
of the ordivary creation. ®UAI LI ATAWA AT
Her Youth is as sweet and lovely as flower TRIAT &1
e eic ?ﬁﬂ’iﬂi"j ‘fm 1 She was not prepared before-
band for the outburst of passion which the oceasion of
Dusbyanta’s visit called forth.  Henee she had not
l earned how to restrain hevseli, haw to hido her feelings
Sakuntala had not known Cupid before.  Henee her
heart was bare of wrnicir and she could rot distrust
either the sentiment of love o the character of het
lover. The daughter of the hermitage was off her
guard, just as the deer Uiere kuew not fear. At the
very first sight of Dushyanta she savas 1 q aray Ty
AMIAAUTA! [AF@ TwA@Anm 3900 How iy it the
sight of this persouuge has produced in toe cmotions
incopsistent  with  the  penance-grove Sakuntala
follows the uu:uspecting path of Nature. Nowhere
has the poet restrained her  Yet he has developed her
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into the model of a devoted wife, with ner reserve,
her endurance of sorrow and her life of rigid spiritual
discipline. At the beginning we see her seli-forgettul and
obedient to Nature's impulses like the plants and flowers;
_.she is an unsmelt flower; SATHIA 299 | —ab the end
we see her deeper feminine soul, sober, patient under
trials, intent on austerities, strictly regulated by the
sacred laws of piety.  With matchless art Kalidasa has
placed his heroine at the meeting-point of action and
calmness. Her father was a hermit but her mother was
a nymph. Her birth was the ouicome of interrupted
austerities but her nurturve was in a hermitage which
i3 just the spot where nature and aisterities, beauty
and restraint, are harmonised  There is none of the
¢onventional baonds of Sociebyv there and yet we have
the harder regulatisns of relizion. Her gandbarva
marriage too was of the same type. It had the wildness
of Nature joined to the social tie of wedlock. Thus is
Rastraint  harmonised  with Freedom.  Sakuatala’s
cimplicity i< perfoctly natural and not girt round by
ignorance.  When har compunions slyly moek her on
account of her tivst bloom of vouth as evidenced by the
hourly expansion of her breasts, she had learnt to be
baghful. Thess things ave external. Her simplicity is
more deaply seated and 30 also is her purity.  To the
very end the groat paet shows that she had no experi-
once of the world. Har simplicity is innate. True, she
knew something of the world, because the hermitage
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did not stand altogether outside society ; the rules of
home life were observed here tco. She was iuexperi-
enced though not ignorant of the outside world. But
trustfulness was firmly rooted in her heart. The simpli-
eity which springs from such trustfulness had for a
moment caused her fall but it also redeemed her for
ever. This trustfulness kept ber coustant to paticuee,
forgiveness and loving kindncss, in spite of the cruellest
breach of her contidence.

Sakuntala’s timidity is such that even after she
Eas confessed her extrame love to Dushyanta she is
afraid to he left aloue with him. She implores one at
least of her fricnds to remain with her.  3=qayr ’jﬁﬁr
ﬂ’g’@ Her rightectsness s clearly seen when she
would not allow the hing to touch her, though she ix
berself burning with love, because of her subordinatior.
to her foster-father. WA, 74 f4aqq | AZA/ANM
A guau’q vt Her love i< 50 very absorhing that
while thinking of Ler over she dees rot potice the
arrival of the sage Durvasas noiv does she hewr the
curse prouounced by bini 7 &7 FRAFAE AW ¢

As  Sir  Rabindrauath  Tagorn says, ' When
Sakuntala forgol her duty of tending to the guests,
when her lover Lecame all the world to nor, then he
love ceared to be bencficient. The wild love which
forgets cverything except the loved one, sucoeeds iv
rousing against itsclf all the laws of the Universe
Sach love speedily becomes intolorable. It is borne
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down b.\.‘ the opposition of the world  The love that is
self-controlled and friendly to general society, the love
which while placing the loved one iu its centre diffuses
its sweet graciousness within the circle of the entire
Universe has a permanence unassailable by God or man.
I{ence it is that Sakuntala had to retive in shame from-
the Court of Dushyanta in spite of all the vich treasures
of her youth and heauty. Physical charm is not the
highest glory or supreme beauty in a woman.  Where
two heart< are made one by Virtue theie love is nos
antagonistic to anytbing in the Universe. It iz only
when Cupid stivs up a revolt that love loses constanc:
and beauty peace.  When lLove is subariinate to Virtue
it contributes towards perfection ; iU proserves beatty:
it preserves goodness and by wedding the two it gives a
delicious completeness to both.  Thus Ralidasa refuses.
to acknowledse passion as the supreme glory of Love,

He proclaims goadness as its final goa! ™

Sakuntaia is all eager to ses her levor, yet she feels it
very ditheult to depart irom the hermitare.  Her inpate
attachment to the crecpers and flowers of the forest
forcibly exhibits itscli at the time of her departure.
She finds it havd, very hard to sepacate from them.
She does not forpet to entrust them to the enie of her
friends.  Her fraternal solicitude towards the antelope:
that ronw in the hermitage is so great that she asks
her friends to sond her information soon a‘ter the safe
coufinemsnt cf onc of them which was careving at ths
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time of her departure. She would not drink water
without first giving it to the trecs. She would not
prick the tender leaves cven to deck herself. She
would make a festival of the day in which the trees
tirst blcssom forth. So great was her attachment to her
forest surroundings that even the sage Kanva asks
~ them to permit her departure.  When she starts from
the hermitage the deer would not leave her and with
very gentle caressing she persundes them to stay and
ontrusts them to the care of her foster-father.  When
st Jast she asks the sage Kasyapa when she would again
bebold that penance-grove and when she savs that her
‘oster-father’'s  hody whick is already crippled with
penanee is not it to endure mueh grief on her behali,
we have the tfinal touch of Sakuntala, the pure and
innocent daughter of Natuve, brought up in an atmos-
phere of freedom, timid and shy, free from cares and
anxieties, ignerant of the wiles of the world, teustful
and buoyant. Our next glimpse of ber is at the court
of King Dusbyanta where she is unrecognised and  cast
away. Her fear and wodesty on one side, -age and
s-:elf-rcspeci on the other, sway her mind in opposite
directions.  When she is directly accused of fulsehoad
she could no longer control herself. She hursts into
a rage 2nd as i< natural to her sex beging to ery.  The
king hes disowned her, the dizeiples whao aceompanied
her would not take her back Thus she 1x abandoned
on hoth sides. The situation is extremely pathetic.
Just at thic moment w¢ see the master-hand of the
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wweat post Kalidasa. He is a past master of dramatic
xt and hence knows too wall that he must not dwell
oo long on such =a situation.  fle improvises the
lescent of Manaka from the heavens to carry off her
laughter to the abode of sage Mareecha. Thus in this
rery short experienee Sakantala has tasted enough of
his world and its falsitincs.  We next e+ her at the
wrmitage of the great sage Mareecha as the mother of
i the illustrious  Bharata. Here sho is subdued,
sjenitent and ealin. Her endurance of sorrow, her piety,
1o obscrvines of austeritios and her veserved hehaviour
nake us wonder whesher she is the same Sakuotala
vhom we bave kitown 1o the earlier stagas of the draui
3 the simple rustie girl, onedient to all the impulses  of
vature and gqnite self-fordetful.  None but the maste:s
en of o Kadidasa could effect such a marvellous deve-
opment in the eharacter of a heroine in such &
armonising manner.

Now we pass on to the other characters of the play,
he chief among thera being  Kasyapa  otherwiso
nown as Knova, the foster-father of the heroine If-
5 oa typleal ascetic and we first hear of him as
aving gone on a pilgrimage to the sacred waters
> pacify the evil stars of Sakuntala. As a result of
he pacitieation Sakuntala obtaing her lovd even
efore the return of the sage from the pilarimaze.
'he aag: learns of thie doings oi his daughter duriug his
bsence, from an asrial voice heard at the sacriticin
Itar and he resolves to send her with an escort ¢ the

A i



XXXty

Court of King Dushyanta.  Hie leave-taking of Sakur:
tala whom he bas brought up with great fondness i<
the most pathetic scene of the whole play.  The exprea-
sion of his griefl and bis advice to Sakuntala on the cvr
of her departure and his message to king Dushyanta
are couched in language which can never be surpassed
in Sanrkrit literature.  There is a tradition that of the
seven Acts of this Drama the fourth is the finect and
even in the fourth Act feur Slokas form as it were tho
crean. Their beauty could hardly he execlled and their
simplicity is quite marvel'lous. At the same time the
digpity and force are maintaited at their highest and
the flow of the expressiors is simply natural  Sage
Kasyupa's mossage to Dushyanta sent threurh b

disciple Sarugaravs is couched in the Sioka
FFEAT] [ AARINRA: FF AN
FEART: FARAATAFAT FRAIM T A0 )
FMEARAUNGEAFRE TN 747 A/
ARIRMARA: A AF Az 3N 0

" Most puiseant prinee’ We presont bsiore ther
OUne thou art bound to cherish and receive
As thine own wife; Yea, even to enthrone
Aw thy own queen- Worthy of rqual love
With thy joiperial consorts, So much, Sira,
We claim of thee ag Justice dun to aw.
In virtte of our holy character
In virtue of thine honorable rank
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In virtue of the pure spontaneous love
That secretly grew up ‘twixt thee and her,
Without consent or privity of us,

We ask no more—the rest we freely leave
To thy just feeling and to destiny.”

This is at once a typical example of the ease of
expression and force of langunge which Sanskrit is cap-
able of at the bands of a Master-Poet and the heights
of dignity to which sages of vors ecan rise even as
against mighty Emperors. The dignified threat conveyed
in this sweet-tlowing verse 18 truiv remarkable.  His
parting adviee to  Sakuntala i3 really an excellent
compendium of every wife's duties.

AT EFE PEwEre AT

wFiqaFfy dqurAar ar & gdg my:
Jqfay wa famr afras AR
areqd afevirg? g3aar amar: gemE:
" Honor tby betters ; ever be respectiul

To those nbove thee ; and, should others share

Thy husband's love, never vieid thyself a prey

To jealousy : hut ever be a friend.

A loving friend, to those who rival thee

In his affections. Should thy wedded lord

Treat thee with harshness, thou must never be

Harsh in return, but patient and submissive,

Be to thy meniais ccurteous, and to all

Placed under thee, considerate and kind:

Bo never self indulgent, but avoid
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Excess in pleasure : and, when fortune smiles,
Be not puffed up. Thus to thy husband’s house
Wilt thou a blessing prove, and not n curse.’’

Can we conceive of a nobler advice or one more
bappily worded ? Would that every wife ucts up to this
ideal. Though Kasyapa is an ascetic of the highest
order with all hiz senses under complets control and
full of renunciation, vet he finds it very hard to part
with his foster-daughter. Sakontala  In one of the
most precious gems of slokas imbedded in this rich mine
of 4 drama Kasyvapa deepiv sympathises with the Iat of
thoss houssholders wha have necesdaclv o separate
from their daughters.

O AN §79 A€FIGFT

FR: FARAAITIAFVGAITS 2049 |
F=4 AT ARG EIZTIOGIEA
drer=A gigm: 4 4 AAgIAS @A« 0
" This day my ioved oo waves e, and my hoart

Is beavy with its griel the streams of sorrow

Choked at the source, repress iy aiteriog voics

I have ny wordy to spask . mine eyes are dimwned

Ry the dark shadows of the thoughts that rise

Within my soul. If such the forer of grief

In an old hermit parted from his nuniling,

What anguish must the stricken parent leel-—

Beraft {orever of au only daughter * *°

Altbough he v thus very much periurbed in unud,
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be asserts his asceticism and self-control and restores
bimself to calmness immediately after the departure of
Sakuntala. He says
gt R &ar @ vy
amy ¥ qfidig:
A AR AT S
gaffa=ae gaaoe o

" A daughter i1s 1 loan—a precious jewel
[ent 1o a parent ull her husband ciain her.
And now that o her rightful lord and master
1 have delivered her, iny burdenea -~oul

I« hghtened, and 1 eeem to breathe moce freciv ™

Such s the wental detacbuwent of the Sag. thas
even  his  ~trong aftection for Sakurtain i purely
ephemeral Thus we have in Kasvaps 2 typueal sage
perieetiy ca'm atd unrutfled, eager o do his duty, full
of penance and ever Jdeveted te the vealisatior of the
Supreme Bemng.

The characters ¢ Povarvaon and Avasuva, tha
two companions °  Sakurtaia. e mest admirably
pertrayed e the aramee Ther < 2okes at Sakuntala
their modesty 1 bbe presenee of king Dushvanta, their
anxicty at the state of Sakuntaia s health, their importu-
nate entreaties to Sakuntala te reveal to thew the cause
of her conditi on. their cagerness to secure the meeting
in private of king Dushyanta with Sakuntala. tbet
keeping guard over that private ioterview searning them
it time of the approach of Gantami, their overhearing of
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the curse of Durvasa and their anxicty to appease him
and ward off his curse and their sorrow at the parting
with Sakuntala are all so naturally portrayed that they
make us pause and admire Kalidasa's deep iusight into
buman nature. The Vidushaka has not much scope in
this drama as he has in Malavikagnimitra but still be is
verv adroitly utilised by Matali the charioteer of Iundra
to rouse up into vigour king Duashyanta who is depressed
by thoughts of his cruel doninl.of Sakuntala.

The time occupiad by the Play i3 about 10 years.
The first three Acts are continuous. Then a few mmonths
elapse before the fourth Ac¢t in which the fact of
Sakntala’™s pregonney is eleriv ceveade 1t the mmates
of Kanvi's harmitage  When <he reachies the Court of
king Dushyvanta in the fifth Act the pregnancey 18 fuily
advinced.  Dising the sixth oand seceath ets about
ning years shouid lmve copsed since we sse au the
~evensh el Baarata, the s of DD isiivania as R voang

boy playing with fion ¢ibs

Vs for the seone of the Pos tae Sead four Vet

are in the hesmtage of Kosvapor tue Daeest, the fifth

T

and -oxth Aessn the Oha o of ki Dagsbyaata and the
aeventh in  the region of the aionds, 1 the Hemakata
hill, midway het.wenn heaven and earti

The name of the Drama Abhiuana Sakuntelam
is 1o be traced 1o the faet that the rning plays & very
important part in the courso of the Play so much so
that :nention of it is mwde in one form or annther in
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almost every one of the seven Acts. 1t forme the
vokon of recodnition Just as in the Rainayana and thig
hes enused some Sanskrit Pandits o draw  {aneiful
compurisous betweon the Ramayana and this Drama.
One Pandit writes —

qdrtT 9FT: T FGEACIRZEO] EIRAK  A@:
WEABEY EAAT AEATGAIOSTT WT amemestaang
SRELT 4O TE gMgNIN,  TArdAgiagimAIstRa-
WRY, WIARRT METEET JIOAMTALEAAT JAATT-
1439, ARSYEIAGA:, FINAFIGL NESABAL AT
51 ANRAFAY, FHFAAGAITRqNY | ARERR
ey JASIAA NPT, (AFIAsHASEIIE A-
a0 IATRARIAZAY . AERERT AT A
JAPFEAA AT I qqey I 33 WEAAAST
q1 faszsl Mia quaud el i &R 9249,
WA AR A0 W QTG ST ANGEIEA (AN
AN ATARATHS WA 1
Toe cowmadences pauted wat onere are suficienuly
<onrs s andeeate thal Naidasa had in his mind the
Rumiyana whils dovietiug such situations.

We now pass ou w the date of Kalidasa. It 15 no
Coay sk Lo deteraniae the date with any fair dogres of
BUCH A0y 44 1L 14 notorous wiat the Indisn litacaturs,
spmes e Skt s very mueh wanting in chronological
ceeords This want Of historie faculty is o Jdeleot
vhieh cancgt b aufciently doplorel and the reault is a
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number of guesses based on different kinds of antiqu-
arian researches which tbough extremely laudable can
never be said to approach anything like accuracy.
Consequently the date of Kalidasa is a bone of conten-
tion among the diffevent Scholars of the world. The
differences of opinion among them are indeed remark-
able.  Each one tries to the best of his ability to
delve into the regions of the past andexplore with the
help of Archaeology, Numismatics, Palecography and
language, the truth about the period of Kalidasa's
oxistence. The result is that Kalidasa is placed avy-
where between the eighth century B. C. and the nfth
century A. D. M. Hippolyte Fauche supposes the poct
tc have lived at the time of the posthumous ¢hild who
is said at the last canto of Raghuvamsa to have suc-
cceded to the throne, This would place Kalidasi ut
the latest in the eighth century before Christ. Sir
William Jones places Kalidasa in the tirst centuny I3 C.
Professor Lassan assumes Kalidasa to have Nouri-hed in
the second half of the second century after Chiist at the
court of king Samudragupta. Professor Weber puts
Kalidasa’s three plavs between the second and fourth
centuries A. D. Col. Wilford, James Prineep and £, H.
Wilson place Kalidasa in the fifth eentury of the
Christian ers. Dr. Bbau Daji has tried to fix the
first balf of the sixth century as the probable period
during which Kalidasa might Lave flourished and this
date bas been acquicsced in by Pro. Max Muller, Dr. Kern
and Dr. Bhandarkar. WWhen such eminent Oriental
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scholars exhibit such vast differences in the result of their
researches it is not an easy task to summarise all the
arguments and arrive at a definite coneclusion. Wa
propose to reserve a detailed examination of this subject
to our Introduction to the Raghuvamsa and state here
such of the conclusions only as could be drawn from
this Drama as well as from Malavikagnimitra. The
internal evidence found in these two dramas enables us
to arrive at the conclusion that Kalidasa must have
lived sometime between 300 and 100 B. C. Kalidasa
mentions Pushpamitra,  Agnimitra, and Vasumitra in
his drama Malavikagnimitra,  The general Pushpamitra
accordiug to ancient Indinn History is said to have
wurdered his muaster Brihadratha, the last scion of the
Muwurva Dynasty and usuiped the throne ol Masadhba.
He was the first king of the Sungt Dynasty and was
kuown for his bravery in pressing back the Yavanas to
their Northern hanee. From the fact that Patanjali the
author of the Maha Bhashya who lived in 150 B C, or
about 450 1. (. :wcordix;g to Pandit Satvaveata Sami-
sramivefers to Pushpumitra, his court, his horse-sacii-
fice and the Yavanas in cuch v way az to show that
the fermer was acontemporary of the latter, a fact very
conclusively and most ably established by Dr. Bhandar-
kar in his paper on the date of Patanjali, it is now
accepted by all Oriental scholars that Pushpamitra
whose son Agnimitrn is tho hero of the drama Mala-
vikagnimitra lived in B. ¢ 150 or thereabouts. King
Agnimitra was not renowned in anv of the Puranas
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though his name is just mentioned amoug the future
kings in the Vishuupurana. One of the chief character-
istiecs  of a Hindu drama is $ZF 1A (G
that the hero sbould be a renowned personage of well-
known history. How is it then that Kalidasa has taken
up as his hero Agnimitra who is not known to any of
the Puranas? The inference from this fact is that Kuli-
dasa wanted to strike a novel path and take up the
reigning king as his hero.  The sloka it the heginning
of Malavikagnimitra, namely
QUOTAES T AT A9 4 A7 F154 AAAATI, |
@ WA A1 q2: W35 U

is specially intended to impress on the reader that the
hero need not necessacily be o Puranic persouage and
that even if he is a wodern kiny the wise people sbould
admive bim for his good quaiisi-s and nos be ed away
by otbers’ opiuious. From this statement it is cicar
that Kaiidasi must have bheen a conteeporary of Agon-
mitra.  Anothee strong reason whieh <upporis this
conciusion s o ipe found in the jast slokn of Muia
vikaguimitra. M Sueskeit deamas adways end with the
question A o fm{g’ﬁrﬂ’rﬁ: ‘What other favour
ean I bestow on you' and the reply isthat the country
should be prosperous, that the king should protect wel
his subjects, that there should be timelv raing and tha
the subjects should be happy and flourishing,  This
sort of an ending can be invariably met with in ul
Banskrit dramas and strange to way in Maavikagnimite
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it ig different. When the usual question is put by the
Qneen, the reply is—
4§ TAREgdr w9 Ave [a-
4AERA T qfqUaARAT: |
AIRIT 4 AF ArAN ATAMT 1

2

While Agnimitri is the vuler no one need pray for the
welfare of the subjects.  The phrase ¢ AR AARYT
i in the loeative and in accordance with the rule of
Vyakarna ‘465 § Wr47 ASEUY° itiimeans that the
fact of Agnimitra baine the ruler is very well known

On this ground also Ka'idasa must have lived along
with Agnimitra and  \gonimitra s Jdate heing a3 stated
above about the second country B3 C. the conclusion i3
trrasistable that Kudidasa also lived somewhere about
that time Turntug now o the proafs from Sakuntala
we tind that Kalidusa bas referred to the law of inheri-
tance and the iaw of theis as prevailing in his times.
In the sixth Aetthe Prite minister submits a report of &
case bo has decided. 1t reads. = A neerchant named
Dhanamitra led i W shipwrack  wnd  the  poor
man is o without assue and thus the whole of his
immense property becomes by daw :oofeited to the
king." The king then orders—" If he wis wealthy he
must have had many wives. lwet an imguiry be in-
wtituted whether any one of them is expeoting to give
birth to n child.”" Listle further on the king says '‘the
child in the womb hag a right to his property.” From
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these passages it is clear that in the days of Kalidasa
& widow was not entitled to inherit the property of her-
husband. The king orders an inquiry to be made not
whether there is a widow of the merchant hut whether
any one of his wives has a child in ber womb and the
king’s decree is that a child in the womb is entitled to
receive his father’'s estate. Turning now to the Dharma-
sastras we find Manu, Apastamba, Bodhavane and
Vasishtha do not recognise a widow as ar heir to the
property of her hushand. Narada and Katvayana make
provision for ber maintenance. Gautama and Brihaspati
recognise ber share along with Sapindas. Savkha. Likhita
and Yajpavalkva admit the right of u widow. [u this
way we find the gradual recognition of the vighis of u
widow after the death of her husband,  Sivee this right
is ot recogni~ed iu  the tine of the gront Poet
we shall be justfied in placing the conpositicn of this
drama after  Manu.  Apactamba,  Dodbavana  and
Vasishtba and  hefore Nernda. Ketververn Gantoma,
Bribaspati. Sarkba, Likbite wnd Yenomvalkve  But
since the law of Vasishthi cxuetly conesponds with the
inquiry made by Dushyanta as regards a cbild in the
womb, we shouid conciude that this arama was comm
posed after Vasishtha. Orientai Scholars assipn the firet
century A. D. to be the date of Bribaspati the law-giver
ard bence Kalidusa the author of Sakuntale must have
lived long before this date. This conclusion in further
strengthened by the other svidence from this drama.
It refers to a point of criminal lJaw, namely. the law of
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‘theft. In the Pravesaka to the sixth Act two policemen
acting under the Mayor of the city get hold of a fisher-
man with a diamond ring which they rezozuise to be the
signet ring of the king. The fisherman is at once charged
with theft and the punishment for the offence that is ex-
pected hy the policomen and the Mayor is death. It would
thug appear that for the the!t of a g»m there was capital
punishment in the time of Kalidasa. Now if we trace
the law of thoit e3pecially of a gem and such precious
things from the times of Manu onwards we come to
the conclasion that in the timas of M1, Apastamba,
Bodhavana, Vasishtha, Gantama and Narala the punish-
ment for theft was death.  As davs advanced, death
was considered w severe punishment for thefs and
aradually an option was mada.  The punishment intro-
dueed at the time of  Brihaspat, Yajnavalkya and
Vyiasa was sither tine or death. Hoence Kalidasa must
have lived long bafore Brihaspati whose data as stated
above is fixed as the lirst contury A D There are
aaveral other srdim otz to Jusuify us in our conglusion
that Kalidasa lived <omawhere hatween 300 and 100
B. C. aud mnuch intornal evidance conld be adduced from
his own works to strongthen our case. A< most of these
are to he found in his Kavyas only, #spacially Ragbu -
vamii ad Knmarasambhava, wa rad2eve a fuller and
morg claborate discusdion to our Introduction to Raghu-
vainda.  For the presant wa take loave of Kalidass ani
hig immortal drama Sakuntala.



xlvi

One word about the commentary of Abhirama
which we have given herein and we finish.  There is
o definite information as to who he was and to what
place he belonged. His commentary is replete with
guotations and <evera! authors and works are citea
by name. The definition of the Alankaras are taken
from the Kavyaprakasa. He does not care to refer to
any other commentary on Sakuntala vither for refutation
or for support. He never tortures the text sceking for
some unnatural bidden weaning.  He is very brief and
always to the point. Asits vame Dingmatradarsana
implies, the cowmentary simply indicates the line on
which the text should be interpreted and appreciated.
Accordingly Abbirama seidom  induiges  in lengthy
digressions, pedantic discussions and unealled for quota-
tions. He supplies the connceting links of the plot and
iutroduces each scene with some remarks and in
connecting it with the previcus one he oiten waxes
eloquent, scmetimes heccming  metrical. On such
occasions his lavguage flows with the eas wnd majesty
of an epiec parration and even his prose catches the
rytbm of pumbers.  As Mr A R. Rajaraja Varma saye
he is at bis best in pointing cut the exaet mutual bear-
ings cf the dialogues.  The readings of the text adopted
herein ave in accordence with the commentars.

We bad the heip of threa manuseripta in the
preparation of this Voluite, one from Mr. Punassers
Nilakantha Serma of Pattawbi, the second from My
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Rama Pisharoty of lirnakulam and the third from the
late lamented H. H. Kerala Varma, Valiakoil Tampiran
C. 1. li. of Trivandrum. To all these three we feel very
grateful, especially to the memory of the last who
alwayg evinced a genuine interest in the wellare and
prosperity of the Sri Vani Vilas Press and heartily
admired all its Publications and cheered us mueh in
our self-imposed and ounerous task of rescuing from
oblivion ancient Sanskrit works which form the glory
and pride of the Hindus.

J. K. Balasubrahmanyam.






DRAMATIS PERSONA.

g9, King of India.

Argsy:, the Jester, friend and companion of the King.

#0q:, chief of the Hermits, foster-father of Sakuntala.

AIFATTE, two Brahmanas, helonging to the bermit-
age of Kanva.

€ar%5:, brother-in-law of the King, and Superintendent
of the city police.

W, two constables.

grATs:, the Chamberlaiu or attendant on the women's
apartments.

gMa:, the domestic Priest.

%%, a messenger of the Queen-mother.

7344, the warder or door-keeper.

mAE:, charioteer of Tndra.

#9794, afterwards Bharata, a little boy, son of Dush-
yanta by Sakuntald.

arf=:, & divine sage, progenitor of men and gods, son
of Marichi and grandson of Brahma.

wg-da1, daughter of the sage ViyvAmitra and the
oymph Menaka, foster-obild of the hermit
Kanva.



IEREC] HGHIAT A, fewale attendants, companions of
Sakuntald.

WFHT, s holy matron, Superior of the female inbabitants
of the hermitage.

ggwdl, the Queen of Dushyanta.

QIgAdT, a nymph, friend of Sakuntald.

au%m, personal attendant of the King.

FgFRET, personal attendant of the Queen.

aradi, female warder, or door-keeper.

qOIAHT :rgasr’%a;r 4, maidens in charge of the royal
gardens.

gAad:, a nurse.

offdf:, wife of Kasyapa; grand-daughter of Brahwa
through her father, Daksha.

Charioteer, Fisherman, Ofticers, and Hermits.
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