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PUBLISHERS’' NOTE.

It affords us great pleasure in publishing the
Third Edition of this Kavyaratnam with the famous
commentary of Mallinatha. A glance at this book
will show that special attention has been paid
to the get-up being excellent and to a thorough
and careful revision of the book. The critical
Introduction and the different readings and Foot-
notes now newly added, are other noteworthy
features. We, therefore, trust that this edition will
receive greater appreciation from the public.

We owe a deep debt of gratitude to the Editor
Pandit K. L. V. Sastri, whose intense love of
Sanskrit Literature and unbounded enthusiasm
in the publication of rare and useful Sanskrit works,
made him take enormous pains in bringing out the
present valuable edition.

Our heart-felt thanks are due to Sriyuta,
Mahamahopadhyaya, Vidyavacaspati  Professor,
S. Kuppuswami Sastri, M.A., I.E.S., for his generous
response to our request to write a Foreword.

A similar publication of the Second Part con-
taining 7—12 sargas has been recently brought out
by us. We propose to publish on the same lines
the remaining cantos, (13—22) at an early date.



FOREWORD
BY

MAHAMAHOPADHYAYA—VIDYAVACASPATI
PROFESSOR S. KUPPUSWAMI SASTRI, M.A, LE.S,

Madras.

I have much pleasure in acceding to the request of
the enterprising Sanskrit publisher of Palghat—Brah-
maéri R. Subrahmanya Vadhyar—to write a short
foreword to his handy, neat and cheap edition of
Sri Harga’s Naisadha with Malliniitha’s commentary.

Sri Harsa is the author of the Naisadhiyacarita
which is one of the most important mahakavyas, the study
‘0f which 1s insisted upon, in the traditional method of
Sanskrit teaching, as a sune qua son of sound equipment
in Sanskrit Janguage and literature. From internal as
well as external evidences, it is evident that Sri Harsa
flourished in the latter half of the twelfth century A. D,
under Vijayacandra and Jayacandra of Kanauj. Of Sri
Harsa’s metrical compositions, Naisadha is the best
known and perhaps the biggest also; and his greatest
work, which stands out prcminently as at once the most
formidable and admirable monument of advaitic polemics
is the Khandanakhandakhddya, popularly known a:
Khandana. While it is very easy to assign the highes
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position to Sri Harsa among Sastraic authors, more
.especially on the polemical side, it is not so easy to deter -
-mine his exact position among Sanskrit poets. Tradition
regards Sri Harsa as a Mahdkavi, or one of the greatest
kavirdjas, as he does not hesitate to describ[e himself in
the concluding verses of some of the cantos. There is no
doubt that he has exhibited in his Naisadha, a supera-
bundance of poetic skill (Sakt) and erudition (vyutpalti)
—the two elements which, within appropriate limits,
constitute the make-up of a genuine poet. If a sahrdaya
could appreciate the poetry of nonsense, such as one
finds in $akdra’s poetry in the Mrcchakatika, it is scarcely
difficult to see that tough-minded sahrdayas can easily
find in St Harsa’s Naisadha a masterly specimen of the
poetry of erudite oddily. It is in this sense that the
Naisadha is sometimes described as a $§dstra-kdvya. Here,
scholars are likely to be reminded of Bhimaha’s unfor-
gettable observation :(—

YT AT SAEIENR A |
w A
g glRram ga.giaa g || 1-10.
Bhatti, in h's famous Bhatti-kdvya, challenged tne
above observation by Bhamaha, with a considerable
measure of success, and produced what might be charac-

terised as the highest type of the poelry of sauSabdya,
making the following remark at the end of his work:—

YIS, AT giamed |
g gt Rafam aa0? || XX1-34,
Bhatti's remark applies to Sri Harsa's Naisadha, not
merely from the view-point of sauSabdya, but also from

.
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that of versatile $dstraic erudition. The subjoined
extracts from the end of the last canto of the Naisadha

may, with advantage, be studied in order to know' Sri
Harsa’s own estimate of his poem :(—

qq1 AAGRATOAY wof
FAOTHR: FOEW 79 Fod |
sgfecmangatt g gita:
e T WRTEIETARTAL: ||
Ryt &R fiRonamon: @i awg aeeadt
geg Ramaegg e, |
q wagt: g aEgda
ARG SR FARARGAD, ||
From the above extracts, it is evident that, if
Sri Harsa himself were to characterise the fruitwe mode
(paka) of his poem, he would call 1t amrta-paka, obsessed
as he is with the puranic association of amria with a
laborious process of churning. But, Bhamaha's disciples
would like to bring the paka of Sri-Harsa’s poem under

kapittha-paka (the wood-apple fruition), which 1s descri-
bed thus:—

“oEmglAiie s, |
F AT A+ + + + 7
(Bhamaha V—62)
Some would describe the paka of the Naisadha a

narikela-paka (cocoanut fruttion); but this would neces
sitate Sri-Harsa's poetry being placed, without adequat
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justice, on a par with Bharavi’s poetry. While one might
justly describe Bhéravi’'s poetry thus:—

. g 7 RUEN T T 7 g’
one is greatly tempted to describe Sri-Harsa’s poetry in
these terms:—

Tged] FIEAT AT A GHETRGRAL:
In fact, it would be appropriate to characterise the

paka of Sri-Harsa’s poem as ausadha-paka, as the oft-
quoted tag ¢3we fygarwaw’? indicates, and as the name

FUEaAve@l—which, in Ayu#-veda, denotes a certain
medicine—given to his greatest polemical work, may
suggest.

It is worthy of note that Sri-Harsa belonged to a
century, which was dominated by the wvakrokti-type of
poetry and in which poets of the wakrokti-school like
Matikhaka, the author of the Srikantha-carita, flourished.
Perhaps, for the reason that Sri-Harsa himself was a
votary of the vakrokti-school, his poem easily won the
plaudits of the Kashmirian poets of the 12th century, as
may be seen from the following extract from the 16th
canto of the Naisadha:—

e RS SRt it fefier-
FA aEf AvdEEiy EliswEe:” ||
(16—131).

In concluding this foreword, I am forcibly reminded
of what my sahitya-vidya-guru (my late maternal uncle
~—Brahmaéri Muttappa $astri, alias Venkatasubrahmanya
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$astr1) used to remark about the Naisadha, in my boy-
hood, somewhat waggishly as it may seem; it may be put
thus:—If Kailidasa's muse should be described as a
padmini, if Bharavi’s muse should be described as a
Sankhini, if Magha's muse should be described as a
citrini, Sri-Harsa's muse might well be described as a
hastini, though capable of assuming the other forms
also.”

Mallinatha’s commentary, whichis incorporated in
this edition and which follows the motto “HTH:@" Ik

ffaamuRaE=a”, great@ enhances the value of this
edition. This handy volume contains only six cantos.
Itis hoped that this enterprising publisher of Palghat
will, ere long, issue equally cheap and handy volumes of
the remaining cantos also of this famous Mahakavya,
Mylapore,}

28—5—30. S. KUPPUSWAMI SASTRI
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