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INTRODUCTION.

This book is the first publication of & series
started by the Advaita Sabha, Kumbakonam called
the ¢Advaita Sabha Research Series’. ~ The
author of the book is Pandit Polagam Rama Sastri
who is a very erudite scholar and is the professor
of Vedanta in the Samskrit institution established
by His Holiness Jagadguru Sankaracharya of
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam at Jambukeswaram
(Tiruvanaikaval). He is also one of the three exa-
miners of the Advaita Sabha. He is eminently
fitted by his scholarship and powers of exposition to
write this hook.

It is an intelligent attempt to unify the four
well known schools of Vedanta Thilosophy
namely the Advaita. the Srikantamatha Visishtad-
vaitha, and dwaitha and to show that these
schools all lead step by step to the same goal the
moksha. Though there has been the precedent of a
work called ‘Chaturmatasarasangraha’ by the fam-
ous Appaiya Dikshithar, the general trend hitherto
of the writings of latter-day scholars has been to
expound the differences between the four schools
of Indian Philosophy and to criticise one or other
of them according to the mental allegiance of the
author, to one or other of the schools. |n that way
emphasis has been laid more upon the differences
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among these schools than upon their fundamenta]
unities. The Vedanta Darsana, as a single school,
is different from the other well-known darsanas of
Indian Philosophy namely the Sankhya, the Yoga,
the Tarkika and the Mimamsa. 1t also differs fun-
damentally from the Buddhist, Jain and other
Philosophies. The four schools of Indian Philoso-
phy dealt with, in this book, are only sub-divisions
of the Vedanta darsana. This fundamental fact is
often lost sight of amidst the thicket of polemical
literature in this subject. Pandit Rama Sastri has
in this book. with his terse and powerful Samskrit
style, clearly expounded the fundamental principles
of the four schools and has rightly fixed the place
of each school in the ladder to Moksha 1t will, T
am sure, be of great profit to the student of Indiap
Philosophy especially of the Vedanta Darsana and
will condyce to the clearing of many misunder-
standings and prejudices among the votaries of
these four schools. The Advaita Sabha is grate-
ful to Pandit Rama Sastri for this valuable work.

« ASHRAMA”™, % K. BALASUBRAMANIA IYER,
Luz, Mylapore, 7th March 1944,

8.3, P W, LTD , KMU.
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