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cFom word.

A very interesting and important doctrine propounded
by ancient Indian philosophers is that of metempsychosis
Or the transmigration of souls called ' Punarjanma’ and
* Purvajanma’ based on the theory of Karman. All the
ancient religions of India, Hinduism as well as Jainism
and Buddhism, accepted this doctrine and it may safely
be said that an important part of their religious teach-
ing ,including their ethics, is based on that all-embracing
doctrine of Karman. Religion being one of the ruling passions
of Indians, this doctrine raturally intluenced their entire
life, their social behaviour and their general outlook on
the world. In fact on account of the belief in this doc~
trine on the part of Indians many Westerners have been
led to describe the Indian ' Weltanshavung’ ( view on
life) as ' pessimistic’. Even a poet like Kalidasa in his
tamous line in the S'akuntala ¢ wERgufr sFarTERRIA
shows the deep influence of this doctrine on him, and his
last prayer to God ' May that blue-red God (S’iva) destroy
my cycle of rebirths!" shows the influence of the same
Kalidasa’s example is only typical of the whole Indian
literature from the ancient times down to the age of
modern Indian languages, or more particularly up to the
age of Chaitanya, Tulsidasa, Mirabai, Narsi Mehta,
Jnaneshwar, Tukaram and the South Indian Vaishnava
Saints, It is obvious, therefore, that to anyone concerned
with the real mind and spirit of the Indian, the consider-
ation of this doctrine is of paramount importance—the
consideration regarding its validity or otherwise.

A great authority on Indian Philosophy, Dr. Das Gupta.
has in one place expressed the opinion that the doctrine of
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transmigration is only stated and reiterated ad nauseam
in ancient Indian philosophical works, but that it is no-
where actually proved ( with the exception of some
Nyaya texts where the proof is hardly convincing ). Inthe
face of this authoritative opinion, it becomes the more
incumbent on students of ancient Indian philosophy and
culture to examine this doctrine thoroughly. For, if we
etfectively reject it, we can have the credit of finally
treeing the Indian mind from this bugbear of ¢ gaufywma
gy A’ as the great S’ankaracharya so beautifully puts
it, or if we coafirm it, we can again start the work of
remoulding the modern Indian’s outlook on life, which is
so tremendously affected by Western science and the
philosophy of positivism with its insistence on laborat ry
test and reliance only on reason.

In this book, §4ti&9q, Vidyabhaskata Pandit Mani-
shankar V. Upadhyaya of Baroda has boldly applied him-
self thoroughly to thrash out this doctrine once for all,
espzcially from the point of view of the ‘' Dars’anas ' or the
¢ Six Systems of Indian Philosophy’. Besides being a great
Vaiyakarana, the Panditji is well-versed in the Dars'anas,
especially Samkhya and Yoga, which systems he has mas-
tered in an enviable manner; he is also an adept in Dhar=
mas’astra. Obviously his competence to deal with the
subject is self-evident. But what is more remarkable is
that along with his grounding in the ancient lore, he is
remarkably original and independent in his outlook and
does not flinch even an inch, when he finds it inevitable
that he must challenge even the great S'ankaracharya. In
fact he has done s0 in this book, and many more other things,
which the careful reader will find out for himself. I need only
say that the Panditji has done a great service to all lovers
and students of Indian philosophy by thoroughly discussing
this all~embracing problem of the real nature of God and
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consequently the truth or otherwise of the doctrine of trans-
migration in the light of his conception of the Godhead.

To him everything in the Universe is the form of God;
both good and evil are His modes; ﬁ'ﬂl; gz af<a
faqrera: 53 (st. 24), Here [ am reminded of Prof Edgerton’s
criticism of the Vibhutiyoga of the Gita that therein all

~g0od things only are said to be the Lord's ‘Vibhutis' but
there is a little shirking to give that honour to the worst
thines in nature ( of course with some solitary exceptions ).
The great S'ankaracharya very intelligently points out, as if
anticipating the American Orientialist’s objection, that the
* Vibbutis * are meant not to give a final knowledge of God
tut they are meant only as objects of Divine meditations
(2w 37aI: 4 g §339).  But Pandit Upadhyaya's theory
sutfers from no such possible objection; he, in fact, asserts
that there is nothing in this world, which is not the form
of God; ct. adag fat &1 Aifed ag awawa 0 (st 482). To
some this may not appear quite original, for even the Gita
says ‘Oh God ! thou art beth sat, asat and all that is beyond !’
Yet the further conclusions that the Panditji draws from
this are bold and quite helpful to the doctrine of universal
brotherhood and equality. He naturally condemns untouch-
ability ( cf st. 355-365 ) and holds the Varna system as un-
tenable. His gastaaig@nea begins with st. 89 (p. 11) and goes
on up to st. 152 and then he puts certain questions to the
gaseRatz . (cf. ste. 153-159). Many of them will have to be
satisfactorily answered before we believe in the doctrine
of gasi=. All this may not be startling to a modern thinker,
but coming as it does from a Pandit of orthodox and tradi-
tional education, it has certainly a great value. and one can
expect what a storm the book will create among the majo-
rity of the Pandits of the orthodox school. The value of
the book, however, does not lie in the controversies that it
may raise, but [ think, it really lies in the fact that here is a
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detailed discussion of a very important doctrine of
ancient Indian religion. Perhaps all may not agree with
what the book actually proves, yet, it opens a new field of
thought, offers some striking interpretations of old texts,
and is written in such a graceful and simple Sanskrit as
would be understood even by one who has just a working
knowledge of that great language. I, for myself, humbly
beg to suggest that Sanskrit scholars may peruse this book
and by offering their frank criticism help solve this
important problem once for all, for which the Pandit)i
will certainly be grateful to them.

I have no other apology to offer for making bold to
write this introduction than the fact that the Panditji
insisted on my doing so. Otherwise T am conscious that
these few words are an excellent example of what
fhe Sanskritists call * ftRztaETeTamE ",

S S Shawe.
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