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INTRODUCTION.

For the first thime this Riamdyana-sira-
daisgraka 15 being made available m primt, The
edition 1s based on two palm-leaf manuscripts 1n
Grantha character, oue belonging fo the late
Ammal Vuradichdr Swims of Purisal a willage
1 the North Arcot District, Madras and the other
to Chakravarty Srimvdsdchir Swimi of Sendandd,
a village 1n South Arcot  Both the manuscripts
appear to be at least a hundred years old.

One of the two manuscripts gives the author’s
name as Vephatachdr o There are many palm-
Jeat manuscripts of the woik :n the Library of
811 Venkatesvara Ouiental Institute, Tiupant
The following 18 the coloyhon found 1n one of
them (6856) wluch was purchased fiom a gentle.
man belonging to the Tuunelveli District
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A friend of mme tells me that wuppurda® 1»
the family name prefixed by suwme Andhras to
then names The author perhaps belonged to
Andhra-desa It 1s also smd that ‘muppuala’ 1s



the name of the village where the fanuly of the
author lived and that on account of that 1t was
used to be called so One G(omatam) M{uppirila)
Raghavacharidi a teacher 1n Madrasssaid to be
the Tth descendant of the author

The scrihe calling himself Sane Vadhya”
chronicles the date of the completion of the
transeription as the 15th of Maghe, Friday with
black catuwrtht and citnd nahsma o the year
1012, Durmaukhe. 1012 1= of the Kollam era The
corresponding English date 15 February 24, 1857
We{thudarejenabled to state definitely that the
manuseript 1 today (4-4-'42) one hundred and
five years, one month and eleven days old. The
authot of the work could not therefore be later
than the 18th century

T doubt whether the title of the work Rama-
yana-sara-Sangrufia 13 an approprate one, 1 as
much as 1t does not give a correct 1dea of the
contents of the work What the wotk 1~ chietly
concerned with 1s.the chronolql,‘y of the_whole
story of the Ramayana though ncidentally a few

other topicssuech as the division of the divine
Piyas. yzmm() between his wives by the king
Dasara f& and computation of divisions of army
{(pp 41—18) are dealt with

The work may be divided into three parts
The first of them comprising two and a half
pages gives as shown below a detailed but yet
very short acconnt of the eleven thousand years
which Sr1 Rama 15 said to have lived on this
earth -



Up to s 1eturn to Ayodhyd
from Mithald after his marriage with

Sita 12 yeara,
His stay in Agodhya with Sifa 17 vears.
His exile 14 years

* Years  Months  Days

[Le.fb Ayodhya on ('futra month bright
Panchumt day  Spent at Clitrakuta and
abodes of rishis 10

In Sutik<hna's A<tama

At Panchavati where Surpanakha was
mutilated 1nd fourteen thousand demons
headed by Khara and Dushana were killed 1 1 2

Sita's abduction in Jyeshtha lnrght Pan-
chame and events up to Sugriva’s Corona
tion

[

?
(Tyeshtha & A<hadba)
Rest {winter) 4
(Sravana to Kartika)
Collectiun of I« army Iy Sug iva and
mstruetions to them regarding the direc-
tion and places to be searched 1
(Margasira)
Search tor Sity and detention of the
party underground 2
(Pushya and Magha)
The monkeys emergence from the sub-
terraneons garden-Lying down unto death-
Meeting with Sampati—informing them
of the place of Sitas detention ~ Hanu-
man’s feats and retirn to Rama at Risya
muka with news regarding Sita- Mobilica-
tion to Lanka onthe day of Phalguno
Lournamy 15
Black pratipat {o tftya— Reaching the
sea-shore Rama lay on Dharbba<ayanam 3



Jonstruction of the bridge 5
N (Chatuarthi to 4shtatm)

Fight (Ravana fell on the I5th day—~ Ama-
vasya night) 1
Disposal of Ravana’s remains-Vibhishana's
Coronation - Reunton with Sita - God’s
Dlessinge - Arrval at Bharadwajasrama
ou way home on Chitra bright Punchamt

day) 5

- o0 o
Rewen with Sita 1000 Years
Rewen without St 9962 Years

Total 11,000 Years

The second part of the work ‘fiom the 16th
lme on page 3 to the Tth line on page 5) distni-
butes these years of Rama's life over the ¥ Kanders

ot the Ramayana —
Years Months  Dayz

Balakandr narrates s hfe ot

the fust 12

yodhyakandy » o next 12 I 10

Aranyahanda . " “ 13 1 0

Kishhendhahanda " - 0 8 27
unaccounted 0 1

Sundayakiidu de~cribes flanu-

min’s feats) 0 0 ]

Vudithahanda 0 6 20!

Artval at Nandug fna on

the huight sixth day and coro } 0 0 2

nation on the following day

Uttarakanda 10968 (minus two

days meluded 1 Yuddha ) 16961 1l 28

11000 0 0



All the manuscripts consulted give mvariably
the number of years wu vespect of Aranyakinda as
thirteen years and fifteendays (vide pages 4 and
24) It 1s however obviously wrong Rama's entry
ints the Dunduha forests 18 sald to have taken
placeon Vewdhha Pouwrnnme and his arnval at
JPampiissad tohave taken place on Jyeshthu
dark prutipus the tourteenth year The Vusihha
FPow nami of this vear completes the 13th year
and 1wmust be a month fiom this day to Jyeshthu-
Parmmi the next of which was Jyeshtha dark
pratiput the day of Rama’s reaching ampd

Again the number of months first given
(page 4) regarding the Keshhendhakands 8 months
and 12 days s contiadietory to that given subse-
quently which 16§ months and 27 days «nd which
weards with tacts of the Kawla

I'wther thete 15a ga,)’ of one day between
1 davs of Sundurahanda and 223 days of Yuddha-
hdndu, the later halt of Phalguig Suddha Chatin -
st and the tirst half ot tha suceeeding Péarmmi
1t 15 meluded neither m the Sundara nor m the
Yuddhakdandia

The third awd the final part wluth runs to
the very end ot the wark substantiates the state-
ments made 10 the earhier two parts

There 13 no doubt that Venhatacharsas is
not the fist attempt to Hix the dawes of eventsin
Rama's life His refetence tosome Grantha Karir ©
p. 21 who are said to have defimtely caleulated
the time of Rama’s stay at the Avrama of Sufi-



X

(Su 35-8) declares that S:/a@ was carried away
by Ravana on the bught Prafipal dayin the
month of Jyeshtha  Govindaraja did not forget
this passage but explains 1t as having 1eference to
the period of time fixed by Racana for Sdds
persuasion and vielding m his favour, 1ather than
to the period of fime calculated from the day of
abduction  The rest of the verse lends support
to this view alone

FtgantHIga
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Futther according to thi~ inteipretation the
word gasa used frequently i Rama’s out hurst
m the first <arga of the  Kiyihowdhiland @ need
not be twisted 50 mean the month of Jyesiitha as
1~ done by Venkatacharva (n 24)

Bewides Ramdanugiyam Venkatacharya men-
tions Naluprakasiie The author of this work
Narasimha appeats to have Ined atter the (5th
contwy This enables ns to fix the upper Iimit
of Venkatachaiya'stime

The grammat and style of the work ate very
poot and fall very short of Venkatacharya < scho-
fatly erwhition i the epic and astiolozy  Thers
are limes i the workk which we gxot%{sque and
orammatically and syntactically absurd For n-
stance, I would diaw the attention of #he readers
to the passage begmmng with sfiawarks fagsa
@ZERoA on page 25 and continuing on the next

One 1mportant point {o be noted 1n the work
15 that 10 many ot the verses quoted here from



Xxi

the Ramdyana, readings are not the same as they
are found 1n all the avarlable printed editions of
the epric  On page 24 two slokas are quoted as
spoken by Kabandha The second half of the
first of these two slokas 15 not seen 1n the printed
editions of the Ramdjame  The absence causes
much diftic ulty 10 constiumng the verse properly
though the commentators nanage somehow to
get over 1t Veukatacharya must have used a
copy of the Ramayant which ditered 1n respect
of teadings 1n very ,uwy places from those manu-
sciipts on which the printed editions of the epic
are based [t 18 worthmwhile to make an attempt
to find oat1f posstble that copy vt wny transcript
of 1t

T may «ay 1w condiusion  that Tam not
unawate of the tact that the edition 1~ 1w no
1espect uﬂto one s satistaction and of the face
that 10 every 1espect 1t tequites implovement
But the arcumstances under which the Journal
15 coming out — the Sanshnt Jowval, Ldydna
Forrehd which depends on it~ sub~c1 bers few n
number, and as whose “Supplement’ this Kami-
yan eadie sangrad s pablished — would  not
permit 1t £ be better than what 1t actually 1s

Institute Tlrug au

okateswara Oncnm}
4th Apnl 1ol

D T Tatacharya.

* Vide Udyana Patrika Book XIV No 1p 2%
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