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INTRODUCTION.

The crecit for having usheied the {ust publication of onc
Vatkhanasa Literatie govs lo Somman Raghupatr Bhattacuya
funulatly famous as Sri Vasudeva Bhattacarya of Konerrrajapuram,
Tamore  He had prinfed and published the Vaikhanasa Smaita-
sutra and the Stnarta pint of Vaitkhanasa Mantra prasna 1n Giantha-
kshara im Kumbhakonam n the year 1910

The veteran scholay and Agama pundil Sniman Pandila Valhi-
putam Raghunaitha Cakiavarti Bhattacaiya and the famous
M M Vyakarana Sctumadhavacaiya edited Vimanarcana Kalpa ol
Marier and published it undes T 1 Devasthanams auspices m the
regine of Vicaanakairtas in 1926 At the same time it was pubhshed
by the Vaikhanasa Granthamala of Egavaripalem i Telugu script
m 1927  Later the etnent scholls M, M Su1 T, Ganapatr Sustin
published the woiks Varkhanasa Dharma Prasna and Maurict
Vimanaicana Kalpa in the Sanskrit senies edited by the Government
of Travancore 1 1935 For various 1easons Marict alone was
imperfectly  edited withoul proper care legarding the readings
and that too mncompletely  Though some publications aie complete
m 1cspeet of huvmshing the mere material they do not give satis-
laction with regaid to coirrcctness of the readings and proper
get up. It has become absolutely necessary to revise 1t crilically
after perusing the different sources available and the alteinate
Samhitas with f(ull commentary and with Englsh translation,
A httle later two brilhant scholars Sni Valhipmam Raghunatha
Cakravarthi Bhattacarya (above mentioned) and Srt M Rama-
krishna Kavi, M A, author of Bharata Kosa together supervised
the publication of Samurtarcanadhikaranam of Atrn, another
Vaikhanasa Samhita under the auspices of T T. Devasthanams,
Tirupati 1n 1943 and 1 had the opportunity of lending my Vidya-
nilayam manuscripts for the purpose  Subsequently the Travancore
Government expressed their mtention of publishing the Khiladhi-
karam of Bhrgu and in persuance of it had a manuscript copy
of the work preparcd with the aid of various copies available 1n
their library. Tt was sent to me for mecessary critical revision



with standardised readings where different texls aic m cvidence
To fulfil the task assigned to mc at the time 1 had consulted the
following orgnals with the help of scholars and pioposed the
correct 1exts for publication,

1. The palm leal mnuscuipt (incomplete) avatlable in S VU
0. R. Institute, Tirupati

2. The palm leaf manusenpt with Sri Uttanw Pandita Arca-
kam Narasmmhacarya of Uttanur

3 The palm leaf and paper manuscripts mn the Sri Yarkhanasa
Vidyamlayam, Akulamannadu

4, The palm leaf manuscript with Pandita St Konnur Sundara
Bhashya Bhattacarya of Villivakkam

5 The paper manuscript of Sri Arcakam Peddinti Stmivasa
Dikshitulu varu, Tirupati

6 The palm leaf manuscript avadable with Arcukam Sn
Soumya murth Bhattacaiya of Tirukkottiyur

Under the impression that the said work by them, would be
published duly edited the publication of Jnanahandam (Kasyapa
Samhita) and Bhrgu Samhita (Kriyadhikaram) wuas  undertaken
and brought out by me under the auspices of the T T Devastha-
nams in 1948, Subsequently there was correspondence with the
Curator of the Travancore Library regarding the publication of
Khiladhikaram with no fruitful result. Finally learning that
they had dropped the idea of such a publication allogether, |,
with the good offices of the T, T. Devasthanams had taken up
that task while | was reader in S. V. U. O. R Imstitute, At that
time 1 had the chance of consulting an original and old pahn leat
manuscript furnished by the sons of Agama pandita late Sr1 Arcakam
Alagasingara Bhattacarya of Nagamangalam, Mysore Statc and
a transcribed paper copy of palm leaf manuscript from Adyar
library got by Sri V, M. Narasimham, B.A ,BE, M.LE, MR. San. I
(Lon.) the famous architect of South India, Triplicane Takmmg
Travancore manuscript collection as the basic text, I had consulted
the above two texts for endorsing the readings and other materials
of research value and got the edition revised. But due to change
over of the Sr1 Venkateswara Oriental Research Institute to the
S. V. University, 1 had to retire from service under age rules ond
consequently the work and the publication was delayed, However,
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the manuscript prepared by me was handed over to the University
with the fond hope of its being; published under University auspices.
But theic the copy lay idle for sometime  The T, T. Devasthanams
reahising that the eflorts bestowed on the work should not go n
vain without 1ecogrution, obtained the permission of the University
for the publication of the work under my supeivision, The editing
was begun tin 1959 Due Lo paucily of different versions the work
bemg a rare one dealing with mateual of intricate and complex
nature, there had been difficulty felt at trmes regarding the perfection
ol the readmgs  The correct readmngs at cettain stages were arrived
at by greater mental stiain et the matter presented here confirms
mostly to the Nagamangalam version with necessary fixation of
readings wherever necded beating in mund the contextual topics.
in this ventwiesome project, T had in gooc measure the advice
of my friend 81 Vedantam Jagannathacaryulu Varu, the T. T. D.
Asthana Vidwan and erudite scholar in tarka and vedanta, I
{ake tlus opporiunity of cxpiessing my gratitude to him.

In the Vaikhanasa Bhagavaccastra which 15 derived from
the entire Vedic tradition (agama), including both the Purva and
Uttara portions, the nature of God s interesting God 1s all-
pervasive, full of wfinte attributes and 1s beyond all the faults
of the world and transcending all He 1s capable of bemng wor-
shipped both in the amuria or formless manner as well as the formed
(murta) God 15 the supreme personality and has five statuses.
They ase the Supreme transcendent Vishnu, and the Vyuhas com-
prising Purusa, Satya, Acyuta and Aniruddha, the Vibhava forms
of the innumerable avataras he had taken for the restoration of
dharma of which the ten arc the most well-known, the Harda form
of ymmanent resident 1n the hearts of all as therr mner ruler
rmmortal, and the Arca form which 1s in the idols or icons in temples,
These 1cons are all descents of the Supreme Visnu though some
of them arc Svayamvyakia, self-mamfested as Sr1 Venkatesvara
on the Tirumala Hill, some of them are Rishu formed, some others
by devas and by men The Vaikhanasa sastra shows that from
catliest mes iconic worship (the substance of Uttara bhaga) went
folllowed by the Yama forms of worship (which form the substance
of the tcaching of the Vedic Purva bhaga) and therefore it 18 not
a later innovation  All these five statuses of Visnu are one only
and are helpful to the final realisation and attainment of the Highest
State of Visnu’s world which 15 the goal of all souls.
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Vaikhanasa sastra also speaks of the individual souls as seching
God But due to begumningless ignorance or avidya, some souls
aic caught up mn the bondage and arc unable to hnow God and
even lose their own nature  Such souls could attain ficedom
from avidya by worshipping the Arca form of Vienu, known as
Narayana with devotion as preseribed by the Varhhianasa sastia
By worshipping with devotion Narayana, onc altains the highes
place of Visnu says the Sastra

God 1n the Vaikhanasa Sastra musl be consideied as the Sell
of the individual devotee and the world-sariri  Thus He 1 sirva-
saurt  The idividual souls are of atomic sizc and conscient and
subservient to God  The bond souls have to realise this sell hood
of God through devotional woiship accordmg to (he sastia and
gain freedom Thus the liberated ones form a group of souls
and there are said to be some souls which have always been fiee
from this bondage known as Nityas, The indwidunl souls thiough
worship attam the highest worlds and attam Salokya, Sampipya,
Sarupya and Saujya and gam the supreme felicity ol sciving the
Divine (rutya kamkaiya) Of course those who attun this highest
abode of Visnu do not return to the world of rchuth and soirow
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In general the Vaikhanasa philosophy of God and the souls
conforms naturally to the Upamshadic philosophy expounded by
St Ramanwa For Ramanua tried to show how Narayana 1s
the supreme object for our devotion, through whom alone we
can attain the Highest purushartha of Vishnu, Brahma sannidhya
and kamnkarya, Who 1s spoken of as the Sarrt (Self) of whom the
unrverse and the souls are body (sarira), and showed that
semusi-bhakti 1s most rmportant for the worship of the Arca form
of God Stinivasa,

To conclude, I leel great pleasure i expressing my heartfelt
gratitude to the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanams Board of Trustees
and to the cmunent Executive Officer, Sri C. Anna Rao, BA,
for having given me this opportuntty of bringing out a rare work
attractive in such a manner 1 owe much to the owners of manus-
cripts consulted by me as aforesmid, for placing their origmals
with me. My gratitude s also in great measure due to the
Superintendent and the staff of T T D. Press who got the work
completed neatly and properly. I crave the indulgence of the
scholars if any mistakes have crept into this work.

Akulamannadu
R. PARTHASARATHI BHATTACARYA.
Agamacharya.

Tirupati,
| —11—1961
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