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INTRODUCTION.

POE'I‘ICS as an art has been cultivated with varying degrees of

success in all the civilized countries of the world. Butin no
country has it been cultivated as a science with such remarkable
success as in India. Some may demur to poetics bemng called
a science mstead of as an art. An objection like this 1s hkely
to be raised by those who have not had any acquaintance with
the works on poetics which are found in such large numbers 1n
the wide field of Sanskrit Literature. It may be said that it s
a system of general principles of permanent value derived from
the observation of particular facts of nature that goes under the
name of science. It may therefore be asked how poetics can
come under this definition as 1t 1s only a body of the principles
and rules of the art of poetry. Itis not with reference to such
principles and rules that poetics has been cultivated m India.
On the other hand, it has been cultivated as the Psychology of the
refined and subtle operations of human thought and as such,
the general truths embodied therein are as much with reference
to the laws and operations of the cultivated Indian mind as
those of any other nation. As an art too, as applying to the
composition of Sanskrit poetry, it stands unrivalled.

In whatever way itis viewed, whether asan art or asa
science it seems to have had its origin in the most ancient days
in this country. The charm of many of the Vedic hymns
reveals a high degree of cultivation by the ancient sages of the
art of poetic composition. After the pitch accent of the
Vedic hymus had transformed itself into the stress accent in
the Post-Vedic period, many writers arose who made a subtle
analysis of the refined thoughts and sentiments, and of the
variety of diction and style that should characterise a poetic
composition, and fixed the rules of poetic art. Vidyanatia himself,
the author of Prafaparudriya, mentions the name of Bhamaka
amongst eminent writers of his type in whose wise he undertakes
to compose his work, Amongst early writers on poetics the
names of Dandin, Mammata, Dhantka, Abkinava Gupta and
Vidyadhara must be famihar to the students of Sanskrit Literature,
Works on poetics have been surprisingly multiplying in  this
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country, and many are the writers who have figured in this field,
the most prominent of the later writers being Appaya Dikskita
and Jugannatha Pandita the author of Rasagangadhara,

A unique feature of Indian poetics 1s the development of 1t
on the basis of Logic. The thoughts and sentiments that are
embodied 1n poetic compositions and definitions given of the
figures of speech, along with the correctuess or otherwise of
naming the tigure or (igures employed in a particular stanza
are tested and analysed Dby the application of the rules
ot Logic m scholarly discussions such as can be understéod
only by those learned 1n Tarka. Such discussions occur more
in the commentartes than i the original works themselves.
In the course of the study of Ratnaparna, a learned com-
mentary on Prafaparudriya, which 1s published along with the
text, the reader will come across scholarly discussions highly
interesting to the students of Logic,

Prataparudra Yasobhushana or Lrataparudriya, as it s
commonly called, is a work on Poctics on the model of Kuvya
Prakasa of Mammata and the Lkavalr of Vidyadhara. The
work consists of nine Prakaranas. In the first Prakarana are
described the characteristics and merits of the different kinds of
heroes (Nayakas) and heroines (Nayikas). The second which is
the Kavya Prakarana treats, as its name imphes, of Kavyas
with reference to their diction and style and of the nature of
their subject matter, of Sabda, Artha, Vnttis, Ritis; Sayya,
Paka and so forth. In the third Prakarana Rupakas are treated,
among which is found the treatment of the characteristics of
Nataka, the most important of the compositions of the Rupaka class,
T'o 1llustrate hus descriptions of Nataka, the author furnishes the
reader with a model drama of his own composition of which the
hero is Prataparudra whose conquests and stallation form the
plot of the drama. The fourth is the Rasa Prakarana which is the
Prakarana of poetic sentiments, and the fifth and the sixth are the
Dosha Prakarana—the Prakarana of demerits, and the Guna
Prakarana --the Prakarana of merits respectively ‘Then follow
the three other Prakaranas, the seventh, eighth and ninth, dealing
with Alankaras or figures of speech, the seventh dealing with
Sabda Alankara or Alankara employed in verbal composi-
tion, the eighth with Artha Alaukara or Alankara of sense
and the pninth with Misralankara or the combination of two
or more figures of speech. It will thus be seen that Prataparu-
driya is a comprehensive work, covering as it does, the whole
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range of poetics.  No work that preceded this work was so
comprehensive as this.

To illustrate every definition or description one or the other
of Prataparudra’s merits, virtues, prowess, magnanimity and
generosity 1S made the subject matter of description, and to 1llus-
trate every kind of Sayya, Paka, Rii and Vntu, the author wields
his language with consummate skill, and gives 1t a vanety of
shapes and forms such as he would desire them to be as if by the
use of the maygician’s wand.  For these and similar reasons  Zru-
laparudriya stands high as a work of great aitistic mernt; bug
for the same hero being again and aga.n referred to,which to some
may make monotonous reading and tiresome panegyrics and
exaggerations which go beyond all bounds of moderation the
work would be much more meritorious than 1t is. It must how-
ever be admitted that these panegyrics and exagygerations were
unavoidable as the author had imposed vpon himself the difficult
task of making the same hero’s actions and merits seive the
purpose of his 1llustrations of all the phases of a poetic composi-
tion.

From the janegyric indulged 1, n such profusion by
Vidyanatkha 1t may be reasonably presumed that he was a court-
poet of Prataparnudra or at any rate, that he lived in the
time of his hero. If the age of Prafaparudra can be
settled it would be as good as settling the age of Vidya-
natha, and for knowing the time in which Prataparudra
ruled there are evidences of a rehable character such as those
borne out by inscriptions at Nellore, Bezwada, Warangal and
Pelivela. It is needless to take up the investigation of these evi-
dences in this short introduction. We shall not be guilty of
shooting beyond the murk if we put down the dates as those as-
signed by Robert Sewell in his{* Sketch of the dynasties of South-
ern India,” the dates that he ass gns bemg 1293-1323 A. D.

Prataparudra was a powerful ruler of the Andhra country
whose capital was Ekastlanagar: or Ekasila as it is called n short,
otherwise known mn 1ts Dravidi»n form as Orugullu which was
laterly corrupted into Warangal. He was a Kakatiya King so-
called by the sovereigns of his line having been worshippers of
their tutelary deny Durga Saku, installed in a temple dedicated
to her in Ekasila.

' The Kakatiya Kings were many of them powerful and war-
like rulers of Warangul, and offered successful resistance again
and again to the Mahomedan rulers of Delhi who wanted to cap-
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ture their country until at the end of a long series of struggles
the Kingdom of Warangal was annexcd to the Bhammi Kingdom

about the year 1540 A.D.

Ratnapana, the well-known commentary on Prataparundriya
which is printed below the text 1s the production of Kumara-
swami Somapithin son of Mahamahopadhyaya Kolachala Malli-
natha. Itis admitted on all hands to be a commentary of great
merit, and is the one that 1s generally studied n South India.
Those who go through the commentary will find much that is
valuable in it by reason of the many quotations and much useful
discussions that frequently occur m 1t.

It has been pointed out how valuable Prataparudnyais to
the student of poetics, The whole ground of poctics has been
traversed in this work, and consequently any one who has learnt
it well cannot but have a commendable knowledge of the prin-
ciples of Sahitya. A handy cheap, ncatly got-up edition of the
work with its well-known commentary was badly needed Brah-
masri Chandrasekhara Sastrigal who has already laid the Sanskm
reading public under great obligation to him by the publication
of the *Balamanorama’ which by itself was a very costly under-
taking, deserves to be thanked and generously patronized for
having brought outa correct edition of Prataparudriya for the
preparation of which he has spared neither pains nor money.

A. PANCHAPAGESA 1YER, M A, L T,,
Lecturer in the* History of
Sanskrit Literature and Comparative Philology,
MyYLAPORE, Madras Sanskrit College.
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