


PREFACE.

Lord Srinivaca of Tiripae! is the most prpnlar Deléy

in India and i< worshipped every day Ly a very coneider-

able number of pilgrime of all Hindu sects from all paris
of India. The Dayasathakam i= a very lovelr peem in
praise of the Lord's Grace from the pen of a grear Pret and
Saint: The poem contains a logical and poetic exposi-
tion of the Philosophy «f Divine Grace. The Poet de-
velopes the idea that a with to de what is ultimately
though not apparently goed is the Divine Purpose and
such a benevolent purpose ix the urderlying motive, of the
ercation (Srisiti). the protection (Sthithi) and absorption
(Pralaya) of the Universe in succession. Punishment for
error, though apparently savouring of cruelly is prompted
by Grace- The great Saints who, living a Godly life adorned
and adorn the world, are livin, embodimerts of God’s Gre 3.
The great Holy Shrines, which are Houses of God, are the
effusions of Grace to bring the Throne of God within the
sight and reach of mortals: The Avatar is a Descent of
Divinity into this world in the overflow of Grace to cheer
up the Godly and correct the exrring: The Singing of the
Gita is the crown of ntercy of the Krishma Avatar. The
Gita deserves its name as it is the only book. which, with-
out any propogandist agency, broadcastes itself far and
wide and never comes in for the dizapprobatian of any
thinking man. ‘Vigita’ means a matter in which there
can be two opinions- Gita would not be Gita #f it is Vigita
i.e., if there were ever two opinions in the matter of iis
merit and greatness. Vigita is the opposite cf Gita. The
Poef.h;;his Prophetic Vision envisaged the Grand Future
of thé Gita and its a¥l-world popularity in the last
line of the Sloka on the Xrishna Avatar. The Poet
anticipates Shakspeare’s picture of a talented young
lady advoeate in the person of Portia pleading for ‘the
quality of merey whieh is not strained amd which
droppeth like the gentle rain from Heaven and blesseth-
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him Ui ghvve and Lim that takee’,  Merey incarnating
a8 a vounz woman eniers the Court of God and pleads
fur e forgiving the ®ins of hor naughey and erring
the enit, “What if 1y hand wete
thieter tan itsell with a brother's blood 2 Is there not

ehildron and wine

rain enough in the eweet Heavens to wash it white as
enovw? ' This eentiment of Shukespeare is voiced Char-
mingly and fereibly in the verses singing of a deluge
of Grace enveluping the Hill Lord and washing away
all memory of the sing of those who Invoke the aid
of Grace. In the Sanskrit introduction and inthe com-
mentaries, the ideas intended and developed hy the Post
have been attempted to be brought oute Tt is hoped that
a ctuds of this commentary will enable the reader to fol-
low the Poet’s niind. A Poet who gives his song to the world
would think of the critic and reviewer at the end of his
labours. The Poct here thinks of his eritic in the last
Sloka and asserts with confidence that the Poem will
educate the eritic in the art of good eriticism.  The Sata-
kam, he cays, will be a Kutekam to the critic and educate
him to diseriminate good poetry from the bad.

T must not fail to acknowledge my gratitude to Messrs
(. V. Venlkatarsmaniengar and Rao Bahadur. S. Varada-
chariar for their generous help towards the cost of 1 is puba
lication; and to the learned Pundits of the Sanskrit Oollege’
Tiravadi » fur kindly correcting the mummscript «nd the
pl‘w»f:-‘».

A. V. Gopalachari-
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