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INTRCDUCTION

The Bharadvajadiksa with Nageévara’s commentary is offered in
a complete form now for the first time for the benefit of Vedic
scholars and others interested in such studies. A part of this work
with commentary has been published in Roman script with notes
in Latin. * What do the Siksa treatises deal with ? Siksa is general-
ly translated as Phonetics. To this class of literature belong the
Pratidakhyas. The Siksa and the Pratiéakhya form one of the six
Vedangas. The subject-matter of these is different though there is
much in common between them. > The Pratidakhya is “a collec-
tion of phonetic rules peculiar to one of the different branches of
the four Vedas’ while the Siksi may be said to be a treatise on the
phonetic peculiarties of each Veda.s The Siksas are usually
attributed to ancient rsis though some of them are very late
compositions. The Pratifakhyas seem to follow the Siksas in
general, though some Siksas, like the Pyasz Siksa, seem to follow
the Prati§akhyas. +

Siksas are compositions dealing with Letters, Accents, Quantity,
Origin, Delivery, and Euphonic Law.s Max Miiller, renders
Sthana as Organs of Pronunciation.

1 Ed. by Emil Sieg, Berlin, (1892). srfrqf + + + is the last Sloka where
Sieg stops, though he is aware of other slokas following.

2 See Burnell: Aindra School of Grammarians: P. 47,

3 See Max Miiller: A History of Ancient Sanskrit Literature p.119
( 1860 ).

4 The Vyasa S'iksa has been edited by Mahopadhyaya Papdita V.
Venkatarama Sharman, Madras, 1929. There is a Grazntha edition with the
commentary Veda-taijasa by Karupattiir Venkatarfma Sastri.

Concerning the relation between the PratiéZkhyas and the éikg!s, Se6
¥, Kielhorn's articles in the Indidn Antiquary, Vol V, pp. 141~144 and pp.
193-200.

* eulerrgmoiTERy T 6 R | A T ARG snfErs T |
fRral sqrEaTeT: | 90 @R | AET SO | §E A | S BRI g 0
TSERIG: N + + + & IJGEIMR: 1 + + + 75 g + + + a6 QRNTE |
+ 4 + GERRA SEHE | + + + §A: §f@ar 1 Rgvedasarhitd with the

commentary of S8yanacérya ed. by Max Muller Vol. I p. 34 ( 1849 ) : See also
the 7th Bgok of the Taittirlya-Aranyaka.



il Introduction

In the Bbaradvajasiksa which undoubtedly belongs to the
category of the Siksis, we do not meet with these characteristics
that are common to the Siksa treatises in general. This shows that
the use of the term Siksa has been extended to compositions which
aimed at *“ keeping the Vedic texts free from incorrect readings.
(See Ind. Ant. Vol. V. p. 199). This Siksa is named a Samhztzka
Siksa as noted in the commentary of the Pyasa Siksa which is
Jata Siksa as is believed by the Vedic Adhyapakas of the South.
Its importance lies in the fact that it is the only authoritative
ancient work which enables us to fix the proper reading of the
-text of the Taittiriya® which comprises the Sarhhiti, the
Brahmana including the Kathaka Brahmana, Aranyaka and Ekagni-
kanda -of the Apastamba school. In the preface to the printed
“edition of the Tuittiriya Prﬁtz’fdkbya ( Bibliotheca Sarhskrita,
:Mysore ), the Bharadvajasiksa is mennoned as one of the nine
Siksas-which relate to the Taitiri iya. ®

~ The present work cannot however be said to deal with all the
‘words of the Tuaittiriya Veda. It lays down empirical rules
to distingdish and to empoly in their proper places words of
similar sound or form. It teaches, for e\:ample where to read gwa
and \vhere gfwa, where gga and where ggixr etc. ( See Ind. Ant.
Tbid p.'x 95 ). Treating then of empirical rules, this Siksa is of very
Tlittle interest to linguistics.3

What is really difficult is the fixing of the chronological
limits of this treatise. We know it as a matter of fact that the
Blmmdwjaszkm closely follows the present redaction of the Taittirtya
Veda and its ‘classification into kandas, pratnas, and anuvakas.
It can be only provisionally assumed that the composition of
the Siksa was some time after this Veda assumed its present form.

. 1. Apother work of this category is the Siddhinta Siksa attributed to one
Snnwasa Dikgita. It is a later composition as it enumerates the nine
' Siksas, Taittiriya Pratisakhya, the Tribhdsyaratna and other works. It
belongs to the Taiitiriya Veda.

2 See Intro. to the Mysore ed. of the Pratifakhya.

8 See 8. Varma, Critical Studies in the Phonetic ‘Observations of Indzaﬂ.
Grammanans. p. $8. R. A, S, London, 1929. A development of this depart-
“ment of literature on Vedic accent is best traced in & valusble: work,
~Saptasvard. Sindhu by Ayy&-Sastrin (with a commentary ) which is in
Ms. form and deserves to be read along with. this kind of literature,’
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There is a tradition that this Siksa ‘is contemporaneous with the
Vyasa Siksa. There is no certainty about the contemporaneity -of
-the Bharadvajasiksa--and ‘the FPyasa Siksa. - Of course both are
used by our Ghanapathins. There is no. gainsaying the fact that
the Bharadvajasiksa is_mentioned in the Vedatazjasa, the com-
mentary on the Vyasa Siksa..

"In dxscussmg the date of the Vyasa Siksa H. Luders is of opmxon
that the compilation cannot be later than the middle of the 13th
.centuty from a study of the materials available. " But this could not
be taken as in any way coniclusive. And we are not concerned at
présent with the Pyasa Siksa.*  To us the Bbaradwz;a!zk;d seems,
comparatively speaking, old. According to the~ author of the
:Siddhanta $1ksa; the Bhdradvd]aszk,m takes the first rank among thh
list of Siksas. > ‘

" The’ present edition’ is based on a manuscnpt dxscovered in the
‘private library of one Mr. Venkatarama Sastri of Cuddalore, _South
India. This manuscript was found along with an equally i 1mportant
tréatise on' the Yajur Veda Laksana, entitled Laksanamala. "The Ms.
-is in_grantha sctipt of forty—eight palmyra leaves 15x 21 and ‘is
fairly correct. The name of the commentator according to the
colophon is Nagesvara, son of Vrddhagiri.> It is difficult to trace
the family and date of this commentator. It is likely that the
commentator was an ancestor - of the family of Jatavallabhas “in
Paranar Village in Tirukkovaliir Talug, South Arcot District. It
may be remarked in passing that the Venkatarima Sastri, in whose
private custody this work was found, is 2 member of the Paraniar
Jatavallabha Sastri family. This manuscript is designated as
Ka (%) in the book.

Three other manuscripts, lent to us through the courtesy
of Dr. C. Kunhan Raja, M. A., D. Phil., ( Oxzon ), Madras Univer-
sity, and of the Curator for the Publication of Sanskrit Manuscripts
Trivandrum, have been utilised in this edition. The Trivandrum
Ms. No. 625 contains text and commentary written in Devanagari
script on thick light blue paper pp. 92. This contains many

1 Bee Die Vyasa S'iksd, pp. 106-7, Kiel, ( 1895).
2 Die Vyasa S'iksd, p. 3.

8 But in the edmon by Sieg, Jatdvallabha Sactrin is mentioned as com-
mentator.
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‘'scriptorial errors. It is difficult to differentiate between the text
and the commentary in this manuscript. But this Ms. contains
‘more illustrations than the previous one, though the citations are
‘not identified. This Ms. is desiganted as Kha (g ) in the book.

The other two are designated ga (ar) and gha (w ), and both of
them are from the Adyar Library. The ga Manuscript is numbered
XXV (h) 6 in the Adyar Catalogue. It contains only the text
and has ten palm leaves in grantha script. The condition of the
Ms. is perfect. Each page conains six lines of forty—two letters.
The manuscript shows that it has been corrected and can roughly
be 250 years old. The manuscript gha is XX (m ) 30 of the Adyar
Library. It is an incomplete copy and contains only fifty karikas
or verses from the beginning. This manuscript must have been
copied recently. Roughly it may be about sixty years old.

Brahmasri Kalyapasundara Sastrin of Andanallur kindly allowed
the use of his correct palm-leaf copy for which our thanks are
due to him.

As the contents of the work are arranged in alphabetical order,
we have not thought it necessary to prepare either contents or
index separately.

Madras V. R. Ramachandar Dikshitar
29th August 1938 P. S. Sundaram Ayyar
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