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Introduction

The Sragaralilatilaka that is here published is the work of
the boy-poet Bhaskara. The Sthapana definitely says
that the author wrote the work before he was sixteen years
old. It won the approval of the scholars at the court of
$ri Vikramadeva of Calicut. So far as is now available, no
other work of this precocious boy poet has survived to tell
us about the development of his genius.

From a prima facic point of view one would incline to
assign the poet to the court of the great Vikrama of
Calicut who graced the masnad at the dawn of the
fifteenth century and at whose court flourished a host
of poets and scholars headed by Uddanda, the author
of the Mallikamaruta, Cennos Narayanan Nampitiripad, the
author of the Tantrasamuccaya, and Kakkasseri Bhattatiri,
the author of the Vasumativikrama. Such an assumption is
perfectly in place, regard being had to the description of the
court as given in the Sthapand.

This assumption is, however, unsupported by local tradi-
tions. These would have it that the boy-poet Bhaskara
was a scion of the Nampitiri* family, called Mutukursi

1 The court of Vikrama had in it nineteen hrilliant gems,
cighteen Samskrit poets and one Malayalam poet, and the
greatest scholar of the day wasby common consent the famons
Uddanda, the author ' of the Mallikimaruta. This galaxy of
literary luminaries is we]l-kna‘wn as the‘‘patincttarakkavikal,”’
the eighteen and a half poets, the Malayalam poet being treated
as being only a half. Among them was Kakkagderi Bhattatiri who even
as a boy Wrested‘ from Uddanda the much coveted ann ual first prize.

2 This Nampiitiri family has been from times past the seat
of advanced Vaiydkarana studies in Kerala, and at present
possesces a very valuable manuscript library. Tt isheld a source
of honour for a Vaiyikarana to say that he traces his Vyidkarana
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Mana, near Shoranur, and is identical with the well-known
Mutukur$i Unni. From his boyhood even, he figured as
a prodigy and a great wit. His was a short life and he is
reported to have passed away in the thirty-second year of
his life in 1012 M. E., corresponding to 1836-37 A.D. He
was patronised by the Zamorin of Calicut as well as by
the Maharaja of Cochin and at the courts of both he
was an honoured and welcome guest. His early education
he appears to have had in his own house ; from there
he migrated to Kitallir Mana for studying Vydkarana
and from there again to Trippunithura for studying Vedanta.
In both these Sastras he appears to have attained some
Pegree of proficiency. His last days he spent at the court
of the Zamorin and he is reported to have died suddenly
while performing his daily rites in the Tali temple at
Calicut. This great and precocious genius is remembered
not so much for his poetic talents or Sastric attainments
as for his wit and humour, and in this field, if tradition
is to be believed, he stands unrivalled.

Bhaskara is no doubt the product of his age. The
period from 1750 to 1850 marks a great renaissance of
Kerala Literature, both Samskritic and Malayalam. In the
field of Samskrit, we have a number of distinguished
poets and dramatists and Sastric scholars: Balaramavarma,
the great authority on histrionics and the author of the
Balaramabhdratam, and the Svati Tirunal Maharaja, both
of the royal family of Travancore, Rama Varma and
Rama Varma’ of the royal family of Cochin, Mani

studies to this ancient fnmils': Till very recently the family was
maintaining its foremost position as a centre of Samskritic
studies 1n Kerala. Here Patadijali is reported tobe daily worshipped.

3 The two brothers were ardent followers of the Dvaita system.
Both were very r¢ligious and the younger on¢ was also a great
poet. These princes were responsibls for the Samskritic revival at
Trippunithura.
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Tampuran® and Manoramad Tampuratti® of the royal
family of Calicut, Vidvan Elaya Raja of Cranganore,’
Rama Panivada’ and Raghava Panivada,® dramatist

4 Mani Tampuran was so called because he was the first among
Malayalis to study the Nydwa treatise, (int@mani. He may be
identified with the Vikramadeva mentioned in the Bhana. He complet-
ed his Sastric studies at Benares.

5 A close relative and contemporary of Mani Tampuran was
Manorama Tampuratti, so termed because this princess of the
Zamorin family was the greatest exponent of the Manoramd in her
days. Tradition holds her in high esteem and she is accorded
a very honoured position among the Kerala Vaiyakaranas, Her
satirthya was Kuiijitti Raghavan Nampiar, who later was the
court scholar of Rima Varma of Cochin, and her disciple was
Arir Atitiri, the author the of U'ttaranaisadhiya and the teacher of
Vidvin Elaya Tampuran of Cranganore.

6 Vidvan Elaya Tampuran of Cranganore figures more as a
poet than asa scholar. According to discerning critics, he stands
the foremost poet of Kerala in the nineteenth century. With the
mtensive Sastric studies thus begun at Cranganore, it soon
became an important centre for advanced studies in almost all
branches of learning, a position which it retained till very recently.

7 Rima Pinivada was the "nost outstanding figure in the literary
horizon of Samskrit in Kerala in the 18th century. He figurcs as a
great poet and dramatist. Heis the author of a number of works,
none of which except oue has been published ; and these are:—(A)
Ripakas : 1. Candriki—a Vithi; 1. Lilagvati—a  TVithi; il
Madangkctucanita—a  Prahasana; and iv. Sitaraghacanataka; (B)
Kavyas: 1. Vispuvidasa ; 1. Mukundasataka; iii. Sivasatake and iv
Raghaviya, (C) Sastric works i. Vivarang a commentary on the
Dhatueptt; i, Rasakiidd; iii. Vittamaijwd; iv.  Balapathya on
the Raghaviya; and v, Vildsini, a commentary on the Srikrsnavil@sa.
All these are very important works aud attest alike to the author’s
erudition as a scholar and eminence as a poet. From internal
evidence it is clear vhat the poet must have been livingin 1756.57,
for his drama, Sitardghavdnataka, he wrote at the command of the
famous Mirtanda Varman inconnection with the first Murajapam.

8 Righava Pahivida was the uncle of Rima Panivada; he is
reported to be the author of the kavya Ragnaviya.



SRNGARALILATILAKA 4

and poet, Arir Atitiri,’ the author of the Uttara-
naisadhiya, Kufijitti Raghavan Nampiar and Pantalam
Subrahmaniya Sastri,”® the premier grammarian of Kerala.
Thus every court in Kerala from Calicut in the north to
Trivandrum in the south was a centre of Samskritic culture
and each court had its own coterie of scholars and
poets. In spite, therefore, of the great political commotion
and travail that the land was exposed to consequent upon
the invasions of the Tigers of Mysore, in spite of the
general lack of security of life and property, there was a
great revival of learning and this revival affected both
Samskrit and Malayalam. For the period also saw the
blooming forth of the geniuses of the two outstanding
figures in the realm of Malayalam literature, Kuidjan
Nampiar and Unnayi Warier. The works of these and a
host of other luminaries raised the status of the spoken
vernacular. The general political disquiet may not have
produced this flowering of geniuses, but surely it led to
the bringing together of the various scholars and poets
scattered about in various parts of Kerala, and their
mutual emulation led to the awakening and founding
on a permanent basis of Samskrit and vernacular
learning which has continued ever since. Here then
we have another instance of literary revivals following in
the wake of political turmoils. The torch of learning
then lit has been burning all these hundred years, and

9 Arur Atitiri. See note 6.

10 Pantalam Subrahmania Siastri was the contemporary of
the very well-known Dharma’llija of Travancore, the immediate
successor of His Highness Raja Martanda Varman, His court was
the magnet which attracted unto it all the great scholarsand poets
of the day. Sastriis reported to be the direct disciple of a direct
disciple of Nagoji Bhatta, and he was undoubtedly the premier
grammarian of his time in all Kerala.
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every reputed Malayali scholar traces his scholarship to
one or other of those luminaries and the present Samskrit
College at Trippunithura may well be said to be the lineal
descendant in modern form of that revival.

The contributions of the period touched almost all
departments of Samskritic culture and we have poems
“and dramas and scientific treatises, but judging from
number we have more of Bhanas in the realm of Riipakas
than any other variety. The cause of this partiality
may partly be found in the popularity of Tullal, organ-
ised by Kunjan Nampiar, with which it has something in
common.

The Bhana that is published here is an eminently poetic
one and even though it was produced when the author
was in his teens, it bears unmistakable traces of real genius.
There are no doubt some grammatical lapses, but these are
due to the immaturity of his scholarship. Sakti and Nipunata
are there, only Sastraveksana is wanting. The author is
endowed with great poetic genius and a facile com-
mand of language, not unworthy of a mature intellect and
at every stage reveals clear traces of the influence of the
prince of Indian bards Kalidasa and the great scholarly
poet Harsa.

In concluding, it is my pleasant duty to thank my friend
Mr. Kshitish Chandra Chatterjee, M. A, for the great help
he rendered in getting this edition published. | am also
obliged to him for adding the valuable foot-notes.

Annamalai University, ’
Annamalainagar K. Rama Pisharoti.

20th November' 34
11 The hterary lustory of the period from 1750 to 1850 A, D.
forms a very interesting chapter in the history of Kerala contribution
to Samskrit Literature. The writer is preparing a paper on
this subject. 2
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