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INTRODUCTION

The contribution that Kerala has made
to Sanskrit i the field of pure literature is no
less brilliant than her contributions in the
realms of religion,! philosophy” and practical
Sastras’, We have at least from the eighth
century onwards a distinguished array of poets
and dramatists. A detailed estimate of their
contribution must be reserved for a future
occasion. M In this array of writers not the
least important 1s the author of the poem,
Ultararamacaritam.

>

1. Vide the wnter’s paper on Religion and Philo-
sophy’in Kerala, published in the Indian Historical
Quarte;f]y‘ Vol. IV—No. 4, pp. 702-719.

2. Ibid I; also his paper on The Great Philosc-
phers of Kerala, vide the Indian ITistorical Quarterlv,
Vol. V—No. 4, pp. 676-692.

3. Vide the writer’s paper on the ‘Sastras—Prac-
tical and Theoretical, published mn the Quarterly Journal
of the Mythic Society, Vol. XXI—No. 3.
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The author of this excellent poem is
unknown. Quite in keeping with the tradi-
tions of our scholars, the author does not give
us any information about himself. In the
absence of such cvidence of a positive
character, we have naturally to fall back upon
indirect evidence, like language and diction,
cross references or traditions.

Writing 1n 2 language that has been dead
for over a thousand ycars, following the time-
honoured conventions 1n poetic conception
and exccution and never deviating from the
beaten track of metre and poctic concetts, the
most that a later-day poet could do was to
imitate some classic model. Consequently
the utmost that linguistic evidence could give
us, is an indication of the school to which the
poet belonged, the model—Kalidasa, or Harsa,
or Bhavabhiiti—that he followed. The oppor-
tunitics that he gets for ctriking a note of
individuality are few and far between and
hence normally we do not get much material
from a study of this aspect. I personally hold
that a discipline into the peculiarities of
language and diction and poetic ideas and
conceits cannot generally give us any definite
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aistorical material particularly, as regards the
post-fifteenth century poets. And this is true
in a particularly large measure as regards the
present work, The other source of ewvidence
is references to or quotations [rom the Kavya.
But in the present case, this cvidence is prac-
tically not available, for the majority of the
works of Malayal authors are yet to be pub-
Lished. These positive sources of evidence
being cither absent or useless, we are naturally
forced tc fall back upon available traditions.
These at best are only a doubtful source, and
this means that views advanced on this basis
arc merely tentative and should be treated
only as sich.

The family tradition communicated to
e by the owner of the manuscript from
which the text s printed assigns the work to
Meppattur Nirayana Bhattatir, the well
known author of the Prakriyasarvasva, the

1. Vide the wnter's paper on Narayana Bhat-
tatiri, published m the Mm. Haraprasada Sastr: Com-

memoration number of the Indian Historical Quarterly,
Vol. IX, 1933,
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Narayaniya, the Manameyodaya and a large
number of Prabandhas of great hiterary merit.
This tradition is supported by the report that
the palmyra manuscript bundle from which
the work has been copied contains only works
belonging to Meppattur. If we rule out the
possibility of the tradition having grown out
of this fact, this may be cited as a fairly good
argument, espectally in these days when great
weichtis attached to manuscript tradition. We
arc, however, afraid that in these days, far
more mmportance 1s being attached to manus-
cript tradition than actual experience warrants
us. Andif we aroue from the prcscx‘lt to the
past, I should not personally attach much
importance at all to such tradition, if parti-
cularly this cvidence is to be utthsed for
historical purposes.  All the same there i just
a possibihty that this work was included in
the particular bundle, because there was the

tradition ascribing 1t to Meppattiir,

This work may be held to be the legiti-
mate sequel of the great Mahikivya Ragha-
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viya, ascribed to Rimapanivadal and regarded

1. Ramapanivada was an outstanding figure
m the hiterary horizon of Samsknt scholarship in Kerala.
He figures as a great dramatist, but greater asa poet.
He 1s the author of a number of works, none of which
has yet been published . and these aie —

A, Rapakas: i Candrika—a Vithi;
1, Lilavati—a Vithi;
iil, Madanaketucarnta—a
Prahasana;
iv, Sitaraghavanataka;
B. Kavyas: v. Visnuvilasakavya;
vi, Mukundadataka;
vii, Sivagataka;
vii, Raghaviya (?)
(. Sastraic: 1x Rasakiida
X. Vritamanjarl;
D. Commentaries: x1 Vivarana on the Dhatu-
patha;
xii. Balapatyaon the Ragha
viya;
xui. Vilasii on the Srikrsna-
carita

Allethece are important works and attest alike to
the author's erudiion as a schelar and eminence as a
poel.  From mternal evidence contamed m the Suta-
raghavanataka, the author must have been alive m the
years 1756-57, when Fhs Thghness Martanda Varma of
Travancore conducted his first Murajapam. This 1n-
formation 15 taken from the paper on Ramapanivada
by Ullur S. P. Iser. The wriler1s editing the first of
these works 1n the Bulletin of the Sir Rama Varma
Research I.nslnuge, Thuchur.
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as the greatest of the Mahakivyast written by
a Malayali, worthy of being ranked next only
to the Raghuvamsa or the Kumarasambhava.
This view obtains some support from the fact
that the manuscript found in the Government
Oriental,Mss. Library, Madras, which has been
utiliced for collation 1n this first edition of the
poem, calls this work as Uttararighaviya,
One objection to this view is available 1n the
work itself : m the opening stanzas is given a
summary of the past history of Rama, which
evidently is out of place if it happens to be a
continuation by the sume poet.  This would
lead us to the conclusion that the Uttararama-
cartta was evidently the work cf another
author. .And curiously enough there 1s another
tradition® which assigns the Riaghaviya to the
uncle of Ramapinivida, called Raghavapini-
vida, This would naturally explun the
summary given at the opening, but then thus
cuts at the very root of this view. Asa matter
of fact, this second view appears to have heen

1. This 1s the opinion »f the great poet and critic,
Mr. U. S. P. Iyer, asset forth in the paper mentioned
above.

2. This trad:ition 15 also mentioned m the paper
referred to above.
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built upon the curious resemblance in the
names. In any case this view 1s less deserv-
ing of consideration than the first one, even
though it must be stated that there 1s defi-
nitely nothing which would render Ramapin-
vida's authorship of the Kavya impossible,

Now according to the tradition we accept,
we may assign the work to either Meppattiir
or Rimapianvida (or Righavapinivida), and
this means that the work may be assigned to
the early scventeenth or the middle of the
18th century. As we have already mentioned,
the second view commends itself much less to
us than the first onc; and n the light of the
evidence now available we incline to ascribe
the work to Meppattlr, particularly because
verses 22 (IV Canto) and 98 (V Canto) give
aft inkling that the author was a Brahmun,

Whoever was the author of the work,
Meppdttar or Ramapanwiada, the Uttararama-
curida satisfies the highest expectations of a
genume Salirdaya, whether we consider the
work from the pont of view of Gunas or
Alamkaras or Rily or Rasa or from the all-
comprehending point of view of Aucilya
Coucheq 1n,elegant, simple and graceful
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language, his descriptions are straight, his
narrations brisk and active, and the noble
story moves majestically onwards unmarred
by any artificial conceits, hterary or poetic.
In this respect the poct reaches very near the
1deal of Kahdasa, the prince of Indian bards
ITe makes us forget himself and his cralt in the
poem. Neither the poet nor his poetry ever
attracts our aitention: we are lost in the
poem niself. This 1sa very striking achieve-
ment, particularly when 1t 1s remembered that
it 15 not rarely that the author indulyes in
Anuprasa.  This, then, as we feel of, consti-
tutes one of the greatest features of the work,
the subordination of hmself and his art lo
the work of art itself.

The Dhfe of Rama is too well-known to
he gone nto here: and we feel we must be
satished with the statement that the cuthor
clostly follows Vilmiki in every respect.
However we may be excused if we advert to
one pomt regarding the Ramiyana viz., the
source of greatness of the work as revealed
by the philosophy of the hero.

In the whole range of Sanskrit Litcrature
no work occupies 2 more important place than
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the Ramayana of Vilmiki; and this is true,
whether we consider it from the point of view
of literature or of religion. It1s admittedly
the Addkiavya, the first kdvya ever to be
written, and it has been the source of 1nspi-
ration for all succeeding poets and critics, 1n-
cluding Kilidisa. From the religious poing
of view, the Ramayana has been from very
ancient times a source of spiritual help and
consolation for thousands of Ilindus. We
here propose to touch upon this spiritual
aspect.  With the elaboration of the Avatara
theory, $ri Rima came to be treated as an
Avatara of Mahivisnu, the supreme Godhead.
Thus association increased the popularity of
the Rama Cult, and the Ramayana has come
to be treated as a semi-sacred book. And the
Ramayana recitals assumed a religious cha-
racter ; and in well-endowed temples and rich
famllm'Q, these became a regular annual fea-
ture. The central lesson of the Ramiyana
is said to be this: Always act like Rama
and never Like Ravana, Here then is set
forth the most practical aspect of the study of
the Ramayana, its value asa guide for our
everyday actions.
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If the Ramdyana has been a source of
spiritual help and guidance for hosts of pious
1lindus, the cause of that, it must be admit-
ted, is to be found not so much in the literary
quality of the work as in the character of the
hero 1t glorifics. The life that is depicted
there 1s that of the great scion of the Solar
race, prince Rama, son of Dadaratha. &
Riima has always stood as the 1deal in human
conduct. In fact, so high is the ideal pitched
that the bare utterance of the name Ramaq,
Rama, is held to lift one up above the ills
of Iife.

The question may naturally be asked:
what exactly 1s the peculiar characteristic of
the hero of the Riamiiyana which begot him
such a high position and made Tum an cternal
1deal ? No doubt various answers can be given
and these would differ according to the view-
points of the exponents.

It is well known that Rama had a series
of sufferings from start to finish. He delibe-
rately chose a lfe of suffering, although he
could easily have suppressed the authors of
his <orrow, by his own supreme power sup-
ported by the whole of Ayodhyd. In Rima,
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we have a great hero, sacrificing all that was
dear to him for a life of suffering against the
wishes of his brothers and of his Gurus,
This powerful hero, suffering quietly and
obediently from choice and not from pres-
sure, has fired the imagination of the teeming
muillions in India from times immemorial.
Heis par excellence the prince of suffering,
particularly when it is remembered that he
deliberately chose such a life as being consis-
tent with the high and noble traditions of his
family and the teaching of the sacred texts.
In this aspect of his life we have a clue to the
distinctive trait of his character which made
him the ideal that he has been.

Why did he prefer the life of suffering
to one of comparative easc and happiness ?
He 1s surely no victim of any morbid psycho-
logy oreimagination, nor is he a victim to
sudden, impulses or traditional theories,
Learncd and cultured, staid and sober, he
was ever master of himself and his destiny.
This choice arose, as we believe, from his
decp-rooted conviction in a particular philo-
sophy of life, which our scriptures so assi-
duoucly yet silently enjoin upon all their
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faithful adherents.

What then is this philosophy ? Tyaga—
self-sacrifice with self-surrender—constitutes
the guiding principle in the life and career
of Rama, Tyiga in the hichest and noblest
sense, in due consonance with the family and
scriptural traditions and not divorced {rom
moral and ethical considerations. This is the
keynote of Rima’s lIife and character, and
this has raised him to the position of the ideal
man of action, a ksatriya prince. Asa son,
asa warroor asa brother, asa husband, as
a king—in every aspect of his illustrious and
active career, Rama figures as the greatest
practical exponent of this Tyaga plulosophy.

Following the family traditions, Dasa-
ratha wished to crown Rama as the Yuverdja.
His minssters were consulted and 1n contso-
nance with their opinion, preparatiors were
made for the consummation of that happy
event. Then Manthard screwed up Kaikeyl
and made her demand the coronation of her
son Bharata and the bamishment of Rima.
Dadaratha was grief-stricken and was com-
pletely paralysed. Rama came to know of
that, and unasked he decided to leave for the
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forests, There were loud protests from
everybody, except Kaikeyi and Manthara;
he was even accused of violating the tradi-
tional Dharma, but he was determined upon
the path of self-surrender to honour the word
of his father. It must, indeed, have beena
great moral conflict for Rama, whether he
ought to stick to his traditional right
and obey the will of the nation and of his
elders or whether he ought to sacrifice his all
to save the honour of his father ? As one who
was an ardent adherent of the Tyaga philo-
sophy of life, he quietly departed to the forest
for fourteen years, accompanied by his faith-
ful brother and devout wife. This choice of
the wilds sprang spontancously from the very
centre of his being. There might be diffe-
rénces of opinion regarding the wisdom of his
choice, but none regarding its boldness.

This aspect is made very clear in the
second superb scenc connected with the inci-
dent at Citrakdta. Bharata followed by the
whole court procecded to Riama’s hermitage
and told him that he would have nothing to
do with the kingdom, taking his stand on
immemorial Dharma. But Rama was firm

poe "
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and he declined the kingdom, taking his stand
on lus father's desire. The subject then at
issue was which was stronger, which had
greater claim for covnsideration and accept-
ance, whether traditional Dharma or the
wish of the parent. In Bharata we have the
exponent of the ultimate authority of Dharma,
whereas in Rama we have the exponent of
the ultimate authority of the parent. And
in the solution of the question, zs the sequel
showed, Dharma has a greater claim upon
us, when it conflicts with obedience to the
will of the parent. For Riama allowed
Bharata to rule on hus behalf.

If Rama was a victim of pure theory, he
could easily have accepted the offer of
Bharataand returnced to the capital with hus’
reputation considerably enhanced. But he
did not do so. He believed implcitly in the
choice he had made; he stood rooted in the
conviction of the Tyiga view of life-
philosophy, surrendering self for the sake of
his father's honour. Dagdaratha pledged his
kingdom to his wife for help rendered ina
ficld of battle, while Riama sacrificed his
kingdom and all that it stood for, courting
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the risks and dangers of the unknown forests
for honouring the pledge of his father. Here
then he translated his Tyiga philosophy into
active practical hfe.

If on this occasion the motive force was
the fulfilment of the pledge of lus father, on
the second occasion 1t was simply to silence
idle gossip.  Afterthis momentous return from
exile he mstalled himself on the throne. But
he was not long allowed to continue 1n peace.
Gossip reached lus ears questioning the
morality of his accepting Sita who had
restded 1n the enemy’s camp and of his
retaiming her as the queen of Ayodhyid. To
suppress this loose talk, Rama made the
greatest sacrifice of his life by discarding
his pregnant wife, although her innocence
hid been proved at Lanka before the assem-
bled hests after his crowning victory. Here we
have the crowning act of self-surrender, the
highest practical exposition of the Tyaga view
of Iife.

These two constitute the crucial incidents
in the life and carecr of Rima, and on both
these occasions his action was guided solely
by the T'yaga view of Life. This is true of his
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actions on less momentous occasions as well
as 1n his everyday actions, He made it the
cardinal principle of his life and it formed the
pivot round which his whole life turncd  He
gave up the treasures of this world so that he
might lay them by i heaven. Thus
renuncraiton he realised hus ideal of life.

In later days thus glorious path of self-
sacrifice marked out by %11 Rama was followed
by equally distingwished heroes. Through
Tyaga, Siddhirtha realised his-quest of truth
and  became the Enlightencd.  Through
Tyiaga again did Jesus attam the pinnacle of
love aud service  And at the present day, we
have an exponent of the same philosophy
that great apostle of peace, Mahitma Gandhi.

Tyaga s found here utihsed as pravrifi-
miirga and not merely as a mvrllimiirga.
Rama 1s the hero who embraced the 1deal of
Tyiaga and rigorously translated 1t mto. every-
day-hfc of an active character, rendered more
active by the acceptance of this philosophy.
Here 1s to be found the main reason why sri
Ridma has come to be looked upon as the
ideal of human conduct and in due course as
an Avatar,
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Now it is my pleasant duty to thank
those who have actively helped me in bring-
ing out this edition. I express my thanks to
M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur S. E. Runganadhan
Avl, MA, LES., Vice-Chancellor of this Uni-
versity for permitting me to undertake this
editing work. For the collation of the manus-
cript in the Government Oriental Manuscript
Library, Madras, I am indcbted to my fellow-
student and friend M. R Ry. C. Sankararama
Sastri, Avl., M.A, BL., General Editor of the
Sri Balamanorama Series, Mylapore, who has
also been responsible for the neat printing
and get-up of this book. I am obliged to my
collecagues 1n the Department of Samskrit in
this University—M. R. Ry. Veda-Mimiinsa
Siromani V. A, Ramaswamy Sastry Avl., M.A.,
and Pandit Sivaramakrishna Sastr1, for several
valuable suggestions; and to Pandit Srini-
vasachari for preparing a part of the Index.
This edition, however, would not have scen
the light of day but for the generosity of
M. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur C. Manavedan Raja
Avl, BA,, District Collector, South Arcot, in
giving me the manuscript and in financing 1ts
publication. Knowing him to be a keen and
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critical student of Samskrit, I can easily appre-
ciate his generosity n financing such a publi-
cation. That I should have been called upon
to edit the work, I take as an appreciation of
my humble labours in the clucidation of the
Kerala contribution to Samskrit Literature,
if not as a matter of personal kindness. The
interest that Rao Bahadur Manavedan Raja
has taken 1n this publication 1s an indication
of his scholarship m Samskrit and s quite
worthy of the noble scion of that royal house
on the West Coast whose kings, themselves
great scholars, were cver active patrons of
learning from the time of $n Vikramadeva,
the Zamorin of Calicut, towards the close of
the 15th and the beginning of the 16th century,
than whom a greater discerning critic and
patron of letters there never has been in the
whole of Kerala. May the descendants of
that glorious royal house ever continue to
take the same scholarly interest in the ad-
vancement of our culture !

Department of Samskrit,
la1 U
A amaea Y K, RAMA PISHAROTL
28—8—1934,
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