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PREFACE. IR

Udayavarmacaritam, occurring in Kolarastravarpana,
an episode in Keralamahatmya, the context being the con-
secration of several divinities and Brahmins in the land of
Kerala, is dinlogued as one bctween a Dvija and a Sata, to
pass for a legend, The King Udayavarman invired Brah-
mins from afar, bestowed on them rich presents to the
chagrin of the indigenous Brahmins who turned hestile to-
wards him, to absclve himszlf of the sin of the slaughter of
Brahmins in battle aod thus caused the land of Kera]a to
overflow with Brahmin community. The succceding verses,

Ry gHIAR' ‘
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ey wift@ grama giser
fraraadiega demmta Gar: )17

(2 . % )
disclose the date of that event as the larter half of the 11th
ceutury thereby bringing the time of a certain Vidyarapya-
yati close to that period. The lines below:

‘gt Pranfaon frsm: srer Anaafieds 1
(g 4 8 vy
‘a3 TAI AR G TgAIREa |
angarEd gy W smeeRoh o’

(9. . @ W)
betoken that Vidy&rapya must have been a different
appellation of Madhavacarya. Be that as it may, a doubt
may crop up as to whether he was the same Madhavicarya
of the 14th century A. D., to whom Sarvadarsanasahgraha,
Dhatuvytti and Rgbhasya owe their origin, or another
individual of that denomination who must have flourished
earlier than the former. Mahakavi Rao Sahib Uljar
S. Parameévara Aiyar holds the view that another Udaya-
varmacarita, a Sanskrit composition consisting of 11 chap-
ters originated from the pen of one Kavi Varms, the cele-
brated King of Kola Kingdom in the 8th century. ‘gRygrear’
in the text determines the date of Udayavarma as the latter



half of the 8th century. Again the term ‘g¥Y y@' lends sup-
port to the belief that this land was blessed by the universal
preceptor — the great Sankaracarya of world-wide repute.
But others do not see any connection between Vidyarapya-
yatindra alias Madhavapandita who showered his choicest
blessings on Udayavarmna and hence the conjecture, in con.-
sonance with the chronogram Vacoratna suggestive of the
Malabar Era, that Udaya Varma of the latter half of 11th
century, the hero of this production, could never be contem-
poraneous with Madhavacarya, otherwise known as Vidya-
rapya of the 14th century. Thus both the views are illogical.
The eminent research workers on ancient history have made
startling discoveries towards this end. Some shreds of
evidence are plausible in this work to fix the date of one
Madhavacarya, in or about the 8th century A. D, A discus.
sion has been attempted in the following verse :
et AT It R § AT
oF: SyEEA AT |
One Madhavapandita, son of Narayapa, the commentator on
Samaveda is proved to have been devoutly attached to the
King Udayavarma, from the facts that Narayapa, the con-
temporary of Skandasvamin was his father and that he was
a compatriot of Hariharasvamin of the 8th century, a
disciple of Skandasvamin and a commentator on Satapatha
Brahmapa, However, this theory is acceptable till it is
refuted by contrary evidence. Somehow he must have
won the title of Vidyarapya since one’s period of existence is
not a criterion for one’s celebrity.  Notwithstanding these
contradictions, an ancient historical treatise of this stamp
should never pass unnoticed.
A clear evidence furnished by the following lines:

‘gAY AT
wred & 3w 1
Q. 9% W 93w

may be advanced from the text to show that Brahmins styl.
ing themselves Embrantiris made this place their permanent
habitation, Several eminent poets basing their arguments
on similar facts adduced from this work ascribe its author-
ship to a Brahmin of Tiruvalladesa as is evident from the

following stanza :
“afrteRraTreRe 3RmARe
afwa dmafkarRitethaaagmy |
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Again the closing Khanda and the introductory verse:
“eflqrae stomTg AT QTR |
Fritgaig AmgoeaTTs 3% 1"
(2. 9.8 9.)

bear out that he was a poet belonging to Fwad (Ceruta-
lattu). The Mahakavi also subscribes to this view. Some
believe that he might be another Brahmin hailing from
Tiruvalla. References to many places and individuals are
noticed in the course of the work.

The unique original manuseript used for this publica-
tion belongs to the revered Keéava Valiattan, a native of
Tirnvalla m Travancore, to whom [ extend my heartfelt
thanks. I have great pleasure in presenting this work to

the enlightened public,

[rivandrum, i )
4.9:1118. K. SAMBASIVA SASTRIL
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