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Introduction -

The Government of Madras took up for consideration the gquegtion of
publication of the various manuscripts in different languages on subjécts like
Philosophy. Medicine and Science, etc., early in May, 1948. Important manu-
script libraries in the Madras Presidency were requested to send a list of
unpublished manuscripts with them for favour of being considered by the
Government for publication. The Honorary Secretary of the Tanjore Maharaja
Serfoji’s Sarasvathi Mahal Library, Tanjore, alone complied with this request.
This list as well as a similar list of unpublished manuscripts in the Govern-
ment Oriental Manuscipts Library, Madras, were carefully examined and a
tentative selection of manuscripts suitable for publication was made. The
Government in their Memorandum No. 34913/48-10, Education, dated 4-4-49,
constituted an Expert Committee with the Curator of the Government Oriental
Manuscripts Library, Madras, as the Secretary for the final selection of manu-
scripts suitable for printing and for estimating the cost of publication.

The following are the members of the Committee :—

1. Sri T. M. Narayanaswami Pillai, M.A., B.L,
2. ,, R, P. Sethu Pillai, B.A., B.L

3. ,, C. M. Ramachndra Chettiar, B.A,, B.L.
4. ,, R. Krishnamoorthy, (Kalki).

5. Dr. N. Venkataramanayya, M.A., Ph. D.
6. Sri M. Ramanuja Rao Naidu, M,A.

7. ,, V. Prabhakara Sastri.

8. ., N. Venkata Rao, M A.

,, H. Sesha Ayyangar.

10. ,, Masti Venkatesa Ayyangar, M.A.

11. ,, M. Mariappa Bhat, m.A., L.T,

12. Dr. C. Achyuta Menon, B.A., Ph.D.

13. ,, C. Kunhan Raja, M.A., D.phil.

14. ,. A. Sankaran, M.A., Ph.D., L.T.

15. Sri P. S. Rama Sastri.

16. ,, S K Ramanatha Sastri.

17. Dr. M. Abdul Hagq, m.A., D. phil., {Oxon).
18. Afzul-ul-Ulama Hakim Khader Ahamed.
19. Sri P. D. Joshi.

20. ,, S. Gopalan, B.A.,B.L.

21. ,, T. Chandrasekharan, m.a,, L.T.

©® N

The members of the Committee formed into Sub-Committees for the
various languages, Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, and
Islamic Languages. They met during the month of May, 1949, at Madras
and at Tanjore to examine the manuscripts and make a selection. The
recommendations of the Committee were accepted by the Government in G.O.
No. Mis. 2745 Education, dated 31-8-1949, and they decided to call these
publications as the “MADRAS GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL SERIES” and
appointed the Curator. Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
as the General Editor of the publications. °
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The following manuscripts have been taken up for publication during
the current year :—

“ A" From the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,

TAMIL

KAPPAL S'ATTIRAM.

ANUBHAVA VAIDYA MURAL

ATTANAKOLAHALAM.

UPADESA_KANDAM.

COLAN PURVA PATTAYAM.
" KONGA DESA RAJAKKAL.

SIVAJNANA DIPAM.

TELUGU

SANGITARATNAKARAMU.

AUSADHA YOGAMULU-

VAIDYA NIGHANTUYU.

DHANURVIDYA VILASAMU.

YOGA DARS'ANA VISAYAMU.

KHADGA LAKSANA STROMANI.
SANSKRIT

VISANARAYANTYAM.

BHARGHAVA NADIKA.

HARIHARACATURANGAM.

BRAHMA SUTRAVRTTI MITAKSARA.

NYAYASIDDHANTA TATVAMRTAM.

MALAYALAM

1. GARBHA CIKITSA.

3. a. VASTULAKSANAM.

b. S'ILPAS'ASTRAM.

c. S'ILPAVISAYAM
MAHASARAM
KANAKKUSARAM.
KRIYAKRAMAM.

KANNADA
LOKOPAKARA.
RATTAMATA.

AS'VAS’ASTRA.

a. AUSADHAGALU.

b. VAIDYAVISAYA

5. SANGITARATNAKARA.

6. SUPAS'ASTRA.
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ISLAMIC LANGUAGES
1. JAMI—AL—ASHYA.
2. TIBB—E—FARIDI.
3. TAHQIQ—AL—BUHRAN.
4 SAFINAT—AL-—NAJAT.
From the Tanjore Maharaja Serfoji’s Sarasvath1 Mabhal Library,
Tanjore,
TAMIL
1. S’ARABENDRAVAIDYA MURALI, (Dibates).
2 do (Eyes).
8. AGASTIYAR
4. KONKANARSARAKKU VAIPPU.
5., TIRUCHITRAMBALAKKOVAIYAR. with pada-
vurai.
6. KALACAKRAM.
7 TATVASAMUDRAM.
8. BHARATANATYAM
9. a. PUNDIKELI VILASAM.
b. PURURAVA CAKRAVARTI NATAKLKM
c. MADANA SUNDARA VILASA NATAKAM
d. PERCY MACQUEEN’S COLLECTION in the
Madras University Library on Folklore.
10, RAMAIYAN AMMANAIL
11. TAMIL PADALKAL including Pattinattar Venba
and Vannankal.

TELUGU
KAMANDAKANITISARAMU.
TALADAS’APRANAPRADIPIKA.

8.2. RAGHUNATHA NAYAKABHYUDAYAMU.
b. RAJAGOPALA VILASAMU.

4. RAMAYANAMU by Katta Varadarzju.

MARATHI

NATYAS'ASTRA SANGRAHA.

. BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE.

FOLK SONGS.

DORA DARUN VENI PADDHATI.

ASVA CATULA DUMANI
PRfl\)’II’{APASIMHENDRA VIJAYA PRABAN-

A

. SARABHENDRA THIRTHKVALI

LAVANL

4. DEVENDRA_KURAVANGI.

5 BAKTA VILASA.

6. SLOKA BANDIIANA RAMAYANA.
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SANSKRIT

AS'VAS"ASTRA with Tricolour illustrations.
RAJAMRGANKA,
CIKITSAMRTASAGARA.
K_YURVEDAMAHODADHL
. GITA GOVINDA ABHINAYA.
6.a. COLACAMPU.

b S'KHENDR_AV[LASA.
7. DHARMAKUTAM—Sundara Kanda.
8. JATAKASARA.
9. VISNUTATTVANIRNAYA VYAKHYA.
10. SANGITA DARPANA.
11, BIJAPALLAVA.

It is hoped that the publication of most of the important manuscripts
will be completed within the next four years.

ISR E

Some of the manuscripts taken up for publication are represented by
single copies in the Library and consequently the mistakes that are found in
them could not be corrected by comparing them with other copies. The
Editors have, however, tried their best to suggest correct readings. The wrong
readings are given in round brackets and correct readings have been suggested
in square brackets. When different readings are found, they have been given
in the footnotes except in the case of a few books in which the correct read-
ings have been given in the footnote or incorporated in the text itself.

The Government of Madras have to be thanked for financing the entire
scheme of publication although there is a drive for economy in all the départ-
ments. My thanksare due tothe members of the Expert Committee who
spared no pains in selecting the manuscripts for publication. Ihavealso to
thauk the various editors who are experts in their own field, for readily
consenting to edit the manuscripts and see them through the press. The
various presses that have co-operated in printing the manuscripts in the best
manner possible also deserve my thanks for the patience exhibited by them in
carrying out the corrections made in the proofs.

This edition of the Asvasastra is based on the palm leaf manuscript in
the Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, bearing D. No. 1347
containing 243 pages of 7 lines each. The manuscript is in a much injured
condition and contains lagunae as the leaves are worm eaten and broken in
several places.  The press copy of this manuscript was collated with another
copy got on loan from the University of Madras which helped to a great
extent in filling the lacunae. I have to thank the Vice Chancellor of the
Madras University for lending the manuscript. My thanks are also due to
Pandit H. Sesha Iyengar, Retired Kannda Lecturer of the Madras University
for comparing the press copy with his own manuscript and making the
necessary corrections.

T. CHANDRASEKHARAN,
General Editor,
Madras Govt. Oriental Series,

Govt. Oriental Manuscripts Library,l
Madras



PREFACE

We are thankful to the Madras Government for having
given a lead to publish the old manuscript copies of difterent
sciences which lie scattered in different Libraries in India and
which are all in a decaying condition. The entire scheme of
publication is financed by the Government even in the face of
great economic crisis.

Asvasastra is one of such manuscripts taken up for publi~
cation- The old manuscripts were in the Madras Oriental
Manuscripts Library and the mistakes and omissions found in
them could not be corrected by comparing with other copies. The
-old manuscript copy of Asvasastra found in the Madras Gavern-
ment Oriental Manuscripts Library is in palm leaves. Itisin
much dilapidated condition, some leaves were moth-eaten, some
were torn and broken in many places. The press copy of the
manuscript, was collated with another copy got on loan from
the Madras University which helped to a great extent in filling
up the lacunae. This copy also did not serve our purpose fully.
Then areference was made to a copy from Mysore Oriental
Library. A copy prepared by Pandit H. Sesha Iyengar who
was a Kannada Lecturer in the Madras University was secured
but we got it only after the 5th, forme was completed. So even
with the help of these manuscripts, there may be defective read-
ings and omissions here and there. In the next publication, all
these defects can be rectified if better manuscript copies are
available. After the book was printed, we received a copy of
Asvasastra in palm leaf from Moodabidiri Jaina Library, in
South Kanara district. It is a pity we could not make use of this
copy for collation. However, at the end of this note some of
the stanzas which are not found in our present edited work but
are found in the Moodabidri manuscript are appended. They
will fill up the lacunae to some extent and afford additional in-
formation about this great branch of Veterinary Science.
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This book is called Asvavaidya Shastra and deals with
confirmation, colour, habits, diseases and treatment of horses.
The book is divided into sixteen chapters.

The first chapter deals with the birth and features of the
whole body of horses.

‘ Second chapter deals with colours and their effects, good
or bad.

Third chapter deals with the marks on their faces and
their good or bad effects.

In the fourth chapter are described the different twists of
hairs on the body with their good or bad effects.

Fifth chapter deals with the age of the horse.

In the sixth chapter the period of life can be determined
by looking at the marks on the different parts of the body
(Samudrika)-

Seventh chapter deals with feeding of horses

In the eighth chapter, elaborate festive celebrations in
honour of the horses done by kings and chieftains during Dasara
are described.

In the ninth chapter, names of different parts of the body
are given.

Tenth chapter deals with, medicines and the qualifications.
required of a true disciple who is to be initiated into the science
of Asvasastra. ‘

Eleventh chapter treats with colic and its treatment,

Twelfth chapter deals with various kinds of ulcers and.
their treatment.

Thirteenth chapter describes fever and its treatment.

Fourteenth and fiteenth deal with different ailments and
their treatment.
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Sixteenth deals with snake poison and Tuberculosis, their
symptoms and treatment.

It is not known which are the Sanskrit works written by
Sinhadatta and Revata, whom our author Abhinava Chandra
mentions as great authorities on Asvasastra. However, we find
a numbes of identical things said in this work and a sanskrit work
on Veterinary Science ‘ Hariharacaturanga ™ by name which is
being published in the Madras Government Oriental Series. But
our work contains more useful information about maintaining
horses and treating when ill. In the Kannada introduction some
parallels between the present work and Hariharacaturanga are
given.

From the prefatory verses we can learn that the author's
name is Abhinava Chandra. Heisa Brahmin by caste and a
brother of Somannaya. In the lives of Kannada Poets (by Sri.
R. Narasimhachar), it is said that he was the son of Kalasaya
and Attimabbe and a native of Bagevadi. Pethaps his real name
was “Chandra” and he styled himself “Abhinava Chandra” to
distinguish from a former Chandra who might have written an
“ Asvasastra ”.

His composition is good and style simple. Almost the
entire work is written in Kanda metre.

It is extremely difficult to state anything more about the
author and his work from the internal or external evidences in
the text. The late R. Narasimhachar has assigned the date of
C. 1400 for this author, judging the language employed in the
text. That date seems tenable.

Is is often said that in these days when modern medicine
is holding sway with its researches and new findings it is futile to
spend time and energy on deciphering Ancient manuscripts
about animal diseases. This is a form of cheap argument flung
against everything ancient including medical science and it comes
only from those who know very little of what is contained in the
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old texts. There are many thingsin heaven and earth that we
know not of- This applies very well to our present knowledge
of animals and their diseases, which is only very little. Our
ignorance about them is really colossal: India belongs to the old
world and it takes pride in having some of the finest types of
animals, even though they have now fallen onevil days for want
of care and attention. These animals must have been evolved
after a laborious processand they must have been attended to with
skill and knowledge, as otherwise, we should have only mongrels’
in this country. Some of this knowledge and skill has been
handed down from generation to generation in Guru-Shishya
parampara fashion while the others havebeen reduced to writing
for the use of the future generations. It is quite possible that
some of these writings may have got mutilated in the process of
copying and recopying but all the same, by an intelligent process
of careful collection and comparision, it should be possible to get
at the original and decipher the contents. If this is done, there
is no doubt we would get some valuable information which will
throw light on the various obscure matters concerning Veterinary
Science as practiced in this country. The effects of environment
on health and disease, the relation of colour to the working
capacity of the animal as well as to its temperament, the dietitic
values of the various indigenous fodders and feeds-there and
similar matters about which there is no little knowledge at pre-
sent are likely subjects to be found in these old manuscripts and,
therefore, the present attempt of collecting old manuscripts and
printing them is indeed a laudable one and should be freely en-
couraged. We are sure there will be found many a gem of
purest ray serene buried in ocean fathoms deep. i

p- SRINIVASA RAO.
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